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To the WORSHIPFUL 


ROBERT NETTLETON, Efq; 
GovERNOR, 


T H E 


CONSULS and court of ASSISTANTS of the RUSSIA 
COMPANY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Beg the favour of your acceptance of a treatife, which 
could not, with any degree of propricty, be otherwife 
addrefled. Your company is one of the carlieft and 
moft fuccefsful trading corporations eftablifhed in this na~ 
ton. The famous sEBAsTIAN casBoT, thc father of our 
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wo DEDICATION, 


diftant navigation, and in some meafure the founde of our 
empire in AMERICA, was the dire&or of your company in the 
difcovery of ARCHANGEL: this put us in pofleffion of our 
trade to Russia, which has been fince carried on with fo 
great reputation. In our own time we find the fame Ípirit of 
induftry and enterprize, of which your late attempt over the 
CASPIAN fea is an honourable proof. How that enterprize 
was conducted, and what various incidents attended it, as I 
had an opportunity of the moft authentic informat! ^ corro-. 
borated by my own experience, I have indulged my inclina-. 
tion, and employed my leifure in giving an: account. with. 


what fidelity this is done, you are the proper judges.. 





As this trade became an object of attention to the legifla-. 
ture upon your recommendation, and as the great hopes con- 
ceived. of it were not entertained. without jah grounds; I 
prefume it will not be ungrateful to you, that the public 
fhould know upon what principles you acted, and how be- 
neficial your undertaking might have been to the natione 
Though we have been foiled in this enterprize, the feas are 
open to us, and whilft we continue masters of them, 
they are our fafeft, and perhaps our only means of convey- 
ance ; for I believe, hiftory can hardly furnifh an inftance in 
thefe latter times, of a confiderable trade being carried on by 
traverfing the dominions of a foreign prince. 


The 
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The relation of profperous undercakings is the moft agreeable 
task ; but inftruction, which is the gi sat end of hiftorical narra- 


tions, depends*not upon the nature of events : .it is not material. 
whether they are favourable or not, , but whether they be ho~- 
neftly and fairly ftated, the true caufes explored, and their 
influence difcovered through the whole chain of effe&s. Per- 
haps future generations. may have occafion to refer to What 
has paffed in our time, as we now look back to the days of 
queen ELIZABETH ;.and.if circumítances fhould again render 
this.trade- pishi and advantageous to the nation, the.ex- 


perience we have lately bought, muft neceffarily be of great 
ufe: . 














If we call to mind that religious zeal with which you: 
raifed a. fund for building a public place of worfhip at St. ee- 


TERSBURG ; and your generous refolution not to permit that 
the priTisH nation fhould be the only one in russia without 


this mark of honour and diftinction ; may.it not be expected 
that the suPREME BEING, who directs all events by his provi- 


dei«ce, will enable you either to revive your casPtAN trade, or 
to {trike out fome other branch more beneficial? The charac- 


teriftic of a brave and commercial nation is to be ever purfuing 
fomething ufeful to mankind.  'The world is not in all its 
known parts fo familiar to us, but new channels of trade may 
be ftruck out ; nor is it fo well civilized, but commerce may 

gently 
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gently effect what the fw: à cannot. You have my fincere 
wifhes ‘that in all things profperity may attend your endea- 
Vours, in your private, as well as corporate capacity. Iam, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft humble 
London, 
January, 1753. 


and moft obedient Servant, 


Jonas Hanway. 


IN T RO- 





I NT RO DU CT 1O N. 


HE glory and welfare of the BRITISH monarchy depending on the 

acquifition and prefervation of trade, it becomes the duty of every 
fubje&t to encourage this general defign, and confequently to endeavour to 
infpire the minds of the people with fuch fentiments as promote induftry, 
and reftrain the growth ofa luxurious and irregular manner ofliving. A 
peculiar accident of my life engaged me in the purfuit of commercial 
knowledge in a new path, which was that of trading to PERsIA over the 
CASPIAN fea; but when I was initiated into this commerce, it feemed al- 
ready devoted to ruin; nor was it in the power of all our fkill and induftry 
to fupport this tender plant againft the violence of thofe rude ftorms which 
inceffantly blew upon it ; fo that it hardly began to bloflom before it was 
blafted. 


To tranfmit fome account of this to pofterity, may poffibly be a means 
of recovering the trade, if future times fhould render it practicable and 
advantageous; or at leaft of preferving the memory of this enterprize, and 
gratifying the curioüty of the more intelligent part of this nation, who 
know the importance of trade: for this commerce was propofed to intro- 
duce the ufeful commodity of raw filk, the bafis of one of our moft con- 
fiderable manufactures, on the cheapeft terms ; and, which is ftll more, in 
exchange for our manufactured wool, from which fuch advantages are 
derived to GREAT BRITAIN, 





Never any new trade was entered upon with more fanguine hopes, 
or profecuted with more laborious attention by feveral of the moft eminent 
merchants of this metropolis; to which we may alfo add, fcarce any 
commercial fcheme has had a more powerful protection from great 
princes. It muft be confeficd, that taking all thefe advantages toge- 
ther, it had once fo fair an appearance, that it dazzled the eyes of ma- 
ny, and engaged very clear heads, as well as honett hearts, in its caute. 

| Various 
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Various were the objections n ¿Je againft this commerce, with regard to 
the intereft of other mercantile compar.ies: fome of the members of thofe 
companies foretold its fate in general terms; but, as 2n inftance of the fal- 
lacy of human wifdom, the defign was at length fruftrated by means the 
leaft, if at all fufpe&ted ; for could i£ be imagined that one, who engaged 
himfelf asa BRITISH factor in PERSIA, would engage alfo as a fhipwright 
tO NADIR SHAH? 


‘When men have committed errors in life, it is common to fuggeft rea- 
fons for them, as if they exifted in their minds previous to their actions. 
I believe, Mr. Er Ton, who had the chief merit in opening this trade, did 
not really forefee the tendency of his engagement to NADIR SHAH, to 
which its deftru€tion was in a great meafure owing. If the RussrANs 
could have been (uppofed idle fpectators of a PERSIAN naval power, or of 
a few trading fhips on the cAsPIAN fea, Mr. ELTON certainly purfued one 
temporary means of ftrengthening our intereft with NADIR; but fuch a 
fuppofition to him who knew the connection of things on that fide, was 
weak if he did make it; and if he did not, his judgment which, in many 
inftances, was very good, here certainly failed him. But to contider the 
matter in a mercantile light only, what folid foundation could there be 
for the fecurity of property under fo tyrannical a government, as that of 
PERSIA; whena factor to merchants, enzages as a fervant to the crown, and 
becomes fubje& every day to be called to an account? "This queftion he 
hardly ever afked, but fuffered himíelf, the common failing of mankind, 
to be lulled into an eafy fecurity, by contemplating only the bright fide of 
the profpcct. Had he acted with more confiftency, we certainly siight 
have longer retained the countenance of Russia, and longer fupported 
our trade in the north of PERSIA: for fo long as princes ARE on good 
terms, national compacis are not violated without very {trong reafons, though 
eafily cancelled when they ARE Nor. | 


When I left ENGLAND in 1743, I remember that Mr. RICHARD 
LOCKWOOD, a TURKEY merchant, difcourfed with me to this effect : ** Ei- 
« ther you will teach the nussraxs how to trade, and then become an 
e object of their jealoufy, if you have fuccefs in this enterprize; or you 

« will 
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« will be plundered in PERSIA ; and in eitkér cafe your trade cannot laft 
« long." Experience has taught us, that his obfervation was juft, and in 
fome meafure prophetjcal. It is certain, that in the many years experience 
of the TURKEY company, they never eftablifhied any factors in the northern 
provinces of PERSIA : they thought it more judicious to leave that rifque, 
as well as the profits arifing from fuch eftablifhment to the ARMENIANS; 
who ufed to bring the PERSIAN filk to them in sMyRNA and ALEPPO, as 
the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS now bring great part of it to St. PETERS- 
BURG. But the TURKEY company never had the fame temptations as the 
RUssIA merchants: they had no treaty with the TURKS, to provide for 
a fafe paflage to PERSIA, nor any invitations from the mouths of princes to 
enter upon the trade. Befides, their By-Laws reftrained their factors from 
fending goods into PRRs1IA on their own account, 





The parliament, by an act of 1749, now permits us to import raw filk 
from St. PETERSBURG in exchange for our woollen manufactures: and I 
hope fome advantages will accrue from it to this nation. Some time muft 
país before affairs in PERsrA will be fufficiently reftored to allow of any 
confiderable export of raw filk from thence ; however this is abundantly 
made up to us by the fupplies we receive from other countries. The ballance 
of our RUSSIAN trade is ufually about a million of rubles* in favour of that 
empire. We import annually about two millions of Russ1AN commodities, 
and export to the value of one in our own; the advantages by this act are 
ftill encreafed im favour of Russia, and ought to give us the greater weight 
with them in the political ícale. 


I ought it beft in the profecution of this work, after the perufal, and 
with the confent of thofe who were moft intercfted, to introduce feveral of 
the material papers I received in the courte of my correfpondency, ot 
which indeed there are none ofa private nature. This authentic method 
creates fome repetitions, which however I have as much as pofiible avoid- 
ed. Part of thefe papers, as they relate to the opening of this trade, have 
been already printed, and publifhed at different timcs in detached pieces, 


220,0001. 
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of which fome were extreme'v incorrect, and none of. them in any hifo- 
rical order. 









Secrecy, or referve in commercial affairs, is often neceffary ; had this 
trade fubfifted, the circumftances of it ought, I think, to have been kept 
private, for reafons of intereft; but now the fame reafons, joined to the 
duty we owe to pofterity, feem equally to require a prefervation of the 
memory of it. ‘Fhe public indeed has à right to be informed by what 
means we have loft this branch of our commerce, after it had received 
fuch diftinguifhed parliamentary protection. 


I intended to have wrote a treatiie on the CAsPIAN trade only; but 
this work, for reafons maturely confidered, now becomes enlarged beyond 
my original defign. With regard to my own adventures in PERSIA, they 
‘had naturally a place in my journal, or rather compófe it: a great part 
of them have a neceflary connection with the trade, and conftitute the 
moft anrufing incidents in this work. As to the converfation which 
I had with the persians, ‘confidering the diftance of place and 
time, the revolutions and mortalities which have fucceeded, and the 
fubject of them, which wholly relates to NADIR sHAH; I concluded the 
eoncealment of their names, where nothing was faid in fecret, might ap- 
pear as an abfurd caution, rather than a religious regard to the duties of 
fociety. 


To illuftrate the fubject, I have introduced a chart of the cAsPIAN 
fea, with which captain wooDROOFE prefented me on his return from 
thence. This chart I efteem very correct, and an improvement of that 
which PETER the GREAT ordered to be made by vANvoRDEN, with 
regard to the foundings, and alío the coaft, as well as the eaftern parts of 
that fea, where woopRoorE was fent by the king of PERSIA to make the 
moft minute obfervations. I have alfo made fuch extracts from captain 
WOODROOFE's journal as I thought any ways material, and which from 
my own experience I have reafon to believe are very true. If we fhould 
ever navigate the CASPIAN again, they may be ferviceable to us as traders, 
or if they prove of any ufe to the Russians, I fhall receive an additional 
pleafure. 
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The maps of the RussiAN dominions bordering on TARTARY were 
beftowed an me by general TATTISCHEFF, who commanded the rus- 
SIAN forces on thefe frontiers. They were made fome years after the ac- 
count which Mr. Er'vow gives of himfelf; but being relative to it, I had 
a double motive to make ufe of them. Other. maps which I have yet 
feen of independent TARTARY are extremely defective: but it is more 
amazing that a country fo much frequented as PERSIA, fhould not be yet 
laid down with more exactnefs than it is. I fpeak not only of the 
northern parts, but of the country in general; for we perpetually find places 
of confequence mentioned in hiftorical accounts, which in maps are blanks, 
or at beft very erroneoufly placed. | 


The journals to KH1IEVA through the parts of TARTARY on the eaftern 
fide of the cAsPrAN fea, is of undoubted authenticity, as well as of that 
on the weftern coaff; the former was related to me by: one who made 
the journey, and confirmed by another of the fame company; and the 
latter is the real rout of the RussrAN embaffy in 1746, of which I received 
an exact map. 





Writing may tranímit a picture of a man's mind, but the pencil only 
can give us an idea of his perfon; I have therefore introduced the por- 
traits of thofe great perfonages of whom I make particular mention in my 
journal; nor have I fpared any other embellifhments, which I imagined 
might contribute to the fatisfaction of the public. 


The part of thefe volumes which confifts of a journal of travels, ren- 
ders it next to impoffible to avoid being the hero of my own ftory, as the 
occaf ons occur fo often to mention my own actions and fentiments; and 
indeed the nature of journals renders egotifms unavoidable. I have endea- 
voured as much as poffible to diveft mytelf of prejudices, and from a 
con{cioufnefs of wifhing well to mankind, have not been fearful of of- 
fending; though, by a comparifon of cuftoms or opinions, my fentiments 
may fometimes have the air of fatyr : but it is certainly by compariton only 
that the beauty or defects of things appear. 


b 2 When 
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When I wasin PERs1A my curiofity led me to collect feveral anec- 
dotes concerning the famous ufurper NADIR sHAH : I had the fortune 
to experience fuch marks of his clemency, as the moft polite CHRIS- 
TIAN countries can produge few parallels. This afforded me an op- 
portunity of entering into the character of this extraordinary perfon; and 
as I found no regular and continuet hiftorical account of him, I refolved 
to ufe my own papers, with the addition of fuch as I could procure here 
and in Russta. The proper bafis of {fuch a work, feemed to be the re- 
volutions of persia during this century, till the time in which he came 
to act fo dreadful a part on the ftage of life; this period takes in near 
thirty years, and includes the unhappy reign of nvsszIN, and the invafion 
of the ArGHanNs. The account which we have hitherto had of this matter 
is imperfect: I fhould not however have launched. fo deep, but that I 
found a FRENCH piece lately publifhed, the author? of which has taken ~ 
great pains in collecting the beft materials. The original writers of tranf- 
actions in the East have a peculiar propenfity to the marvellous: and EU RO- 
PEANS alfo, who have not been on the fpot, are apt to give in to the fame 
abfurdity. Thus I have endeavoured to rectify, as well from my own 
perfonal obfervation, and anecdotes, as from the general reafon of things. 
It ought however to be remembered, that the genius of the EASTERN na- 
tions neceffarily gives their hiitory the air of romance. To convey an idea 
of the PERSIAN government, of which we have many intimations in the 
facred writings, I have prefixed to that volume a chronological abridg- 
ment, which, in one view, takes in the moft material of the numerous, 
revolutions from the foundation of that antient monarchy. 





M. CLAIR. A^. 
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Attempts made by the frf ENGLISH adventurérs towards opening a trade 

through RUSSIA info PERSIA, from 1553 to. 1581. Letters wrote by 
EDWARD Vl. and queen ELIZABETH on this fubje& ; with fome “pars 
ticulars reluting to the CASPIAN trade in tbofe days. 











S I have embarked in a defign to write an hiftorical account of 
the late BRITISH CASPIAN trade, which is interwoven with a mul- 
- tiplicity of interefting and amufing circumftances ; it will not, I 
think, -be foreign to my fubject to trace matters from the earlieft times, 
and exhibit in 2 fummary way the attempts formerly made towards efta- 
blifhing a commerce of this kind, with the difficulties and interruptions 
it met with till the year 1739, at which period the enfuing narration pro- 
perly commences. 
Vou. L A The 
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The opening a trade over che cAsPIAN fea to persia, hes ever fince 
the difcovery of ARCHANGEL by the FNGLIsm, been confidered as capable 
of producing fo many advantages to this nation, that attempts were made 
towards obtaining a fhare in it, fo early as the very eftablifhment of our 
Russta,company. With regard to the feveral events Which happened to. 
our firft adventurers, though they are not the immediate {ubject of this re- 
lation, yet as they are vifibly connected with, and explanatory of it, I (hall. 
give fome few particulars with which the reader will have no reafon to 
be difpleafed. Far it cannot be a vulgar entértainment to the benevolent, 
whofe hearts are capable of improvement from.the examples of our gene- 
rous anceftors, to learn WHEN and BY wHoM the difcovery was firft made. 
that opened-a way to.the commeroe which.is the fubje&.of thefe papers. 





This. amiable fpirit of enterprize which animated our countrymen, firft: 
prevailed in 15535, being the feventh and laf yeas of the reign of EÐ- 
wARDVI. This prince then wrote his letter miflive in GREEK, and feveral. 
other languages, recommending Sir HUGH WILLOUGHBY and Mr. RICHARD 
CHANCELER, with their company, to the protection of the princes and. 
rulers of the earth, but intended more particularly to thofe of the fouth 
eaft parts of the.globe. Modern ages of refinement and fuperior know- 
ledge of the world, have rendered fuch applications romantic, if not ridi- 
culous ; but this was not the cafe in thofe times, nor can we with any con- 
fiftency withhold our commendation of that pious and fimple, as well as 
military and commercial genius, on which our forefathers erected thofe 
monuments of knowledge, riches, and glory, which have been fince car-. 
ried to fo prodigious a height. Upon thefe principles, the following let- 
ters muft afford fome pleafure to the intelligent and curious reader. 








A DWARD the fix, by the grace of Gop, king of ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, and IRELAND, &c, To all kings, princes, rulers, 
* judges, and governours of the earth, and all other hauing any excellent 
* dignitie on the fame, in all the places under the uniuerfal heauen : peace, 
** tran- 
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tranquilitie, and honaur, be unto you, and your lands and regions, which 
are under your dominions, and to euery of you, as is conuenient. 


* Forafmuch as the great, and almightie Gop, hath given unto man- 
kind, above all other living creatures, fuch a heart, and defire, that e- 
uery man defireth to ioyne friendfhip with other, to loue, and be loued, 

alfo to giue and receiue mutual benefites: it is therefore the dutie of all 
men, according to their power, to maintaine and increafe this defire in 
euery man, with well deferuing to all men, and efpecially to fhewe this 
good affeftion to fuch, as being moued with this defire, come unto 
them from farre countreis. For howe much the longer uoyage they 
have attempted for this intent, fo much the more doe they thereby de- 
clare that this defire hath bene ardent in them. Furthermore alfo, the 
examples of our fathers and predeceffors doe invite us hereunto, fogaf- 
much as they haue euer gently and louingly intreated fuch as of 
friendly minde came to them, as well from countreis neare hand, as 
farre remote, commending themfelves to their protection. And if it be 
right and equitie to fhewe fuch humanitie toward all men, doubtleffe 
the fame ought chiefly to be fhewed to Marchants, who wandering a- 
bout the world, fearch both the land, and the fea, to carry fuch good 
and profitable things, as are found in their countreis, to remote regions 


cand kingdomes; and againe to bring from the fame, fuch things as they 


find there, commodious for their own countreis: both as well, that the 
people, to whom they goe, may not be deflitute of fuch commodities 
as their countries bring not foorth to them, as that alfo they may be par- 
takers of fua ‘hinges, whereof they abound. For the Gop of heauen 
and earth, greatly providing for mankinde, would not that all things 
fhould be founde in one region, to the ende that one fhoulde haue 
neede of another; that by this meanes friendfhippe might be eftablith- 
ed among all men, and euery one feeke to gratifie all. For the eftablifh- 
ing and furtherance of which uniuerfall amitie, certaine men of our 
realme, moued hereunto by the faide defire, have inftituted and taken 
upon them a uoyage by fea into farre countreis, to the intent that be- 

A2 * tweene 
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tweene our people and them, a way may be opened to bring in, and 
carry out marchandizes, defiring u^ to further their enterprize. Who af- 


_fenting to their petition, haue licenfed the right valiant and worthy Sir 


Hucu Wirroucusy, knight, and other our truftie and faithfull fer- 
vants, which are with him according to their defirt, to goe to coun- 
treies to them heretofore unknowen, as well to {eeke fuch things as we 
lacke, as alfo to carry unto them from our regions, fuch things as they 
lacke. So that hereby not onely commoditie may enfue both to them and 
us, but alío an indiffoluble and perpetua] league of friendíhip be efta- 
blifhed betweene us both, while they permit us to take off their things, 
fuch whereof they have abundance in their regions, and we againe 
grant them fuch things of ours, whereof they are deftitute. We there- 
fore defire you kings and princes, and al other to whome there is dny 
power on the earth, to permit unto thefe our fervants, free paflage by 
your regions and dominions: for they íhall not touch any thing of 
yours unwilling unto you. Confider you that they alfo are men. If 
therefore they íhall ftand in neede of any thing, we defire you of all 





" humanitie, and for the nobilitie which is in you, to aide and helpe them 


with fuch things as they lacke, receiving againe of them fuch things as 
they fhall be able to give you in recompence. Shew yourfelves fo to- 
wards them, as you would that we and our fubiects fhould fhewe our- 
felves towards your fervants, if at any time they fhall paffíe by our re- 


gions. 





« Thus doing, we promife you by the Gop of all things, that are con- 
tained in heaven, earth, and the fea, and by the life and tranquilitie of 
our kingdomes, that we will with like humanitie accept your fervants, 
if at any time they fhall come to our kingdomes, where they fhall as 
friendly and gently be entertained, as if they were borne in our domi- 
nions, that we may hereby recompence the favour and benignitie which 
you have fhewed to our men. Thus after we have defired you kings 
and princes, &c. With all humanitie and favour, to entertaine our well- 


beloued fervants, we will pray our almightie Gon, to grant you long 
life. 





Chap L OF THE CASPIAN TRADE. : 


« life, and peace, which never fhall haue end. Written in Lon pon, which 
« is the chiefe City of our kingdome, in the yeere from the creation of the 
< world c515, in the month of Jrar , the fourteenth day of the 
« month, aud feventh yeere of our raigne." 


P 


The flect fent out upon this difcovery, in confequence of the king's let- 
ter, confifted of the Bona EsPERANZA, the EDWARD BONAVENTURE, 
and the Bona CoKNFIDENTIA, all under the Command of Sir HuGu 
WILLOUGHBY, as captain-general. It was this gentleman's fate, in com- 
pany with the crew of the Bona Esperanza, to be frozen to death the 
fame year in LAPLAND; but RICHARD CHANCELER, who command- 
ed the En warp BONAVENTURE, had the happinefs to make a difcovery 
of ARCHANGEL, from whence he was conducted to Mosco, and there 
received with fingular marks of diftin&ion by the great duke Ivan W As- 
s1Low1Tz, who accepted the offer of commerce, and returned a favour- 
able anfwer to the king's letter. 


The next material incident was in 1555, when a treaty with the great 
duke, fometimes called emperor of Russta, was made; by which he 
granted ample privileges to the EN cr :su merchants trading to Russia; 
and the fame year, king PHILIP and queen Mary honoured them with a 
charter. The next year Osep Napeorr, the Russ1an ambaflador, came 
into ENGLAND. In 1557, ANTHONY JENKINSON pafied through Russia 
into BoKHARA,-Which he was very quickly obliged to leave; the king of 
SAMARCAND having invaded that country. He found that the PERSIAN 
trade lay mof on the fide of Syria, and the frontiers of TuRKEY. 
After variety of fortunes and difficulties, which have a very remarkable 
analogy with thofe of the time of which I am now writing, he returned 
home by way of Casan on the Vorca, in 1560, having firft had the 
honour of hoifting the red crofs of St. GEORGE, or the royal banner of 
ENGLAND on the Caspian fea. 


* Jiar is the month of february. 


In 
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In 1561, being encouraged by the merchants adventurers, the fame 
JENKINSON went.into Persia, having procured a letter from queen 
ELIZABETH, now in the third year of her reign, to the Shah, TÆu MAs, 
the king of that country, which, for its fingular fpirit and fimplicity, I 
alfo beg leave to infert. 






| € LIZABETH, by the grace of Gop, queene of ENGLAND, &c. To 
" the right mightie, and right uictorious prince, the great Sopure, 
* emperor of the Persians, Mepes, PARTHIANS, Hyrcanes, 
* CARMANARIANS, ManciANs, of the people on this fide, and be- 
‘© yond the river of TyGris, and of all men and nations between the 
* CasPrAN fea and the gulph of Persia, greeting, and moft happie 
« increafe in all profperitie. 





** By the goodnes of the almightie Gon, it is ordayned, that thofe people, 
'** which not onely the huge diftance of land, and the invincible widenes 
-& of feas, but alfo the uery quarters of the heauens doe mofte farre fepa- 
* rate and fette afunder, may neverthelefíe through good commendation 
* by writing, both eafe, and alío communicate between them, not onely 
« the conceiued thoughts, or deliberations, and gratefull offices of huma- 
^* nitie, but alfo many commodities of mutual intelligence. 


« Therefore, whereas our faithfull, and right well beloved fervant An- 
“© THONIE JENKINSON, bearer of thefe our letters, is determined, with 
* our licenfe, favour, and grace, to paíle out of this cu: zálme, and by 
.« Gons fufferance to travel even into Persia, and other your juriídi&i- 
* ons: we minde truely with our good fauour, to fette forward, and ad- 
* uance, that his right laudable purpofe : and the more willingly, for that 
** this his enterprife is grounded upon an honeft intent, to eftablifh trade 
«€ of merchandize with your fubiects, and with other ftrangers trafhking 
-^* your realmes. 


« Where- 
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« Wherefore, we have thought good, both to write to your maieftye, 
and alfo to defire the fame to uouchfafe at our reque(t, to grant to 
our faide fervant, ANTHONIE JENKINSON, good pafports, and fafe 
conduéts, by meanes, and authoritie wherecf, it may be free, and lawfull 
for him, together with his familiars, fcrvants, cariage, merchandize, 
and goods whatfoever, through your realmes, dominions, jurifdictions, 
and prouinces, freely, and without impeachment, to journey, goe, pafíe, 
repaffe, depart, and tarry fo long as he fhall pleafe, and from thence to 
returne, whenfoever he or they fhall thinke good. If thefe holye duties 
of entertainment, and fweete offices of naturall humanitie, may be wil- 
lingly concluded, fincerely embraced and firmely obferued, betweene us, 
and our realmes, and fubiects, then we doe hope, that the almightie 
Gop will bring it to paffe, that of thefe {mall beginings, greater mo- 
ments of things*fhall hereafter fpring, both to our furnitures and ho- 
nors, and alfo to the great commodities and ufe of our peoples: fo it 
will be knowen, that neither the earth, the feas, nor the heauens, haue 
fo much force to feparate us, as the godly difpofition of natural hu- 
manitie, and mutuall beneuolence, haue to ioyne us ftrongly together. 
Gop grant unto your majeítie, long and happie felicitie in earth, and 
perpetuall in heauen. Dated in ENGLAND, in our famous citie of 
Lonpon, the 25. day of the month of Aprill, in the yeere of the 
creation of the world 5523, and of our lord Jesus CHRIST, 1661, 
and of ourr  ¢ the third.". 


Having zred an introduction into PERSIA, JENKINSON returned 


home without any remarkable fuccefs. In 1557 the Turks conquered the 
weftern coafts of the Caspian fca, and, in a great meafure, prevented the 
advancement of that commerce which the merchants naturally flattered 
themfelves would happen, in confequence of the favourable decree obtained 
by Jenkinson from ABDALLAH Kuan, then king of SHIRVAN and 
Hrrcania, which laft we now call GuiL AN ; but SHIRVAN was then 
the refidence of our factory. Several ENGLisu fubjects were employed in 
this traffic, of whom one Tuomas ALCOCKE was murdered in PERSIA. 


After- 
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Afterwards CHRISTOPHER BuRROUGH went into Persia in 1579, and 
returned home in 1581. He built a veffel on the VorcA at N1EZANO- 
vOGORODE, in which he tranfported feveral kinds of merchandize as far 
asBaxvu. At NiEZzABAD*his veffel was ftranded, and great part of his 
cargo loft. At Dersenp_he fold a part of his goods to the Turks, and 
bought another veffel to bring home his returns of raw filk; but either 
through want of experience, or conftrajned by neceffity, he came to 
Russ1a fo late as the month of november, which occafioned his fhip 
being cut to pieces by the ice: the cargo however was faved in a boat, which 
floating out to fea with the ice, and being in great danger of perifhing, was 
at length frozen up. The crew left the boat and her cargo, and went in 
fearch of affiftance, but lofing their way their lives were much endanger- 
‘ed by hunger, as well as-by a (hower of arrows from a flying party of 
NaGa1 tartars. At length they had the good fortune to bring their cargo 
fafe to ASTRACHAN, and thus ended the BRiT1sH CASPIAN com- 
merce. 








Occafional voyages have been fince made by BaiT1sH fubjects, under 
the RusstAN protection in the clofe of the laft century, but not with any 
view of eftablifhing a trade, fo that I fhall pafs them over in filence, as 
not material. | 


CHAP 
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Monfieur ve "T nous remarks upon tbe ENGL 1s" trade into Persia in the 
days of queen ELIZABETH. FREDERICK duke of HorsTE1N's em- 
baffy in 1633. Antient RUSSIAN and ARMENIAN £Zrade over tbe CAs- 
PIAN. PETER THE GREAT*marches an army into the northern pro- 


vinces of PERSIA; and endeavours to eftablifh a large trade with that 
country. 


O corroborate the authorities already mentioned, I muft beg leave 
to infert a paffage concerning this fubject, from the celebrated 


Monfieur pe Tuou, who after relating the eftablifhment of a company in 


LoNpoN to trade to Muscovy, adds, ** That the profits of that compa-. 


ny were immenfe, by reafon that in queen ELIZABETR’s reign the 
Enc utsu had the exclufive privilege of importing all manner of fo- 
reign commodities into Russ1a. By this privilege they were encouraged 
to vifit more carefully the feveral provinces of that vaft empire, which 
was the means of their difcovering, that by aícending the DWIENA 
they might tranfport goods as far as WoLoGDA, and from thence in 
feven days by land to YERIsLaw, from which place they might fail 
down the Vorgca, in thirty days and nights to AsrRAcHAN.---En- 


couraged by this the ENcGLisH built a fhip to navigate the 
CasPiAXM fea which they found full of fhallows. After croffing the 
CASPIAN ntered into MAZANDERAN, and the deferts of Kuo- 


RAZAN, alfo to the extremity of MEDIA, and proceeded as far as 
Tavris and CasBiN. Such happy beginnings gave them reafon to 
hope that they fhould difcover the way to CATHAY ^, but the war 
which broke out between the Tu-rxs and Persians, hindered them 
from pufhing on their difcoveries, and defeated their moft fanguine ex- 
pectations.” 


The countries to the eaftward of Kieva and BOKHARA. 


WSL. I. B In 
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In 1626, fir ROBERT SHIRLEY was fent ambaffador from the Enc- 
LISH court to ABAS THE GREAT, king of Persia. The honourable 
impreffions which the Persians early entertained of this nation, may 
be deduced from the declagation made to that ambaffador by this potent 
prince, the moft renowned of the Persian kings, viz. ‘ That he wi(h'd 
* the chriftian princes would not wage war againft each other, for he was 
* fenfible, their common enemy the Turk took great advantages from 
thence ; tho’ by the many defeats he had given the Turks, he had con- 
'* vinced the world of the fuperiority of the PERSIAN arms.---That he 
* would deliver in GAMBROON * 10,000 bales of filk, and take the value 
in ENGLIsu cloth for which if he could not find a market in his own 
kingdom, he would difpofe of part to his neighbours; for he fhould 
be greatly pleafed to deprive the Turx of the yearly cuftoms which 
he received from the Persian kiervans *, which go to the foreign 
markets in ALEPPO; a profit which he knew to be fo confiderable, 
that the janizaries were fupported by it, and confequently that it fup- 
plied his enemies with force to fight againft him.—That he efteemed 
' the king of Great BRITAIN as the head of the worfhippers of 
* Jesus CHRIST, and fhould be extremely glad of his friendfhip.” It 
muft be remembered, that both the Persians and Turks did in thofe 
days receive fuch advantages from their commercial intercourfe, that by 
mutual agreement caravans were fuffered to pafs unmolefted, during the 
long and inveterate wars which fubfifted between thofe two nations. 
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The Frencu formed a defign of opening a trade fron ^ REHANGEL 
over the CasP1AN fea, in the beginning of the laft ^^ ..y, as well as 
in this, of which I fhall have occafion to fpeak ; but it does not appear 
that they carried either into execution.---This indeed is certain, that 
FREDERICK duke of HorsTEi1N in the year 1633, fent a very pomp- 
ous and expenfive embafly to Shah Serie. After enduring many 


© Suppofed to be meant bales of feven batmans of 12 4 lb. Exc 15H, not 25 batmans, as now in ufe. 

4 The moft corre& writing is kiervan, commonly called caravan; but as this lat word is fo well a- 
dopted with us, I fhall prefer it. 

hard- 
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hardfhips and fufferings, the embafladors were fhipwrecked on the weft- 
ern coafts of the Casp1an fea; and being landed in Persra they alfo 
met with a variety of „no lefs remarkable difafters. I do not find that this 
embafly had any effe& with regard to the raw filk of the northern pro- 
vinces of PersraA, though it may be prefumed that the duke had fortned 
a Ícheine of obtaining an ample fupply of this valuable commodity, for 
his own manufactures in HoLSTE 1N, 














After the Russian grand duke ALexis MitcBAELOWiTZ had re. 
covered AsTRACHAN out of the hands of the TARTATS, we find a 
large quantity of ENGL ism and DuTcHu cloths bought, by the Russ:- 
ANS and ARMENIANS in ARCHANGEL, for what they called the As- 
TRACHAN trade.---For when this place fell into their hands, being fo ad- 
vantagioufly fituated, it foon became a confiderable mart, the TARTARS 
from feveral parts of thofe vaft countries which furround it, .reforting 
thither for EuRoPEAN commodities. Their trade was carried over the 
CasPran into Persra, in thofe wretched veffels which the Russ1ans 
at that time built on the Vo_LGa; for PETER THE GREAT was then in 
the infancy of his power, and the EuRoPEAN manner of building fhips 
had not as yet been introduced into Russra. 

















For a great length of time we do not find that the RusstAN navigators 
went farther than NIEZABAD, from whence they exported the filk of 
Su IRvAN ---Tffis trade was however frequently interrupted, both on the 
Votca, amd an the coaft of the Caspian, by the KoonAN and Na- 
Gay TARTARS, as well as by the Cossacks and Russ! AN pirates.--- 
SHAMAKEE, the capital of SIRVAN, on the weftern coaft of the Cas- 
PIAN, Was the refidence of the Russ1an merchants, where they drove a 
confiderable trade.---But the L£sG £ £s having invaded Persia, and plun- 
dered SHAMAKEE in 1712, YEVREINOFF, a Russ1an merchant, loft 
near 200,000 crowns. This accident fo difcouraged the Russ1 An traders, 
that they almoft quitted the field to the ARMEN 1 Ans, who were more en- 
terprifing in commerce, as well as more refolute in defending their property. 

B 2 But 














12 ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH A TRADE Part I. 


But how great foever the encouragements this nation might have from 
the Persians, we had not lefs from Russ1a, in confequence of the 
fervices that nation had received from us, and the natural connection we 
had with it.-—'The czar PETER thought none had fo good a right to a 
commerce through his country to PEgRsr A as the ENGL 15g, and had con- 
ceived hopes of making it confiderable enough to engage our attention.--- 
His folicitude in purfuing this fcheme was fo great, that'he publifhed a 
decree in 1718, permitting all foreigners, as well as his own fubjects, to 
import raw filk into his dominions from Pers, or from any of the coun- 
tries to the eaftward of Russ1a; but I could never learn that this had 
any effect, becaufe foreigners thought the conveyance dangerous, if not 
impracticable, and none but ARMENIANS or Russians were fettled in 
the northern parts of PERs1a, with a view to carry on this trade, 





T;&uMas, the lawful heir of the Persan diadem, being driven into 
KuoRAsAN by the invafion of Manmup and his AFGHANS, after the 
death of his father fultan HussE1N, who was flain by thofe rebels; 
he invited PETER THE GREAT, in 1722, to come to his affiftance.--- 
The czar accordingly made prodigious preparations, and marched a great 
army along the weftern coaft of the Casp1an, with which he proceeded 
in perfon as far as DERBEND.---It is more than probable that fo wife a 
prince would not have undertaken fuch an expedition, but in purfuit of 
his favourite plan, of directing the courfe of the filk trade through his 
country.---Indeed he had been flattered into a perfuafion t. at the LESG EE 
TARTARS would fubmit to him; but on the contrary they farrafied the 
RusstAN army exceedingly, and rendered their march along the coaft 
as dangerous as it was fatiguing.---Befide the weftern coa(t of the Caspr- 
AN, the czar took poffeffion of great part of GuirL AN; but the peafants 
of that country neglected their filk, fo that very little of this commodity 
could be procured from them. The warmth and dampnefs of GHIL AN, to-. 
gether with the unwholfome fruits, rendered that province the grave of 
the Russ1Ans ; for which reafon the emprefs ANNE very prudently con- 


The fon of Mir Varz, chief of CANDAHAR. 
fented 
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fented to evacuate the country in 1734, without drawing any advantage 
from it. | 





To return to PETER THE GREAT. A few months before his death 
he requefted in ae particular manner of an ENGLIsH merchant‘, then on 
his departure for ENGLAND, to treat with the merchants in LoNDON, a- 
bout opening a trade through his country to PERs1A ; but this prince did 
not forefee all the difficulties attending the undertaking, though he was fen- 
fible of many of them.---His death however put an end to the enquiry at 
that time; and the apprehenfions the BR 1 T1sH merchants then conceiv-. 
ed of the dangers which the trade would be expofed to, proved a hind- 
rance to the attempt, till the year 1738, when an unexpected incident 
happened, which opened a new ícene of commercial adventures. 


C H A P. TII. 


Mr. ELTON’s propofal in 1738, to the ENGLISH factors in St. PETERS- 
BURG, fo open a trade through Russia into PERs1A.---Mr. ELTON’S 
employment in the RUSSIAN fervice, in 173 5» till bis journey into PER- 


SIA 772 1729. 


UCH was the fituation of affairs, with regard to the CASPIAN com- 
merce, when Mr. Joun ELTON, who had been bred to the fea fer- 
vice, made a propofal in 1738, to fome of the BRir1sH factors in St. PE- 
TERSBURG, to carry on a trade through Russia into Persia, by way of 
the Caspian fea. As this gentleman makes a confiderable figure in thefe 
papers, the reader, in all probability, will be curious to have fome account 
of him, and of the motives which induced him to engage in this under- 





f Mr. RicHARD MAINWARING, 


taking. 





14 JOHN ELTON's PROPOSAL FOR A Part I. 


taking.---I fhall therefore, tó gratify fo reafonable a curiofity, infert the 
following account, extracted from that which he give of himfelf to the 
BrITIsH merchants, at the time of his making this propofal. 


In the beginning of the year 1735, Mr. ELTON was fent by the court 
of Russia to affitt in the ORENBURG expedition in the rank of a fea cap- 
tain.---T his expedition was commanded by general W AssILLIE NEKIETISH 
TATTISCHEFF, and was intended to eftablifh an effectual barrier againft 
the TARTARS, and, in fome meafure, to aícertain and cover the fouth 
eaft frontiers of the empire, by building tortifications, and making {mall 
fettlements on the rivers SAMARA, and Y AEIK ; and, at the fame time, to 
open a communication betwixt the cit" of SAMARA on the river VOLGA, 
crofs the STEP 5 quite to SIBERIA, the diftance of about 800 ENGLISH 
miles. Thefe fortifications are at fcveral diftances from. 20 to 40 RUSSIAN 
weríts, according to the maps inferted, with garrifons of 100, 200, or 
300 men; but thefe fettlements are not yet all made *. 





This it was prefumed would give a check to the inroads of the neigh- 
bouring TarTARs, particularly the KIERGEEsE, and, in time, become a 
means of civilizing them.--- It was aifo imagined, that a fafe road through 
their country to the great and leffer BokHARA, might be difcovered from 
fome of thefe new fettlements. In order to accomplifh this end, it was 
refolved that captain ELTON fhould be fent to explore and examine the 
lake Anat, which lies to the eaftward of th. &AsPrA.'; but he could 
never penetrate thither, being prevented by the inteftine b. oils which then 
broke out among the BASKIERKIE TARTARS, who thougü they have 
been reputed fubjects to the empire of Russia above a hundred years, 
yet, within that period, have frequently rebelled. So that Mr. ELTON 
being difappointed in this defign, employed himíelf whilft he continued 





€ The common name in RossrA for a defert country. 

b The reader will obferve what countries border on thefe fettlements, by the two charts, N° IT. 
and III. annexed, which are part of a manufcript map, bat being of a very large fize, I have dividec 
At into three. 
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Chap. II. TRADE OVER THE CASPIAN SEA, 1s 


in the Russran fervice, during the ORENBURG expedition, in laying down 
fome part of the great rivers, BELLA, Kama, Vorca, and YAzik, and 
feveral confiderable rivers that fall into them ; and in drawing a geogra- 
phical map of the fouth eaft frontiers, from the fprings of the Yazik, 
which rife out of the mountains on the«confines of S1BERIA.---He traced 
that river to the city of Yarık, through its courfe of near 600 ENGLISH 
miles; and from YAEIK, to the city of Samara, which is 150 ENGLISH 
miles, all through a defert. 


In this manner he fpent four years, which afforded him a conftant oppor- 
tunity of converfing with the different forts of roving TARTARs, who inha- 
bit thofe vaft and uncultivated countries that lye betwixt BokuARA and the 
weftern boundaries of SIBERIA; andlikewife with the Sarts, who are civi- 
lized trading T ART ARs, and live in BoKHARA, and in the other cities to the 
eaftward.---Of thefe there are confiderable numbers, who annually crofs 
the Strep, from the cities of Kuieva and BOKHARA, as well as from 
TorcusTAND, TASHKUND, KHOJEND, &c. to fome of the new Russr- 
AN fettlements.---There were many YAE1K Cossacks during this fpace 
under his command, who were taken prifoners in the unhappy expedition 
of prince BECKAWITZ, which I fhall have occafion to mention more particu- 
larly hereafter, and who had been flaves feveral years in BokHARA. From 
the converfation he had with thofe people, he conceived a ftrong notion, 
that if a fafe road could be ftruck out to thofe cities, a very advantageous 
trade might be carried on with them, and creat quantities of woollen goods 
vended.---But at length he found it was abfolutely impracticable to crofs 
the Step from any of thofe new fettlements on the YAEIK to KuHIEvA’, 
TorcusTAND, TASHKUND, &c. on account of the perpetual excurfions 
of the KiERGEEsE, KHARAKHULPACKS and KHIVINSKIE TARTARS, who ` 
inhabit the STEP, and are continually plundering each other.---He con- 
cluded therefore that the only fafe and eafy paflage to BOKHARA, lay 
down the river Vorca, and acrofs the CASPIAN to ASTRABAD, Or to 
fome other port in the fouth eaft bottom of that fea. 

i Commonly wrote Kuiva. I endeavour to adapt the orthography to the true pronunciation. 


Having 
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Having thus contracted à ftrong inclination to vifit BokHARA, he re- 
turned to PETERSBURG, in January 1738, and quitted her imperial majeí- 
ty's fervice with fome difguft, not having been promoted as he expected. 
Immediately upon his takjng this ftep, he began to entertain thoughts of 
going amongfít the black KHALMucKs, to the eaftwatd of KurevA, from 
whence gold and other precious commodities were brought into EUROPE. 
---Thefe people had their ambaffadors at that time at the court of St. Pe- 
TERSBURG, who flattered fome foreigners with hopes of meeting with a 
kind reception in their country. "This defign, which I fuppofe was looked 
upon as a little extravagant, did not take place ; however he {till perfifted in 
his views of making fome new and profitable commercial difcovery. After 
fome time he brought his projeét to bear, for having cultivated a good 
underftanding with the Britisu factors in St. PETERSBURG, and entered 
into a clofe conjunction with Mr. Munco GR#ME,-a young SCOTSMAN, 
they obtained credit, and a {mall cargo of goods proper for KuiEevA and 
BokuarRa.--- With thefe they fet out the beginning of the next year upon 
this expedition, of which as it is remarkable, abounds with very curious 
incidents, and contains many ufeful particulars relating to the fubject of 
thefe papers, I fhall give a fuccinét narrative of it, faithfully extracted 
from his own journal. 





C H A P. IV. 


Mr. Exron’s journal from Mosco till bis arrival at Resup. 


«€ 


E left Mosco the 14th of March 1739, and travelled 240 
werfts * with fledges to Murom, a city fituated on the north 
* bank of the river Occa.---This river is very confiderable, and falls into 


€c 





* A werh is 2 of an EnGLIsH mile. 
the 
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* thé'voncA at NiEzANovocoRoDr. The*ice was yet fubfifting, but 
* full of holes, and rotten ; however as it was then a hard froft, clear and 
* moonlight, we ventured to traverfe it at midnight, and got fafe over. 
* From thence we proceeded about 160 werfts to the city aRsAMAs, here 
* we found the rivtlets much {welled with the melting of the fnow, and 
« the ice broken up, fo that we could not continue our journey till the wa- 
« ters abated, and it was convenient to travel with waggons on wheels, 
« with which we had a fair opportunity to provide ourfelves. The latter 
« part of our journey proved as tedious to us, as it was fatiguing to our 
* horfes, being frequently obliged, by the overflowing of the waters, to 
* leave the main road and go far about. Two of our horfes died with fa- 
* tigue, and the reft were greatly harraffed. We arrived at ARsAMAs the 
** 21ft, and took up our quarters in an adjacent village. 





* The 4th of April we provided ourfelves with waggons and frefh carri- 
* ers, and finding the waters almoft drained off the land, we departed for 
* SARATOFF.—Our courfe being to the fouth eaft, travelling began to be 
* pleafant, the fummer advanced, and the roads grew every day better on 
* the srEP, where we found great plenty of wild ducks, fnipes, heath- 
* cocks, and other birds, of which we fhot more than enough to fupply us, 
* and lived wholly on game. But there was yet no grafs on the srep, fo 
** that during our four days travelling over it, we were obliged to carry hay 
* and corn for our horfes: however we fhould have found it very agreeable, 
“ but that one or other of us w4s conftrained to be continually on the watch; 
* for fear of a furprize. There are houfes called zA1MoRas, built for the 
* accommodation of travellers in winter, about 20 werfts diftant. In thefe 
* cottages we were forced to take up our lodgings, water in other places 
* being very fcarce. Thefe zA1Monas are harbours for rogues, as well as 
“ for honeft travellers, which obliged us to be more than ufual on our guard; 
** neither could we put any confidence in our waggoners. We had only two 
* RUSSIAN fervants with us, fo that we divided ourfelves in the night into 
* two watches, a method which we afterwards continued all the way down 
* the VOLGA. 
Vor, I: C * April 


A 
- 





JOHN ELTON TRAVELS INTO THE Part I. 


* Aprilthe 15th. We arrived at the city of sanATorr, and waited on the 
WEYVODP!; we found great difficulty to get quarters, the town having 
been burnt about a year before. As the ARMENIANS, whom we were in 
hopes to have found here, had failed two days before ; we were much 
diflreffed how to get a paffage, ne veffel being obtainable but large boats 
which were bound down the vorcA with meal, and might probably 
be a month in their paffage to asTRACHAN. The large lotkas ? and ca- 
noes, which ufed to be here in great numbers, were either gone or going 
on the fturgeon fifhery, and could not be either hired or purchafed on any 
terms. Thus we were under the flrongeft difficulty imaginable how to 
get to ASTRACHAN time enough to fecure our paffage over the cas- 
PIAN. 


* While we were under this dilemma, a veffel arrived with paffengers 
from SAMARA, and being informed that there was a lotka belonging 
to her, bad as fhe was, we determined to buy her. The reader will 
eafily comprehend what fhe was, by the inconfiderable price of three 
rubles and an half, which we gave for her. It required two days to pre- 
pare her for the voyage; in the mean time we engaged five hands to go 
with us to ASTRACHAN. ‘The third day we put our goods and part of 
our baggage and provifions on board ; but the far greateít part of the latter 
we were forced to take out again to be fent after us by the firft opportu- 
nity, for there was only room for our oars, and two of us to fit in the 
ftern. When we all got into the boat, being now ten in number, fhe fwam 
fo deep that we were extremely irrefolute whether to proceed in her or 
not. But fenfible of the fingular advantage of joining the ARMENIANS, 
who were gone before us, defirous alfo to crofs the cAsPIAN in the fame 
veflel with them, and perfuaded that if we miffed this opportunity, we 
might lofe half the fummer before another veffel failed for REsHD, or 
that arriving there late in the feafon, we might be forced to winter in GHI- 
LAN; we ufed our utmoft expedition in difpatching all things for our de- 
parture, and refolved to proceed with her. On the fecurity of our little 


1 The chief magiftrate, who acted as governor. m Boats fo called. 
* cargo 
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cargo all our hopes of opening a trade depended ; and to 5 at ASTRA 
CHAN with our goods damaged, was the fame as not to affive there at 
all. ‘Thefe difficultigs made us forget the dangers, to which we were ex- 
pofed from a party of pirates, who we were informed hovered about zo- 
LoTovA. We had fire arms more than fufficient, and not hearing that 
thefe robbers were as yet provided with them, we made no queition of 
our capacity of defending ourfelwes in cafe they fhould attack us. 


* Aprilthe 2oth. We fet fail, and left saRATorFr, but were detained fome 
hours every day by contrary winds, which blew frefh ; this obliged us to 
go very near the entrance of zoLoTova inlet, which on a fudden brought 
us in fight of a party. of at leaft 40 perfons, who were on the bank with 
fix large boats. We inftantly ftood to our arms, and demanded who they 









. were, they aníwered that they belonged to NISNANOVOGORODE, and 


were going to ASTRACHAN. We rowed down about a mile lower, and 
went afhore, but before we had welllanded, the crew of one of the fuf- 
pected boats put off, and came directly down to us; but as we kept our 
people under arms, fhe held on her way down the vorca. We-met 
with many alarms of the like kind in our paffage, fometimes from the 
RUSSIANS, fometimes from the KHALMUCKs; and the winds being often 
contrary, and our boat fo very deep laden, we were frequently obliged to 
make faft to the fhore, by which means it was a fortnight before we reach- 
ed ASTRACHAN, where, as may be very eafily conceived, we arrived 
thoroughly fatigued ; fince there was no room to ly: down in the boat, 
and to fleep fitting was almoft as bad as being without fleep; befides, the 
danger of being furprized, permitted us to take at the moft only broken 








 flumbers. 


* May the 4th, being at ASTRACHAN, we fecured our boat, and, after 
taking our reft, landed our goods and baggage. Here we found the-ARME- 
NIANS whom we fo much defired to join ; they intended to load their goods 
one of the vefiels belonging to the crown, which was to fail for RESHD 
in three weeks. In this interval we informed ourfelves of the nature of 

C 2 * the 
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the PERSIAN trade, and how it was carried on by the RussIANs, as well 
as the ARMENIANS. ‘The latter fufpecting our defign were very fhy in 
giving us information ; and as we eafity perceived, this, we could not rely 
on what they faid. They acknowledged however, that the trade from 
ASTRACHAN to PERSIA had hitherto been free and open; that foreign 
merchants importing goods into PERSIA, might carry them to what mar- 
ket they liked beft, and difpofe of them to whom they pleafed; but that 


: this year all goods brought to REsHD were obliged to be fold there; and 


that the sHAuH’s fon would not permit any one to buy them, except his 
own merchants; for although they might keep their goods, if they did 
not like the price which thofe merchants offered, yet they were not al- 
lowed to carry them to any other market, or permitted to fell them to any 
other perfon ; and that the sHan’s fon had engrofled all the raw filk to 
himfelf, fo that this commodity was to be procured only of his mer- 
chants, 


« Things being thus circumftanced, we determined to proceed directly 
from ASTRACHAN fto KHIEVA, and thence to BOKHARA, for which 
places the goods we had with us were very proper. Here was a veflel 
bound for cape KARAGANSKOI, on the eaft fide of the CAsPIAN, from 
whence, by traverfing the sTEP, in about ten days we might arrive at 
KHIEVA, and proceed from thence to BOKHARA. ‘Two RUSSIAN fac- 
tors intended to make this voyage, as well as feveral KHIVINSKIE TAR- 
TARS, who came in the fame veflel from cape KARAGANSKOI the year 
before.--- We were defirous to fee BOKHARA, and from thence to come 
home through PERSIA, thinking ourfelves fecure of felling our goods 
there for a confiderable profit, and in the right road at the fame time of 
gaining a tolerable acquaintance with a country fo little known to Evu- 
ROPEANS, and of carrying on a trade in which we chiefly placed our 
hopes. But we found the veffel old and crazy, and were told, that in 
paffing the sTEP to KuIEVA, we fhould run the greateft hazard of being 
plundered and fold for flaves: for though the KHAN of the TARTARs 
fhould, on notice of this veflel's arrival, fend a {mall efcort to meet and 

* protect 
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protect the caravan, yet this was a flender fecurity, fince as the TARTARS 
are crafty and fubtle, and wonderfully fkilled in ftratagems, he might at the 
fame time fend a mueh ftronger party,to plunder it But what prevailed 
on us moft to defift from this expedition, w4s the certain intelligence we 
had of the PERsIANs invading that country; fo that had we arrived fafe 
at KHIEVA and BOKHARA, there could be but little hopes of our return- 
ing home by the way of PERs?A; and thus the principal end of our 
journey would have been defeated. We now -therefore turned our eyes 
directly towards PERs1A, though even on that fide we had but a gloomy 
profpect, and obferving that the ARMENIANS fhipped off goods for RESHDs 
it encouraged us to run the fame rifk, as without fome rifk nothing could 
be done. - 





* May the 2 3d. Béing informed by the lieutenant, who was the ‘com- 
mander of the admiralty, that a veffíel belonging to the EMpREss was on de- 
parture for RESHD, we immediately put our goods and baggage aboard her, 





and proceeding down the vorcGa, the next day we arrived at YERKIE. 


A midfhipman, who was the commanding officer there, gave us the beft 
quarters he could procure. "The houfes in that place are very mean, ex- 


. cept that belonging to the admiralty, which confifts of four rooms, where 


four midfhipmen were lodged. We arrived at YERKIE five days before 
the ARMENIANS, and were forced to remain there four days longer, be- 
fore they had loaded their'goods, and the veffel could be put into a condi- 
tion to fail. 


ec June the 3d. Having left YERKIE in fair weather and a calm, we 
drove with the ftream over the bar. After a paffage of 14 days, we ar- 


rived fafe in ENzELLEE road, and the next day got over that bar, and en- 
tered the haven. 


* The next day we warped over ENZELLEE lake, and came to PERRI- 
BAZAR, a {mall village on the fouth bank of the lake, Here the PER- 
stan cuftom-houfe officers had their flation, and all the goods defign. 
ed for REsHD are landed. 


C H A P. 
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Mv. EL TON's journal contihued, from bis arrival at Rsup till bis obtain- © 
img a desree of RIZA KOULI MYRZA, the regent of PERSIA, in-favour 
of the BRITISH merchants. 


« FUNE the 21{t. We landed our goods and baggage, and after they had 
s< been vifited by the cuftom-houfe officers, we proceeded dire&ly with 
.** them to REsHD, which is eight ENGLIsH miles diftant. The goods were 
*« lodged in the cuftbmi-houfe, and remained there about three days, in which 
* time they were opened, viewed, valued, and delivered to us; the duty 
* was ç per cent. on their valuation, the amount of which they left at our 
« pleafure to difcharge when we thought fit. We were obliged to take up 
« lodgings ina very indifferent caravanferai; indeed the beft of them are very 
* mean, the rooms baving no light but from the door, fo that they appeared 
« like the cells of a jail in our own country. But at length we procured 4 
* houfe, in a fituation fo pleafant that it feemed a heaven tous. Our great- 
<< eft concern now was, in what character to act, being fuch entire ftrang- 
* ers, and the firft ENGLISHMEN that were known to have come hither o- 
ver the CASPIAN on account of trade. As it was moft agreeable to our 
« inclinations, fo it was our primary intention, to live privately, and. re- 
* tarn home unobferved; but this we found to be a ícheme abfolutely 
« impracticable, for the JoULFA ARMENIANS "at ASTRACHAN, as well as 
« thofe who came over in the fame veffel with us, being much alarmed 
« at:the notions which, through jealoufy and fear, they had formed of. our 
« defign, had acquainted every body who we were, particularly the gover- 
«€ nor of the province of GHILAN, whom we were well affured they had en- 
« deavoured to prejudice againft us. In this fituation we laboured to pro- 
« cure the very beft information we could, of the difpofition and temper 
« of the PERSIANS, and determined to act in our proper character as mer- 
« chants, This refolution being once formed, to prevent his fending to en- 
cc quire 














* Inhabitants of jouLFa near ISFAHAN, 
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might depend on indulgence and protection in all things we could reafon- 
ably.defire ; and that he would immediately make a report of us to the 


* it neceflary to pay our refpects to the vızır himfelf, as foon as poffible. ` 








33 
quire after us, we waited on the MUSTAPHA, who commanded the city in 
his abfence. We informed him that we were ENGLISHMEN, Come with 
a {mall cargo of ENG»isu cloth, to feg how it would fell in GHILAN, and 
to buy raw filk ; that if, upon the experimerft, we fhould find it anfwer; 
our defign was to engage largely in the trade, and eftablifh a factory in 
GHILAN ; that as one of us. was a feaman °’, as well as merchant, it was 
proper to take a furvey of the casrran, that we might know if it was 
navigable, and how far we might venture our goods on it ; alfo to enquire 
if the veffels that now traverfed the cAsPIAN were to be trufted; or whe- 








ther we fhould be obliged to have veffels of our own. 


« To which the MUSTAPHA ? replied, that the sHAH was a great encou- 
raget of trade, without doubt, would favour our defign; that we 








VIZIR *, who was in the country. ‘The favourable manner.in which, 
ovr project was received, gave. us great pleafure; however we thought 





s. June the 27th, Havisg provided ourfelves with horfes, we fet out for 


| LAHIJAN, a city about ço werits to the caftward of REsHD, where the 


VIZIR had a country feat, the heats being much more moderate there than 





at RESHD. It was late in the evening when we arrived at LAHIJAN. Qur 


guide and interpreter, who was a PERSIAN that fpoke Russ, carried us di- 
rectly to the cALENTAR ', whofe eldeft fon received us very civilly. When 
the CALENTAR came home, he repeated the compliments which his fon 








had made us, ordered fupper, and appointed us an apartment in his houfe, 
* After fupper we retired, and were followed by the cALENTAR’s eldeft fon, 





who brought two of his countrymen with him. Finding that they drank 


° Here Mr. Er rou firt made a difcovery of what'he ought in all prudence to have concealed. 
» Signifies a writer; there are of different orders. 


» 3 Vifir is the next officer to the governor. 


, Town-clerk. 
*« ftrong 
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* ftrong liquors, and had excellent lemon- juice, we treated them with punch, 
* which lafted till midnight, at which time our brandy was near expended ; 
* for we did not expect to find any admirers of ftrong liquors among the na- 
tives of PERSIA. 


~~ 


€ 


e 


* June the 28th, About fun-rife we waited on the vızır, having previoufly 
* fent our prefent, as no perfon in that gountry appears before a great man, 
* for the firft time, without a gift of fome kind or other. He received us 
* very kindly, bidding us welcome; and immediately chairs were brought 
* us to fit down. Our interpreter informed him who we were, and on 
* what account we came into PERSIA, and begged in our names the favour 
* of his protection. He anfwered, that as we were ftrangers, fo he reck- 
** oned us his guefts; and therefore had we not come about any particular 
* bufinefs, it was his duty to do all in his power to ferve us: that as to our 
* defign, he would talk to us about it, when he came to REsHD, and then 
« he would forthwith make a report to the suan, who he was affured would 
« not fail to fhew us favour. He entertained us with coffee, tea, and fweet- 
* meats, but excufed himielf that he could not afk us to dine with him that 
* day, becaufe he was to go immediately to Rzsup ; however he defired that 
« we would reft ourfelves with the CALENTAR, who would be very glad of 
* our company. The houfe of the vızır ftood at the weft end of a large ob- 
* long court, of green turf, enclofed with a wall, a quarter of a mile in 
* circumference. ‘The eaít end of the houfe was a large covered gallery, 
* in which is a fountain, and from whence we had the command of a coun- 
* try that would have afforded an excellent landikip, the profpect to the 
* eaftward and the adjacent lands, being interfperfed with mountains, woods, 
« and vales, fo that nothing could be more delightful. At the farther end of 
s the gallery fat the vIzIR, on each fide of him feveral PERstANs of diftinétion, 
* who, fmoaking their calean, obferved a profound filence. The vizir had 
« the command of a sooo men: in the abfence of the governor he has a 
* guard of 100 men, whom he ordered to be drawn up under the gallery, 
« in two lines facing each other, intending it as a compliment to us. 


K We 
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“¢ We then returned to the CALENTAR’s houfe, ‘with whom we ‘were © 
4 now become in fome méafure. acquainted ; and' retired to our apart- 
* ments when we plesfed. Curiofity (to fee us encreafed the number 
* of his guefts : Among feveral perfons of note there came three aftrolo- 
* gers, who were drefled in white, wich large turbants of the fame co-' 
« lour. The Persians to this day are great lovers of aftrology, and pay 
«a | profound refpe& to the profeffers of it, relying much on their predic- 
« tions; we fhewed them a particular regard, and the more as we ap- 
«, prehended they were fent by the viz1iR, on purpofe to give their opinion 
« of us. Our interpreter, without our knowledge, had mformed them 
« that joHN ELTON ‘ was a proficient in aftronomy, which induced ‘one 
« of them to fend us, by way of prefent, a PERSIAN Kalender very fair- 
« ly written. The VIZIR having ordered his fervants to kill a deer, of 
* which there are great plenty in the neighbouring mountains, at noon 
** they returned with a fat buck, on part of. which we {upped that night. 























' «e Next morning we took leave of the CALENTAR, and returned to 
"€ gEsHD, not without being much incommoded by the heat, otherwife 
** this would have been a very pleafant journey. On every: fide we-faw 

*« proves of all kinds of fruit-trees, and gardens abounding with water- 
<“ melons, which were now in feafon. ‘The number of fmall trenches, 

«that convey running water to the rice fields, yield a very refrething 
«€ fight i in-thofe extreme heats, and frequently allayed our thirft. 





















4 July the ıt, This "— we waited on the VIZIR, and repeated 
* to him the view of our coming into PERSIA, upon which we had . 
'**:a' long difcourfe with him; the refult was, that with regard to the 
4A. goods. we now brought with us, the su An's merchant would buy them, 
** and give.as much as any other perfon; and if we pleafed we might go 
* to the soars fon at MESCHED, and negotiate our own affairs; but we 
.** had already intimated that fo long a journey did not fuit with our prefent 

f It mof be obferved, that this journal, though mor: immediately given by J. ELTON, is wrote in 
the plural as from him, and his companion cr Æ ME alfo, 


Vor L. ID * fituation : 
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* Gtuation: he then hinted to us, that if we would draw up a petition, 
* explaining what thofe privileges were which we defired, he would 
* directly forward it to the sn An's fon, who he affured us would not he- 
« fitate to grant a decree*in our favour, Having fo fair an opportuni- 
« ty, and finding the PERSIAN® trade would anfwer, we immediately 
« embraced the vizin's offer, and returned him our thanks, telling him 
« that. we would draw up a petition ae foon as poble, and lay it before 
** him for his approbation. 











«*- After taking our leave of the vizir, we went to the st An's merchant, 
with whom we difcourfed for a longtime. He enquired particularly a- 
«€ bout the nature of our trade, whether the company of ENGLISH mer- 
« chants, who traded to St. PETERSBURG, was the fame that traded to Is- 
** FAHAN, by way of EAST INDIA. We aníweréd all his queftions to 
« fatisfa&ion, and informed him of what had paffed in our converfation 
with the vızır, and our intention of fending a petition to the sHan’s fon 
dt MESCHED, to defire his protection, and a free trade into his domini- 
ons. At this he expreffed great fatisfaction, and obferved, that as our 
* petition related to trade, it would be referred to his mafter, the sHan’s 
* principal merchant, who is his treafurer and a great favourite, to whom 
he would write particularly concerning us; at the fame time he affured 
* us of his readinefs to do all the good offices in his power. We thank- 
« ed him, and added, that as we intendgd to return very {oon to ASTRA- 
* cHAN, it would be of fingular advantage to us to have our bufinefs 


« fpeedily difpatched. 

















« The next day we drew up a petition in ENGLISH, of which we pro- 
« cured a tranílation into the PERSIAN language, in the beft manner we 
* were able; the following contains the feveral articles. 
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To Riza Kourt MYRrZA, regent of Persia. 


The petition of J. ELTON and M. cRJ£Mr, ip behalf of the BRITISH 
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company of merchants. 


HA T the BRITISH company may navigate the CASPIAN, and 
at all other times, without reftraint, fail with merchandize 
to and from any of the sHAn’s ports on that fea. 





II. ** That they may at all times import merchandize into Any pert of 
the su AH's dominions in PERSIA, INDIA, Or BOKHARA, paying fach 
duty only on importation as the fubjects of PERs1A ufually pay, and 





-inveft the produce in raw filk, or any other commodity of the suAn's 


dominions, paying fuch duties on exportation, as the fubjects of PER- 
SIA pay. 





JIT. ** That they may have liberty to hire or buy houfes or warehoufes 
in any part of the su Au's dominions, and there difpofe of their goods 
to the beft advantage, without being liable to any other duty than what 
was firft paid on importation. 


. IV. ** That the company may have all poffible protection for their 


perfons and effects, in every part of the su An's dominions, and leave 
to depart thence-freely at all times, as their occafions fhall require. 


V. ** That the company will be ready at all times to contra& with 
the su An's merchants for any quantity of cloth for cloathing the PER- 
SIAN army, or any other ufe, the su An’s merchants agreeing for thé 


.price, and delivering patterns for fuch cloths. That when the faid 
' cloth fhall be imported according to contract, if the su An's merchants 


find any of them inferior to the pattern, they may reject them; but for 
what they fhall receive, they are to pay the company ready money. 
That whatever cloths are refufed, the company may fell them in any 
part of the su Am's dominions, on the beft terms they can. 
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* ‘The company will be at all times ready to contract with the sHAH’s 
merchants for any quantity of any other fort of goods; and they defire 
that no delays may be made on the part of the sHan’s merchants, in 
receiving goods for whith they have contracted. 


VI. ** That if they fhall contract with private PERSIAN merchants for 
any certain quantity of goods, and a difpute fhall arife about the de- 
livery or payment of the fame, the governor of that province fhall de- 
cide the difference; but if the company fhall not chufe to abide by 
the decifion of the governor, that then they may have leave direétly 





€ to appeal to the suam himfelf. 


VII. « That if any of their fhips fhall arrive at any other of the Shah’s 
ports befides REsHD, and they fhall not be furgifhed with PERSIAN 
money enough to difcharge the duty of fuch goods as they import, 
then the receiver of the cuftoms of fuch port fhall take a bill of ex- 
change on the company’s houfe at REsHD, for the amount of fuch 


duty. 


VIII. ** That when the company fhall have paid duty on goods im- 
ported, the faid goods fhalk not be liable to any farther duty on any 
pretence whatfoever, although fuch goods are carried from the place 
where they are landed, to any other part of the su Anu's dominions. 


IX. « That goods imported by the company, not for the sH An's ufe, 
but defigned to be fold in the inland parts of his dominions, may not 
be liable to be wholly unpacked by the cuftom-houfe officers, but only 
fo far opened as may fatisfy them there is no fraud defigned, and 
that the contents of the bales are really fuch as they are reported to 
be. 


X. * That they may have a broker appointed to attend them, who, if 
required, may be a witnefs betwixt them and any perfon they may con- 
tract with, or fell goods to; alfo for any other fuch ufe. 


We 
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29 
We humbly beg that this our bufinefs may be fpeedily dif- 
* patched, that we may return with our report; and if, 
* through the fhort time we have had to draw up this Pe- 
** tition, we have forgotten any, material articles, we hum- 
* bly defire. we may obtain them next year. 


& 


e 


4,3») J. ELTON. 
Signed and fealed 3 GRZEME. 


*' When this petition was tranflated, we prefented it to the vrziR and 


alfo to the merchant, who approved of it; we informed them at the 
fame time that we had nothing but a gold repeating watch of curious 
workmanfhip, worthy of the regent's acceptance. They both thought 
it proper to fend» the watch as a prefent with the petition; therefore 
having prepared fair copies in our own and the PERSIAN language, we 
delivered them to the merchant, together with the repeating watch, and 
a plain gold one for the regent's treafurer. On the 4th of July they 
were all fent forward to MESCHED. 


* The few goods we had brought with us, we fold to the regent's 
merchant, who bargained with us very fairly; and gave us as good a 
price as we could have obtained of any of the private merchants who 
valued them. 


** The regent, after the example of his father, had entered into very 
oppreflive meafures, by buying up all EUROPEAN goods, as well as raw 
filk, making himfelf the only merchant in PERSIA. Complaints being 
made to him of the pernicious coniequences of this policy by the ca- 
LENTAR Of RESHD, who was deputed by the people of that city, he 
ordered him to be ftrangled, under pretence that by fuch reprefentations 
bis authority was contemned ; however, this project wounded the PER- 
SIAN merchants in a moft feafible manner, and could not therefore, it 


| the opinion of the wifeft heads, be of any long duration. 


** A month 





© 
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* A month and feven days being expired fince we forwarded our pe- 
« tition, and the feafon drawing near for the departure of the laft fhips 
from PERSIA to ASTRACHAN, we began to be impatient for an anfwer. 
* We reprefented to the vizir thé neceílity we were under of returning 
* to RUSSIA in the autumn, otherwife we muft lofe a whole year. The 
* vizir replied, that one of us at leaft ought to ftay, to do honour to 
* the regent's decree; and dropt fevera] expreílions, intimating the dan- 
.** ger himfelf fhould be expofed to, if he permitted us to depart. He de- 
* fired that Mr. ELTON fhould remain, and that he would fend Mr. 
* GRZEME poft by land to the russian frontiers, and provide him a fafe 
* convoy atthe sHAH's expence. Whilít this matter, fo interefling to 
us, was in agitation, the 15th of Auguft a courier arrived with a de- 
*€ cree, which we received with much fatisfaction. We prefented the 
* courier with a complete PERsIAN habit, which, according to the cuf- 


* tom of the country, he wore in honour of us, and, in return, he in- 
fifted on our fervants acceptance of three gold ducats. The decree was 
** conceived in the following terms. 











The decree of Rıza Kovuri MYRZA. 


UR high commandment confifts in this, that we have condef- 
cended to grant the petitioners the contents of their humble 
s petition; and be it KNown to the moft excellent Begler Begs, moft 
« honourable governors and commiffioners of our empire of IRAN 
* which refembles paradife ; the country of BALKH, and its dependencies.. 





* Whereas fome honourable ENGLIsH merchants have arrived here from 

** the empire of Russia, we have given them liberty, and hereby allow 
* them, to land their goods, with all freedom, in any of our ports of the 
* CASPIAN, and from thence to carry them to any market of our em- 
* pire, particularly to our provinces of KHORASAN, HERAK, FARS, 
t VAUSIER, RODSHAUM$, VEZBED, . KHERMAN, BALKH, ANHIHOBAD, 
4° STRABRAN, and to the banks of ghe river AMU, ta the confines of 
* BAD- 
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BADDUKHSHAN, CABUL, COSBIN, PSTAGNE, to the empire of INDIA, 
and to the banks of the river ATToK: And that they be permitted 
and indulged to puffue their journies with their merchandize, without 
the leaft interruption. or difturbance, we Have ordered all the fubjects 
of our empire to give them all reafonable affiftance. When they 
fhall have determined at any port or place to open their goods, and ex- 
pofe them to fale, they may 2t all times do fo without interruption ; 
and what remains unfold, they are left at the liberty to tranfport them 
where they pleafe, in veffels or on loads. Upon fuch veffels or carriages 
on which their goods (hall be loaded, the cuftomary duty only fhai be 
taken, and by no means any more (hall be exacted from them. 





« If thefe ENGLISH merchants defire to buy up and export any of the 


commodities of the empire, in that they fhall meet with no manner of 


hindrance, but fhall find the fame indulgence as any other merchants 


whatfoever. When their veffels or merchandize fhall happen to arrive at 


any port or place where there fhall be no ENGLIsH conful, or ENGLISH 
houfe, or though there fhall be an ENGLIsH houfe, yet if they have 
no inclination to land their goods, no force fhall be ufed to oblige 
them to land them, nor fhall they, under any pretence, be detained, 
after paying the ufual duty, and taking a receipt or difcharge for the 
fame. If it fhould happen, that they have no money ready to pay the 
duty on goods they fhall import into any other port or place befides 
RESHD, then they may give an affignment on their houfe at RESHD. 
If they fhall have occafion to hire, or buy veffels, for carrying off, or 
bringing on fhore their goods, the commanders of our ports are here- 
by commanded to give them all reafonable affiftance therein. If thefe 
merchants defire to fell their goóds out of their own quarters, houfes, 
or warehoufes, we give them full power fo to do; and let none have 
the affurance to Interrupt them, under pretence that the goods have 
not been regularly viewed by the cuftom-houfe officers; but at the 
fame time we expect they will not offer goods to tale, that have not been 
regularly reported at the cuftom-houfe, to the injury of our revenues. 


« 1f 
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« If the ENGLIsH merchants defire to hire, buy, or build houfes at 
‘© RESHD, or in any other port or place, in that we order them to have 
*«. all reafonable affiftance, but the inhabitants of fitch places fhall not be 
* eonftrained to part with'their houíes, againft theig inclination; yet 
«. they fhall treat the ENGLISH with all imaginable civility and refpect. 


« If any of the goods they fhall import, be thought proper by our com- 
| miffaries for ourfelf, fuch may be taken by them for our ufe, at the 
* fame price as they would be fold to other people, our commiffaries pay- 
« ing ready money, and they fhall not be obliged to part with, or de- 
liver goods, without ready money; and in fuch payments let none dare 
to give them the leaft trouble, under pain of our higheft difpleafure. 
Whatfoever goods they fhall bring, that fhall not be thought proper for 
« our ufe, they have liberty to fell them to whom they pleafe, without 
. hindrance or delay ; and thefe the ENGLIsH merchants have leave to fhip 
* off, and carry to what place they fhall think moft convenient; and if 
** any differences happen in trade, and they fhall come to hearing or trial, 


the commiflaries of the place are ordered to give immediate fentence 
* without, partiality. 








* In whatfoever port the ENGLIsH merchants fhall pay their duty, 
there they are to have a written difcharge, in which fhall be fet forth, 
for what goods they have paid duty, and the amount thereof, that 
they may not be liable to pay duty for them again, in any other. port 
or place. 'The cuítom-houfe officers are not to break open and unpack 
thcir bales, but to take the merchant's word for the contents of them 

that thcy may fuftain no damage. In whatever province the ENGLIsH 
merchants fhall arrive, our moft excellent Begler Begs, and other our 
hon. urabie commanders, are hereby ordered to fhew them all imagin- 
* able r^fpect, ner to allow or fuffer any perfon whatfoever, to affront or 
* p:oleft them. And feeing the petitioners are only acquainted with the 
EUROPEAN language, and cannot confer with our fubje&ts without an in- 
terpreter, it is neceffary their brokers fhould be men acquainted with both 


** languages, 
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* languages. If they defire fuch interpreters, though they are chriftians, 
* they have leave to make ufe of chem without reftraint. 


« The petitioners are received under our moft gracious protection: the 
« watch which they fent was received , and as a mark of our favour, by 
* the bearer hereof, we prefent them with ço rubles: and we hereby 
* command our moft high trufty treafurers and regifters of our empire, 
* to regifter this our high decree, and put it in execution, under pain of 
our higheft diípleafure. 





** Written at MESCHED in the Shumafnel Saneuf 1152 years . 
( ) The place of the feal of 


RfzA Kouri MYRZA. 


C H A P. VI. 


Mr. ELTON returns fo St. PETERSBURG. His farther proceedings in efta- 
blifbing the CASPIAN trade, till the delivery of bis memorial to the honour- 
able Mr. FINCH. 





ie the preceding extract from Mr. ELTon’s journal, the reader will, 
without queftion, obferve that the regent's decree was in every refpect 
as full and clear as could poffibly be defired; and tho’ I believe fome la- 
titude was taken in the tranflation of it, yet it was the regent’s mean- 
ing to give all poffible encouragement to the trade propofed. As to paying 
ready money for goods taken for the ufe of the crown, it was never prac- 
tifed in our time; it was called ready money, but it generally proved a 
laborious task, and required fome time to recover it; and as to contract- 
Auguf 1739. 
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contra&ing for goods on patterns previous to their arrival, it is not prac- 
tifed in PERSIA. 


The 50 crowns fent by the regent as a prefent, has no air of grandeur, 
but it was difcovered after fome tome, that the execrable wretch who was 
entrufted with the gold repeating watch, had delivered only a mean one. 
of filver. 


. Mr. ELTON having received the decree, prefented it to the governor; 
who received it ftanding, in the moft refpetful manner, putting it firft up 
to his forehead, with both his hands, according to the manner of the 
PERSIANS. ‘The whole company rofe up at the fame time, and when 
the governor had again taken his feat, he read the decree, and gave it 
to the vızır for his perufal. He defired likewife that he might have 
a copy thereof, in order to communicate the fame to all whom it con- 
cerned, and enter it alfo on the public regifter. At the fame time he 
infifted that Mr. ELTON fhould remain in GHILAN, from a prefumption 
that the regent would make very particular enquiries concerning him and 
his partner. Mr. ELTON reprefented that his ftaying there would fruftrate 
the ends of the decree which the regent had given him ; becaufe his em- 
ployment required him to repair forthwith to 5t. PETERSBURG, in order 
to fettle matters with his conftituents. Accordingly leaving Mr. GR ÆME, 
he departed the 22d of Auguft for Russia, and after meeting with tedi- 
ous delays, and fome unkind ufage during his quarentine at the mouth of 
the voLca, he arrived in St. PETERSBURG about the end of January 1740. 





The fuccefs he had in PERSIA procured him a kind reception from the 
ENGLISH factors, who after confulting their principals in Lonpon, defired 
he would prefent a memorial to his majefty's minifter at the court of Rus- 
$1A, the fubftance of which will appear from the following extracts, 


Extracts 
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Extracts of a memorial delivered by J. ELTON, to the honourable Mr. 


E. FINCH, his majeíty's minifter at St. PETERSBURG. Dated in St: 
PETERSBURG, July! 1740. 





HE northern provinces of PE&sIA produce the greateft quanti- 
ty, and the beft fort of raw filk; and from thence the fouthern 
provinces, and the filk manufactories at MESCHED, as well as thofe in 
TURKEY, are fupplied. ‘The provinces moft abounding in filk are 
GHILAN, the principal city in which is REsHD ; SHIRVAN, the capi- 
tal of which is SHAMAKIE; ARAN‘, of which the chief city is 
GANJA: the two former of thefe provinces are on the fouth weft 








{hores of the caspian fea, and the latter is adjacent. 





* Since NADIR sHAH’s acceffion: to the throne of PERs1A, he has 
made MESCHED, the capital of KHORASAN, his favourite city, and 
confequently the feat of the PERsrIAN empire; fo that by the extra- 





ordinary privileges with which he has endowed that capital, and by 


other meafures that he hath taken to aggrandize it, he has in fome 
meafure drained 18F AH AN of its inhabitants. 





.* RIZA KOULI MYRZA, regent ot PERSIA, and eideít fon to NA- 


DIR SHAH, hath eftablifhed his refidence at MESCHED for fome 


years paft, during his fathers abfence in 1ND1A; in which time he 


hath taken the city of BALK, and cleared the frontiers of KHORA- 
SAN from the TURKUMANS and ovusBEG TARTARS, Who ufed fre- 
quently to infeft them.  "T'is prefumed likewife that the city of BOK- 
HARA has by this time fubmitted to the PERSIANS. 


** The feat of the PERSIAN empire being thus removed fo near to the 
CASPIAN, for MESCHED is but an eafy journey from the port of As- 
TRABAD, is, without doubt, a very lucky circumftance for our mer- 
chants, who by that means are enabled to fupply it with EUROPE- 
AN commodities, particularly with woollen goods, which is an article 
t ARAN is generally wrote ERVAN. | 
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* of very great confequence; as all the PERSIANS, from the higheft to 
« the loweft, efteem and prefer woollen cloaths to their own cheaper filk- 
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en manufactures, infomuch that they never wear hofe of any fort but 
fuch as are made of woollen cloth ". 


« To fupply the capital city of PERsIA, and the adjacent provinces, 
with woollen goods and other EUROPEAN commodities, is not the only 
motive that fhould determine the BR1T1sH merchants to eftablifh their 
principal mart at MEscHED. The confideration of the advantageous 
fituation of that city, ought to carry their views much farther; for it 
lies moft commodioufly to anfwer the demands of the neighbouring 
parts of TARTARY. For whoever confiders the great: extent of 
both the poKn AR A's, the kingdoms of TANGUT and THIBET, to- 
gether with the vaft tracts of land that border upon them, muft at 
the fame time fee that they contain many great and populous cities; 
even their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions of people, who 
are fond of EUROPEAN commodities: from whence we muft conclude, 
that a very advantageous trade might be carried on with them through 
MESCHED ; for caravans come to this place from all the cities in the 
great and little BoKHARA, and from feveral of the eaftern cities of 
PERSIA, alfo from CABUL, KANDAHAR, and the northern frontiers 
of iND1A. And without all queftion, when thofe cities are certain of 
finding at MEscH ED plenty of all the forts of EUROPEAN goods that 
they want, and at the fame time an increafed demand for their own 
commodities, their caravans muft quickly become more rich, and there- 
fore more numerous ; by which means alone the BRITISH merchants, 
without carrying their goods further than MESCHED, will be able to 
pufh their commerce to the utmoft limits of the extenfive countries 
abovementioned. 


« That the BRITISH merchants may command this BOKH AR A trade, 
whenever they pleafe, is obvious to a degree that cannot be faid to re- 


When they wear hofe they are made loofe in the manner of boots, tho’ they do not ufe them in 


riding ; but wove focks is the common clothing of their feet. 
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quire any proof. They have nothing to dd but to fend their goods from 
St. PETERSBURG, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water, 
to ASTRACHAN, where they may embark them to crofs the CAs- 
PIAN fea, to the port of AsTRABAfD, in the fouth eaft bottom of the 
CASPIAN, and ‘from thence there is but a little way by land to mzs- 


'CHED: this will be fafer, more eafy, and almoft-as expeditious as fend- 


«-ing poods from LONDON to St. PETERSBURG, ‘becaufe the CASPIAN 
«c is.a much fafer-navigation than the BALTIC. But the fuccefs of all de- 


«c - 


cc. 





pends intirely on the BRiT1sH merchants having their own vefiels: to 
navigate the vorca and the casPraNn, for-reafons which it would be- 


improper to mention here. 


.** "The Bri¥F1sx merchants cannot have any formidable rivals to con- 





tend with, or to apprehend in this trade; for the eaftern provinces of 
PERSIA, both the BoKH AR A's, and the adjacent countries, can be no 


otherwife fupplied with guRoPEAN commodities, than through the 
‘RUSSIAN empire, and by the method beforementioned of reforting to 


the city of MESCHED. 


«c -On the ftri&teft enquiry I could make in Gu 1r AN, I could not find 


(hat any’ ENGLI1sM woollen goods, either by way of EAST INDIA, 


| | ‘ ` ? 
* or TURKEY, evef reached to this old mart, and new capital of PER- 


s1A.. The woollen goods which the ARMENIANS import into GHI- 


LAN; either by the way of TURKEY, or the empire of RUSSIA, are all 
. pu TCH cloths, and but few of thefe are fent to MESCHED; fo that the 


trade from Lonpon crofs the cAsPIAN to this city, might, in the 
courfe of a few years, be made as confiderable iù regard to the con- 
fumption of our woollen manufactures, as any one branch of commerce 
we have at prefent. It is alfo to be fcarcely doubted, that the BRITISH 
merchants, if they refolve in earneft to enter on the trade to BOKHARA, 
will find their account in it, much more than in that which they now 
carry on from LoNDoN to the empire of Russia. Indeed this may be 
eafily proved; for at MEscHED and the BoKHAR A'S their woollen goods 
would yield a much better price, and much greater profit would arife 

« from 
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** from their returns. In this trade they would fell all their goods for ready 
money; whereas in RUsstA the BRITISH merchants are obliged to give 
long credit, which not only confumes a part of their profit, but fubjects 
them annually to contract bad debts, for large fums. 











*« With regard to the trade to the BoKHAR A's, it.is a moft favourable cir- 
* cumftance that MEsCHED ftands fo very commodioufly with refpeé to the 
provinces of GHILAN and sHIRVAN, from whence the returns for goods 
fold at MESCHED may. be made in raw filk, to the amount of almoft 
any fum. Nor can it be doubted, but that when our merchants come 
to be acquainted with the BoKHARA’s, and the cities to the eáftward, 
they will find other valuable commodities there, fuch as gold, precious 
ftones, bezoar, mufk, &c. in which they may inveft their returns, in 
cafe the produce of the northern provinces of PERSIA fhould prove in- 
fufficient. Hence it will follow, that after they have eftablifhed them- 
felves at MEscHED, they will obtain the cloathing of the whole PERSI- 
AN army, by contracting with the sHan’s principal merchant, and 
fupply all thofe vaft and populous countries abovementioned with wool- 
len goods; and this becaufe no nation, but the people of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN, can fupply them with woollens in fuch plenty, nor at fo eafy a 
rate, and at the fame time afford to give fo good a price for their raw 
filk, and other commodities with which that country abounds. All this 
the PERSIANS, as well as the ARMENIANS, are apprized of; and 'tis 
this which fo much engages the attention of the one, and alarms the 
fears of the other. This confideration alfo no doubt prevailed on the 
regent fo eafily to grant us the privileges I obtained, in favour of the 
BRITISH merchants laft year, which he confirmed by his decree. Soon 
after I left GHiLAN, the ARMENIAN patriarch ftrongly folicited the re- 
gent in behalf of his people, to reverfe that decree; but his folicitation 
* had a contrary effect, for the regent confirmed it, and fent orders the 
** fecond time to the governor of RESHD to fhew the {tricteft regard to it 





** “in all points. 
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« The BRITISH merchants can never be fupplanted in this trade, fo 
long as they fecure a paflage for their goods through the empire of 


 RUssIA, and a freedbm of navigation on the CASPIAN, both which it 





will be the intereft of the fovereign of Russia, to grant to the fubjects 
of GREAT BRITAIN. | 


_ * Jt may therefore be humbly prefurned, that it will be thought reafon- 


‘able by the legiflature of GREAT BRITAIN, to give all neceffary pow- 
ers to us. For it feems impoffible to ftrike out any new branch of 


trade to any part of the world, capable of vying with this in the ad- 


‘vantages which it promifes. Both the filk and woollen manufactures 


would. certainly reap great benefit therefrom; and moreover very pro- 


| fitable returns might be made in gold, jewels, cotton, fine wool, and 
‘other valuable comimodities. 


` «Farther, the BRITISH EAST INDIA company have for above five 





” 66 


“years paft abandoned IsFAHAN, to which city, in all that {pace of 
‘time, they have not fent one bale of woollen goods, and, as we are in- 


‘formed, they have no thoughts of fending any more for the future. 
The puTcu likewife, who ftill remain at IsFAHAN, fend but a very 
inconfiderable quantity of goods to: that city; for the trade which it 
formerly enjoyed, is tranfplanted to, and centers in MESCHED, which 
is at too great a diftance from the PERSIAN gulf, or eaftern ocean, for 
either the BRITISH Of DUTCH EAST INDIA company to fend goods 
thither round the CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 





* Tt is alfo more than probable, that when the BRITISH merchants 
fhall have eftablifhed themfelves in the MEsCHED and BOoKHARA trade, 
it will in a few years become a more beneficial article to GREAT BRI- 
TAIN than the TURKEY trade ever was. In this, a greater quantity of 
woollen goods may be vended at a better price, and to countries to 
which the sR 1T1sH commerce hath never yet reached, nor ever can 
be extended by any other channel than that now propofed; befides, 
the very fame commodities which the TURKEY Company now import 


« into 
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* into GREAT BRITAIN, not to mention any new articles, may be brought 


e 


€. 


‘fom’ MESCH Ena great deal cheaper, and with much greater advantage 
to'the mation. 





: &: In particular, the commodioufnefs of the roads between MESCHED, 


advance. 


GHILAN, and the northern provinces of PERSIA, will enable the rUs- 
SI A company to import raw filk much cheaper than the TURKEY mer- 
chants. ‘They can buy it up at the firft hand in the very provinces 
where it is produced, whilft the TURKEY merchants muft buy the 


fame at fecond hand from the TuRKs and ARMENIANS, who bring it to 


ALEPPO, CONSTANTINOPLE, and SMYRNA, where they fell it at a great 
And it muft be obferved, that the eaftern provinces of PER- 
s1A produce but a very inconfiderable quantity of this commodity. Be- 
fides, the su An's principal merchant in REsHD refufed to fupply the 
TURKS and ARMENIANS, who came laft year to buy up filk in Gu1- 

LAN, With any quantity, unlefs they paid 20 per cent. above the price he 





then fold it at to thofe who exported for Russ1A; and he had pofitive 
orders to fell no filk for exportation to TURKEY, if he could find any. 
other market for it *. 


« The PERs1 ANS, who'have a fettled averfion for the TURKS, are well 
informed of the advantage which the TURKISH empire derives from its 
being the principal market for PERSI AN filk ; and have therefore been en- 
deavouring to prevent it for more than an hundred years paft. ‘They. are 
likewife well apprized, that the only way to fucceed in this defign, is to 





encourage the BR 1T1sH merchants to come and fettle in eu ILAN, -by 


which means they hope in time to divert the channel of trade for Gu 1- 
LAN filk, which now runs through the TuRK1sH dominions, and to 
turn its current through the empire of RUSSI A. Could this be once 
effected, it would not.only be of fingular advantage both to the empires 
of RUSSIA and PERSIA, with regard to their trade, but it could not fail 
of confiderably diftrefling the TURK, who is the common enemy of 





Two circumftances which I-could- never hear confirmed, nor ever thought were.true. 


both 
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both thefe empires. If the TURKS and TURKISH ARMENIANS are de- 
nied the exportation of GHILAN filk for TURKEY, or obliged to pur- 
chafe it on fuch unequal terms, we muft expect, either that the TUR- 


KEY company will no longer import any PERSIAN filk at all, or that 








they will not be able to fell what they import, but at a very extravagant 
price. This is a circumftance which deferves attention, fhould the rus- 
sta merchants be oppofed in the importation of PERsrAN filk into 
GREAT BRITAIN, either by the TURKEY company or any other. 


« As the BRITISH merchants can at prefent have no better information, 
I fhall venture to hint briefly at the method they ought to take to efta- 
blifh themfelves in this valuable trade to the. BokHARA's, and to the. 
north eaftern provinces of PERSIA. 


: « Tt is neceffary they fhould build at casan one or two veflels of a~ 


bout 180 tons, or fomewhat lefs, for the navigation of the CASPIAN 
fea, which veffels may be manned by half BRITISH and half RUSSIAN 
feamen; and they muft alfo have a few large boats on the vorca. 
Thefe vefiels and boats will be no burthen to the BRITISH merchants in. 
carrying on this trade, becaufe they muft pay the fame freight for the 
mean RUSSIAN veffels which crofs the cAspran. And if in the in- 
fancy of this commerce, the BRITISH merchants fhould not fend goods 
enough to freight fuch veffels, they may find fufficient employment to 
maintain them, by carrying gobds and paflengers on the cAsPIAN, from 
one part of PERSIA to another 


« The only difficulty feems to be in procuring liberty to build fuch 
vefiels: but as it will be impoffible to carry on a trade to MESCHED, 
or even to GHILAN without them ; it is fubmitted, if the merchants 
ought not by all meams, and as foon as poflible, to apply for fuch 
liberty. 


This fir gave offence; the gNGLisH fhips fhould not have been above 60 or 70 tons. 


VoL. I. F « The 
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* The BRiF1sH merchants mutt likewife eftablifh a houfe at MESCHED, 
* one branch of which fhould refide at REsHD, and the chief be inveft- 
* ed with the title of conful to the king, and agent to the company; fuch 
* a character given to the chief of their houfe will have great weight with 
* the PERSIANS, and firmly eftabfith the affairs of the new undertakers; 
& and it is the more neceffary, as the EAST INDIA company have always 
* had their agent at ISFAHAN, and RvSssIA at prefent has her conful at 
$^ RESHD, 

Signed Jonn ELTON. 


C H A P. VII. 





Remarks on Mr. ELTON's memorial. A fhort view of the trade between 
PERSIA and TURKEY. The difference between that and tbe new trade 


propofed by the way of RUSSIA fo PERSIA. 





HIS pompous memorial promifed a great deal too much, confider- 
ing how little experience the author had of the fubject he under- 
took to treat of. 


Nothing is more natural than for men to be charmed with the crea- 
tures of their own brain, and to receive that as folid reafoning which flat- 
ters {ome favourite paffion. Mr. ELTON having thus found his way to 
GHILAN, and laid the foundation of a commercial intercourfe with that 
province, worked himfelf into the perfuafion that he had difcovered a 
quite new trade, which the ARMENIANS either knew nothing of, or were 
incapable of conducting. This however was far from being the cafe; for 
they frequented MESCHED in the reign of sHAH ABAS, and fupplied it 
with EUROPEAN commodities from ISFAHAN, TAVR1S, and alfo from 


the 
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the coat of the cAsPrAN. There is a yet a large CARAVANSERAL built 
by sHAH ABAS for the ufe of the ARMENIANS, who are fettled here in 
great numbers ; and Had there been any profpect of fuch advantages, as 
Mr. ELTON imagined, they would not have wanted abilities, or means 
to make ufe of them. 









I fhall have occafion to explain this matter more fully hereafter, and 
will only obferve at prefent, that if Mr. Er ToN had been acquainted with 
the extreme diftrefs of PERSIA, in' confequence of NADIR’s ufurpation, 
and with the unhappy condition of the countries bordering on the eaft 
and fouth eaít of PERSIA, there could not have been the leaít room for 
fuch fanguine expectations. 





It is not improbable that the regent of PERs1A confented the more rea- 
dily to Mr. cr ToN's propofals of bringing merchandize from ENGLAND 
to GHILAN, becaufe the sHAnH’s merchant refided at that time in this 
province, and MESCHED ftood very conveniently between the TURKS, 
with whom the PERsrANs were at war, and that part of INDIA which 
was lately conquered by the PERSIANs; but this was not the only rea- 
fon, for he knew very well, that by increafing the places of impor- 
tation, and the number of importers, he would be enabled to buy the 
manufactures of EUROPE fo much the cheaper. As to the trade be- 
tween the northern provinces of PERSIA and TURKEY, Mr. ELTON 
certainly was too fanguine. ‘Phe expence of carriage through RussrA 
was then computed to be 17 per cent. cheaper than by the rout of 
TURKEY; but according to the beft calculations I could ever obtain, I 
feund the difference to be no more than 4 per cent. and if the freights 
from sMYRNA and ALEPPO were moderate, it would come ftill lower. 
As there are no caravans of merchandize fent from PERsIA to TURKEY, 
for account of our factors in SMYRNA and ALEPPO, this computation of 
the carriage can be taken only from the ARMENIANS, and the charge 
thereof muft vary according to the circumftances of thofe countries as to 
war or peace. 
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It muft be confeffled, that reafonings poft factum, argue rather our ex- 
perience than our wifdom: and whilft we are biaffed by our intereft and 
the defire of gain, we feldom have either leifure or inclination to examine 
things to the.bottom. It is no wonder then that the Russ1a company, 
in confequence of the agreeable account which Mr. ELTON gave, and the 
fanguine hópes they had entertained, fhould fall into fome miftakes, 


The trade between PERsIA and TURKEY had been for the greateft part 
carried on by the ARMENIANS, of whom, as far as I could learn, there 
are not lefs than 10,000 fettled in TURKEY ; thefe are employed chiefly 
by the ENGLISH, FRENCH, and Du TCH merchants refiding in CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE, SMYRNA, and ALEPPO. They have long diftinguifhed themfelves 
as the moft acute traders in all AsrA, and carry to market the products 
of the EAsT, returning thofe of EUROPE. 





_ "The wars and hereditary enmity of the rurxs and PrRsrANs had 
often obftructed this commerce between PERSIA and TURKEY, and at 
length forced moft of the ARMENIAN traders into the channel of russia, 
crofs the cAsPIAN fea: but fhould PEeRs1a recover herfelf again, fo as ta 
profluce any confiderable quantity of filk, it is more than probable that 
the ARMENIAN fubjects of the GRAND sEIGNIOR, who live in and about 
TAVRIS and ERZERUM, will come in for a large fhare of that branch 
of commerce. 








The ordinary rout for a caravan from RESHD to SMYRNA is tO ARDE- 
VILLE 5 days, to TAVRIS 10 days, to ERZERUM 12, from thence to 
SMYRNA 43, In all 7o. ‘The rout to ALEPPO is from RESHD to CASBIN, 
HAMADAN, SHUSTER, BAGDAT™, ALEPPO, and is upon the whole a- 
bout ten days lefs than to swvRNA. There is yet a fhorter road to A- 
LEPPO, but it is ill fupplied with water. ALEPPO from SMYRNA is 
reckoned 40 days; a day's journey being computed at 25 ENGLISH miles, 
the tract of feventy days already mentioned, is 1750 miles, or 2230 
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werfts: and from AsTRACHAN to St. PETERSBURG they reckon 2200 
werfis, as the annexed map more particularly defcribes. The reader will 
pleafe to obferve, that this map was nat fhown to the houfe of lords, as 
erroneoufly faid, but to {fuch peers only who entered deepeft into the fub- 
ject. It now ftands corrected according to the beft intelligence I could 
procure in PERSIA. 


It muft be obferved, that the ARMENIANS are fubject to many arbi- 
trary impofitions, when they travel through the GRAND sEIGNIOR’s do- 
minions, but they. enjoy the indulgence of trading from one great city to 
another, much more than is practicable in russ1a; they are alfo fub- 
jet to inconveniencies in RussrA, when the governor of AsTRACHAN 
«happens to be rapacious, or the RussrAN conful in GHILAN infolent and 
oppreffive; the entire*direction of the Russi AN navigation on the casPi- 
AN being in the hands of the latter. 


There are many of the ARMENT ANS who acknowledge fubjection to 
RUSSIA, and are therefore entitled to fo much the greater countenance in 
that country; but what muft give the RussiANs a preference in the efteem 
of the PERSIANS, is the mutual intereft they both have in depriving the 
TURK of the advantages arifing from the PERSIAN commerce, which has 
been fo confiderable as to enable him to keep a great number of forces on 
foot, and has often turned the fcale in his favour. 


From GHILAN to ASTRACHAN, allowing for quarantine and other con- 
tingencies, may be reckoned 30 days, from thence to zARITZEN 10, from 
thence to Mosco 35, from thence to St. PETERSBURG 20, in all gs, 
which is many days longer than the rout to TURKEY, upon a moderate 
computation. Moreover, according to the ufual courfe of the feafons, 
the only proper times to fet out for asTRACHAN, are the months of 
May, June, and July, for the fummer caravans, and January for the 
winter. 


This 
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This muft neceffarily create delays, and often prevent the timely ex- 
portation from St. PETERSBURG; nor can it be imagined but that the 
fhipping of the filk on the cAsPIAN, and in the fummer time again on 
the vorGa, and again on the BAL TIC, muft be attended with confider- 
able expences and inconveniencies. We have found the charge run to 34. 
per cent. on the invoices from LONDON, delivered to the factory at REsup, 
and on raw filk delivered in LoNDpoN, duties and all charges paid, about 
36 per cent. on the invoice. 





Mr. EL TOoN's propofals certainly merited great regard, and the more as 
they were calculated to obtain a confumption for our cloth, in thofe pro- 
vinces of PERSIA, which for fome time had hardly feen any of it, ex- 
cept a few thin GLOUCESTER cloths, imported by our factors in sMYR- 
NA and ALEPPO, and thence brought into PERsIÆ by the ARMENIANS: 
formerly indeed our coarfe cloths were fent to ARCHANGEL, as I have 
already mentioned, from whence the ARMENIANS and RUSSIANS carried 
them to ASTRACHAN, and part of them into PERSIA. 





Mr. ELTON was alfo entitled to a kind reception, not only from the 
BRITISH merchants, but from the RussrAn court, as his project feemed e- 
qually beneficial to both nations. PETER THE GREAT was wont to give 
confiderable premiums to the authors of any commercial fchemes; but 
that cuftom had been long neglected. However, as the BRITIsH nation 
was in efteem at the court of Si. PETERSBURG, we found no difficulty in 
obtaining leave to build a fhip at cAsAN for the CASPIAN navigation. 


Favourable as our defign appeared to the RussrAN intereft, yet, what- 
ever was the caufe, it was not without the utmoft importunity that we 
obtained permiffion to build a fecond fhip for the fame purpofe. 


Mr. ELTON fet out upon an acquaintance with the old accounts of this 
trade, and with the treaty of commerce concluded in December 1734, 
between the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and Russia, whereby provi- 
fion was made for carrying on a trade from GREAT BRITAIN, through the 

RUSSIAN 
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RUSSIAN dominions, into PERSIA; and he had now occafion to make a 


frefh appeal to it, by producing the eighth article of that treaty, which is 
as follows. 


* It is agreed, that the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN may bring into 
RUSSIA all forts of goods and merchandize, and carry them through 
the dominions of Russia, by the fhorteft and moft convenient way to 
PERSIA, paying 3 per cent. ad valorem, in rix dollars, for the duty and 
tranfit of faid goods, and no more under any pretence whatfoever; 
and precife orders fhall be given for fettling the rate, fo that the enG- 


.LISH merchants may at all times have carriage or tran{ports ready, which 


fhall be furnifhed them at a reafonable price; likewife that they may 
bring all forts of goods and merchandize from PERSIA, and carry 
them through russ1a with the like freedom and conveniency, paying 
only 3 per cent. ad valorem, in rix dollars, after the manner which is 
ufual in the cuftom-houfe of Russia; and, in order to prevent all 
frauds on the part of the RusstAN officers, the BRITISH rherchants fhall 
declare the. goods which they defign to país. to or, from PERsrA, at the 
firft place they fhall arrive in Russia, and they fhall be received and 
admitted by their bill of loading, policy, or regifter, and according to 
their declared value, on which. a duty of 3 per cent. fhall be paid, with- 
out opening or unpacking the goods, farther than is abfolutely neceffa- 
ry to fatisfy the RussrAN officers, that the goods fpecified by the bill, 
policy, regifter, and no other are contained in the packs or bales, in 
which the goods are made up: but if the officer has reafon to fufpe& 
the goods are not declared to their full value, within 20 per cent; in 
that cafe he may take the goods and difpofe of them, paying the mer- 
chants the value declared, with 20 per cent. over, without any deduc- 
tion. When the officer has made his vift, which fhall be made 
without any vexation or injury to the goods or package, he fhall feal 
with leads the packs or bales in which the goods are; he fhall alfo 





number and mark them, and give the merchants a certificate of their 


having paid the duty; and by that certificate, the feal being marked 
** and 





© 
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* and numbered, they fhall pafs through RussrA, to, and from PERSIA, 
* without any let or moleftation: but in cafe the merchants do not pafs 
all or any of the bales through RussrA, according to the declaration, - 
* or break the feals, and take ott any of the goods in RussIA, if there 
* be any reafon to fufpec that the fame has been done contrary to the 
* plain meaning and intent of this article, he fhall be fined, and pay 
the full declared value of fuch bale.or pack that is wanting, of which 
the feal has been broken." o 








It may appear a little ftrange that fuch careful provifions fhould have 
been made for a trade through russia into PERSIA, at the fame timẹ 
that -a commerce of this kind feems to be prohibited by the act of na- 
vigation; which fays, ** That no goods or commodities of the growth, 
* production, or manufacture of any country íhall be brought to the 
« BRITISH dominions, from any place except from thofe ports where 
< the faid goods or commodities can only, are, or ufually have been, 
firft fhipped for tranfportation, and from no other places or countries, 
« under the penalty and forfeiture of all fuch goods, &c." from whence 
it was concluded, that without an act of parliament, PERSIAN filk could 
not be introduced into ENGLAND, except from GAMBROON, by the EAST 
INDIA company, or from the ports in the LEVANT by the TURKEY 
merchants, | 
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Further fleps taken by Mr. eyToN. Reprefentation made to his majefty by 
the commiffioners of trade, in confequence of tbe papers tranfmitted by the 
bonourable Mr. r1NcH to bis grace-the duke of NEWCASTLE. Oppofition 
made by the EAST INDIA and TURKEY companies. Remarks on the de- 

 clining flate of tbe latter; and feveral public remonftrances on this fub- 
ject. | 











Otwithftanding the difficulties mentioned, Mr. ELTON was not pre- 
vented from delivering to the honourable Mr. £. riNcH, befides the 
memorial already recited, two papers containing an account of the privi- 
leges, regulations, and indulgencies neceffary to be obtained from the Rus- 
SIAN court, for the management of this new trade. Mr. riNcH accord- 
ingly tranfmitted thefe papers to the duke of NEwcAsTLE, his majefty's 
fecretary of ftate, who by the order of the king laid them before thé 
commiffioners of trade; and they in November of the fame year made the 
following reprefentation. 











To the king's moft excellent majefty. 


May it pleafe your majefty, 

N obedience to your majefty's commands fignified to us by his grace 
the duke of NEWCASTLE, one of your majeíty's principal fecreta- 
« ries of ftate, in his letter dated the 16th of September laft, we have 
* taken into our confideration two papers put into the hands of Mr. 

* FINCH, your majeíty's minifter at St. PETERSBURG, by captain ELTON, 





* Containing a propofal for opening a trade by the BRITISH merchants 
* jn RUSSIA, to thofe parts of PERs1A which are adjacent to the fouth- 
* ern coafts of the cAsPIAN fea. And do find, 
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** That captain ELTON’s papers do contain a propofal to the RussiA 
company, for fupplying MEscHED, the prefent capital of PERSIA, and 
the countries adjacent, with all forts of woollén goods to a far greater 
degree, and at much eafier rates than they are now vended there: and 
for invefting our returns to GREAT BRITAIN in the beft raw filks, and 
other commodities produced in thofe countries, near 5o per cent. cheaper 
than at prefent by the way of TURKEY. 


* The method captain ELTON propofes for carrying on this trade, is 
for the merchants to fend their goods from GREAT BRITAIN to St. PE- 
TERSBURG, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water 
down the voLGA to ASTRACHAN; there to be fhipped and carried csofs 


,the CASPIAN fea to ASTRABAD, on the fouth eaft coaft of the faid fea, 


from whence by land carriage to MESCHED is not quite 14 days jour- 
ney for a caravan’. 


* Captain ELTON, in fetting forth the many advantages this trade 
muft neceffarily be attended with, obferves amongft other things, that 


after the Russ1A merchants fhall have eftablifhed themfelves at MEs- 


CHED, they will not only have it in their power to fupply many ex- 
tenfive and populous countries with woollen goods, but may alfo in 
time come to cloath the whole PERSIAN army. 


* Having on this occafion been attended by Sir JOHN THOMPSON, go- 
vernor of the RussiA company, and alfo by feveral of the principal 
merchants concerned in that trade; we communicated to them captain 
ELTON's project, and have received their opinion in writing on the fub- 
ject matter thereof, wherein they inform us, 


« ‘That the great and many advantages which will accrue to this kingdom, 
by fo cheap and eafy a conveyance of the manufactures thereof in this 


Ý It is at leat 26 days journey. 


* channel 
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channel of trade, appeared to them fo manifeft, that they humbly con- 
ceived this propofal deferved the utmoft attention and encouragement. 


. “ That a trade through Russia to PuRsIA is certainly practicable, for- 





asmuch as the fame is at prefent carried on by the ARMENIANS be- 
tween HOLLAND and PERSIA, through the RussrAN dominions. 


« That this branch of trade, which will confift principally in the ex- 
portation. of woollen goods and importation of raw filk, muft be of 
fingular benefit to this kingdom; as it will be a means of fending the _ 








| manufactures of our own produce in the eafieft manner to market, 





and of bringing home the firft materials of another great and beneficial 
manufactory, vaftly cheaper than they can be had in any other manner. 


« That by authentic accounts tranfmitted to them, the charge of bring- 
ing raw filk from PERSIA to St. PETERSBURG, by means of the water 
carriage, will be very inconfiderable inproportion to the land carriage 
from GHILAN in PERSIA, to ALEPPO Or SMYRNA, the only ports in 
TURKEY for exportation to ENGLAND. 





« That the Sophy of PERSIA, from an inclination to diftrefs the Turks, 
his natural enemies, and to favour the RussrANs, may poffibly pro- 
hibit all trade with TURKEY, provided he can have a fufficient de- 
mand for his filk through rRuss1a;.in which cafe, unlefs this channel 


| fhould be opened to us, we fhould be intirely deprived of that com- 


modity. 


« That fince the commencement of the war with SPAIN, PERSIAN filk 
is advanced very much, and, if the war continues, may ftill be higher, 
and muft always on any rupture with FRANCE or sPAIN, be expofed 
to. the like difficulty, which can only be remedied by opening ano- 


ther channel, and having the choice of two ways to fupply the king- 
dom with that commodity. 
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* That the FRENCH do now chiefly fupply Turkey with woollen 
goods, and gain upon us in that trade every day, and probably do and 
may, through them, fupply reat part of PERSIA; whereas by this 
eafy conveyance, we fhall be enabled to underfell them, and carry our 
woollen manufactures into all parts of PERSIA cheaper than they can. 


** They conclude with obferving, that the only objection that occurred 
to them againit opening this trade, was the prefent act of navigation, 
by which they apprehend themfelves debarred that liberty; and as 
the reftrictions of that act make it neceffary for them to apply to par- 
liament, they humbly hoped, that confidering how beneficial this trade 
will be to the kingdom, and that they can have no private views, nor 
any exclufive trade from the reft of his majefty's fubjeéts (any perfon 
having a right to be made free of their company for five pounds) 
they fhould meet with encouragement, in their intended application 
to parliament, for an exemption from that claufe in the aforefaid act of 
navigation, from whence the preíent impediment arifes. 


* Whereupon we humbly beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that 
it appears to us, as well from captain ELTON's papers, as from the re- 
prefentation of the RussIA company, and our difcourfe with them 
thereupon; that this fcheme, for opening a new branch of trade to 
PERSIA through russia, may be very beneficial to this kingdom, and 
may deferve your majefty's royal protection; but as no fteps can be 
made therein till the company fhall have applied to parliament, for an 
exemption from the above-mentioned claufe in the act of navigation, 
(whereby no goods or commodities that are of foreign growth, pro- 
duction or manufacture, can be brought from any place or country, 
but only from thofe of the faid growth, production, or manufactory, 
or from thofe ports where the faid goods and commodities can only, or 
are, or ufually have been firt fhipped for tranfportation) we fhall at 
prefent only obferve to your majefty, that when the faid application 

* fhall 
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** fhall be made, the advantages or inconveniencies that may attend this 
* channel of commerce, will be thoroughly weighed and difcuffed. 





All which is moft humb'y fubmitted. - 


Sign'd M. BLADEN. 
R, PLuMER. 
Whitehall, Nov. 11. Ja. BRUDENELL. 
1740. AR. CROFT. 





Captain ELTon’s propofal having thus met fo favourable a reception in 
ENGLAND, as well as in RussriA; fome members of the EAST INDIA 
company began to be alarmed, as if the fcheme was practicable, in the 
extent which Mr. ELTON apprehended, and confequently might prove 
an invafion of their charter. 


The trade to EAST INDIA thro’ RUSSIA and PERSIA, was however con-- 
fidered by the majority of that company as a chimerical project; and as 
their trade to the gulph of persia, was known to be not only remote 
from the CAsPIAN, but differing alfo in kind, (for THEY could not ex- 
port the raw filk of GHILAN, nor the RuUssIA company the wool of 
CARMENIA) their fears did not run very high.—But the TURKEY com- 
pany, was in general extremely alarmed, and pleaded againft this 
propofed trade very ítrenuoufly, objecting that it would be a viola-. 
tion not only of their charter, but of the act of navigation, fo long 
efteemed the bulwark of the BRITISH commerce, And tho’ they never 
had any factory eftablifhed in the northern provinces of PERsIA, yet 
the trade carried on from thence to ALEPPO and SMYRNA by the ARMENI- 
ANS, had in a great meafure centered in their company, by the purchafes. 
which their agents were wont to make of thofe aRMENIANs. They at- 
tempted to corroborate their arguments, by urging an exclufive right, as 
eftablifhed by the fanction of that cuftom. The russ1a company, on the 
other hand, infifted that when the act of navigation was made, it was 
not imagined that a fafe paffage could be obtained through the RussiAN 

domi- 
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dominions into PERsIA; which was now found not only practicable, but 
for the intereft of the nation to be attempted. ‘Fhat their charter is more 
antient and extenfive than either that of the EAsT INDIA or TURKEY 
companies ; and they fhould think it ftrange if they were excluded from 
a right of trading to the dominions of PERsrA, which are aftually men- 
tioned in the body of their charter. The conteft however ran very high, 
and whilft the TURKEY merchants employed all their interefts to prevent 
a bill paffing in favour of the propofed trade, the RussiA merchants 
attacked the exclufive privileges of the TURKEY company; urging that 
they were detrimental to the national intereft, and that our trade to TuR- 
KEY had decayed very much for thefe {even years paft, chiefly owing to 
thofe privileges, together with the arbitrary and improper manner in which 
the trade itfelf was conducted. Thcy alfo urged the declarations of feve- 
ral of their own members, who in the year 1718, had complained to the 
houfe of commons, of the partial and unnational manner in which the 
trade was managed. Thefe complaints had been made by Sir PETER 
DELME, JOHN LOCK, RALPH RADCLIFFE, JAMES LOCK, EDWARD RAD- 
CLIFFE, JOHN HANGER, efquires, and Sir jJosePH EYLES, who then de- 
livered a memorial to the effect as follows. 








^^y ^HE complainants admit that the company have long carried on 
their trade to TURKEY, fometimes by private, fometimes by ge- 
« neral fhips; they defire only to remind the honourable committee, that 
* by the whole tenor of the old records produced by the company, it 
** appears that they themfelves have frequently thought the delay of fhip- 
« ping to be of fuch dangerous confequence, that if their fhips departed 
« not annually, liberty was given to each and every member, to export 
« his own goods, in fuch manner and by fuch means as he fhould think 
« proper. The complainants think it unneceflary to enter into a confider- 
« ation of the flate of trade, fifty or a hundred years ago, or whether 
« the nu Tcu or the FRENCH had any trade in thofe days; ‘they defire to 
« come to th: prefent times, and to confider what methods the company 
« have purfucd fince the conclufion of the laft wars, and the — 
« they 
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they have lately made; and it appears that they have carried on, what 
is ufually called an open trade; that is, by fuch fhips as the refpective 
members did appoint to export their cloth, and the cloth of fuch 
other members as might pleafe to load upon them, to depart at fuch- 
feafons of the year, as were found to be moft .convenient, which was 
ufually in autumn, or by chri(tmas. 


* Accordingly the laft cloth fhips did depart about that feafon of the 
year in 1717, and many members of the company expecting the trade 
would continue to be carried on in the fame manner, proceeded in. 
buying and finifhing cloth, as ufual, for the year 1718. 


« But on the 26th of March 1718, they refolved, that if any mem- 
ber fhould fend cloth to TURKEY in any other manner, they would 
levy 20 per cent. on fuch member's cloth in TURKEY ; adding, that 
they would confider of general fhips on the 23d of October following, 
and not before: and in their own preamble they give this remarkable 
reafon for their alteration, that it was in order to raife the value of 
ENGLISH manufactures abroad, and filk at home, hereby evidently de- 
monftrating their private advantage, that of the nation confifting more 
in a large confumption, than in a large price ; as the one may beat our 
neighbours out of the trade, whilft the other muft neceflarily give 
them a fhare in it- Now although many members thought this a great 
hardfhip, yet did they acquiefce, in full expectation, that at the time 
prefcribed, they fhould be permitted to export their cloth in the com- 
panys own way. 


* But on the 6th of November, they refolved to adjourn the further 
confideration of fhipping for two months longer, and this made that 
evident which was before fufpected, that they really intended no fhip- 
ping at all: whereupon a reprefentation of this grievance was made to 
the miniftry, who became fo fenfible of this extraordinary way of 
proceeding, fo highly interfering with the common good, tbat Mr. fe- 
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cretary cRAGGS fent for the company, and defired them to re-confider 
this matter ; which the company did in a general court, affembled on 
the 4th of December, when they refolved, that they would chufe fhips 
for the immediate exportation of cloth, on the 8th of January follow- 
ing, and appointed a committee to attend Mr. fecretary with this re- 
folution. But when the 8th of January came, they, by a. majority of 
one vote only, inftead of chufing fips, ordered only a furvey of fhips, 
and a report to be made. On the 22d of January, they refolved, that 
they would, in proper time, chufe fhips, but not to depart before the 
ift of July next: now, the 1ft of July was generally underftood to 
mean winter, and in that cafe it would have completed two years 
prohibition of trade. 


« This irregular and uncertain proceeding of the company, was the 
caufe that your complainants thought the interpofition of this honour- 
able houfe of commons moft proper to their relief, in the exportation 
of that great quantity gf cloth, which has been fo long locked up, 
to their own and the nation’s prejudice. 


* And they humbly offer the following reafons for it, that the com- 
pany’s charter does not warrant them in fuch a prohibition or re- 
ftraint of trade; nor will wEsTMINSTER-HALL warrant their levying 
twenty in the hundred upon their members eftates ; befides, fuch re- 
ftraint cannot be for the common good of the woollen manufactures of 
this kingdom, but evidently the contrary, as it neceffarily encourages 
the FRENCH and DUTCH trade to TURKEY. 


*« Neverthelefs it is granted, that there was cloth remaining unfold, and 
particularly at ALEPPO; but moft of it would have been long fince 
difpofed of, were it not for an underftanding between the managers 
here and in TURKEY, in order to raife the price of cloth abroad, and 
that of filk at home. 


* This reftraint may be alío a great caufe why fo much wool is fent 
to the FRENCH, they having a vent to TURKEY, whilft we have none; 
* and 
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and to prevent the exportation of woollen goods to TURKEY at this 
critical juncture, when no more can be fent either to oLD or NEw 
SPAIN, is of the greateft moment ;. fo that the complainants hope, that 





.fuch members of the company as have a right to trade, will meet no 


obítru&ion. 


** As to the objection, that the ‘trade has been over-driven ; will not that 
in the nature of the thing, reduce the exportation, as far as may be 
needful, without a forcible reftraint? It is ftrange that a majority of the 
company, fome of whom are not at all concerned in the trade, and 
others but little, fhould have more regard to the welfare of their largeft 
trading members, than they have for themfelves and the nation. 





* Our legiflature never thought that over-driving the trade to PORTU- 
GAL, SPAIN, Or ITALY, was a fufficient reafon to truft thofe traders 
with a power of reftraining it at their pleafure. 


* [t muft be allowed, that the prefent fituation of affairs has made a 
great alteration in almoft every thing; low intereft raifes land, enlarges 
trade, reduces profit; and therefore thefe members, contrary to the rea- 
fon of things, defire that cloth may be bought the cheaper at home, 


‘and fell the dearer abroad; likewife that filk may be bought the cheaper 


abroad, and fell the dearer at home. 


‘ In the mean while, the FRENCH and DUTCH are encouraged to fup- 
ply their woollen trade abroad, and their filk manufactures at home; 
and our own manufacturers, both in wool and filk, are in a great mea- 
fure deprived of their employments: the Turks alfo at this very time 
carry on a cloth manufacture of their own. 


« There can be no doubt, but the fpeedy exportation of what is now 
provided, will be a greater encouragement towards the buying more 
cloth, than the detaining it can be, in as much as moft of this muft 
be fold, before another fupply can follow it: but were it otherwite,. it 
Vor. I. H « jg 
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is prefumed, that thofe who have induftrioufly laid out their eftates in 
cloth ought not to be hindered, for the fake of thofe who have neg- 
le&ed and it is probable, that the complainants are as likely to buy 
* more cloth, 4s any other member whatever. 
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« Although the company have frequently practifed this way of trading 
** by general íhips, yet it has often occafioned mifunderftandings be- 
* tween the members themíelves, and alío between the members and 
* manufacturers. Two inítances may be oftered; one upon the like occa- 
* fion with this. Some members made application to king cHARLES in 
* council; the company was heard, and pretended many difficulties: the 
* king himfelf afked the queftion, whether there might be any members, 
* who notwithítanding what was alledged, were willing to trade; and it 
** was anfwered there might. Then, faid the king, they fhall trade, and 
** ordered the trade to be opened. 


« The other was a complaint of the manufacturers to the houfe of 
* commons, upon a delay of fhipping, when an annual export for TuR- 
* KEY, in fümmer for ALEPPO, and in winter for SMYRNA and CONSTAN- 
* TINOPLE, would have probably been enacted by law, had not the 
company, by large promifes of doing the thing, prevented it. 


e. 
A 


Now, whether this pretended power to ftop trade be warrant- 
* able, or whether it has been exercifed for the common good, 
* is humbly fubmitted to this honourable committee ?" 


It is natural to imagine that fuch bold and explicit declarations as thefe, 
would be productive of enquiries into the ftate of the TURKEY company; 
and it was accordingly debated very warmly in both houfes of parliament, 
whether it would not be for the intereft of the nation to leave the com- 
merce to TURKEY free and open, as the PORTUGAL and SPANISH trades are. 


A fair conclufion could not indeed be drawn from this memorial, for tho 
feveral errors were committed twenty three years before, it did not follow 
m that 
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that the TURKEY company ftill purfued falfe maxims, deftructive of that 
trade by which fo many had been enriched. Upon the whole, this com- 
pany had not fo great reafon to be alermed at the propofal of the caspi- 
AN trade; for the quantity of raw filk produced in the PERsIAN domini- 
ons, and brought into ENGLAND by way of RussIA, was, and probably 
would have been, very fhort of that which is imported from TURKEY: 
and though fome of our woollens had found their way into the weftern 
parts of PERSIA from TURKEY, the quantity of late years had been but 
fmall; the goods ufed there being moftly FRENCH and DUTCH, as already 
mentioned. 








The TURKEY company however was really in unhappy circumftances, 
as appears from the following memorial, given in a little before this time, 
complaining of the’progrefs of the FRENCH in the LEVANT trade. 


« 'To his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, his majefty's principal fecretary 
* of ftate. 





HE governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading 

to the LEVANT feas, having lately received from his: majefty's 
« ambaflador at CONSTANTINOPLE, an account of the great increafe the 
« FRENCH have made in their cloth trade to TURKEY, and the encou- 
* ragement given to it by the public, with obfervations on the prejudices 
« derived to our ENGLISH cloth, and the danger there is of lofing that 
« branch of our trade; they think it their duty humbly to lay the fame 
* before your grace, and to annex an account of the FRENCH importati- 
« ons of cloth into TURKEY; together with a ftate of the BRITISH wool- 
« len manufactures in thofe parts for fome years paft. 





« All the FRENCH woollen manufactures for the LEVANT, are made in 

« LANGUEDOC, and managed by the province under the approbation of 
* the court. Befides particular manufactories, there are about twelve 
« which have been built by the province. In each of thefe there are con- 
« yeniencies for perfecting, even to the embaling, rooo cloths of about 
H 2 " aud 
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* 40 yards each, yearly; and the province lets thefe manufactories rent 
* free, upon an engagement annually to make 300 only of thefe cloths, 
* and allows five livres for every fuch cloth. 


« We have the fame fource of materials, if the public would give any 
** help and encouragement to preferve fo valuable a trade." And the am- 
baffador adds; “ As the trade to the LEVANT has been a depofit of your 
* country in your hands, you will not fuffer it to perifh there (tho' with- 
* out any mifmanagement of yours) without calling for help.” He 
fays further, “ That in the ftation he is in, he thought himfelf obliged 
« to give us this information, as well in regard to the trade, as to his 


« majefty and the public. 








« The FRENCH import at CONSTANTINOPLE and ALEPPO about 12000 
* cloths yearly; and at each of thefe places there have been for feveral 
years paft, and ftill remain large quantities of ENGLISH cloth unfold, 
* occafioned by fo large an importation of FRENCH cloth; particularly 
* at ALEPPO in February laít (after the company's fhip came away from 
* SCANDEROON) about 5000 ENGLISH cloths remained there unfold, at 
* CONSTANTINOPLE above 4000 cloths, and at smyRNA above 3000 
* cloths. 
June 28, 1739. WILLIAM DunsTER, deputy-governor. 





This was foon followed and confirmed by a fecond memorial, as fol- 
lows: 


* To his grace the duke of NEwcasTLE, his majefty’s principal fecre- 
: * tary of ftate. 





HE governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading 
to the LEVANT feas, had the honour to lay before your grace, 
“on the 28th June 1739, a reprefentation of the great increafe the 
* FRENCH have made in their cloth trade to TURKEY, and the encou- 
** ragement 
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ragement given to it by the public, with obfervations -on the prej u- 
* dice derived to our ENGLISH Cloth, and the danger there is of lofing 
* that branch of trade. 


*« The faid company having lately received advice from Sir EVERARD 
«* FAWKENER, his majefty's ambaflador, of advantages fince obtained by 
* the FRENCH from the PORT, do think it their duty to lay the fame 
** before your grace. 


I. * A reduction of their cuftom upon cloth, from 40 to 30 dollars 
* the bale of 20 pieces. 


II. ** A total abolition of the duty called meffataria, which is two dole 
* Jars and ene fixth of a dollar per bale of cloth, and one and half 
per cent. ad valorem, upon all goods fold by weight. 


‘a 
^ 


* 'T'hofe advantages obtained by the FRENCH in TURKEY, with the 
* great encouragement given them by their government, encreafe our 
« apprehenfions of not being able to cope with them in the cloth trade, 
te without affiftance from this government, 


London, Sept. 9. WILLIAM DunsTER, deputy-governor.. 
1740. 


Thefe papers being laid before the commiffioners of trade, they made. 
the following report. 


* To their excellencies the lords juftices.. 


« May it pleafe your excellencies, 
« WN obedience to your excellencies command, fignified to us by Mr. 
E STONE, in his letter of the 15th of September, we have taken 
« into confideration the two memorials from the governor and compa- 
« ny of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the Levant feas, delivered to 
« his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, one of. his majefty's principal fe- 
** cretaries 
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« cretaries of ftate, fetting forth the difadvantages the. ENGL IsH trade lies 
« under, by the encreafe of the FRENCH cloth trade to TURKEY; and 
* alfo the treaty of commerce lately concluded between the OTTOMAN 
* poRT and FRANCE, whereupon we humbly take leave to reprefent to 
© your excellencies, | 


« That we have been attended onethis occafion by Mr. nuNsTER, de- 
** puty-governor of the faid company, and by fome of the principal mer- 
* chants trading to the LEvANT feas, and having had fome difcourfe with 
«e*them, they informed us, 


« That their trade lay under many confiderable difadvantages, which 
** had occafioned a very great decreafe thereof for fome years paít. By 
the many encouragements given in FRANCE to-the woollen manufac- 
<< tures, the FRENCH were enabled to underfell them, at the feveral ports 
«c in the LEVANT; by means of which great quantities of BRITISH cloth 
** exported to TURKEY, remained unfold in their houfes in that country. 





:* ‘That the company is at a very high expence, to the amount of 
« 8oool. a year, in maintaining the ambaffador his majefty fends to the 
s PORT, as well as confuls, ahd other public officers in that country, 
* which in the prefent low condition of their trade, they are not able to 
** fupport. 


« That they apprehend if a bounty was to be allowed on the exporta- 
*« tion of cloth to the LEVANT (which might include spain, when a 
«e trade fhall be again open with that crown, and alfo rr Arv) and the 
* duty on TURKEY filk and grograms imported into GREAT BRITAIN, 
* lowered; it might be a means, not only of relieving them in their pre- 
« fent difficulties, but might enable them to continue the expence of the 
« public minifters at the Pon T, and to carry on this valuable branch of 
« trade with advantage; whereas at prefent it labours under a large debt, 
« contracted by the faid company, which they have no hope of paying, 
« while it continues in this drooping condition. 
* Ag 
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* As to the treaty lately concluded between the OTTOMAN PORT and 
FRANCE, which we had communicated to them, they acquainted us 
that they did not fo clearly fee what «dvantages were given thereby to 
the FRENCH; but es there was a tariff. to be fettled, in confequence of 
this treaty, they fhould be better judges when they fhould fee the faid 
tariff, of which they expected fome further account from the ambafia- 


dor at the PORT. 





* But we muft beg leave to obferve to your excellencies, that we very 
much queftion whether the expedients they propofe be practicable; and 
we cannot take upon us to determine, whether the parliament will come 
into any act for reducing the duties on TURKEY filks and grograms, or 


for granting a bounty on the exportation of woollen manufactures, but 
more efpecially for a partial bounty. 


* We muft likewife reprefent to your excellencies, that having afked 
the faid merchants whether it would not be for their fervice, that his 
majefty's ambaffador at the Pon T fhould be inftructed to apply for the 
obtaining all the advantages granted to any other nation, they feemed 
to decline it, on account of the encreafe of expence, fuch application 
muft be attended with; and as no other expedient hitherto has occur- 
red to us, that might be effectual in the prefent cafe, we muft content 
ourfelves with ftating to your excellencies the matters of fact as they 
appeared to us upon our difcourfe with the faid merchants. 


All which is moft humbly fubmitted. 


MARTIN BLADEN. 


Whitehall, O&tober 9, R. PLUMER. 
1740. Ja. BRUDENELL. 
R. CROFT. 
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IX. 








An acf. of parliament. obtained for the CASPIAN trade. Brrrisa factors 
fent into the north of persia. The RUSSIAN minifiry alarmed at Mr. 
ELTON's entering into the fervice of NADIR SHAH. 





HATEVER reafons-at that time prevented the TURKEY com- 

pany from receiving fuch national encouragement as they feemed 
to think neceffary, it was one popular argument in favour of the propofed 
trade to PERSIA, that it would not ftand in need of fuch affiftance, and 
would be free to every fubje& on the common terms of the fmall fine or 
contribution of five pounds. The encreafe of the foreign confumption of 
our woollen manufactures, and the introduction of raw filk on the eafieft 
terms, were alfo reafons of the moft perfuafive kind, to bring the parlia- 
ment to a refolution in favour of it. Several members of the RussiA 
company were called to the bar of the houfe of commons, particularly Mr. 
ROBERT DINGLEY, and Mr. ROBERT CRAMMOND, who managed the 
point fo well, that the arguments produced by the TURKEY company, had 
no longer any weight. 

















The national benefit being therefore apparent to both houfes of parlia- 
ment, an act was paffed that feffions as follows. 


ec 


HEREAS by letters patent, dated at WESTMINSTER the 26th of fe- 
bruary, in the firft and {fecond years of the reign of king PHILIP and 
& queen Mary, their majefties did give and grant to certain perfons therein men- 
** tioned, by the name of merchants adventurers of ENGLAND, for the difcovery 
<< of lands, territories, ifles, dominions, and feigniories unknown, and not be- 
** fore their late adventure or enterprize by feas or navigation commonly fre- 
** quented, the fole privilege of trading to the dominions and territories of the 
** emperor of RUSSIA. 
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* And whereas the liberties, powers, and privileges granted by the faid letters. 
patent, were afterwards, by an act of parliament made in the eighth year of 
the reign of queen ELIZABETH, confirmed to the faid merchants, and their fuc- 
ceffors, by the name of the fellowfhip of enctisH merchants for difcovery of 
new trades (now corhmonly called the nussrA company ;) by which the faid fel- 
lowfhip are to have the fole privilege of trading to and from the dominions and 
territories of the emperor of Russia, lying northwards, north-eaftwards, and 
north-weftwards, from the city of LoNpoN; as alfo to the countries of ARME- 
NIA MAJOR OF MINOR, MEDIA, HYRCANIA, PERSIA, Or the GASPIAN fea: 


* And whereas by an act made in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of 
king wILLIAM the third, to enlarge the trade to Russia, any fubject of this 
realm hath a right to be made free of the faid fellowfhip, paying for fuch his 
admiffion five pounds and no more: 


** And whereas by an act of parliament paffed in the twelfth year of the reign 
of his late majefty king cHARLEs the fecond, entituled an act for encouraging 
and increafing of fhipping and navigation, it is amongft other things enacted, 
that no goods of foreign growth, production, and manufacture, which 
by the faid a& are to be brought into ENGLAND, IRELAND, WALES, the iflands 
of GUERNSEY Or JERSEY, Or town Of BERWICK UPON TWEED, in ENGLISH OF 
other fhipping navigated in fuch manner as therein is mentioned, fhall be fhip- 
ped or brought from any other place or places, country or countries, but only 
from thofe of the faid growth, production or manufacture, or from thofe ports 
where the faid goods and commodities could only, or were, or ufually had been 
firft fhipped for tranfportation, and from none other places or countries, 
under the penalties of the forfeiture of all fuch goods, as alfo the fhip in which 
they are imported, with all her guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle, and ap- 
parel, to be divided and recovered, as in the faid act is directed, with provifo 
that the faid a& fhall not extend, or be meant, to reftrain and prohibit the im- 
porting of any of tlie commodities of the sTREIGHTS Or LEVANT feas, in EN- 
GLISH built fhipping, and navigated as therein is directed, from the ufual ports 
or places for lading them within the {aid srREIGHTS or LEVANT feas, or the im- 
porting any EAsT INDIA tommodities, loaden in the like fhipping, and fo na- 
vigated from the ufual place or places for lading of them, in any part of 
thofe feas, to the fouthward and eaftward of CABO BONA SPERANZA, although 
Vor. I. I the 





66 








THE CASPIAN TRADE Part I. 


<< the faid commodities be not of the very growth of the faid ports or places re- 


« fpectively : 
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* And whereas at the time of paffing the faid act laft-mentioned, it was not 
ufual to bring to this kingdom raw filk, and other gootls and commodities of 


the growth, produce or manufacture of PERSIA, through the dominions and 
territories of the emperor of Russia: 


« And whereas it may be of great advantage to this kingdom to open a trade 
to and from persia through russia, by promoting the confumption of the 
woollen and other manufactures, goods, and commodities thereof, if raw filk, 
and other the goods and commodities of the growth, produce, and manufac- 
ture of persia, be permitted to be imported into this kingdom from russia, in 
return for fuch woollen and other manufactures as fhall be exported from hence 
into RUSSIA, and from thence carried into persia, and not otherwife; be. it 
enacted, by the king's moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and con- 
fent. of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parlia- 
ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that from and after the 
24th day of June, 1741, it fhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or 
perfons free or to be free of the faid fellowfhip of ENGLIsH merchants, for dif- 
covery of new trades, commonly called the russia company, exclufive of all 
others, to bring and import into this kingdom, in BRITISH built fhipping, na- 
vigated according to law, from any port or place, of or belonging to the czar 
or emperor of Russta, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the 
growth, produce, and manufacture of persia, (provided fuch manufacture be 
made of the growth or produce of persia) being purchafed by barter, with 
woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities exported from GREAT 
BRITAIN tO RUSSIA, and from thence carried into PERs1A (gold and filver in 
coin or bullion excepted); or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch 
manufactures, goods, or commodities fo exported to Russia, and carried into 
persia as aforefaid, and not otherwife; upon paying or fecuring the cuftoms 
and other duties, now payable for the fame, by any law now in force, according 
to fuch rules, methods, and directions, and in the fame manner and form, and 
with fuch allowances, abatements, difcounts, and drawbacks, and under fuch 
penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by law preícribed and practifed on 
the importation of the like goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
PERSIA, imported into this kingdom, from any port or place in the LEVANT 

“ feas, 
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67 
feas, by any perfon or perfons free of the LEVANT or TURKEY Company y any 
thing in the faid recited act, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king 
CHARLES the fecond, to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithítanding. 


** And be it furthef enacted, that no filk or other produce, commodities, or 
manufactures of pexsia, fhall be imported into GREAT BRITAIN through Rus- 
sta, by virtue of this act, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do take an 
oath, or, being of the people called Quakers, a folemn affirmation, before the 
colle&or, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty's cuftoms, (who are here-- 
by impowered to adminifter the fame) at the port or place of importation, . 
that, to the beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk and other the 
produce, commodities, or manufactures of persia, contained in his or their 
entry or entries, was or were really and truly purchafed by barter with woollen 
or other manufactures, goods, or commodities exported from GREAT BRITAIN. 
to RUSSIA, and fromethence carried into PERSIA, (not being gold or filver in 
coin or bullion) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch woollen. 
or other manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported as aforefaid, and not 
otherwife; and in default of taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk or. 
other the produce, commodities, or manufactures of PERSIA, fo imported. 
from RUSSIA, fhall be liable to be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if 
the fame had been imported contrary to the faid act, made in the twelfth year of 
the reign of his late majefty king cHARLzs the fecond, intituled, an act for en- 
couraging and increafing of fhipping and navigation. 





«« Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing in this act contain- 
ed fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the permitting the ufing or wear- 
ing, in this kingdom, any wrought filks, or other the goods or commodities 
of the manufa&ure of PERsrA, mentioned in the act paffed in the eleventh year. 
of the reign of his late majefty king witLrAM the third, intituled, an act for 
the more effectual employing the poor, by encouraging the manufactures of 
this kingdom, which may be imported by virtue hereof through russia; but 
the fame act, and every claufe therein contained, fo far as the fame relates to 
the importing the faid goods into the port of Lowpow only, and to the entry 
thereof, and payment of the duties, and putting the fame into proper ware- 
houfes, and exporting them on fecurity, and to the feizing and profecuting 
thofe goods, and dividing the produce of fuch feizures, and keeping proper 


accounts thereof, and fubjccting the perfons concerned to penalties and difabi- 
| I 2 s lities, 
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ties, for breach of the faid act, fhall be practifed, and be of full force and ef- 
fe& for the purpofes aforefaid, as'"if the faid act, and the feveral claufes there- 


in contained, were particularly, and at large, repeated and fet down in the body 
of this act. 


- ** And be it further enacted, that if any queftion, difpute, or doubts fha!l a- 


rife, whether any of the goods or commodities to be imported by virtue of 
this act, be of the growth, produce, or manufacture of PERSIA, or not, or 
were imported contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, and the 
fame fhall, for that reafon, be feized as forfeited, the proof thereof fhall be 
incumbent on the importer or claimer, and not upon the officer or informer; 


* and the commiffioners of the cuftoms, if they fee fufficient caufe, fhall and may 


direct the officer of the cuftoms, who made the feizure, to proceed in the pro- 
fecution thereof, or not; and Judgment thereupon fhall be given for recovery 
of the forfeiture. 


* And it be it further enacted, that if any action or fuit fhall be commenced 
againft any perfon or perfons, for any thing done in purfuance of this act, the 
defendant or defendants in fuch action or fuit may plead the general iffue, and 
give this act, and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial to be had there- 
upon; and that the fame was done in purfuance and by authority of this act; 
and if it fhall appear fo to have been done, then the jury fhall find for the de- 
fendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff fhall be nonfuited, or difcontinue his 
action, after the defendant or defendants fhall have appeared, or if judgment 
fhall be given upon any verdict or demurrer againft the plaintiff, the defendant 
or defendants fhall and may recover treble cofts, and have the like remedy for 
the fame, as defendants have in other cafes by law. 


* Provided alfo, that any thing in this a& contained fhall not extend, or be 
conftrucd to exte;.d, to hinder or deprive the corporation of the united com- 
pany of merch.nis of ENGLAND, trading to the EAsT INDIES, from having and 
enjoviu:z ¿li and every fuch powers, privileges, franchifes, benefits, matters, 
er tuilgs, as do or fhall belong to them, or which they could or might en- 
joy in any manner of ways, if this act had not been made; any thing in this 
act to the contrary notwithítanding. 


« And 
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** And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that this fhall be ad- 
* judged and: deemed to be a public act, and fhall be judicially taken notice of 
* as fuch, by all judges, juftices, and other perfons, without fpecially pleading 
** the fame." 


The RussriA company now prepared to fend factors into GHILAN, and 
with them a confiderable quantity of cloth, and other woollen goods. 
This enterprize required, in a more peculiar manner, great unanimity. The 
ARMENIANS were already fixed in the CASPIAN commerce; and it is na- 
tural for people who have long enjoyed the fole poffeffion of any thing, 
to reafon themfelves into a perfuafion that they are the only rightful pro- 
prietors of it, and confequently that they do themfelves but juftice in 
employing all their fkill and induftry to oppofe thofe who pretend to 
fhare with them. ‘The Russia company was very early apprized of 
what they were to expect from the ARMENIANS; it would have been 
therefore their intereft to eftablifh one houfe only in GHILAN, in order 
to prevent the jealoufy and difcord, which are but too frequent in our 
factories abroad, and which might be apprehended in fo remote and 
lawlefs a country as PERSIA. However, as, a prefage of future difafters, 
feveral of the moft confiderable Russia traders, either from a jealoufy 
which thty had entertained of thofe who had given Mr. ELTON the 
firft countenance in this enterprize, or from a more judicious fufpicion of 
ELTON himfelf, declined throwing their effects into his hands, but fent 
Mr. JAMES BROWN, Mr. MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP, and Mr. RICH- 
ARD WILDER into GHILAN, who arrived there in 1742, with cloth and 
other manufactures to a very confiderable value. Mr. ELTON was not a 
little mortified at this ftep; however the firft of the two BRITISH fhips 
built at CAsAN, and now completed, was put under his direction. Be- 
ing alfo powerfully fupported by large confignments of cloth, and other 
proper goods, he went into PERsIA *. 





They are but ill acquainted with life, who do not know that it is 
checquered with evil, and the pleafures and advantages of it alloyed with 


2 Sec WooDRoors’s journal, chap. 23, and 23. 
their 
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their contraries. I have already obferved, that Mr. ELTON had been em- 
ployed in the RussIAN fervice, and was bred a feaman. He had many 
abilities, but wanted fome talents that were requifite on the prefent oc- 
cafion. 


No fooner was he arrived in GHILAN, than a quarrel enfued between 
him and the Russian conful ARAPOoPt. Whether this was owing to 
Mr. Er ToN's being deficient in that fkilful moderation, fo effential to the 
good conduct of commercial affairs, I will not pretend to fay; ARAPOFF 
appeared to me a very honeft and difcreet man: this however is moft 
certain, and in er ToN's favour, that very foon after his arrival in PER- 
SIA, Captain wooDROOFE, who commanded the firft BRITISH fhip built 
for this trade, was treated by the RUSSIAN fecretary at DERBEND, with 
great cruelty, as will be fully related hereafter. 


Ambition had certainly a fhare in Mr. Er Tow's refolutions; for he im- 
mediately entered into the fervice of NADIR SHAH, as fuperintendent of 
the PERSIAN coaft of the cAsPIAN, with defigm to build fhips in the 
EUROPEAN manner, if it fhould be found practicable. ‘The news of this 
foon reached the factors of St. PETERSBURG, but in a very obfcure and 
imperfec& manner. It gave them however fome concern for the fecurity 
of their effects, and ftill more for the offence, which they eafily forefaw 
would be taken by the RUSSIAN court. 


C I1 A P. 
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C H A P. X. 


The autbor's voyage to RIGA. A defcription of eustNEUR, the Sound, and 
the forts that guard this paffage. 


N February 1743, I accepted the offer of a partnerfhip in Mr. DING- 
LEY's houfe at St. PETERSBURG ; in confequence hereof I was made 
acquainted with the cAsP1AN trade, which was then in its infancy, and 
the obje& of the fanguine hopes of feveral of our moft confiderable mer- 
chants. From that time I imdulged a defire of feeing PERSIA, a coun- 
try fo renowned for "great and memorable events both in antient and 
modern hiftory. 








In April following I embarked in the river THAMES on board an ENG- 
risH fhip bound for rica. The feveral wrecks which then appeared 
in the fands and fhallows on the eaft coaft of ENGLAND, gave me but 
melancholy impreffions of the danger of a fea life. We had fevere wea- 
ther for the feafon, and the fhip being very old and crazy, rendered my 
fituation by no means agreeable, It is perhaps hard to fay if the motion 
a fhip, or the {mell of tar is moft apt to create the fea ficknefs; when this 
ficknefs is extreme, certainly nothing but the acuteft diftemper can ex- 
ceed it: gentle acids, and cooling foods are the greateft relief. 


It was now the beginning of May, yet the winds in the north fea were 
extremely cold. The sALTIC is feldom clear of ice till the middle of 
that month, and the winds which país over it are generally piercing. 
At length we arrived in the sounp. ‘This sTREIGHT is about two EN- 
GLIsH miles broad; the caftle of KRONENBURG, on the DaNisn fide, 
guards the entrance. ExsimBurG is on the oppofite fide, on the swED- 
1sH continent. In fome winters this paffage is frozen up. 
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The. duty paid here at different periods of time, has varied very much ; 
it is now near 3 4ths per cent. upon moft kinds of goods, and it is faid 
to amount to 70,000 crowns*. The original of this duty was to defray 
the charge of light-houfes and buoys, which the pangs fixed at proper 
places, for the fafety and convenience of navigators; thus they eafily 
procured the confent of the feveral princes and ftates who traded into the 
BALTIC, to which this is a more important pafs, than GIBRALTAR Is to 
the MEDITERRANEAN. In times of war veffels of moderate burthen have 
paffed the greater BELT at the back of ZEALAND; though the navigation 
here is more precarious, and the srREIGHTS of NEWBERG are alfo very 
narrow. In 1644, and the following year, thé HoLLANDERs pafled the 
SOUND in merchant-men as wel! as "ips of war, though the sweEDEs, 
with whom they were at war, we:;^ t.a roffefled of both fides of the 
paffage. 


The cannon now mounted in KRONENBURG caftle are large, and pro- 
bably much bigger than they were in thofe days; but a fufficient depth 
of water, a leading gale, and intrepid mariners might eafily furmount 
any obftacle to be found there, fhould neceffity require the trial. ‘This 
caftle projects into the water, and is fo far detached from the town as 
to enjoy an open and delightful profpect, and by its buildings, extent, 
and verdure within the walls, is rendered an agreeable place *. 


The confuls of ENGLAND, FRANCE, HOLLAND, and swEDEN, refide 
in the town. Mr. FENWICK, the ENGLISH conful, received me very po- 
liÀtely. ELSENEUR is a neat little town, watered by a fpring in the ealt 
part of it; and the ftreets being in fome places lined with trees, have an 
agreeable effect. The neighbourhood of the swrpEs makes the DANISH 
garrifon {trict in the examination of all who come into the town. Co- 
PENHAGEN is diftant from hence about 20 ENGLISH miles. 


a Lately increafed to 100,000 crowns, of 5s. 6d. the panes having wifely taken the precaution 
to inflruét fome of their cuftom-houfe officers in the russian language, the duties being demanded on 
she goods fpecified on the clearances in RUSSIA. 

> The works I am told are lately enlarged, and made more formidable than at the time I faw them. 


The 
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‘The remarkable piety of the DANISH nation appears even amongft the 
common foldiers. I obferved with great pleafure their good order and dif- 
cipline. When the guard was mounted, they made their addrefies to the 
fupreme being, in a regular manner *. The Danes are faid to maintain 
30,000 men. They have a fmall trade to cHINA; our maíters of {hips 
are fometimes fupplied by that nation with CHINA npo but of late years 
thefe are not only much advanced in price, but very bad in quality. This 
is alfo a little magazine of wine, brandy, and fuch commodities as are 
ufed by the merchant fhips. The boats employed in this road are very 
broad and fhallow, and though the fea fometimes runs high, they live, 
as the feamen term it, in a furprizing manner. 


From ELsINEUR we weighed aid pafied by COPENHAGEN, the royal 
palace of which forms a magnificent profpect from the water. The fea 
here is often very clear and tranfparent. Hence we paffed by BoRNHOLM, 
which affords an agreeable profpect in ferene weather, but in the clofe of 
the feafon is a great object of terror to mariners; few {hips navigate this 
fea from November to April. Soon after we defcried the coaft of coun- 
LAND, which affords a fandy and inhofpitable profpect. | 


Having gentle breezes, in a fhort time we made the bay of RIGA. As 
it was now the end of May, it is not eafy to conceive how pleafant the 
BALTIC fea is, and how much the {cene was changed for the better. Tho’ 
a maritime life had no utility, yet failing in fair weather might induce 
many to practife it, who defire to enlarge the ícene of their pleafures, 
Here we were obliged to lighten our fhip, by throwing out part of the 
ballat, that fhe might not draw above 11 feet water, being the depth 
ufually found on the bar. 


c A prattife fo little imitated in fome of the polite nations, that one hardly ever fees a foldier at 
church, but when he is going to execution for defertion, or worfe crimes. It was remarkable in the 
Jate war, that when all the different nations which compofed the confederate army were performing 
their daily devotions, the * * * * foldiers only, feemed to have no fenfe of the being of a God. 


Vor. I. K After 
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After a tedious paffage of 26 days, it was no {mall pleafure to go a- 
fhore; but by no means agreeable to be carried as a prifoner to the caftle 
of DWENAMUND, where I was kept above an hour in the company of 
common foldiers, and under fecretaries, who are but ¢ {mall remove from 
common foldiers. 





Russra being then at war with swEDEN, I was queftioned if I had any 
paffport. They faw that I was a merchant from ENGLAND; I produced 
letters of recommendation from monfieur NARRISKIN, then the RUSSIAN 
minifter at the court of LONDON, to count BESTUCHEFF, the great chancel- 
lor of Russia, and alfo to count LEsTocK °; and yet they made great diffi- 
culties concerning the want of a paffpert, which it is not ufual to bring 
from ENGLAND. Petty officers in th: » ossrAN fe-vice, often conjure up 
difficulties, out of a religious regara «o thé letter of* their orders; but the 
mafter of the fhip no fooner made the ORDINARY COMPLIMENT, than 
we were received by the officer on duty as the friends of his fovereign. 
From thence I went by land about half a day’s journey to RIGA. 














4 The fame who was afterwards difgraced. 
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The author is detained at RIGA, by order of the governor. . Defcription of 
that city and its trade. An account of DORPT and NARVA, with the 
trade thereof. The author arrives at St. PETERSBURG. 





T was about the 2oth of May when I arrived at RIGA. The weather 

was as hot as ever I remember it, during many years abode in PORTU- 
GAL; for the fun leaves the horizon only three or four hours, and its re- 
fle&ion continues even great part of that time, fo that, tho’ the dews 
fall, neither the earth. nor confea ntly the air, has time to become tem- 
perate. 





Here I was received by the BRITISH factors with great kindnefs and 


marks of regard, particularly by Mr. THOMAS SPENCER and his brother. 
Thefe gentlemen are diftinguifhed by their affluence and generofity. 


They gave me a hofpitable reception, which was the more pleafing, as I 
found myfelf referved for the honour of being a ftate prifoner. I pro- 
duced the moft indubitable credentials, the fame I have already mention- 
ed; and alfo letters of recommendation to the ENGLISH factors in RIGA, 
by all which it appeared I was an ENGLIsH factor going to refide in St. 
PETERSBURG. But the governor having received orders that no perfon 
fhould proceed from thence without exprefs leave from the court then re- 
fiding in St. PETERSBURG, he would not give me a pafiport, and I was 
obliged to wait there for feventeen days. Such is the jealoufy which the 
neighbourhood of the swEDEs creates in time of war. 


I fpent this time as agreeably as a garrifon and its confines would per- 
mit, but not a little mortified and furprized with the extreme heat. I 
was affured, that after the melting of the fnow, the earth being impreg- 
nated with the nitre which the fnow ccntains, fomctimes brings to ma- 
turity, in fix wecks, the rye which has lain in.the ground during the win- 
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ter; and that wheat has been fown and reaped within the fame time: the 
truth of which I fhould have difputed, if it had not been afferted by 
perfons of undoubted veracity. 


This city, which had now a confiderable garrifon of Russran forces, 
was built about the year 1190, when this country firft received the know- 
ledge of cuRisT. It is the metropolis of Livonia, a place of great 
confequence, fituated in the latitude of 57, on the north eaft of the 
DWENA, which runs into the gulph of RIGA. It was taken from the 
SWEDES by PETER THE GREAT in 1710, after a fiege of three months, 
in which time the swepisH garrifon, by faujine, the plague, and the 
fword, were reduced from 12070 to £250 men; and of the burghers and 
inhabitants there died about 60.00c. Several houfes have yet marks 
of the bombardment; the gallantry of the swepés in defending this 
place, was in fome meafure rewarded by the fuperior genius of PETER 
THE GREAT, Who granted the town a very honourable capitulation, 
which has been ever fince religioufly obferved. The magiftracy pre- 
ferve the civil power, according to their antient immunities; and the keys 
of the town gates are depofited with them every night. "The burghers 
have the fole right of buying of the PorrsH and RUSSIAN merchants; 
and confequently the ENGL:sH faCtors, and other foreigners, can buy on- 
ly of the burghers: the latter, by this exclufive privilege, might be much 
enriched; but by exceffive high living, and making their trade a kind of 
ftock-jobbing, numbers of them of late years are become bankrupts. 
Befides the corporation of burghers, which has the management of the 
city affairs only, the crown has a court under the RUSSIAN laws. This 
takes cognizance of the affefsments for quartering of foldiers, and other 
matters relating to the government. There is alfo a provincial court for 
the affairs of the province, confidered as diftinct from the city. 


The river DWENA generally clofes about the end of November, and 
opens again near the middle of March; fo that this town has the advan- 
tage of St. PETERSBURG, the NEvA being there clofed about fix wecks 

longer. 
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longer. When the ice breaks up, it often comes down in fuch large 
pieces, and with fo vaft a weight, as to remove points of land, and form 
banks, which fometimes remain for feveral years. This renders it impof- 
fible for any ftandipg bridge to be built over the river, an inconveniency 
which is removed by a bridge of rafts and boards, during the fummer 
feafon; fo that they walk even with the furface of the water. About 
200 veílels can conveniently lay and take in their loading to the depth of 
nine feet water. Larger fhips load ina creek not far diftant, where there are 
feven fathoms water; and fhips which cannot país the bar, load below. it,. 
at a place called the BALDERA. 











The chief commodities here, are hemp, flax, mafts and timber. The 
quantity of the hemp is generally about 40,000 íchipounds °, which is 
brought down in ftsuzes f of ‘50 to 7o feet long, and 20 to 30 feet 
broad, made head and ftern alike, and fteered by oars of about 25 feet, 
of which there is one at the head, and another at the flern. 


The PoLANDERs bring a large proportion of thefe commodities, chief- 
ly from the POLISH UKRAINE. The flax is brought from pRuANA and 
LITHUANIA, a great part of which they call DRUANA RAGITZER and LI- 
THUANIA KAGITZER, The timber is from thofe parts of POLAND which 
border on TURKEY; great part of that which is fit for mafts is two fum- 
mers in its paffage to RIGA. This place formerly exported vaft quan- 
tities of corn for swEDEN and other countries; but the fyítem of politics 
in that country having been for fome time repugnant to that of Russia, 
the town has fuffered the inconvenience of a prohibition. 


Rica has fometimes loaded annually near 500 fhips, of which above 
300 were from the UNITED PROVINCES ; but as the trade of that coun- 
try in general has been for fome years on the decay, the number of 
DUTCH fhips at this port has decreafed; nor indeed has the timber, in 
which great part of the trade confifted, been fo effential to thofe pro- 


* 6400 tons. f Fla.*vottomed boats 


vinces, 
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vinces, fince they have found that ftones will make a more la(ting fence 
againft the inroads of the fea. 


They meafure here by the ell, of which 1 + is equal to a yard ENG- 
LISH. Their foot of 12 inches, is equal to 11 inches ENGLIsH. Their 
weights are 


I ounce 2 loot. 
32 loot Q. 1 pound of 16 ounces. 
20 pound (C I lifpound. 
20 lifpound 1 {chippound. 
And they generally reckon 3 1 Ct. ENGLISH to a fchippound. 


Liquors are fold by the ftoop, of which three are eaual to an ENGLISH 
gallon. 


The money current here is rix dollars alberts, equal to 8o farthings. 
2 farthings — 1 mark. 

20 marks — 1 ort. 
4. orts 1 rix dollar, alberts. 


This mark is an imaginary fpecies of money, but they have another 
kind of mark of 6 grofs, by which fome commodities are bought. 


The farthings ire POLISH as well as SWEDISH coin. 


The merchants keep their accounts in rix dollars 5 and grofs, go grofs 
to a rix dollar.—But the tradefmen keep their accounts in rix dollars of 
40 marks. 


The houfes here are made fteep in the roof, for the better carrying off 
the water, which is very penetrating when the {now melts. In this they 
€ Generally worth 5s. 6d. according as the exchange is on AMSTERDAM, 


excel 
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excel the RussIANS, who have fill greater occafion.to provide againft the 
like inconvenience. The cellars are ufed as magazines for flax, and o- 
ther goods; and the entrance, or firít apartment, in moft houfes, is 
the coach-houfe, by which you muft pafs to the parlour and din- 
ing-room. The houfes have feldom above two ftories, and the ftreets 
are narrow. GERMAN is the language of the people of rica, but the 
peafants in the neighbourhood, and other parts of Livonia, fpeak uw- 
DUETCH, a diale& entirely differing from the GERMAN. 





My partner in St. PETERSBURG, having procured a paffport for. me, T 
provided myfelf with a fleeping waggon ^, and on the 7th of June I took 
poft for St. PETERSBURG. The foil about RIGA is fandy, but, after 
fome diftance, the cóuntry becomes more pleafant. In fome places it 
is champaign, in others the hills diverfify the fcene. It abounds in wood 
and corn land, and is well watered. ‘The poft horfes are exceeding bad, 
but as the itages are fhort, and the houfes clean, this inconvenience is 
fupportable. The ordinary ftations for the poits are FHAR, at the river 
AA, GARBIN, KUKATZ and DORPT, in all about 230 werfts. 


DonPT ftands on a plain, and is watered by the river EmBECK, which 
runs into the lake perrus. ‘The country on the fide towards RIGA pre- 
fents a moft delightful profpect. Its trade confifts moftly in corn and 
flax, of which confiderable quantities are fent to R1GA. The people here 
pretend, that every third year their wheat degenerates into rye; an opi- 
nion that probably has taken its rife from an unfkilful cultivation of the 
land, which may caufe the fize and fubftance of the grain to be greatly 
diminifhed. "Tis perhaps from the fame reafon reveríed, the HUNGA- 
RIANS pretend, that in fome parts of HUNGARY the earth is naturally fo 
fruitful, and probably fo well nourifhed by cultivation, that, after three 
years, rye becomes wheat; but neither of thefe pretended facts was it my 


Thefe are made of leather, refembling cradles, and hung upon braces. 
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bufinefs to difpute. Dorpr has the appearanceof a fuperb heap of ru- 


ins. Here are the remains of a cale which PETER THE GREAT took 
from the swEDEs in 1704, upon Which occafion great part of the town 
was deftroyed by fire. From hence the country near*the road is cleared 
of wood, and in many places well inhabited. I travelled along the 
banks of the lake prerpus, which is faid to abound in fifh. It is r20 
werfts long, and 60 broad, communicating with the lake Pscow ', the 
borders of which are famous for producing flax. From DORPT to FOR- 
MA POSTERN 37, to RANDAFFPUNGERN 39, tO PURRAW 34, tO VAVA- 
RA 20, to NARVA 41 werits, 


Here I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. THOMAS WINN, 
an ENGLISH merchant, who always diftinguifhed. himfelf by his great 
kindnefs to his countrymen who paffed through this province, as well as 
for the integrity and exactnefs of his commercial correfpondency, by which 
he has acquired a confiderable fortune. Narva, which is the capital of 
ESTONIA, is not a large town, but ftands on a rifing ground, is clean, and 
well fortified. Its trade confifts moftly in flax and timber; of the firft, about 
220,000 poods* are generally brought to market, part of it on the fnow; 
but the greateft quantity is tranfported in fpring, from pscow, through the 
lake PEIPUs. ‘Two werfts above the town there is a cataract in the river 
NARVA, at which they are obliged to unload the barks.—HorrANp, POR- 
TUGAL, and feveral parts of the BALTIC, as well as ENGLAND, take off 
this flax; as the HOLLANDERS the greateft part of the timber. Formerly 
they loaded 300 to 400 fhipsannually, with this article only; but now the 
number is reduced to about 100. "The exportation is limited by the rus- 
SIAN government to 120,000 balks", which are of 20 to 40 feet long, and 
10 to 15 inches fquare. The ENG isu generally demand the largeft, and 
the HOLLANDERS the {malleft kind. Every ton of fhipping in meafure- 
ment will take a load of timber, 50 folid feet being reckoned to a load. 





i Vulgarly called the lake PLEskow. = About 3,500 tons. 1 Firr trees. 
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The import here is about 15,000 lbs. weight of tobacco, and a fmall 
quantity of bale goods; but the greateft article is falt, of which they 
take near 100,000 poods™, 180 poods being reckoned to the laft, of 
two tons ENGLISH. There is no depth of water for fhips of above 
120 tons; fo that larger veffels are obliged to lay in the open road, where 
they are often diítreffed by hard gales of northerly winds; but this evil 
is intended to be remedied by building a pier. ‘This city is remarkable 
in ftory for the great defeat which the RussrANs met in the infancy of 
their military power, when 100,000 of them fled before a handful of 
SWEDES. This happened in the year 1700; and four years afterwards it 
was obliged to yield to the fuperior numbers and fortune of the Russi- 
ANs, who have held it ever fince; and in confequence of the favour 
which was fhewn it by the czAR, the town enjoys its civil government, 
without labouring under any oppreftion. 








From NARvA I departed for JAMBURG, on the river LUGA, over which 
there is a floating bridge; here alfo ftands an old caftle. From thence I 
proceeded to osERTES, paffing out of ESTONIA into INGRIA, where the 
road is moftly made of timber. The land within 20 werfts of St. PETERS- 
BURG on the banks of the NEVA, is very marfhy. From NARva to St. 
PETERSBURG is 146 werfts, and the whole diftance from RIGA 546 ". 
Notwithftanding the feveral ftops I made on the road, together with the 
bad poft horfes, I arrived the fourth day without much difficulty. 





Above 1100 tons. 398 miles, 
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The BRITISH factory at PETERSBURG alarmed by tbe complaints of the court 
of Russia againfi Mr. ELTON. The author offers bis fervice to go into 
PERSIA, and takes the charge of a caravan of woollen goods defigned for 
that country. 


Arrived at St. PETERSBURG the roth of June, a day fómewhat re- 
markable to me, as being the fame on which I landed at Liston 
fourteen years before, when I firft went abroad ; but remarkable to many 
for the birth of a man, ‘who might as well have not been born for any 
good he has done the world in general, or his unfortunate and deluded 
adherents in particular. 





I 











I was extremely pleafed to find a city fo open, airy, and regularly 
built-in mafiy places, with very good houfes in the 1TALran tafte. 


My reader will remember that I had formed a defign of going into 
PERSIA, fhould any convenient occafion offer. The feveral intimations 
of the diftreffed condition of that country, had indeed made fome impref- 
fion on me, but not much abated my curiofity. Very few weeks had paft 
before my partner, and other factors who were correfpondents with 
Mr. ELTON, being alarmed with the complaints of the RussiAN court 
in relation to that gentleman, refolved, that one of them would make a 
journey into PERSIA. I then offered my fervice, which was accepted. 





How far Mr. ELTON had carried the defien of trading from cREAT- 
BRITAIN over the CASPIAN fea into PERSIA, and how well it had fucceed- 
ed to his wifhes, has been already related: but now we kad reafon to be- 
lieve, that, not contented with the purfuit of comercial affairs, he had 
injudicioufly engaged in the fervice of NADIR sHAH, to build fhips on the 
CASPIAN after the EUROPEAN manncr. This was not then acknowledg- 

cd 
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ed by ELTON, nor entirely credited by his friends in St. PETERSBURG, 
but was thought a fufficient caufe to make an enquiry. Other reafons 
of jealoufy alfo concurring, we applied to Sir cyRIL wvcH, at that time 
his majefty's miniftes at the court of RussiA, and he, by a memorial to 
the great. chancellor’s office, demanded a, pafiport. for mo, which: was 
granted. 


I provided myfelf. with a convenient fleeping-waggon, another for my 
clerk, and a third for my baggage, alío a Russian menial fervant, a tar- 
tar boy and a foldier: then haying received fuch inftructions as weren- 
ceffary. from the. faGors. who. were interefted in this new commerce, and 
taken upon me the charge ot a caravan of thirty feven hales of ENGLI: 
cloth, I prepared for my journey, 


“This caravan of cloth, making twenty loads, fet out the 1ft of ser 
TEMBER. The 1ioth of that month I followed it, not without fome 
painful apprehenfions that though I might probably arrive time enough 
to obtain a paflage over the CASPIAN into PERSIA, yet the caravan would 
be too late in the feafon. 
































T had an order for nine pott-hories, and was determined. to make what 
fpeed the conveyance of the feveral neceflary things I carried with me 
would admit; but sotwithítanding this order for the facility of obtaining: 
fuch a number of horíes, and greater difpatch, I hired copzacunicks?. 
It is toô much the cuftom in Russia for officers or perfons who travel 
with fervants or Íoldiers, to treat the peafants with infolence. The firft 
charge I gave my attendants, was, to avoid every occafion of difpute, 
and ftill more of oppreffion; that if any infult was offered to them, they 


fhould inform me, that I might judge in what manner it ought to 
be refented. 





e Peafants horfes, for which they ray one copeck or a half-penny each werfl ; whereas poft-horfes are 
but 4 acopeck, and not fo good. 
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The rainy and frofty feafon being already come on, I found the roads 
extremely bad, efpecially for about fifteen werfts.- The adjacent country 
to St. PETERSBURG, would be ifnpaffable but for the great care which 
is taken in mending the roads with timber and fafcirtes. A peace being 
concluded with swEDEN, we overtook great numbers of foldiers who were 
retiring to the:r winter quarters. 


On the 11th we found the road better, though the ground about us 
was marfhy, and little or no arable land appeared. We got this even- 
ing to PREESTAN, which is 123 werfts from St. PETERSBURG. On the 
12th we advanced thirty-fix werfts to the river voncorr, which: it was 
neceffary to país. The banks of this river are very pleafant, part con- 
fifting of rich arable lands. It communicates with the lake LODOGA, 
veffels paffing through this river to the canal, which runs into the Neva; 
alfo with the lake 11LMEN at NOVOGORODE from whence, by the river 
MSTA and TWERSA, it communicates with the vorGA at the city 
UGLITZ. 


The ferry-man finding that I was a merchant, began to be infolent. 
Thefe boors ufually entertain a contemptible notion of their own traders, 
compared with military people, which they extend to merchants in 
general. Icould not help obferving upon this, as upon many other oc- 
cafions, the obftinate opinion which the peafants had imbibed of the little 
refpect due to merchants, though this barbarity of manners wears off very 
fait amongit the politer part of the people. The delay and impertinence 
to which I found myfelf thus expofed, neceffarily called on my foldier to 
exercife his cane, which foon brought my antagonift to his duty. As the 
road on the oppofite fide of this river was exceeding bad, we intended 
to have gone up to NovoGoRoDE by water, but the wind blowing ftrong 
in our teeth prevented us. 


The 13th, the darknefs of the night, the hard wind and rain, and ex- 
ceffive bad road, obliged us to halt, and fleep in our waggons in the 
epen field, efpecially as one of them remained till morning ftuck in a bog. 

We 
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We overtook a party of cossacxs, who had ferved in the war againft the 
SWEDES; one of them feized hold of my horfes, but he foon difpelled 
my fears by informing me that he had difcovered the horfe he had loft 
three years ago, which proved to be the real cafe; he very civilly pro- 
cured me another to the next ftage, and we parted with mutual wifhes 
of a good journey. From the vorcorr, we pafled the MSTA, near Novo-- 
GORODE, and thence came to BRoNI TZ on the 14th, which is 230 werfts 
from St. PETERSBURG. I. now found the weather mild, which was a 
joyful circumítance to me, who had not been accuftomed to autumn jour- 
nies in a rigorous climate. The road alfo was open and pleafant, which 
was fome confolation for our - being obliged to take this rout, the beft road. 
being under repair. ‘The land in feveral places is dry and arable, and pro-- 
vifions fo cheap, that good beef may be bought for the value of three far- 
things a pound, mutton and pork i in proportion, and bread about one fixth. 
part of its ufual price with us in ENGLAND. 





The Russians, though not the acuteft lawyers, underftand how to tor- 
ture words, and make them fay what was never intended: my PODEROS- 
nor’, by fome omiffion or ambiguity, now left me at the mercy of the 
poft-mafters, as it was fo worded as to fignify either poft-horfes or YAM- 
SHEEKS*. We paíled by KREsTIKOI, and went 40 weríts to 1sACOFF.. 
The 15th. Laft night the axle-tree of my own waggon broke: the 
RUSSIAN vehicles, unlefs made by exprefs commiffion, are very fubject 
to {fuch accidents. This day we arrived at varpAr, where is a confi- 
derable monaftery, fituated on a little ifland formed by the adjacent lake: 
the town is the property of the monaftery. "The inhabitants are moftly 
the defcendents of the PorEs, who were brought here as prifoners in for- 
mer wars, but the diítin&ion is now almoft loft. The drefs of the women 
is neater, and their perfons are more comely than in general thofe of the 
RUSSIAN peaiunts ; but their exceffive apt, and painted faces, greatly 
diminith the external charms which nature has beftowed on them. The 





? Order for horfes. * Horíes for which 2 copeeks a werft are paid in this place. 


countrv 
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Country is very hilly, and. affords many pleafant profpects. Venus 
feems to have had here a more peculiar refidence from. the feveral amor- 
OUS fongs which the RUSSIANS hold in great efteem, in relation to the 
fcenes of delight which this place affords ; 3 though the more refined parts 
of love, are hardly to be found among the prefent inhabitants. Here we. 
got horfes for Ii : copeeks a werft each horfe. 








The 16th. By noon we had advanced 99 werfts to vISHNEIVOLOCHO- 
QUE: here we took horfes for 130 weríts. The next day, paffing over. 
feveral branches of the sta and Twersa, I got to TwERE, where I 
came up with my caravan of cloth. Great cemplaints were made by 
the iswosuicks ', of the badnefs of the roads, infomuch that my fear. 
of its not reaching PERSIA that year encreafed; therefore inftead of one 
horfe to each load, I ordered two, and promifed " to divide fomething 


confiderable among the carriers, if they exerted themfelves to the utmoft 
of their ftrength and ability. 





And now we are upon this fubject, before I proceed further, perhaps 
it may afford fome gratification to the curious, to be informed in what 
manner caravans ufually travel in this country. 


C H A P. XIII. 


The beft manner of ordering caravans in Russia, and how they are ge 
nerally conducted, 


N ‘RussIA, carriages for merchandize are drawn only by one horfe. 
Thefe vehicles are nine or ten feet long, and two or three broad, and 
are principally compofed of two ftrong poles, fupported by four wheels 
of near an equal fize, and about as high as the fore wheels of our or- 





* Carriers, 
dinary 
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dinary coaches, but made very flight: many of the rounds of the wheels 
are of a fingle piece of wood, and open in one part for near an inch; 
and fome of them are not fhod with ifon. 


The firft care is to lay the bales as high as the cart will admit, on a 
bed of matts of the thickeft fort‘. Befides the original package, which 
is calculated to ftand the weather, the bales are ufually covered with 
very thick matts, and over thefe other matts are laid, to prevent the fric- 
tion of the ropes; laftly there is another covering of matts, in the want 
of raw cow hides, which are always beft to defend the goods from 
rain, or from the fnow, which, when it melts, is yet more penetrating. 
Each bale is fealed up with a leaden feal, to prevent its being opened on 
the road, or any of the goods vended in the country, that is, when they 


are intended for PERSIA. 
s 








In St. PETERSBURG, from whence the BRITISH Caravans always fet out, 
it is neceffary to provide a wiPis *, which muft be carried to the cuftom- 
houfe of asTRACHAN, and alfo paffports for the people that attend the 
caravan. ‘The manner of procuring horfes is to agree with one or more 
PODERATCHICKS ", who provide for the whole caravan, in the fummer 
feafon at the rate of about one ruble a pood ", for the carriage from St. 
PETERSBURG to ZARITZEN, Which is near 1800 weríts; and'in winter 
it is only 40 copeeks*. Thefe waggons ufually carry from 25 to 30 
poods. On every agreement of this kind, the crown receives a duty of 
10 per cent. but the carriers are not very fcrupulous in regard to the de- 
claration of the exact price. 


As this duty is by agreement ufually paid by the mafter-carrier, he takes 
out a CHAMATAVOI YERLIQUE’, and having part of the money advanced, 
he provides the carriers, and every thing neceflary for the journey. And. 





f The russians call thefe matts loobkas and finofkas. t A cuftom-houf: permit. a Maialíler 
carriers. w 36 lb. ENGLISH. * Which is equal to 19 4 pence per itone of 14 lbs. ENGL isR, 
for 1200 ENGLISH miles in fummer, but in winter not quite 8 pence per fore. Y A certain clear. 
ance fo called. 


here 
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here a zAPrs * is of excellent ufe to keep thefe people in order, for by this 
they oblige themfelves to watch the goods at night, and preferve them as 
much as poffible from fire, watery and thieves; but in the laft cafe little 
dependence ought to be made on them, either for eourage or for arms. 
On this account the conductor of the caravan (who with us in the BRI- 
TISH trade was generally a foreigner) ought to take particular care of this 
regiftered bond; for the carriers being uneafy at the reftraint it lays them 
under, will fometimes attempt to fteal it from him while he is afleep. 


Spring and autumn are very bad feafons for travelling, as my caravan at 
this time experienced. There is a law in force, made in favour of the 
carriers, by which any contract for tranfporting merchandize in the 
winter becomes null and void, if the roads are broke up by a thaw, 
and thereby rendered impracticable to travel in fledges, in which cafe the 
carriers have the liberty of taking out their horfes, and leaving a caravan in 
any town they can moft eafily reach. The conductors of caravans gene- 
rally chufe to lodge in villages, a few miles wide of mosco. If they come 
into the city, the goods muft be houfed in the GosTINADWoRE *, or pay 
three copeeks a load, the fame as if they had been houfed. There is no 
neceflity to make any ftay in this city, except to regifter the clearances, 
or to gratify the carriers, who are too fond of the fpirit of corn to pafs 
great towns without their fill of it. 


At NOVOCHOPERSKAJA, a frontier garrifon towards the pow cos- 
SACKS, they examine the CHAMATAVOI YERLIQUE, already menti- 
oned; and the officers, in order to extort a prefent, ufually make great 
difficulties; but when they are reminded, that according to the treaty of 
commerce with the BRITISH crown, and the EMPRrss's regulations of 
trade, a dollar is due for every hour of illegal detention, they foon be- 
came reconciled to the acceptance of a loaf of fugar, or a few bottles of 
brandy, and fuffer the caravan to proceed. | 


z A regiftered bond. * Public warehoufes. 
The 
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The caravans gencrally fet out about r2, both in the night and day, 
except in the heat of fumsmer. In the winter between St. PETE«sBURG and 
Mosco, they ufually travel 70 weríts in*24 hours ^; but from Mosco to 
ZARITZEN, only 4d or co werfts: in fummer their ftages are fhorter. 
Great part of the laít mentioned road being through an uninbabited coun- 
try, makes the carriers cautious not to jade their horfes. Every time they. 
fet out, the conductor ought to count the loads. When neceflity requires 
that the caravan fhould be drawn within fences, or into yards, the heads 
of the waggons ought to ftand towards the door in a regular order, and a 
guard, who will keep a better watch than an ordinary carrier, fhould be 
be fet over it: for want of this precaution, whole caravans in RussiA have 
been fometimes confumed by fire. It is moft eligible to ftop in the field, 
where the ufual method is to form the carriages into a ring, and bring 
the horfes as well as the men within it, always obferving to keep in fuch 
a pofition as beft to prevent an attack, or repulfe an enemy. The KHAL- 
MUCKS on the banks of the vorcaA are ever ready to embrace an op- 
portunity of plundering and deftroying paffengers; therefore when there 
is any occafion to travel on thofe banks, which fhould be avoided as much 
as poffible, an advanced guard of at leaft four cossacks is of great ufe; 
efpecially to patrole in the night; it is not often practifed but I found it 
indifpenfably neceffary when I travelled on thofe banks, as I fhall have 
occafion to relate. 


A hundred carriages take up two thirds of a mile in length, fo that 
when no horfeman is at hand to fpread the alarm, the rear might be eafily 
carried off. They have not even a trumpet, horn, or other inftrument 
for this purpofe; they truft in providence and think any care of this kind 
unneceffary, though the neglect has fometimes proved of fatal confequence. 


By the time the caravans, which fet out in the winter, ufually arrive at 
ZARITZEN, the voLGA becomes very dangerous; for which reafon goods 


b 47 miles ENGLISH. 


Vor. I. M are 
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are houfed there till the waters are open. From ASTRACHAN they fel- 
dom venture to travel on the ice after January. Ic muft be obferved, that 
to fave the fhipping feafon, either on the BALTIC or the CASPIAN fea, 
it is fometimes neceffary to make loads only of 15 poóds for a fingle horfe, 
but the hire of the horfes is then eftimated near the fame, as if it was 
25 poods. Another way, which I experienced, is to hire double horfes 
to 25 poods, which faves many days, and was the caufe that my caravan 
got fafe into PERSIA, when another, which fet out a week fooner from 
St. PETERSBURG, wintered in ASTRACHAN. 





It is neceffary to fend previous advice to zARITZEN, that a veffel may 
be provided by the time you arrive there. Thofe veffels which carry 
3000 poods*, are as large as is confiftent with fafety and difpatch to go 
down the VOLGA to AsTRACHAN. ‘They coft from 60 to 100 rubles 3, 
and, confidering how ill they are put together, íometimes prove very 
dear. ‘They require 15 or 20 hands to navigate them, of which half 
ought to be foldiers, in order to {ferve as a convoy againft robbers, of 
which I fhall have occafion to fpeak more at large. 





I have been the more minute in this relation, as my intention is to pre- 
ferve a remembrance of the manner in which this branch of commerce 
was conducted. 


t€ About 45 tons. 3 12 to 181. 


CHA P. 








C H A R XIV. 





A defcription of TwERE, and of the great road made by the command of 
PETER the GREAT from St. PETERSBURG fo MOSCO. Tbe author ar- 
rives at Mosco. A fhort defcription of that city. 





O return to TWERE. It is a very antient city, but of no beauty; 
the largeft and beft ftructure was then building for the ufe of the 
civil officers of the government. ‘This place ftands on both fides of the 
TWERSA, which runs into, or is rather a branch of the great river vor- 
GA. Another large branch of that river runs about fouth weft to voro- 
DIMEROFF, and from thence northwardly for many miles, terminating 
in a little lake; fo that in this place, as well as in many others, the vor- 
GA feems to be a rich mine of gold to the RussIAN empire. 





T' went is a great rendezvous for merchants who trade to the towns 
on the banks of the vorcaA; in the ordinary courfe of the year, here is 
not a depth of 20 inches water; yet in the months of April and May this 
river receives fuch vaft floods from the melting of the fnow, as raifes the 
water to 10 or 11 feet. Large flat bottomed veffels of 200 tons take this 
opportunity of pafling to and from AsTRACHAN, and other places; the 
trade to PERSIA being fometimes carried on by the fame channel. They 
bring here great quantities of rock falt, caviare and fifh; and carry back 
bale goods, corn, meal, and all kinds of groceries, performing the voyage 
in 16 or 20 days. 


The 19th we arrived at KLIN, which is a very agreeable place, near 
2 fmall branch of the river KLIAzMaA. Paffing through PIESKIE, KLU- 
SENO, PETROWSsKoOI, and other {mall villages, we travelled 84 werfts, 
and the next day we arrived at Mosco, the metropolis of the RUSSIAN 
empire. 


M 2 Among 
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Among other great works of that immortal prince PETER I. he caufed 
a road to be cut irom St. PETERSBURG, intending to make the whole dif- 
tance of 734 werfts * in a direct line and perfpective, but it is not entire- 
ly compleated, ncr isthe part performed, exactly ch the original plan. 
Vaft forrefts of firrs, birch, and other trees, were cut through, and a 
paffage made over moraffes, which till then was thought impoffi- 
ble to be accomplifhed. Immenfe quantities of timber were hewn 
down, ditches were made, and the earth thrown up and levelled, upon 
which frait firs, their furfaces being firt made plain, were laid clofe to 
each other; thefe are fupported by a foundation of the fame kind of tim- 
ber, and the ends in the center, for it is compofed of two trees, and on both 
fides, are fecured by crofs timbers. This bridge or road of timber, is car- 
ried, according as the land requires it, for about 150 weríts. For- 
merly the timber way was much longer, but as the lands grow drier, 
it becomes the more unneceffary. Even for this extent of 150 werfíts, 
allowing one tree with another to be g inches diameter, and the length 
23 feet‘, and fuppofing the foundation and fides to be only half fo many 
more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 46 feet wide, 
here is an an expence of 2,100,000 trees. But befides thefe, there are 
on the fides of the road, great quantities of timber cut down, which had 
never been ufed. 





On my arrival I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. JoHN 
TAMESZ, who by his fkill and induftry as a merchant and manufacturer, 
has acquired a great reputation. His fabric appeared as a little town, 
having about 400 looms, which employs more than 1000 hands in mak- 
ing fail-cloth, thectings, ravenducks and drillings. 


Mosco is in the latitude of 55, 40, and is built in fome meafure 
after the eaftern manner, having not many regular ftreets, but a great 
number of houfes with gardens. Its circumference is about 16 ENGLISH 


e 487 miles ENGLISH. f They are from fix to twelve inches diameter, being of difterent fizes, 


and in length twenty to twenty five feet. The road is the length of two trees broad. " 
mics, 
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miles. The river MoskwaA, which runs through it, and joins the occa 
near KOLUMNA, makes many windings, which add a very ftriking beauty 
to the city; but in the fummer it is in feveral places fhallow and unna- 
vigable. The feveral eminences, groves of trees, gardens and lawns in- 
teríperfed, form the moft pleafing profpects, and enliven the imagination. 
‘The frequent dreadful fires with which this city has been afflicted §, 

have hardly left houfes to accommodate the emprefs’s retinue^ without 
diftreffing her people; infomuch, that this princefs has been prevented 
from taking that delight in it which the fituation of the place affords. 
Befides, here are no palaces comparable to thofe of St. PETERSBURG, PE- 
TERHOFF and CZARSKOIZELO, the imperial palace in this city, being re- 
markable for fcarce any thing elfe than its having thirty chapels, and a 
very lofty hanging garden : In many parts it appears rather like a prifon 
than a royal palace. The number of churches and chapels in Mosco, 
is hardly within belief: they are eftimated above 1800, but many of 
them are very mean: moft of the paintings were done when this art was. 
in its infancy. 


The moft remarkable thing I faw, is the great bell, which is indeed 
ftupendous, and furprizes equally on account of its fize, and the folly 
of thofe who caufed it to be made: but the RussrANs, for time imme- 
morial have had a ftrange ambition of this kind. The bell in quef- 
tion weighing near 12327 poods', was caít in the reign of the late 
emprefs ANN: tbe found of it rather amazed and deafened, than delight- 
ed the inhabitants. It coft a very great fum; for every one ambitious to 

contribute towards it, threw fome gold or Biver into the furnaces, which 
were four in number; thefe furnaces had cocks, which let off the metal 
into the mould. "The geometrical dimenfions are as in the plate annexed. 
This bell was now in a pit, over which it had been hung; but the beam 
which fupported it being burnt, on occafion of a great fire, it gave way 
and the fall made a breach in it as expreffed. 





£ The account of the fire in May 1752 is mannii they mention 13000 houfes, which is hardly eredible. 

b The removal of the court to mosco occafions fuch a conflux of people, that I have been affured 

no lefs than 80,000 paffports for mosco have been delivered in St. PETERSBURG in the fpace ef a 
few months. i 443,772]b. BNGLIsH value at 35. is 65,681 1. 

The 
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The waters of the moskwa are not eíteemed. In fome feafons 
agues are predominant in this city, but in general, the climate is good. 
Being in the heart of the empire it is the grand refidence of that part of 
the nobility which is not obligec to follow the court; and it is particular- 
ly inhabited by the chief merchants and manufa&turers. This city hav- 
ing for many ages frequently fuffered by dreadful fires, which have fwept 
away feveral thoufand houfes at a time, it would be amazing that they fhould 
ftill continue to build with wood, were it not that the cheapnefs of this: 
kind of building, and the poverty of many of the inhabitants render it 
neceffary. By a late decree of the RussIAN fenate, the wood houfes 
are limited to certain quarters of the city; in all other places they are 
ordered to be re-built with brick and ftone'. It is the cuftom in Rus- 
sta:to build very fat, and without proper attention to the quality of 
the materials. Mosco has been more than once ravaged by the TAR- 
TARS and POLEs; it yet fhows many antient works of defence, but the 
prefent pacific ftate of this country renders the fortifications lefs an ob- 
ject of regard. 











Before we leave Mosco, it is neceflary to obferve that there remain 
many traces of the antient RussIAN cuftoms, which are hardly to be feen 
in St. PETERsBURG, this laft city being in fome degree confidered as 
another country: thofe who have a fuperflitious reverence for antiquity, 
look on it alfo with jealoufy mixed with contempt, as being more 
modern than mosco. ‘The RussriANs in general preferve a great. {hare 
of the fimplicity of their forefathers; they chufe the appellations of 
father and mother, as expreflions of refpect, as well as real afh- 
nity. Modern refinements which in fome countries have rendered it 
unpolite for a fon to call his father by that endearing name, is little 
known among them. In the politeft correfpondences of friendfhip or ac- 
quaintance, a man's chriftian name with that of his father's, as JOHN 


i Mosco is faid to have fuffered, within thefe 20 years, the lofs of above 30,000 houfes, It is re- 
markable, that the fire which happened in 1752, in two hours time was carried to the extent of two 
ENGLISH miles. 


the 





Chap. XV. JOURNEY FROM MOSCO, &c. 95 


the fon of Tuomas, without any other addition, is deemed the moft re- 
fpectful addrefs. My Caravan being at length arrived, I gave the necefía- 
ry directions, and haftened its departuke. 








C H A P. XV. 


The author leaves mosco and purfues bis journey ; be enters TARTARY, de- 
Scribes tbe manners of tbe cossacks, and arrives at ZARITZEN on the 
banks of the VOLGA. 





HE 24th of September, having repaired our vehicles, and provid- 

ed fuch provifions as were thought neceffary, we left Mosco, at 
which time the weather was become more foft and pleafant. We tra- 
velled fouthward to sTRELKOWA, NEIKITSKOI, BORISOWSKOI, and other 
{mall villages, not far from the weftern banks of the occa. "The coun- 
try is hilly, but abounding in arable lands, and adorned with a beauti- 
ful variety of groves. Here we met fome sweEpisH prifoners returning 
to their own country. . 





The 25th at night we arrived at KOLUMNA, 80 weríts from Mosco. 
This is one of the cities of the beft appearance in this part of the world, 
having many ftone and brick buildings, and a good wall: it has alfo fe- 
veral turrets of 2 very irregular figure, yet being covered with gilded tin, 
they make a good appearance. After paffing the occa, I found the 


country very pleafant; their horfes were now feeding on the rye juft 
fprouting from the earth. 





The 26th, being advanced to PERISLAWL RJAzANsKor, I found myfelf 
in another climate, for the harveft was not yet gathered in. The roads are for 
the moft part very good; the country has not much wood,but is delight- 

| fully 
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fully watered. ‘The poverty of the people is great, as appears by the 
houfes of the peafants, which are covered with ftraw, in a manner that 
declares their ignorance even of thatching. Their language and drefs 
had fome remarkable difference from thofe of the m iore northern nvs- 
sIANs. I was furprized to behold fo fine a country, at the fmall dif- 
tance of 200 werfts from the metropolis, with fuch an appearance of 
indigence: but fome lords are fuch bad ceconomitts, that they defeat 
their own end, by not only refufing to affift their vaffals, but in a great 
meafure obftructing their induftry, thro’ a rapacious impatience of gain, 
before the peafants feel the fweets of their labour, a conduct which is 
naturally productive of indolence. 





The 27th, the weather and the road continued extremely pleafant. Be- 
ing informed that a gang of 60 robbers had the fame day we pafled the 


occa, committed feveral robberies on that river and its banks, we were 
folicitous to get forward as much as poffible out of their reach. 


The 28th, Rain coming on, obftructed our way fo much that we could 
not travel above half fo faft as in dry weather. We were now in an 
open fertile country, but the people fo poor that many of their wEsBEs * 
confifted only of one room, about five or fix yards {quare, which is 
often deftined to contain fix or eight people of both fexes. The inha- 
bitants, who are not numerous in thefe parts, are not very referved with 
regard to the ordinary confequences of fuch cohabitations. 


The 29th, having travelled 300 werfts from KOLUMNA, we arrived 
at KosLove. This city has a wall of earth, and fome wooden turrets, 
which ferved as a defence againft the invafions of the TARTARs in for- 
mer times. It ftands on a little branch of the river vonoNiTz, called 
LESNOI VORONITZ. Here we paid only half a copeek! a werft for each 


horíe. 
| k Cottages fo called. 1 A farthing. 
The 
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The 30th, we travelled 70 weríts farther, to the city of TAMBOVE, 
which is a mean place, Here they: demanded one copeek a werft for 
each horfe; the peafants complained ofethe exactions of the officers and 
foldiers who had lately marched that way. for AsTRACHAN and the PER- 
SIAN frontiers. 


October the 1ít, we entered the step. The inhabitants who are neareft 
to it often manure fome tracts of land, by burning the grafs, which 
grows to a great length. In places which are not burnt, provender 
is found even in the winter feafon; for by fcraping away the ínow, the 
cattle feed on the half perifhed grafs. We overtook a caravan of 40 loads 
of EUROPEAN goods, going to ZARITZEN, the property of ARMENIAN mer- 
chants. The 2d, we arrived at NovocHoPERSKAJA, the proper boundary 
of RUsSIA, on the riwer cHoPER, which falls into the pon. ‘This place is 
the RussiAN frontier towards the pon cossAcks; it is fortified with pa- 
lifades, a dry moat, and a rampart on which fome {mall pieces of artil- 
lery are mounted: it is almoft furrounded by a pleafant grove of oaks; 
the adjacent ‘country is very delightful, and the roads exceeding good. 
The 3d, we travelled moft part of the night on the banks of the cuo- 
PER, where-there are feveral mills for corn; the country is very thin 
of inhabitants, and thofe only on the weftern banks. Leaving MICHAI- 
LOVE, we paffed through coRozANsk and KHOTOSKAJA, two COSSACK 
towns, and arrived the next day at URJUPIN, à COSSACK village, IOO 
weríts from NovocHoPERsKAJA. Here I found the people very clean, 
and well cloathed: the women are gay and comely; their heads are adorn- 
ed with a cap, rifing from their forehead about eight inches, with two 
points in form of a crefcent, and their fhifts are ornamented with a red 
crofs. Unmarried women wear their hair plated behind after the RUSSIAN 
manner. 














The cossacks are a fpecies of TARTARs: their name fignifies free- 
booters; but in thefe parts they are civilized, and faithful to the RUSSIAN 
government, which by an excellent policy is indulgent to them; fo that 
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they are ready when called.on; to attend the RUSSIAN army, and bring 
with them ufually each man two horfes. Upon thefe occafions they are 
well cloathed, and accoutred at their own expence. They receive no pay, 
except in time of war, when they are actually employed, and then only 
fix rubles a year, with provifion and plunder; yet being exempt from taxes, 
they have.no provocation to forfake their mafters. They are a very gal- 
lant as well as fober people, and fome of them are faid to poffefs 1000 
fheep, and 300 cows. 











We faw little more for three days than land and fky, except fome woods 
and mountains to the eaftward, which gave pleafure in proportion to the 
abfence of other objects. ‘There are prodigious flights of blue pigeons; 
of which we killed as many as we could confume. ‘The poft huts on the 
STEP could not always fupply us with a fufficient number of horfes, fo that 
where any inhabitants could be found within fix or eight miles from the 
road, we were more than once obliged to fend out for them.  Paffing 
the cHoPER and the Don, we advanced, in five days and nights, near coo" 
werfts from URJUPIN, having met with very few inhabitants. At length 
we arrived at GRIGORISKOI, which forms a kind of peninfula. Here 
they take a great quantity of crawfifh, efpeciall in fpring, at which 
time the flefh is moft efteemed: when they are pounded and mixed with 
water, the eyes fink to the bottom. Quantities of thefe eyes are fent into 
TURKEY, and other countries, being well known to be ufed in medicines. 
Their houfes, or rather huts, are built of oak plank; but fo little pro- 
vident are they of timber, that the bench I fat upon was hewn with an 
ax, and near three inches thick. F ith and fowl of all kinds are in great 
plenty. They marry very young; I had fome difcourfe with a boy of 
fifteen, who was engaged to a girl of the fame age. 




















The oth. This morning we arrived under the lines which are thrown 
up from the Don ^ to the vorca, for the diítance of about 50 werfts. 
The ditch is near fixteen feet deep, but not made entirely fquare. There 

354 miles, Antient TANAIS, 
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is a bank of earth near twenty feet high, with a ftrong timber rail to- 
wards the top. Sentry*boxes are placed at certain diftances, from which 
the guard can communicate an alarm io the chief garrifon, ZARITZEN, 
which terminates tHe line on the weftern banks of the vorca. On this 
{pot PETER the GREAT intended to join the pon and the vorca, and 
the canal was actually begun for that purpofe. By this means a commu- 
nication would have been opened with TURKEY, and the czar might 
have attacked that empire with fhips built on the vorca, where the 
materials are in great abundance: but this undertaking proved very dif- 
ficult from the hardnefs of the foil. Befides, as it was found practica- 
ble to build fhips on the pon, this and other weighty reafons prevented 
the execution of this defign. 


The KooBAN TARTARs were fome years ago very formidable inthis part 
of the world. The river kuma’ which difembogues itfelf into the cas- 
PIAN, now ferves as a barrier to thefe people, who are kept in awe 
by the RussrANs. Not long fince, they made incurfions, and carried off 
the inhabitants of whole villages, with all their cattle; but they dare 
not make their appearance at prefent, except in fmall parties, who fome- 
times break through the lines and carry off horfes, which is their grand 
allurement, as they ferve for food as well as for ordinary ufes, 





Though the incurfions of the rarraRs were generally mentioned as 
a trivial matter with regard to our new trade; yet the KHALMUCKs, alittle 


before my arrival, had the boldnefs to rob a caravan, in which was a fum 
of copper money, belonging to the crown, intended for the garrifon of 
ZARITZEN: they alfo killed and wounded feveral foldiers who guarded it. 


The fun was yet warm, and the weather delightful. On the plains, near 
ZARITZEN, they feed dromedaries, which are not much unlike camels. 


° The kama, with which this is fometimes confounded, runs into the voL cA, near CASAN. 
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Remarks on tbe KHALMUCK TARTARS. 4 particular account of the pirates 
who infeft the voca. The nature of the veffels which navigate that river. 
The autbor's voyage down to ASTRACHAN. 


ARITZEN is fituated ‘in the latitude of 47 4, at the diftance 
of 1042 werfts ? from Mosco, on a high bank of the vorca, of 


which it commands a delightful profpect, The buildings are mean, nor 
are theré many inhabitants: the place is defended by a deep ditch, a 
. ampart garnifhed with artillery, and a garrifon of 3000 men. 





In a deep valley, under the fouth fide of this placc, is an encampment 
of KHALMUCK TARTARS, who are in friendthip with the RussiANs fo 
long as they awe them by their power; for thefe barbarians do not keep 
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their faith more inviolably than fome politer nations. The KHAL- 
Mucks have the fame *form of vifage as the CHINESE, but more fierce 
and favage. Thefe are difperfed tribes of thofe MUNGALIANS whom 
the cHINESE long lince received as their conquerors. They are armed 
with bows and arrows, and feed on the flefh of horfes, camels, drome- 
daries, and other animals, and eat the entrails of them, even when the 
beaft dies of the fouleft diftemper. They throw their dead into open 
fields, to be devoured by dogs; of which many run wild, and fome are 
kept for this purpofe. If their bodies are thus devoured by any number 
exceeding fix, they think honourably of the ftate of the deceafed; other- 
wife he is a difgrace to his relations. I could not learn that they have 
any perfuafion of the: immortality of the foul; for the honour deriv- 
ed from the numbers of dogs which devour the body, rather feems 
to regard the reputation of the dead amongft the living, than any opinion 
eoncerning the happy or miferable ftate of the foul of the deceafed. 


They worfhip images, which generally confift of a {mall bit of wood 
about a palm in length; the upper part of it being rounded, is adorn- 
ed with fome rude marks to refemble human features; the frgure being 
thus prepared is dreffed up with a few rags. It is horrid to the ima- 
gination, that any creature bearing the form of human nature, fhould be 
funk into fuch blindnefs, as to pay divine honours to fo bafe a repre- 
{entation ; though the difference of this and any other image-worfhip does 
not feem to be very great: their fupreme deity is the DELLI LAMA. In 
fine weather and profperous feafons, they carefs thefe ragged deities, but 
treat them very ill when the contrary happens‘: and here it ought to be 
remarked, that the eye obferves the externals of a religion, but to arrive 
at men’s hearts is no vulgar tafk, efpecially where the ignorance of bar- 
barous languages obftructs all familiar correfpondency. The many vio- 
lences committed by thefe barbarians, at length induced the RussiAN go- 
vernment to compel them to take up their habitations on the banks of 


4 I have been well infcrme!, that the Pog& TUGUEsE feamen often give St. ANTHONY the lafh, 
when the winds are crofs to them. 
the 
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the vorGa, below asTRACHAN, where they have a lefs field for rob- 
bery and murder, though here alfo they tranfgrefs, as I fhall have occa- 
fion to relate. 


Having letters of recommendation to KArzorr, the commandant of 
ZARITZEN, I was kindly received; but upon fuch occafions it is neceffary 
to prefent fome FRENCH brandy, fugar, or the like, as an earneft for 
protection. Colonel BEAUSOBRE, and another FRENCHMAN, who was an 
officer in the RussrAN fervice, made acquaintance with me, and were 
extremely polite and obliging. News was juft then arrived, that the 
infpector of the cuftoms, attended by four foldiers, in coming from As- 
TRACHAN, had been murdered by the kHALMuUcKs: thefe FRENCH offi- 
cers however affured me I might go down the vorcaA without danger, 
becaufe the TARTARs of every denomination were kept in fubjection to 
the RUSSIAN government; and that the murder of the infpector and his 
men, was a confequence of their rafhnefs in attempting to fteal fome 
of the KHALMUckKs children. I told them, that I was the more amaz- 
ed at fuch an enterprize, as children two or three years old, had been 
offered me by the KHALMuckKs for two rubles a head. 





The colonel hearing that I was going to PERSIA, fpoke much of 
NADIR SHAH, who had given great alarms on that fide, when he was 
laít winter in the neighbourhood of DERBEND; infomuch that a body of 
18,000 RUssIANS had been ordered to AsTRACHAN and KIZLAR. He 
obferved further, that the cold was then fo intenfe, that on fome days 
80 men died, many for want of brandy, and many for drinking too much, 
but the greater part by the unavoidable confequences of a laborious march 
in fo rigid a feafon. 


I now employed myfelf in procuring a proper vefiel to convey my 
caravan to ASTRACHAN, and had the good fortune to find one which 
was juft arrived with 400 bags of flower. The beft proof that fhe 
could bear a burthen, was that of feeing her loaded. This however 
gave me no great fatisfaction, for I was extremely fhocked to fee on what 

flight 
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flight embarcations my friends were obliged to truft their valuable effects, 
in the navigation of a river full of fhelves and trees, which accidentally 
falling into the watcr, fink, and become as dangerous as rocks, an experi- 
ence which we had that very fummer made by a rich cargo of filk that 
was much damaged, and in imminent danger of being intirely loft. The 
reader will imagine that 40 rubles" cannot purchafe a good veffel; how- 
ever this price procured the beft I could find. Their decks are only loofe 
pieces of the bark of trees; they have no knees, and but few beams: 
hardly any pitch or tar is ufed; in place of it are long flips of bark, 
which they nail over the gaping feams, to prevent the loofe and bad 
,corking from falling out. Inftead of iron bolts, they have fpikes of 
deal with round heads. ‘The method of keeping them clear of water, is 
by a large {coop which is fufpended by the beam over the well- way, and 
through a fcuttle at-a‘proper height they fcoop out the water with great 
facility. Notwithftanding thefe veflels appeared as fo many wrecks, the 
trade carried on by means of them is very confiderable, The ARMENIANS 
fometimes load goods on large barks of 2 or 300 tons, at the rate of 50 
copeeks per bale. 


After giving the neceffary inftru&ions with regard to the convoy of my 
caravan, we prepared for our own voyage down the voLGA ; for this pur- 
pofe we bought two boats, to be navigated each by five sourLacks‘ and 
my own attendants, with an addition of fix foldiers as a convoy. Tho’ 
I had received fuch affurances of fafety, prudence fuggefted to me that we 
could not gain, but might lofe confiderably by too much confidence; and 
experience confirmed this to me. 


It was here I had firft an opportunity of hearing the hiftory of the 
VOLGA and CASPIAN pirates, particularly of thofe who commit murders 
and robberies on this great river. According to the fundamental law of 
the government in Russ1A, the people are in a ftate of vaffalage, and one 
man can call another his property by virtue of his purchafe, or by aright 


t Eight pounds. Watermen fo called. 
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of inheritance. According to this law, no vAssAr can leave the lands 
of his lord without permiffion given, and fignified by a paffport, the term 
of which feldom extends above a year or two. When the time is expir- 
ed, the vaílal muft return home, no matter how far off, or how great 
his poverty, to renew his paffport and receive his lord’s commands, un- 
lefs by any particular indulgence, he can obtain a renewal of it by 
writing to his friends. ‘Thefe paílports are generally regiftered in the 
towns or villages where the vaffal refides, and great care is taken by 
the PoricE to fee this executed: by this means, and likewife by mak- 
ing it neceffary to take paffports before they quit the place, the Poricre 
knows the condition and number of the inhabitants. A regifter ts madealfo 
of foreigners refiding in every place in the empire, who are obliged to 
make a report of themfelves and their domeítics. Hence it comes that there 
is no country in the world of fuch vaft extent, where thieves and mur- 
derers can be more eafily difcoyered, and where they are more fre- 


quently apprehended. 


Among vaft numbers of common people, it is not to be imagined, 
but by accident or wilful neglect, fome of them will violate the law with 
regard to their paffports; and being thus rendered obnoxious to punifh- 
ment, the worft of them grow defperate; and though the numbers of 
fuch perfons was much greater in lefs civilized times than the prefent, 
yet many to this day turn robbers by land and water, chufing the great 
rivers near vaít tracts of uninhabited countries, where upon occafion 
they can the more eafily efcape. The feverities of the mafters of fifheries 
near the mouths of the YAEIK and voLGA, alfo tempt their vaffals to 
turn pirates; whenever they are warmly purfued, or diítreffed for a fupport, 
they run their veffels afhore, turn mahommedans, and put themfélves under 
the protection of the PERsrANs. Thefe robbers often go in gangs of 30, 40, 
and fometimes 80 perfons, in row-boats which carry from 20 to 30 hands: 
they equip themfelves with fire-arms, and their general practice is to 
board immediately ; but where a fierce refiftance is apprehended, they 


feldom attack. 
The 





Chap. XVI. PASSAGE DOWN THE VOLGA. 105 


The ARMENIAN merchants formerly fent their goods from arcHan- 
GEL to SARATOFF, and when the fcene of trade was changed from 
ARCHANGEL tó St. PETERsBURG, they went from thence either to 
TWERE Or SARATÓFF, according to the íeafon of the year, and there 
embarked on the vorca, this being a more eafy and cheap conveyance; 
but the frequency of robberies at length determined them to convey their 
caravans to ZARITZEN, as making fo much the fhorter tract down the vor- 
GA. Few of the russian merchants tranfport any cargo of value down 
this river without a convoy. ‘Thefe robbers appear moftly in the fpring, 
when the banks of the vorGa being overflowed, they have a greater 
field, and can the more eafily efcape a purfuit. ‘The foldiers who are 
occafionally fent after them, are ordered to take them alive, from an ap- 
prehenfion that a latitude to kill might fubje&t the innocent to great in- 
conveniencies, through a miftake which a ftrong temptation to plunder 
would fometimes create in a foldier’s breaft. 


The ARMENIANS are generally intrepid, and fight bravely in defence 
of their property; but the BouRLAcKs who navigate the vorca are fo 
extremely intimidated by thefe robbers, that as foon as they appear, they 
generally behave like men ftruck with a panic, and even afcribe to them an 
irrefiftible power, derived from an infernal fpirit. Formerly their cuftom 
in thefe cafes was to fall on their faces, as foon as required by the rob- 
bers, and fuffer them to plunder at pleafure, not daring to look up, left 
it fhould coft them their lives. "The mafter of the veffel, or the mer- 
chant, being thus at their mercy, is happy if he efcapes with his life; for 
thefe robbers have feldom any fentiments of humanity to a man of a fu- 
perior rank; but if he attempts to defend himfelf in hopes of bringing 
his people to the charge, he may be fure, if conquered, of being barba- 
roufly murdered. The fame conduct which thefe pirates obferve on the 
voLGA, they have been accuftomed to alfo on the caspian fea, but much 
lefs of late years than formerly. 


As their cruelties are very great, fo is the punifhment inflicted on them 
when they are taken. A float is built, in fize according to the number 
Vor. I. O of 
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of the delinquents, and a gallows ere&ed on it, to contain a íuffici- 
ent number of iron hooks, on which they are hung alive by the 
ribs. The float is launched ingo the ftream, with labels over their 
heads fignifying their crimes; and orders are given to all towns and vil- 
lages on the borders of the river, upon pain of death, not only to afford 
no relief to any of thefe wretches, but to pufh off the float, thould it 
land near them. Sometimes their partners in wickednefs meet them, . and, 
if there are any figns of life, take them down, otherwife they fhoot them 
dead; but if they are catched in thee acts of illegal mercy, they arc hung 
up without the ceremony of a trial, as happened about eight years ago. 
'They tell of one of thefe mifcreants, who had the fortune to' difengage 
himfelf from the hook, and though naked, and trembling with pain and 
lofs of blood, be got afhore. The firft obje& he faw who could afford 
him any relief, was a poor fhepherd, whofe brains he beat out with a 
ftone, and then took his cloaths. Thefe malefaCtors fometimies hang thus 
three, four, and fome five days alive. The pain generally produces a 
vavifig fever, in Which they utter the moft horrid imprecations, and im- 
plore the relief of water, or other {mall liquors. 


























It is time now to refume my narrative. The 14th of October, I fent 
letters to my friends, by meffengers who are appointed to attend a box of 
grapes, which is fent from AsTRACHAN to the EMPRESS's court every 
three days during the feafon. It is carried by two horfes, fupported in 
the manner of a litter. The grapes are preferved in fand, but at beft are 
ill worth the expence of the conveyance for 1200 ENGLISH miles. 





Having given all neceffary orders for the ípeedy conveyance of my 
caravan, as foon as it fhould arrive at zARITZzEN, I took my leave of 
colonel BEAUSOBRE, and my other new acquaintance. The colonel told 
me, that I muft expect to find pers1A more than half ruined by civil 
war, and that he’ was glad NAp1R was at fuch a diftance from RUSSIA, as 
to create no alarm on this fide of the country. 


The 
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The wind being at north eaft, we put off the fhore;. the ftern part of 
my boat was covered wsth matts, fo that I could fleep in it protected from 
the weather, which now began to be very cold. I took a part of the fol- 
diers with me, that if by any accident our convoy fhould be feparated 
from us, we might have fome afliftance. I was furprized to fee the 
banks of the river marked near 20 feet above the water, but the boat- 
men affured me, that the water rofe in the fpring to that height, The 
wind blowing hard, we were obliged to bring to, running behind a lit- 
tle ifland, of which the river in many places forms a great variety. 


The rcth, I faw feveral large water birds, much bigger than fwans, 
which they refemble in their feet and beaks; the RussrANs call them 
DIKA BABA‘, They havea very large craw, where they receive a great 
quantity of food, even a whole fifh of a confiderable fize. They fly, 
as I faw afterward on the cAsPIAN, very near to each other, in the 
form of a femicircle, not far above the water; and having driven the fith 
together in a body intothe fhaNows, they dart down upon them: this is 
their only food. ‘The fat of this bird is ufed by the RussIANs as a cure 
for aches and bruifes. : 





In the fpring, the. high waters of the voLGa not only undermine its 
banks, but fweep away large trees, fo that fome creeks of the river had 
hardly any paflage left. When they are open, it is more agreeable to 
país through the fmall branches, than the great channel. As we had hi- 
therto a contrary wind, by the 16th we advanced no farther than 5o 
weríts. We were now near NASOROWSKY, an ifland formed by this river. 
Not far from hence are to be feen the ruins of a large antient city. Our 
foldiers were fed luxurioufly at the fifheries, for nothing more than 
thanks. 











The weather was calm, and the current moderate; in many pla- 
ces are high banks, in others it is a flat fhore, the breadth varying from 


t Signifies wild old woman. 
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a mile to a quarter. Here they have a quantity of wild afparagus, and 
many eagles. 


'The 17th. Finding our convoy did not keep up with us, we ftopped 
at CHERNOYARE. This is the firft town from zARITZzEN, at the diftance 
of 200 weríts, generally called midway to ASTRACHAN. It is defended 
by a ditch, with fome cannon and chevaux de frize. They trade with 
the KHALMUCKS, KOOBANS, and other TARTARS, in a quarter diítin& 
from the town. It is remarkable that this, as well as many other places 
on the voLGA, fuffered the fury of the flames about the fame time, 
during the lat war with the TuRKs: not that their enemies need employ 
any fecret incendiaries ; the common people do this bufinefs effectually 
by their carele(ínefs. About 1630, a rich caravan was fet upon in the river 
at this place, by a body of 700 cossAcKs, who plundered and put all 
to the fword, the convoy having inadvertently gone fo far down the 
ftream as not to be able to return in time to fave the caravan. From 
hence I learnt the great neceífity of carrying part of my foldiers in the 
fame boat with me, tho' I apprehended no fuch formidable enemy. 


The 18th, though we were obliged to lay by in the night, we advanced go 
werfts: but it was not without danger of being drowned; for our boat had 
no keel, nor any running tackle, and our watermen were extremely unfkil- 
ful, fo that not being able to let the fail fly, it was a fingular providence 
that a guft of wind had not fet us fwimming. As we proceeded further, 
feveral wrecks appeared on the banks of the river. Great flights of geefe 
and fwans were now on the wing, retiring from the approaching feverities 
of this climate, to the warmer regions of PERSIA. It is faid, that thefe 
birds lay their eggs in the fand on the banks of the voLGA, and are 
hatched by the heat of the fun, which however I do not affert as a fact. 


The 19th, we advanced near go werfts, where we found a houfe 
made under-ground; the walls were of wicker work, and the light came 
in from the top. Here was provided a bagnio for wafhing, which 
the RussiANs ufe almoft as much as the MAHoMMEDANs. We found 


the 
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the place inhabited by fome NaGay and CIRCASSIAN TARTARS, who 
ply on the river with open poft boats, of which there are a few regular 
ftages for the convenience of the government. Here were alfo fome fet- 
tlements of the k itAL MUCKs. 


From ZARITZEN to ASTRACHAN very little wood appears on the banks 
of the voLea. In fome parts of the weftern fide, the country is hilly, 
but the foil in feveral places is rich. It is faid that many FRENCH refugees 
who were obliged to abandon their country in the time of LEwis XIV. 
made an offer to PETER the GREAT, to fettle in this tract of land; 
but as they required a feparate government, and privileges not confiftent 
with the arbitrary power by which the the RussrAN empire is governed, 
he declined the offer, efteeming it very abfurd in politics for a free ftate 
to be planted within an arbitrary monarchy, efpecially fo near a vaft tract 
of land, inhabited by a multitude of roving people, who, if conducted 
with art and defign, might become very formidable ". 


C H A P. XVII. 


Captain THOMAS WOODROOFE’s journal from mosco to CASAN. He builds 
a foip at CASAN for the navigation of the CASPIAN; winters there, and 
fails 1000 ENGLISH miles down tbe VOLGA to ASTRACHAN. 


S we are now arrived at ASTRACHAN by the common way, the 
reader perhaps will find fome entertainment in being conducted 
hither by another rout lefs frequented, of which the following extract 
of captain WOODROOFE’s journal will give fome idea. 





ec  OVEMBER the 2oth, 1740, we fet out from Mosco for CA- 
s SAN, with nine horfes and fix fervants, by an unfrequented road 





a This cafe was reverfed in the highlands of scortanp, where before the yeas 1748, was an ar- 
bitrary government within a limited monarchy ; an abfurdity no lefs ftriking. 


crofs 
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crofs the country. The 24th, we arrived at veENDENSCO, which was 
immediately abandoned by the male inhabitants, from an apprehenfion 
that we were military officers. We were thus left to the kindnefs 
of the women, who entertained us with bread, butter, fowls, &c. and 
our horfes with hay and corn, at the expence of 20 copeeks", fo 
extremely cheap were provifions. The next morning we fet forward 
towards covERRo, another village on the banks of the cREEvov, a 
{mall river that runs into the voLGa: here we found feveral large vef- 
fels, and an appearance of trade. 


* Nov.the 29th. The fnow being melted, and the country intirely 
a fwamp, we were obliged to wait for frofty weather. In the interim 
a lieutenant, his wife and two daughters, with five foldiers, were 
brought to this place in a very deplorable condition, having been 
ftript, plundered, and barbaroufly beaten by a gang of robbers. This 
country abounds with partridges and white hares ; they have alfo a fowl 
they calla TATARIN, much refembling a pheaíant ; it is larger, but not 
fo beautiful, nor of fo fine a flavour. In the neighbouring woods are 
many bears and wolves of a great fize, but not fierce, having wild hogs 
and other animals in great abundance for their prey. 


* Dec.the gth. The roads being now tolerably good, we proceeded 
on our journey. The natives have cattle in abundance, and plenty of 
butter, which they make by melting down the cream; as to cheefe, it 
is not known to them. ‘The 15th, we pafled the river occa, but the 


ice being very rotten, two of our horfes with a load of canvas fell 
through it. The 24th, we arrived among the CHUWASHIN tartars, the 


pooreft and moft wretched of all mortals ; they are defcended from 
the KooBANs and fubje& to Russia, but now driven to the eaft- 
ward. KoosBan, inthe RussrAN language fignifiesa wild hog; which 
name was given to thefe Tartars on account of their fierce and favage 
nature, having coft ivan WASSILOWITz more trouble to fubdue them, 


v Ten-pence. 
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than either the cRIM or NAGAY Tartars: they are loaden with a heavy 
poll-tax both for thémfelves and cattle. We could not difcover what 
notions the cHuvAsHuiNs have of religion, but obferved when they drefs 
victuals, they ftitk part of it over their doors and windows; and when 
they kill an animal, which their poverty but feldom permits, thei 
prieft takes out the fat, and after eating fome of it and greafing him- 
felf, he fmears over their place of worfhip, and the drofs or refufe he 
burns: They generally fubfift on dead animals, which they devour 
greedily, The neighbouring TARTARS eat horfe-fleíh, and drefs it 
like that of any other animal. 





* Dec. the 27th. We arrived at casan, having been 58 days in travel- 
ling 1300 weríts*, occafioned by the badnefs of the roads. Captain. 
ELTON was already arrived at this place. Here is a confiderable admi- 
ralty-yard : they had then on the ftocks five fly-boats of about 256 
tons, five {macks of 180 tons, and five {mall damícoots* of about 25 
tons, which were to be launched the enfuing fpring, and might be 
ready in cafe of any neceffity* to employ them on the caspran. The 
mafter-builder having already received orders to build a fhip for the 
ENGLISH merchants, had therefore difpatched people into the woods 
to cut timber. 


** CASAN Is a city of great importance, both from its fituation and pro- 
ductions. It had formerly a confiderable trade to KHIEVA, BOKHARA, 
and other places in TARTARY, which is now loft; but the commerce 
with PERSIA is yet continued. This place has feveral manufactures of 
red RussiA leather, and fends large quantities of this commodi- 
ty annually to St. PETERSBURG. The country abounds in oaks, the 
bark of which they make into a kind of tar for curing hides, and they 
are very itrict in preventing its being carried away. As they have 
plenty of cattle, they have confequently a confiderable quantity of 


x 866 miles. Y Vefiels fo called. z NADIR SHAH at this time was apprehended as an enemy. 


« tallow. 
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tallow. The timber ufed for the RusstaN navy is cut down in the 
neighbourhood of this city; it is of an excellent quality, but they do 
not diftinguifh fufficiently the trees which are on the decay: they alfo 
cut the timber at the leaf as well as at the fall, and often fuffer it to 
lay too long on the ground. ‘They are generally two fummers in con- 
veying it to St. PETERSBURG, which is done in low flat bottomed vef- 
fels, taking the advantage of the rifing of the river to go up to 
TWERE, and from thence into the canal by the rApoGA lake. From 
TURKEY they bring wine and fruits to CASAN; and Mosco fupplies it 
with groceries and EUROPEAN commodities. Here are to be had the 
furs of SIBERIA and TARTARY, as alfo all kinds of iron work. 


** The caravans which annually arrive here from cHINA, occafion 
a great plenty of tea. This is the greateft magazine in Russ1A, except 
Mosco and St. PETERSBURG for all kinds of merchandize. It is 
advantageoufly fituated for the commerce of the fouth caít parts, even 
to CHINA; the province itfelf reaching quite to SIBERIA. The TAR- 
TARS who live in great numbers in this neighbourhood, are clean and 
neat in their perfons. Here are markets for horfes, fheep, and all other 
kinds of cattle: provifions in general are very cheap, and great quan- 
tities are fent down to AsTRACHAN, and to all the towns and fettle- 
ments on the vorca. Casan is the metropolis of a kingdom, and for- 
merly was the feat of government. It was taken by Ivan wassi- 
LOWITZ in 1552, from the TrARTARs, with whom the RussiANs 
maintained a bloody war for fome years. 





* January the 15th, 1741. As a compliment to Mr. ELT oN we laid the 
fhip's keel, which was 65 feet in length, and fixed the ftem and ftern 
pofts; after which he fet out for St. PETERsBURG, to receive a confi- 
derable cargo of goods expected there by the firít {pring fhips, and 
intended for the PERSIAN markets. He left the fole care of building 
the íhip to me, but I had neither a boat-builder, rigger, or fail-maker. 


cc May 
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« May the 3oth, the fhip was launched, though her upper-works were 
yet unfinifhed; for the waters fell away fo faft that we were afraid of 
being aground, which was the reafon of our tranfporting her three 
miles into the gfeat vorca down the {mall river, upon which the ad- 
miralty yard ftands. July the roth, we ftept our mafts and bow- 
fprit, and fet the rigging over head. During our abode in this place, 
fix pirates were apprehended for robbing feveral RussrAN merchants 
on the vorGA; and after they had been hung up by the ribs on a 
gallows erected on a floating ftage, they were turned a drift as a fpec- 
tacle of horror to deter others from the fame evil pra&ice. 


« October the 2oth, Captain ELTON arrived in a bark with a confider- 
able cargo of BRITISH goods from St. PETERSBURG defigned for GHI- 
LAN: but the feafon was fo far advanced, that it would have been 
very dangerous to have proceeded on our voyage; fo that the 27th we 
got the fhip and bark into their birth ten werfts below cAsAN, where 
we: intended to winter; and the river was frozen up that night, In 
the interim captain GILBERT BLAIRE arrived at CASAN, intending to 
build another ENGLIsH fhip for the casp1an trade. 


* November the roth, the ice broke up, and drove down the river 
with great violence, in fome places at leaft 10 or 15 feet above the 
furface of the water. On the 15th it fet faft again, and fledges pafled 
over as ufual. In this melancholy fituation we waited the return of 
the fpring: in the mean time we removed the cargo from the bark 
into the fhip; and to prevent any furprize we kept a conftant watch of 


two men on deck, myfelf and another perfon continuing in the cabbin, 
while the reft of the crew were on íhore. 


* April the 16th, 1742. We had weathered out the inclement feafon 
with as good fpirits as could be expected in fo bad a neignbourhood, 
where there was lefs to fear from the elements and wild beaíls than 
from thieves and murderers: however, under the protection of heaven, 
we received no injury during five months confinement. There began 
Vor. I. P «€ to 
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to be a flood in the vorca; when the water rifing by the melting of 
the fnow, fevered the ice from the banks, and breaking it to pieces, 
drove it along with the current. Winter leaving us, we began to rig 
and prepare for fea. On the 25th, the river was freë of all obítruction, 
when we received the news that her imperial majefty ELIZABETH PE- 
TROWNA was to be crowned that day at Mosco; on which occafion 
we fired our guns, and giving liquor to the fhip's company to drink the 
health of the emprefs, we named the fhip, ELIZABETH. 





* Advice was now brought us that four large pirate boats knowing 
we had a valuable cargo, intended to attack us in going down the 
river. 'The fhip was well provided with arms and ammunition, hav- 
ing fix carriage guns of three pounders, with clofe quarters and eight 
oars to command her in the ftream. We had alfo.a launch of ten tuns 
with fixteen oars; a long-boat of five tuns, and a yaul; each with fix 
oars. The RussiANs exprefled great admiration at our going down 
under full fail, being a practice unufual: they reprefented the danger of 
running aground, but their apprehenfions did not intimidate us. 


* Nothing happened to difturb our voyage till the 29th, when, a lit- 
tle before fun-fet, three large boats, each of fixteen oars and full of 
men, came out of the reeds 30 weríts below sIMBERSKIE. We im- 
mediately cleared for a defence, and as foon as they were within call, 
bid them keep at a diftance; at the fame time we difcharged fome muf- 
kets wide of them. Finding them flight thefe menaces, we fired one 
of our guns loaded with partridge-fhot into the headmoft, and faw 
five or fix men fall from their oars, who, as. we afterwards learnt, 
dicd of their wounds. The reft not liking fuch a falutation, retired 
with great precipitation into a fmall creek in the reeds. 


« May the 2 d, we proceeded without further moleftation, and ar- 
rived at ASTRACHAN, where we anchored oppofite to the governor's 
houfe, after a voyage of 1445 werfts* from CASAN to this place, which 


' g63 miles. 
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we performed in 28 days. On the 28th, the governor, vice-governor, 
and commander of the garrifon, came on board and congratulated Mr. 
ELTON on his fafe arrival, alluring bim that he had the honour of 
being the firft* who had fpread ENGuIsH colours in that part of the 
world, and that this was the firít fhip that had ever failed on the 
voLGA perfectly equipped. After paying thefe compliments, they 
drank fuccefs to the BRITISH PERSIAN trade ; and thanks were return- 
ed from the mouths of our cannon. ‘The merchants employed them- 
{elves in viewing and meafuring our fhip, which they acknowledged to 
be the firft complete one they had ever feen in that part of the world. 
The RussrAN government build hulls after the purcu manner fit for 


{hoal water; but the work is fo ill put together, that they do not laft 


* long. 


« PETER the GREAT had a confiderable fleet of veffels on the cas- 
PIAN, which are long fince perifhed, The largeft they had then, was 
of about 180 tuns, of acircular form, which when loaded, they were 
obliged to frap with haufers, to prevent her falling to pieces. This, 
with feveral others, was built in the admiralty yard at casan. "The 
merchants now float down timber to AsTRACHAN, where for want of 
a proper yard and mechanics, they build in the old RussrAN form, 
long flat bottomed veffels with fquare fails, and the top fails to hawl 
down upon the deck: with fuch fhips, by the help of good ground- 
tackle, they navigate the cAsPrAN. "Their cordage is exceeding ftrong, 
as are likewife their anchors made in the antient form, notwith- 
ftanding they are very ill fhaped. On the contrary, the modern ones 
made by the famous DEMEDOFFS in SIBERIA, the patentees of the iron- 
works, tho’ better proportioned are not fo ftrong. Their canvas is 
chiefly made at yARISLAW and Mosco, and is generally very good, 


* The RussrAN merchants and pilots were ready to give Mr. ELTON the 
beft information they could in regard to the navigation of the CASPIAN; 


b ENcLIsH colours had been hoifted before, as I have related in the firk chapter. 
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** but as their fkill extended little further than coafting, and a fuperficial 
* knowledge of the foundings along fhore, he cóuld reap but little ad- 
* vantage from their experience. They rather difcouraged us by their 
** apprehenfions of rocks and fhoals, which they prétend are very thick 
* in different parts of this fea, but chiefly between APSHERON and BALK- 
* HAN. It might indeed be faid that we were venturing into a fea very 
little known, where commerce had never made any confiderable pro- 
grefs; the natives of thofe inhofpitable fhores, except the RUSSIANS, 
having hardly employed their imperfect navigation to any other pur- 
pofe than to furprize and plunder their unguarded neighbours. ‘Thus 
* it was with the TARTARs and PERSIANS, till the Russ1AN arms brought 
* the one into fubjection, and awing the other, gained an entire jurií- 
* diction over this great mediterranean lake." 


The RussriANs had at this time put a ftop to the navigation of the 
KHALMUCK TARTARS, by depriving them of all their large boats: and 
the TURKUMANS being out of the ordinary track to GHILAN, our naviga- 
tion had nothing to fear. Wooproore’s {hip being laden, drew 8 2 feet wa- 
ter. All things being prepared for the voyage, they weighed for GHILAN, 
and getting down to CHETIRIE BOGORIE, cleared at the guardíhip, and 
difcharged their Pilot. They had a RussiAN chart, made in the reign of 
PETER the GREAT, but for greater fecurity, they kept a watch day and 
night at the maft-head, and hove the deep-fet lead every half hour in the 
day, and quarter in the night. The long-boat and yawl were on the 
deck ; but the largeft boat was towed a-ftern, being raifed with wafh-boards 
for that purpofe." 
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XV III. 


The reception the author met with from the governor of ASTRACHAN. Some 


account of that gentleman, and his intended biffory of Russia. Fre/h com- 
plaints of Mr. ELTON’s being engaged in the PERSIAN fervice. The author 
prefents a petition to the impertal chancery at ASTRACHAN. 


HUS far we have accompanied capt. wooDROOFE in his account ; 

it is now time to return to my own ftory. I was kindly received in 
ASTRACHAN by Mr. GEORGE THOMPSON, agent to the BRITISH mer- 
chants trading to PzRsIA; and alfo by the governor, general WAssILIE 
NIKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, to whom I carried. a valuable prefent on ac-- 
count of the merchants. I had much difcourfe with him, and he gave me 
many affurances that nothing on his part fhould be wanting to promote: 
the intereft of the merchants trading to: PERSIA: he propofed to me 
fome fchemes in which he had regard to the intereft both of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN and RussiA. This old Man had been a page to PETER the GREAT, 
and having long commanded in thofe parts, was greatly inftrumental in 
reducing the TARTARS: but his genius turncd moft to literature and 
commerce; nor was he at all deficient in thc arts of gain: on this laft 
account he was already in fome difgrace ; however he had one good 
maxim, which, as he obferved to me, was to give, as weil as taxe. He 
told me had bought for 50oo rubles, a diamond worth 12000, and had 
fent it to the greateft lady in the empire: he mentioned likewife that he 
had been about four and twenty years writing the hiftory of RusstA. Up- 
on his recall from AsTRACHAN two years afterwards, he fent me part 
of that hiftory in manuicript, requcfting me to procure a tranflation ; 
but this by no means fuited my convenience. The letter he wrote to 
my partner and me on this occafion, runs as follows: 


** GEN- 
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‘© GENTLEMEN, 





INCE I left AsTRACHAN, I have had no opportunity of writing to 
you, altho’ I retain a conftant remembrance pf the affection and 
regard which you have always fhewn me. 





«e You know I have been engaged for near thirty years in writing 


a hiftory of Russia, which I am now about finifhing, and hope it 
will foon appear in print to the fatisfaction of the learned world. This 
hiftory is the more to be efteemed by the curious part of mankind, 
as-none of the antient GREEK and ROMAN hiftorians, nor any geo- 
graphical accounts of this empire, have gone fo far as to inform us 
of the original dialect, &c. of the principal nations, viz. the scrA- 
VONIANS, SCYTHIANS, and sARMATIANS; nor of the AMAZONS, 
VANDALS, GOTHS, and CIMMERIANS, who defcended from them. 
neither have we any perfect account remaining of the HUNNs and 
AVARI. The great diftance of places, and ignorance of the lan- 
guages, have made it difficult to obtain a right information of them ; 
add to.this, the GREEks had fo great a tafte for fables, rather than 
for a diligent fearch after truth, that they have rendered facts very 
obícure, of which the foolifh tale of the Amazons is a proof. Of 
all thefe nations I have endeavoured as much as poflible to give a 
clear and particular account, which compofes the firft part of my hif- 
tory of RUSSIA. 





« The fecond, begins with RURIC, prince of the riNs, who invaded 
this country, and founded the RussIAN empire, which continued from 
the year 860 to the incurfions of the TARTARs in 1238. This part 
contains many things relating to the hiftories of other countries; as 


. affinities by marriage, alliances, wars and treaties between the Rus- 


sIAN monarchs and other nations, particularly the NORWEGIANS, 
SWEDES, HUNGARIANS, and both the weftern and eaftern monarchies ; 
which in the hiftories of thofe countries are either entirely loft or 

| * tranf- 
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* tranfmitted down in a very dark manner : I take no notice of natural 
* hiftory. Thefe two parts are entirely finifhed. 


* Induced by the, particular affection I have for the ENGLISH nation, 
* and my veneration for your royal fociety, on account of the great ad- 
* vantages the world receives from their feveral learned works, and their 
* encouragement of ufeful knowledge, I have thought proper, as a mark 
* of refpect, to dedicate my hiftory to them: but I am ata lofs for want 
* of tranflators, and dare not venture to fend it to ENGLAND in the ori- 
« ginal, left the miftaking of facts, through want of a perfect know- 
* ledge of the Russ1AN language, fhould render the tranflation defective. 
* [ have therefore thought it the beft way, that you would pleafe to re- 
* commend me two good tranflators in the GERMAN ; for as I underftand 
* that language, I can myfelf correct any miftake that fhall happen: 
* and when this is done, it will not be a difficult matter to have it traní- 
“ lated into other languages. 

* [ am, &c. 


The governor made no fecret of his work, and having brought it down 
no lower than PETER the GREAT, he could hardly have given offence; 
however the envy of his parts among the literati, the refentments of the 
pious for his infidelity, which I fear was great, and the clamours of the 
merchants for his rapacioufnefs, occafioned his being two years afterwards 
fent into civil banifhment to his own eftate near Mosco, where he ended 
his life. His works feem to have died with him, at leaft they have not found 
a favourable reception at the academy of St. PETERSBURG. It is however 
probable, that the great pains he took in collecting feveral choice mate- 
rials, may be a means of fome other perfon’s building a reputation upon 
his labours. This old man was remarkable for his focratica] look, his 
emaciated body, whichzhe preferved many years by great temperance, and 
for keeping his mind continually employed. When he was not writing, 
reading, or difcourfing about bufinefs, he played at dice one hand a- 
gainft the other. 





He 
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He complained to me, that he feared our principal factor ELTON was. 
really engaged in the fervice of. NApIR sHAH, which might have very 
pernicious confequences, by drawing on us the refentment of his court; 
and he recommended to me, if it was not too late, fo perfuade him from 
fo rafh an enterprize. He then*fpoke of the ARMENIAN traders, who 
were our great opponents, obferving, “that they are the moft crafty 
** people in all Asra, and delight in fraud. Let them, continued he, 
* get 50 per cent. in a fair way, they are not contented without cheating 
* five, and the five is fweeter to them than the 50.” ‘Though this is in 
fome meafure true, part of it might be carried to the account of the old 
man’s inability, crafty as he was, to get of them all he defired.- The 
GOUBERNIE 5, which is compofed of a deputy governor, a fecretary, and 
other officers, is a great check on the governor of this place; yet as fbips 
can neither léave the port, nor be permitted to PRATTIC but by his per- 
miffion, he has frequent opportunities of gain. 





Not long fince, the Russ1ANs made immenfe profits by felling provi- 
fions to the PERsIANS, when there was fo great a Euch that moft of 
the inhabitants of DERBEND perifhed for want; a KOULE ° of meal, which 
coft one ruble, being fold for twenty. NADIR sHAH upon this, gave 
notice to the merchants, that he fhould,want a larger quantity, giving 
them tacitly to expect that he would not alter the price: they accordingly 
brought it, but he difappointed their expectations, by fixing a more mo- 
derate price, yet fuch as was very profitable to them. This is a prohibit- 
ed trade, but fo advantageous that it feems to he the intereft of the govern- 
ment to connive atit. Upon the occafion of their being alarmed with 
NADIR SHAH’s approaches, the — rchants, as well as the governor, were 
called to an account, and probably obliged to afe their peace with 
part of their gain. 


I was feveral times with the governor, whofe difcourfe ran continu- 
ally an ELTON; the fum of it was, * that NADIR SHAH having conceived 


€ The government's chancery. 4 A large bag fo called. 
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* an high opinion of this gentlemam’s capacity, had made him prefents, 
and either engaged htm for a falary to build fhips for him, or re- 
quired his aífiftance to fuperintend f ch an undértaking: that ELTON 
** had already met with great difficulties, the timber being knotty, and 
* the roads to the fhip yard hardly paffable. He obferved moreover that 
* the PeRsrANS were extremely ignorant of maritime affairs, and averfe 
* to any employment of that nature, fo that it would require much 
* time to bring them to maturity; but as fuch enterprizes were no way 
* relative to affairs of commerce, they could not but alarm the russr- 
* AN court.” 











I replied to this effect, ** Iam not infenfible that fuch a defign muft be 
offenfive to Russia, but I am a ftranger to the nature of er ToN's en- 
* gagements. If NADIR SHAH is determined to have fhips, it cannot 
depend upon ELTON or any fingle man. I know russia muft natu- 
* rally be jealous of the PERsIANs, as the swEprs about fifty years ago 
« were of the RussiANs, who, notwithftanding, are now become fo 
« formidable in the BALTIC: but there is this effential difference ; whilft 
NADIR builds one fhip on the coaft of the cAsPIAN, RUSSIA can build 
ten of the fame {fize on the vorca, and probably the ten will coft 
* no more than his one." Indeed I had no opinion that the dffair would 
ever arrive to fuch a degree’ of perfection, as to affect fo formidable a 
power as RUSSIA; however I confefs there was caufe of jealoufy. Thefe 
were my real fentiments, and I was moreover obliged to talk in this ftile, 
for fear of giving offence; for Mr. ELTON had brought us into fuch cir- 
cumftances, that it was hardly poffible to avoid offending the EMPRESS or 
the sHAH, if not both. I took occafiod alfo to remind the governor, that 
ARAPOFF the RUSSIAN conful and ELTON having been at variance, poffibly 
the affair might be mifrepreíented; but that in any cafe it ought not to 
affect me, who was now charged to take care of the commercial intereft, 
and of that only. Upon this he defired me to deliver a memorial to the 
fame effect, by way of petition to the chancery. | | 
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It was not difficult to forefee the confequences of acquiefcing to fuch 
an extraordinary demand; though of the two ewils I thought it the great- 
eft to refufe, as I muft have been an object of jealoufy, and perhaps actu- 
ally prevented from proceeding on my voyage: aecordingly I delivered 
the following petition into her imperial majefty's chancery. 


« The petition of JONAS HANWAY BRITISH merchant, 


* Sheweth, 


HAT whereas reports have been fpread, that one of the BRI- 
TISH fubjects refiding in REsHD, has been concerned in affairs 
* ungrateful to the court of RUSSIA; your petitioner is now going into 
* GHILAN to know the truth, and, if neceflary, to ufe his endeavours to 
* diffuade any fuch fubject there engaged in trade, from voluntarily 
‘© meddling with any other bufinefs; and to prevent as much as poflible 
the BRITISH fhips on the cAsPIAN from being employed in any man- 
ner not confiftent with the treaty of commerce °; fo that no juft caufe 
* may be given to create the leaft obítruction of the BRITISH trade thro’ 
* the empire of RUSSIA. 


ec 





LES 








* And as the feafon is very far advanced, your petitioner defires im- 
* mediate difpatch may be given to the BRITISH fhips as foon as they 
* fhall arrive, &c." 


C H A P. XIX. 


A defcription of ASTRACHAN, ahd of its fifberies and trade. An account 
ef the neighbouring TARTARS, and of tbe flights of locufls with which 
bat country is infelled. Captain WoODROOFE arrives from PERSIA. 








à S I was obliged to wait fome time for the arrival of captain woop- 
ROOFE, in whofe fhip I intended tẹ embark for persia, I had 





t, It muf be obferved however, that the treaty made no provifion for thofe fhips. 
ah 
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an opportunity of informing myfelf the more fully concerning AsTRA- 
CHAN and its neighbourhood. 


This city is the metropolis of a kiz.gdom of the fame name, fituated 
within the limits of asia in an iflend called porcor, in the latitude of 
47, 60 ENGLISH miles from the cAsPIAN fea; and derives its name from 
HADGEE TERKAN à TARTAR by whom it was founded. It was for 
many ages fubject to the TARTARs, from whom it was taken by IVAN 
WAS6ILOWITZ CZAR of Muscovy in 1554, taken by them again in 1668, 
and again retaken by the RussrANs: the czAR employed for this purpofe 
a great number of flat bottomed vefiels, on which he brought down his 
forces from CASAN. It contains about 70,000 inhabitants, among whom 
are many ARMENIANS and TARTARs of various denominations, with a 
few PERSIANS and INDIANS. The manners and cuftoms of all thefe dif- 
ferent people exhibit an epitome of AsrA. The city is about 2 : miles 
round, but including the fifburbs near five miles. It is furrounded by 
a brick wall in a ruinous condition, being about 200 years old. Here 
was a garrifon of fix regiments of the beft RusstAN troops: and in the 
adjacent plain they had erected a great number of {mall batteries, which 
were intended to fweep the country, and to prevent the approach of an 
enemy, NADIR SHAH having lately given fome alarm on this fide. 















"The houfes are of wood, and moft of them very mean ; the higher 
parts command a profpect of the vorcA, which fpreads itfelf here near 
three miles, giving pleafure and convenience to the inhabitants. In the 
fummer the people are generally fickly, which is owing to the marfhy 
lands near it. ‘The earth being impregnated with falt, which appears on 
the furface, is extremely fertile, bearing fruit in abundance, the immo- 
derate ufe of which creates many diftempers among the common people. 
Their water-melons * are in great efteem ; and in flavour, colour and taíte 
much the fame as in PORTUGAL. "Tis remarkable, that this fruit, tho’ 
extremely juicy, grows beft in fand. But befides the above reafon, the 














" Which the naussraws call AR 20051. 
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melting of the fnow which creates floods, and the rifing of the water 
alío in autumn, are obferved to affect the air and produce fickneffes. 





The government of asTRACHAW extends as far qs SARATOFF. T he 
city is furrounded by gardens and vineyards, which lie about two miles 
from it.  Theíe produce almoft every kind of garden-ftuff known 
in ENGLAND, except potatoes, collyflowers and artichoaks; and their or- 
chards furnifh them with plenty of apples, pears, cherries, &c. OLE- 
ARIUS commends the fruits of AsTRACHAN, but I met with none ex- 
traordinary, except the water-melons; though the court find the grapes 
delicious enough to bear the great expence of land carriage, as already 
mentioned. The wine of AsTRACHAN is alfo very indifferent. As their 
fummers are generally dry, they are obliged to water their gardens; this 
is done by large wheels, fome of which are moved by horfes, others by 
the wind. Thefe wheels are of a fufficient height to throw the water 
into the higheft part of the garden, from whence it runs in trenches to 
the root.of every tree and plant. The gardens and vineyards are gene- 
rally watered in this manner, from the middle of May to the middle 
of September. The chief game in the neighbouring country is hares and 
partridges ; and in fummer there is plenty of quails. Here are alío water 
and wild fowl of all forts in great abundance. 











About ten miles below AsTRACHAN is a fmall ifland called Bosma- 
Korr, remarkable for its large ftorehoufes of falt, which is made about 
twelve miles to the eaftward of it, and being brought thither in boats, is 
conveyed in large flat bottomed veffels up the vorcA. With this all the 
country is fupplied, as far as Mosco and TWERE. They dig annually 
fome millions of poods, the exclufive property of which is claimed ‘by 
the crown, and brings in a confiderable revenue? ; for the common food 
of the foldiery, and of the bulk of the people, is bread and falt. In 
this place alfo are large fifheries, to which the neighbourhood of the falt 





t In asTRACHAN they fell the falt at three copeeks a pood, but in russia at 15 to 18, viz. 
about a farthing a pound. The revenue of AsTRACHAN is reckoned 140 to 160,000 rubles, or 


33,5001. of which the greateft part arifes from falt and fih, 
works 
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works is of great advantage. Thefe extend even to the fea, reaching foutli 
eaítward as far as YAfIK, and alfo 100 miles above zARITZEN. From 
thefe fifheries all the country is fupplied as far as St. PETERSBURG: the 
veffels are loaded With falt fifth, and tent away in the fpring; but as frefh 
filh. keeps good fo long as it is frozen, the winter is no fooner fet in, 
than it is tranfported by land as far as Mosco and St. PETERSBURG. 
The principal forts are fturgeon, ftarlett, beluga *, and affotra ^. 








The firít.eítablifher of thefe fifheries was TIKON DEMEDOFF a car- 
rier, who fettled there about 50 years ago; his whole fortune then con- 
fifted in two horfes, but through his induftry and abilities he became the 
greateft merchant in that country. ‘The crown, which before his time 
was a ftranger to thofe advantages, has of late years, befides the falt, en- 
grofled (ome of the fifheries alío. 











Captain wooDROoFE, who was for fome time at ASTRACHAN, affur- 
ed me, that from the latter end of July to the beginning of October, 
the country about that city is frequently infefted with locufts, which fly. 

in fuch prodigious numbers as to darken the air, and appear at a 
diftance like a heavy cloud. The account which the inhabitants give of 
them is, that generally as the cold weather comes on, they are feen in 
their flight from the northward to the fouthward. Whenever they fall, 
they. eat up every thing that is green. In this feafon therefore all the gar- 
deners look out.for them, and upon their firft appearance endeavour to. 
keep them off, by making as much ímoak and as great noife as pof- 
fible; but in fpite of all their art, thefe deftructive infects, after flying 
as long as they are able, fometimes fall in their gardens, on the tops of 
houfes, and even into the fires. Their bodies, compared with the {mall- 
nefs of their wings, are very large. Their fize is generally from two to 
two and a half inches long, and about three quarters of an inch in dia- 
meter, and their fhape near the fame as the largeít fort of green grafs? 
hopper. Wooproore mentions in his journal, that once in particular, 











€ A large white fth. à It refembles fturgeon. 
ag: 
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as he was failing up the voLGA to AsTRACHAN, he obferved a prodigi- 
ous cloud of them coming from the weft north weft, which is acrofs the 
river. The wind at that time blew very frefh, and nearly from the fame 
point; when the locufts falling down, the water was covered with fuch 
prodigious fwarms of them, that ig fome places they greatly obftructed 
the motion of the boat for 10 or 12 fathoms together. He fays alfo that 
they live for fome time under water; for as they mounted on each other's 
backs, they formed a clufter near three feet diameter, which rolled along 
‘by the force of the wind and the rapidity of the current. In this man- 
ner they were driven afhore; their wings being dried, they got upon 
the pafture, and very few were drowned. ‘They lay fo thick upon the 
plain for near three days, to the extent of as many miles, that it was im- 
poffible to walk without treading on them. When they began to fly, 
‘they difappeared in lefs than half an hour, leaving the plain without a 
‘blade of grafs. 


The commerce of ASTRACHAN is very confiderable, though much 
diminifhed by the troubles in PERs1A, and the frequent revolts and in- 
folent behaviour of the TARTARs. Not long ago they traded to KHIEVA 
‘and BOKHARA, but at prefent their commerce is confined to the EM- 
PRESS's dominions and PERSIA. ‘The inhabitants had about 38 veffels, 
from 60 to 100 lafts! for the PERSIAN trade, of which fome belong to 
the government and mount a few ímall pieces of cannon. They are 
commanded by a midfhipman under a commodore who is generally 
only a lieutenant in rank, and thefe under the admiralty. This office 
is generally ftocked with all naval ftores, as well for the ufe of the vef- 
fels belonging to the EMPREss, as to fupply the merchants. 


















The trading fhips carry provifions to the frontier towns of TERKIE 
and KISLAR, fituated on the CASPIAN fea, and likewife merchandize to the 
Several parts of PERSIA, at certain ftated rates. They are alfo occafionally 
employed by the PERSIANS, to carry provifions from GMILAN to BAKU, 








> Of. two tum 854613: 
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DERSEND, and other places; bat the RussIAN government obférving that 
their merchantíhips wére employed in the tranfport of provifions towards 
their own frontier, for the ufe of the PERstAN army, thought proper to 
take them into their fervice; and from that time they fent only a few vef- 
fels to PERSIA, under the authority of the imperial flag, that they might 
be priviledged from any arrefts or exactions on the part of the PERSIANS. 
But fince NADrR's death, and the abandoning of the enterprize of build- 
ing PERSIAN fhips in the EUROPEAN manner, the Russian vefiels have 
been again reftored to the merchants. 








_ 'T heir foreign trade confifts in red leather, linens, woollen cloths, and 
EUROPEAN manufactures, which they export to PERSIA, the greateft part 
fof the account of the ARMENIANS; in return they import feveral manu- 
factures of. PERSIA, particularly thofe of cAsHAN, as filk fafhes inter- 
mixed with gold, for the confumption of the POLANDERS; wrought filks’ 
and ftuffs mixed with cotton; rice, cotton, a {mall quantity of drugs, 
and efpecially raw filk. They alfo bring rhubarb *, but as the govern- 
ment has engrofled this article, private perfons are forbid to deal in it un- 
der penalty of death. From xureva they formerly brought gold, lamb-, 
fkins, cotton, and other commodities; but this trade is now difcontinued, 
as I have already obíerved. The officers of the admiralty and cuftom- 
houfe of AsTRACHAN have very {mall falaries, which is .the cafe in all 
other places of Russia; fo that inftead of doing their duty to difpatch 
btifinefs, they often feek pretences to protract it, in order to obtain the 
more confiderable prefents. Upon thefe occafions, FRENCH brandy, white 
wine, hats, ftockings, ribbons, and fuch like are acceptable. 








Whilft I was bufied in getting what informations were neceffary, the 
governor invited me to a feaft, at which there were near 3100 difhes ; 
here I faw a fingular fpecimen of RussIAN intemperance, for there 
were above 30 peóple who drank to excefs in goblets |, of a kind of 


k The greateft part of this valuable branch is brought into russta by the TARTARS Of YAKUT- 


sky, bordering on the eaftern rar Ta Rpg belonging to caixa : they travel through sIBERTA to sa- 
MARA, thence to CASAN ; and from thence to mosco. l BOCALLS. 
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cherry brandy ™. This feaft was made for the birth of his grand-daughter, 
on which occafion the guefts prefented an offering, “each according-to his 
rank. This is a civil way of levying a heavy tax on the.merchants, and 
a cuftom, tho’ not elegant, lefs abfurd than that of fome politer coun- 
tries; for here without difguife or ceremony you leave one or two ducats 
or fome richer prefent on the lady's bed, who fits up with great forma- 
lity to be faluted. | 











My curiofity carried me to fee the devotion of the INDIAN PAGANS 
in the little temple which they have here. Their priefts ufe beads, in- 
cenfe, caps, proftrations and offerings: they have alfo {mall bells with 
other mufic, and raife their voices in finging with the utmoft vehemence. 
The object of their adoration was a PAGOD, ugly and deformed to a de- 
gree of horror. -After the fervice was over, they prefented me fome of 
the fruits which had been offered to this idol ; but I thought proper to re- 
"fufe them, not without fome melancholy reflections on the abject ftate to 
which human reafon is frequently reduced. 





The: TARTARS hold this image worfhip in the utmoft abomination; 
they will not carry even money which has any impreffion of man, bird, 
beaft, creeping thing, or infect, into their temples. ‘Their devotion is in 
filence and proftrations, except that the prieft in an awful tone at certain 
times utters an invocation to. the lord of nature, through the mediation 
of MAHOMMED. It muft be obferved, that the TARTARS about this city 
and kingdom, were formerly diftinguifhed under denominations different 
from the prefent; for thefe countries were but little known, nor are they 
yet fufficiently civilized to admit of that communication, which affords 
an opportunity for an entire difcovery, though the RussrANs have made a 
great progrefs init. The NAGAY TARTARS are MAHOMMEDANS, re- 
fembling in countenance the KHALMUCKS, but better favoured, for their 
eyes are not fo fmall; thefe and the KooBaAns are driven off to the eaft- 
ward, and have feldom of late years made any inroads on the RussIAN 
frontiers. 





m The RUSSIANS Call it v isi:UFKY. 
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.. For feveral miles round this city, where the foil will admit of culti- 
vation, there are Tettlements of a very civil and induftrious people of tlie 
race of. the CRIM TARTARS, who are tributary to the RussIANs. In the 
fummer they improve their land, the chief. produ&s of which are man- 
na™, oats, mufk, and water-melons; but they reckon that their princi- 
pal teenfure confifts in their wives and children, with their fheep, horfes, 
and cattle. When any of their daughters become marriageable, they 
cover her tent with white linnen, and put a painted cloth on the top, 
which is ufually tied with red ftrings: they have alfo a painted wagpin 
on the fide of the tent; and this is to be her marriage postion. ‘“Ehofe 
who defign to marry obferve this fignal, and the girl is generally given to 
him who offers the father the moft valuable prefent. Thefe people are mA- 
HOMMEDANS, and, contrary to the practice of the KHALMUCKS, extreme-. 
ly nice in their burying places. They dig their graves very deep, and after. 
lining them with bricks dried in the fun, and whitewafhing them in the 
infide, they build a cover over them. They alfo raife thick walls of 
mud round each tomb, on the top of which are fixed one or more white 
flags, according to the character of the deceafed. 


“I had fpent fifteen days here in expectation: of the arrival of captain. 
WwooDRoorÉ.frofth GHILAN, and obferving that the feafon was far ad- 
vanced, J determined, fo foon as my caravan fhould come down the vor- 
GA, to embark in t &ussrAN veflel; but the 4th of November I receiv- 
ed the joyful news of wooprRoore’s arrival at YERKIE " with 100 bales 
of raw filk. 


The reader muft have obferved, by the conferences I had with the go-- 
vernor of this place, how jealous the RussrANs were of Mr. ELTON; 
ARAPOFF the RUSSIAN conful in PERsIA, now gave intelligence that this 
gentleman bad been*at BALKHAN on the eaft coaft of the CASPIAN, 
where he had reduced a province, and brought the chiefs of it prifon- 



























































a Seed fo called. a The mouth of the voLoa. 
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ers to GHILAN; and that woopRoore’s fbip had been been employed in 





thie enterprize; concluding that fhe ought not tc be permitted to return 


to PERSIA. The real account of this matter, which captain WOODROOFE 
gave mefoon after, was far from being fatisfactory, and proved that EL- 


TON was too deeply engaged in the affairs of the crown of PERSIA. 
this the reader will judge from the following abítract of woopRoorE's 





Of 


journal, relating to his. voyage to BALKHAN. 
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dptatn WOODROOFE': voyage fü BALKHAN, on the eaf coaff of tbe CASPIAR 
fea, under tbe direttion of Mr. yous ELTON, by order of NADIR SHAH. 


et 





UNE the 24th, 1743, the s#Ar’s orders were fignified to me by 
| captain ELTON, to furvey the fouth eaft part of the CASPIAN, on 
which expedition the captain was to go himfelf, July the 21ft we 
weighed anchor and fet fail for ENzELLEE, with orders to ftop in LAN- 









merchanfs in. GHILAN were ftrangers, J could procure no other freiplit, 
than a {mall quantity of goods from captain ELTON, with which he in- 
tended to try the market of ASTRABAD. 











** . July. the 24th we anchored in LANG AROo» road, where Mr. ELTON 


embarked. I was then hardly recovered of-a fever, with which I had 
been. long afflicted. The 31ft at noon we weighed, and the 5th of 
Auguft anchored about two miles to the northward of the inlet into 
ASTRABAD bay. The next day I went in the long-boat to examine 
the entrance, and found a very good channel over the bar, and a fref? 
water river running into it from the eaftward. We were about a mile 
from the mouth of this river towards the clofe of the evening, when we 
faw three large fandalls ° coming over the bar. The day following I 





5» Peaszan boat fo called. 3 
«€ arme 


* 
* 


p ka >} rayne? "s 


Marino 


BUD 


> 


Leagusd 10 t 


ere we m 


* 


et. 2 
TY Mach 


LE v im i 


e M 


WP 3 WN N ^ wf 


ux fis Wed nion 


wc d wp 
P WALT : pfe 4 jig 


Yos Pis Gene ud 


COMAN Sin 
dc p 


“tons 


Aut Aer 


es 


Fel I Frent Aap X. 








Chap: XX. TO BALKHAN. 131 


armed and manned the long-boat, in order to afcend the river upon a 
difcovery. - Nothing appeared near the fhore but woods and marthes, 
with a ridge of mountains, which running parallel with the fea coaft, 
extends near eaft and weft. At the entrance of the river there is only 
five feet water, but after we had p:oceeded about 20 miles, we found 
not lefsthan 20 feet. We rowed all that day, but difcovered no fettle- 
ment. About a quarter of a mile from the entrance the water was 
frefh, but 18 miles higher we perceived it to be brackifh, which is ow- 
ing I believe to the fea water that comes over the marfhes. The wood 
is chiefly elm, willow, and birch, intermixed with vines. The river 
runs about eaít north eaft, with a fmall current. We íaw a great num- 
ber of wild buffalo's, hogs and deer, and likewife tracks, as they ap- 
peared to us, of wolves and tigers. 





« Night coming on, and our people being almoft fpent with the heat 
and fatigue of the day, we reíolved to take up our lodging there, and 
prepared to defend ourfelves againft the wild beafts: for this purpofe 
we cut down a large quantity of wood, and almoft inclofing ourfelves, 
fet it on fire. The greateft imconveniency we fuffered, was from the 
gnats, which ftung us fo intolerably, that many of our people ftripp'd 
themifelves, and lay all but their heads in the water. Not having dif- 
covered any fettlement, about midnight we began to row down again, 
and at noon we reached the bay. Continuing our courfe along fhore, 
about two miles to the fouthward of the mouth of the river, we 
heard the report of a mufket, and looking carefully towards the place 
from whence it came, we faw about 50 men all armed, coming out 
of the woods down to the fea fide: though we were apprehenfive they 
were robbers who often infeft this coaft, yet we refolved to fland in 
for the fhore. At our approach, perceiving that we had ftore of fire 
arms, they began to retire into the woods. We fent therefore our PER- 
SIAN fervant on fhore, to acquaint thém that we were come on 
that coafít by the sHaun’s orders, having bufinefs at ASTRABAD; and 
to convince them of the truth, we offered to exchange hoftages, and 
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that if three of their people would come into our boat, three of ours 
fhould go with them; to whith they contented. Upon this I went, 
attended by our interpreter and a fervant, to the village of KONDAGA- 
ZAR, which is near a mile frorn the water fide, through a thick wood. 
We were received by the printipal people of the village with great 
regard, and after refrefhing ourfelves with what the place afforded, we 
returned to our boat. Among other things, we learnt that the three 
fandalls which we faw coming over the bar, were TURKUMAN pirates, 
that they had plundered a village a little to the fouth weft, where they 
killed eighteen men; and that thefe continual depredations obliged them 
to be always upon their guard. As it was very dark, we lay all night 
in the boat, but the next day we went aboard our fhip, weighed and 
came to anchor in KONDAGAZAR road in 2 $ fathom water, in {tiff 
muddy ground. 





« Auguft the 11th. I went on fhore with letters from captain ELTON 
for the governor of AsTRABAD, in which he defired that, as he was 
about the sHAn’s affairs, he might be provided with horfes to carry him 
to the city. At my return we landed our little cargo; not without 
fome difficulty, the fhore being flat and low. Whilft we lay here, 
the villagers fhewed us great civilities, and conftantly fent us provifions 
of every fort in abundance. The 13th. Several of the principal inhabi- 
tants came on board, and acquainted captain ELTON, that the governor 
had fent horfes and fervants to conduct him to ASTRABAD; upon 
which he immediately went on fhore. After fpending feveral days in 
farveying this bay, and taking landfkips of the coaft; NASEER AGA, an 
officer in the sHAH’s fervice, arrived from the camp, with orders to take 
four of the ocuR TJovs ? who had left their country, and put them- 
felves under PERSIAN protection, to ferve us as pilots, as they were 
well acquainted with the eaftern coaft. He was likewife commiffioned 
to take a fufficient number of foldiers under his command, with di- 


P Inhabitants of the iflands on the eaftern coaft. 
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rections to look for a proper place to build a garrifon, in order to awe 
the oGuRTJoy pirates, and prevent their excurfions. 


* The 31ft of Auguft. Captain rLTON and NASEER AGA, with 18 
foldiers and four pilots came on beard; and the next day we weighed. 
We arrived the 8th of September at the fouth end of inak, the wef- 
termoft of the ocuRTJov iflands, and coafted the eaft fide of it; 
continuing our furvey for four days. It is a long fandy ifland, which 
ftretches itfelf about north and fouth. Near it is DEVERISH a barren 
ifland, which extends itfelf to north eaft and fouth weft. The pilots. 
affirmed this to have been formerly a high land; but now it is low, 
which we imputed to the rifing of the water. Between thefe two iflands 
is a very good channel three fathoms deep, which extends to the north- 
ward, Ipak has two wells of frefh water, and is inhabited by eight. 
or ten families, who have a few fheep and goats. ‘The foil produces 
a coarfe fort of grape, melons, cucumbers, carrots, onions, &c. The 
inhabitants, for want of harbours, having no boats, borrow them of. 
their neighbours in the ifland of NAPHTONIA . 


* September the 14th. We weighed and came in clofe under the eaft 
fide of NAPHTONIA. The coaft is difficult of accefs, the land being 
very high; it extends itfelf fix or eight leagues north and fouth, and 
contains about 36 families, who have 28 large boats with feveral wells 
of NAPTHA'. The harbour is on the eaft fide of the ifland: to the 
fouthward there are four {mall ifles, between all which, by the relation 
of our pilot a native of the place, there is full 10 feet water; as there 
is likewife up a large bay to the eaflward of them, almoft as far as 
BALKHAN hill. Napuronia has plenty of íheep, wild goats, ca- 
mels, and afles, with exceeding good water; the latter is a great ad- 
vantage to them, for all the fprings along this coaft, except here, and 
on IDAK, are falt or brackifh. The foil is fruitful, affording all man- 


r This is common- 


ly underftood to be a fpecies of bitumen; it is of the nature of oil, of a very dark grey colour, and 
fu!pbureous fmell, 
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the bay we were obliged to anchor in feven fathom water. 
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tants come to worfhip. Thefe people fubfi(t entirely by piracy, mak- 
ing continual depredations on the neighbouring parts of PERSIA. 


e To remedy.this evil, NADIR SHAH fome years fince offered to for- 
give all that was paít, and to receive them into his favour, if they 
would come and fettle about ASTRABAD bay, where they might have 





Jands and fell.their NAPTA to the inhabitants of that quarter. - This 
they accepted, and carried on a brifk trade for about two years, felling 











their NAPTHA to the PERSIANS, TURKUMANS, and roving OUSBEGS, 
and purchafing provifions to fupply the inhabitants of the iflands. But 
having had an opportunity of collecting a number of boats, they grew 
tired of this way of living, and returned to their trade of piracy; fo 
that BALKHAN became a general rendezvous of robbers. NADIR sHAH 
being at that time engaged in his expedition: againft the MoGHoL, poft- 
poned the reduction of thefe people till his return. _ But upon enquiry 
he now found it attended with great difficulty, for the place is almoft 
inacceflible by land, and tbe country fo wild and barren, that none 
but thofe hardy people the ruRKUMANs can live in it. Befides, in 
fummer there is no frefh water along the coaft, except one well; and 























in winter the defert is exceeding cold. 





*€ September the 15th. We weighed and ran through a channel not 


wider than half a cable's length, between the eaft end of DEVERISH 


and NAPHTONIA, and ftood away along the north end of the latter. 
This channel is faid to have been fordable about 18 years ago, but now 
it-has every where 10 or 12 feet water. To the eafítward we faw 14 
large boats, which rowed towards us for fome time, and then hoift- 
ing. their fails ran round a bank of fand to the eaft fide of NAPHTO- 
NIA; where they have a town with a pretty good harbour. As it was 
a calm we could not follow them, and a ftrong current fetting out of 
The 
next day having a wefterly breeze we weighed, and ran up the fide 


of the ifland DARGAN, which forms the fouth part of the bay, and 
* extends 
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extends near eaft and weft. ‘There is fome rifing ground on it, but 
no inhabitants, the land being barren and fandy. Notwithftanding 
there is no water on this ifland, yet, by report, it abounds in wild 
goats and deer, which, as the PERsrfANs generally fay, require no wa- 
ter, but fubfift on the heavy dews that conftantly fall in thofe parts. 
We continued founding, and got up to a fmall ifland on the fouth 
fide of the bay, called nAGADAw, where we anchored in two fa- 
thom water. 





« The day following we went with the long-boat to furvey the ifland, 
defigning alfo to go on fhore on the main land for frefh water. Our 
pilot carried us to two fprings, where there were many tracks of ca- 
mels and fheep. ‘The water was brackifh; for as all the land on this 
fide the CASPIAN is impregnated with falt, fo are the fprings, except 
two at the foot of BALKHAN mountain; and yet the TURKUMANS 
and their cattle drink of it. I was informed, that it is now roo years 
fince the oxus emptied itfelf into the upper end of this bay. As this 
river was often dried up in many places in the heat of the fummer, 
the TURKUMANS imagined, that by ftopping the mouth of it they 
could preferye it above. But the contrary fell out, for the water hav- 
ing no paffage to clear away the fand, which was conftantly blown off 
the defert into this river, it is filled up, and fcarce any veftiges of it 
are now remaining near the CASPIAN fea. 


« Round DAGADAW there is full two fathom water, which is con- 
ftantly fmooth and clear. Our pilots informed us that there is a great 
fcarcity of fith, for which reafon the inhabitants keep ro fi(hing 
boats in a bay about half a day's jcurney to the northward, which 
the PERSIANS call opB MAvsEev '. Here they catch plenty of fifh 
not only for their own ufe, but likewife for fale to the TURKUMANS 
and roving TARTARS. ‘The Russians pretend there is a whirlpool in 
this bay; but this is denied by the ruRKUMANS, who affirm they fiíh 


* Or fifhing water. all 
ec 
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all over it. In all parts of it there is at leaft eight fathom water; but 
the entrance is very narrow. 


** September the 18th. As we continued founding up the bay, we 
found the water grew fhallow; the deepeft is clofe along the ifland 
DARGAN, which runs up near the foot of the mountain of BALK- 
HAN, between which and the ifland there is a little channel of five 
feet water. Rowing acrofs the bay we faw numbers of people, 
who upon our approaching towards the ifland, made  fignals, 
by throwing up fand in the air, which at a diftance appeared like 
fmoke. ‘They began their fignals at the water fide, and were anfwered 
quite to the eafternmoft end. When we were arrived at the foot of 
the mountain, we faw 14 boats at anchor to the fouthward of DAR- 
GAN, where there is a wide bay that extends into the CAsPIAN. Our 
pilot informed us, that at the foot of the mountain there is five feet 
water, which deepens gradually to the weftward into 10 feet; and this 
is the founding through all the paffages between NAPHTONIA and the 


iflands to the fouthward. This day we weighed, and ran up into nine 
feet water, and moored the fhip near the foot of the mountain. 


« Here captain ELTON and NASEER AGA went in fearch of a conve- 
nient fpot, on which they might build a fort. They had taken with 
them on fhore the PERSIAN foldiers, a pilot, and four failors, with 
arms and ammunition fufficient to make a defence againft thofe TAR- 
TARS, in cafe of an attack. Soon after they put off, we faw the 14 
boats fteering to the weftward, but could not perceive any body up- 
on the ifland. 


« September the 22d. Our people returned from their furvey, and 
reported, that when they had got up to BALKHAN they found only 
one man on the coaft, whom the TARTARs had commiflioned to en- 
quire after us. Upon our firft approaching NAPHTONIA, the inhabi- 
tants imagined we were driven in there by diftrefs, for which reafon 
they manned all their boats with defign to cut us off. But ob- 
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ferving that we beat the drum and fired the morning gun, and feeing 
us run fo readily through the narrow paffage between DEVERISH and 
NAPHTONIA, they concluded we were fent by the sHan to deftroy 
them; upon which they made all hafte back to fave their families and 
cattle. The former they conveyed in boats to BALKHAN, with an 
intent to alarm the TARTARs in that neighbourhood; but they tranfport- 
ed their cattle, confifting of camels, fheep, and afles, to DARGAN, 
together with two women flaves, and two of their own men, to 
whom they gave inftructions to drive them to the fouth eaft part of 
the ifland. But feeing us come up the bay fo clofe after them, they 
went round in order to take in their cattle again, left we fhould inter- 
cept them This precaution however proved quite fruitlefs from an- 
other caufe; for, to their great furprize, they found that moft of them 
were already deftroyed by wild beafts. One of the flaves was alfo kil- 
led: the other being greatly diftreffed for want of water, and not ufed 
to fuch hardfhips, expired in. a few hours; fo that only the two men 
and a few camels were faved. They failed then to the fouthward, 
while the TURKUMANs and feveral ousBEG TARTARS who frequent 
this neighbourhood, fled up into the mountain of BAL KHAN. 


* 'T'hefe pirates were poffefied of 17 boats more, which were then on 
a cruife on the coaft of MAZANDERAN and ASTRABAD. ’Tis their 
cuftom to fend only half of their boats out at a time, for fear of a vifit 
from the sHAH's forces, or left they fhould lofe a prize by fuffering 
any vefiel to efcape, that might be driven in here by diftrefs. Whenever 
this happens, they take all that is ufeful out of her, then fet her on 
fire, and either kill the failors, or fell them as flaves to the ousBEG 
TARTARS. 


* Captain ELTON having received this information proceeded in his 
furvey, in order to be fatisfied if there was any poflibility of executing 
the sHAH's project. This prince had been informed, that there was 
plenty of frefh water in thofe parts; but upon examination it was found 


| that the fprings were overflowed with falt water. ‘There was another 


{pring indeed a mile and a half higher up, but as it was very fmall 
Vor. I. S * and 
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and at fuch a diftance, it would not anfwer the purpofe. The ifland of 
DAGADAW was judged the fafeft place for the garrifon, as the maga- 
‘zines would be there moft fecure from any. furprize by land on the 
* part of the TARTARs. With regard to freth. water, captain ELTON 
propofed to provide a number of boats, and to bring it from NAPHTONIA; 


which was the more feafible, as the navigation between the two iílands 
* js extremely fafe. 





.** September the 28th. As I had a voyage now depending from cui- 

LAN to RUSSIA, there was not, time fufficient to make any farther dif- 
covery. There was only half a hogíhead of frefh water on board, 
and to go on fhore on NAPHTONIA would have occafioned too great a 
* delay. We therefore weighed for FARABAD, where we landed our 


paffengers the 3oth of September, and after getting frefh water we "e 
ceeded for ENZELLEE.’ 





From this account of captain woopDROoFE, it feems that NADIR with 
his ufual fagacity forefaw a rebellion from that fide of TURKUMANIA, 
which induced him ta employ his new fervant ELTon ; his intent. being 
to fend a fleet to BALKHAN with provifions, in order to build a fort and 
keep a garrifon in that place, to awe the TURKUMAN TARTARS. This 
ftep could not but give great offence to the russians, becaufe their bar- 
rier would become fo much the weaker, and the PERSIANS might the 


more eafily invade RussrA on that fide, which had been always confider- 
ed as impracticable. 












C H A P. XXI. 


The Author continues bis voyage down the voLGA to tbe mouth of tbe cas- 


PIAN. A brief account of tbe KHALMUCK /fettlements; and of the river 
vOLGA. The method of curing CAVIARE. 


N OVEMBER the 8th. We left AsrTRAcHAN under convoy of the 
governor's barge with 12 granadiers. It has been already obferved, 
that this old gentleman had been greatly inftrumental in bringing the 

TARTARS 
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TARTARS to a peaceable fubjection to the RussrAN government : for 
this purpofe he had taken all the large boats from the KHALMucks; fo 
that here, as in other places, they were obliged to fifth in {mall canoes. 
At night we flept within piftol-fhot of a KHALMucK fettlement. The 
habitations of thefe people are round tents, which they call ku ABITK A's, 
raifed with canes in the form of a cone, and covered with wi Locks í. 
Thefe tents are of 10, and fome of 15 yards in circumference, and 
about 12 feet high; they make their fires in the center of the tent, and 
the fmoke iffues from the top, which is prepared for that purpofe. 


Thefe people are miferably poor, fubfifting on fifh which they take in 
the vorGA; they dry in the fummer their winter's provifion, They 
prefer to live on the banks, where flags and rufhes are grown to a. great 
height, theíe being fome defence againft the rigors of the cold feafon. 
There are feldom feen above 7 or 8 tents in a place, which contain 30 
or 40 perfons, who live in diftin&t families under one whom they chufe 
as their chief.  Befides thefe, there are other KHALMUCKs, who travel 
to the fouth when the winter comes on, and return northward in the heat 
of the fummer. 





It is eafy to conceive how murders and robberies frequently happen in 
thefe parts. I gave the ftricteft orders for a regular watch of two men 
under arms during the night; but I more than once found them faft a- 
fleep. As we advanced within 30 werfts of the mouth of the voLGA, 
we defcried a great number of fmall iflands; the whole fcene appearing 
wild and inhofpitable. We were obliged to ftop at sapLisTova a little 
ifland, where refides the officer who gives clearances to paffengers. 


Being happily arrived at vERK1E, we embarked in the BRITISH fhip 
EMPRESS Of RUSSIA, much delighted to find ourfelves in a veffel of good 
oak, regularly built, well fitted, and probably the only complete fhip 
which till that time had appeared on the caspian. It was no lefs a 
pleafure to fee the ENGLIsH flag hoifted, and fome fatisfaction to receive 


í This is a very thick felt of camel's hair, which keeps out the weather extremely well. 


S 2 thofe 
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thofe common marks of efteem which matters of fhips ufually pay their 
merchants when they have any guns. 


Though I ‘have in feveral parts uf this work made occafional mention 
of the vorGaA, yet a river of fuch confideration deferves a more particu- 
lar attention; and I think no place fo proper as this, being now about to 
take my leave of it. This river was antiently called the RHA, and is 
reputed for extent and depth one of the nobleft in the world. It derives 
its {ource from the lake FERNoFF in the province of RESKOFF, run- 
ing, according to general computation, near 4500 werfts ' before it em- 
pties itfelf into the cAsPrAN fea. It takes in the river TwERsA which 
comes from T WERE, the Moscw A from Mosco, the occa from coL Uu M- 
NA, the KAMA which divides the NAGAY: and KooBAN TARTARS, the 
SAMAR at SAMARA, and many others. It is of the utmoft utility to 
the greateít part of the vaft empire of RussrA, not only with regard to 
commerce, but as it has been a means of reducing the different 
tribes of TARTARs who frequent its borders. ‘The immenfe quantities 
of water it receives from other rivers, and from the many hilly countries 
from whence defcend great torrents, particularly when the fnow melts in 
the fpring, are the caufe of its fwelling at different times and places. It be- 
gins ufually to rife in March, and increafes in April and May, continuing 
above its ufual mark, till the end of June; and then it decreafes very faft. 
There is often another rife in September by autumnal rains; but this is not 
fo conftant, nor near fo confiderable. It varies in different places; 
at ASTRACHAN it is only feven or eight feet, unlefs the foutherly winds 
blow in the water at the fame time from the cAsPIAN. About ZARITZEN, 
which is above 400 werfts higher, I faw a mark at about 20 feet, as al- 
ready mentioned; and at CAsAN, which is 1250 werfts yet higher, the rife 
is faid to be much greater. As there are fo many different climates in the 
courfe of this river, the ice breaks up at different times; as at ASTRA- 
CHAN about the end of February, and at casan generally a month 
later. Here the banks alter almoft every year, partly by the force of 
the current, and partly by the fands which are blown into the river from 
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the adjacent country. The danger arifing from thefe fhifting banks is 
not very great; but they create delays. The common courfe of the 
ftream can hardly be reckoned above a mile an hour, but-in the time 
of the floods it is generally three miles. 


The navigation is very difficult for veflels drawing above five feet water, 
except in the flood times, when the largeft flat bottomed vefiels find fufh- 
cient water. I have feen a veffel afloat in the month of October, faid to 
have 600 tuns of falt and fifh aboard; and in fome feafons they have 
barks of greater burthen. ‘The trade from many parts is great and ex- 
tenfive, but from no place more confiderable than from yARIsLAW and 
CASAN. The failors who navigate this river, are remarkable for their dex- 
terity in warping. They have three boats to carry out the warps, which 
they take in forward; and at the fame time they coil the warp from the ftern 
into the boat, while the other two boats are a-head laying frefh warps; for 
as foon as they have run out one, the end of the other is ready. Thefe vef- 
fels fometimes carry from 150 to 200 men, and as their bignefs prevents 
their failing, except the wind be very fair, they warp 30 ENGLISH miles 


in a day againít the (tream, which, as we have already obferved, is fome- 
times very rapid. Befides the vaít abundance of fifh taken in this river, 


and fent either falted or frozen to diftant parts of the RussIAN empire, 
there is a confiderable commerce carried on in CAVIARE ”. 





The method of preparing this commodity is to take away the ftringy 
part, then to mix it with falt well cleaned and made into brine ; and when 
drained from the oily parts and preffed, it becomes of {uch a confi(tency 
as to keep two or three years. The grain is of a darkifh grey: colour, 
almoit as big as a pepper corn, and cuts tranfparent. In the winter it is 
fent freíh to all parts of the empire, and is much efteemed by the natives 
as well as foreigners, being well known to partake of the nature of oyf- 
ters. There is-alfo a large quantity made for exportation, which is con- 
fumed in 1ITALy and by the chriftians in the LEVANT. The ARMENI- 
ans have the {kill of preparing it beft, and ufually make above 6000 
poods * every year. In 1749 they brought 20,000 poods to market, . 


* Roe of flurgeon and belluga, the Russrans call it rECRA. About 100 tuns. 


Having 
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Having thus given a fhort, account of the vorca, and being ready to 
launch out into the cAsPrAN, I think it will be proper to introduce a 
more particular deícription of that fea, befides what has been already given 
concerning BALKHAN. But as this is a province wlfich properly belongs 
to a feaman, I muft refer my reader to the following extracts of captain 
WOODROOFE’s journal, from his firft entering on that navigation, 
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Extraéts of captain WooDROOFE’s journal from bis fetting out from ASTRA- 
CHAN in fune 1742, on bis firft voyage. 


«c UNE the 2oth, 1742. Upon our entrance into the CASPIAN 
“s we met with hard gales of foutherly winds attended with a very 
** hollow fea, and foon loft our great launch from the flern. The day 
« following we hauled up to the eaftward, on account of the rocks 
« lying between swEeTOI and zrror iflands; fome of thefe run a 
* mile to the eaftward, and there isa very large one two miles eaft 
* of sweTor. Here we faw feveral breakers, which .we took to be 
* rocks under water. The fafeft way is to avoid zEror, the land being 
* low and the weather generally hazy; and it is not difcernible above 
* two leagues even in clear weather. | 





* June the 27th. For feveral days we had light wefterly and fouth 
weft winds with a ftrong current, which fruftrated our endeavours to 
reach ENZELLEE. Our water running low we made the fouth fhore, 
and came to an anchor in 10 fathom, when we difcovered a town 
from the ma(t-head. The fhore for many miles has the appearance 
of a very pleafant and fertile country, agreeably checkered with groves, 
paftures, and arable lands. At the extent of this landfkip is a ridge of 
« high mountains, extending from eaft to weft, behind which the peck 
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DEMOAN rifes far above the reft. We immediately hoifted eut or 
boat, and having rowed three leagues to the eaftward, we landed near the 
town of MESCHEDIZAR. 





* Here an hundred men under arms prefented themfelves, and without 
any ceremony dragged our boat to fhore, fignifying that we were 
their prifoners. Among this troop there were three who had the 
appearance of officers, but feemed to preferve no kind of difci- 
pline. They ftood for near an hour at bay, refting on their arms, 
and laughing very loud. At length a perfon came whom they treat- 
ed with great deference; he was attended by feveral others of good 
figure, and among the reft by a RussIAn interpreter. 











* Ihis perfon demanded in very civil terms who I was, and what I 
wanted. I informed him that I had a cargo of goods for the ENGLISH 
factory at RESHD, in whofe fervice I was employed; that my fhip was 
at anchor three leagues to the eaftward, and that contrary. winds and 


want of water had occafioned my coming on fhore. He replied, that 


the cafe might poffibly be as I reprefented it, but as the coaft was very 
much expofed to the depredations of pirates, he muft be fatisfied in a 
circumítanee which could not but appear fufpicious; adding, that to 
be convinced of our innocence, he would difpatch a meflenger to 
inquire after our vefiel.~ In the mean time he defired me to fit down 
by him on the fand, affuring me that I had nothing to fear. He 
invited me alío to fup with him, and at my requeft ordered a pro- 
per guard over the boat, with provifions for the failors; We had 
hardly reached his houfe when the fervant arrived with the news of 
the fhip, with which he was very well pleafed. When we had fi- 
nifhed our repaft, he made an apology for what had happened, inform- 
ing me that MAHOMMED KHAN the governor of the province, had 
iflued out orders to all the villages along the fea coa(t, to detain every 
ftrange boat that fhould come on fhore, and fend the commander of 
it to him; for which reafon I muft go with him the next day to 

* BAL- 
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BALFRUSH, the metropolis of this province. Early in the morning 
horfes were brought to the door, ard three fervants attended us on 
foot to BALFRUSH. The governor had heard ,of my arrival, and 
being well acquainted with our actory in REsHD, entertained me with 
a very handfome dinner, and gave me a paflport to procure afliftance 
in all other parts of that coaft fubject to his authority. As a further 
proof of his good will, he ordered the calentar to furnifh us with 
water from certain choice fprings, and with all the provifions I wanted; 
and if I had no PERSIAN money, he defired him to take my bills 
upon the factors at REsHD. After thefe civilities he wifhed me a good 
voyage, and I took my leave. 


« Between this city and MESCHEDIZAR, which are diftant from each 
other about 12 miles, is a pleafant country; the people are well 
limbed, robuft, and very active, particularly in wreftling, running, and 
other fuch exercifes. At MESCHEDIZAR there is a little market for 
fruit, fuch as mufk and water-melons, apples, pears, and plumbs, very 


' fine raifins, rice, brown and loaf fugar, which they make here and 


at BALFRUSH. The loaf fugar is bad, and when diffolved produces a 
greafy {cum ; but the raw brown fugar, though of a very dark colour, 
is of a firm grain and not difagreeable. ‘The inhabitants ufe a liquid 
made from the juice of grapes ", with which they fweeten their water 
and rice. ‘They have alfo comfits of lemon peel and lime; like- 
wife ginger, citrons and almonds, chiefly candied and preferved 
with brown fugar.  Provifions were fo cheap that a good fheep 
coft only about four fhillings; they have cheefe and butter, but 
the firft is very bad, and the laft of too fwect a flavour. There is 
a {mall river that runs into the fea, by which they carry on a 
trade to GHILAN, Chiefly confifting of raw cotton, callicoes, and 
earthen ware; thefe goods are brought to their market by the peafants 
on affes and cows, and in bad weather arc carried the fame way into 
GUILAN, but in fummer they are conveyed by water in flat bottomed 
veflels. The BEACH of the fea is driven up in this place to a great 
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height; and behind it are lakes of ftagnant, brackifh water, and maríhy 
woody land. The furf which had hindered our getting off, being 
now abated, we launched our boat from the fhore, with her loading 
of freh water, which can: aboard very feafonably. After our return 
from MESCHEDIZAR we dik overed FINICANAR, another {ma village 
near the fea fide ; here we put afhore, and filled our cafks with excel- 
lent water, having firit produced the certificate which MANHOMMED 
KHAN had given us, to which the villagers paid fo much regard, as to 
refufe the money we offered them for their affiftance. This village 
is fituated in the mid of a wood, on a little river which former- 
ly difcharged itfelf into the fea, but now the mouth of it is ftop- 
ped up; upon which occafion they tell a remarkable ftory. About 
eight years ago a great party of RUSSIAN and TURKUMAN pirates hav- 
ing ftolen a large veílel from the entrance of the voLGa, put into 
this river with a defign to plunder all the villages upon it. They had 
with them fix pieces of fmall cannon, and a confiderable quantity of 
ammunition, intending to fortify themfelves here, and eftablifh a ren- 
dezvous. The inhabitants having fufpicion of their intentions, abandon- 
ed FINICANAR, and alarming their neighbours came down undifcovered, 
and filled up the mouth of the river with trees and fand; men, wo- 
men and children exerting themfelves in this common danger. The 
pirates were plundering at diícretion, fearlefs of furprize; when the PER- 
SIAN peafants muftering all their ftrength attacked them: fome of the 
pirates were killed, others taken, and the reft made the beft of their way 
down the river, expecting to recover their veffel; but they foon found 
their miftake, and nothing remained but to furrender themíelves. 'T'he 
RUSSIANS Were pardoned upon entering into the PERSIAN fervice ; but 
the TURKUMANS, being old offenders, were cut to pieces. The veffel 
ftill les at the mouth of the river, and the dam is become a firm 
beach, which defends the brave cottagers from the like invafion, tho' 
it has ruined their river. 
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Captain woopRoorE's journal continued, from July 1742 to June 1743, 
with tbe feveral remarkable occurrences till bis voyage to BALKHAN. 


ec HE sth of July we departed from FINICANAR for GHILAN, but 
our voyage was much retarded by light wefterly breezes, and a 
* ftrong current. We found the foundings along the coaft very gradual 
* and regular. The wind continuing contrary we put into LANGAROOR 
* bay. In a cove * to the weftward we difcovered a veffel at anchor; up- 
* on which we ran into feven fathom water, came to an anchor, and dif- 
* patched our letters to RESHD. 


* The 13th. A light breeze fpringing up at eaft fouth eaft, we 
* weighed, and the next day came to an anchor in ENZELLEE road. A 
* {cant of water on the bar obliged us to unload our cargo, which was 
* carried to PERIBAZAR in PERSIAN boats, and from thence by land to 
* RESHD. ‘There is a river running from PERIBAZAR to RESHD, but it is 
* fo drained by the multiplicity of channels to convey water to their rice 
‘© grounds, as renders it unnavigable. This is an open road, intirely expofed 
** to the north. The winds being light and veerable favoured us very much, 
« but a hollow northern fwell, with a ftrong eaftern current, rendered it 
* both difagreeable and dangerous. The inlet from ENZELLEE road to EN- 
‘© ZELLEE ” fora mile and half has the appearance of a river, but afterwards 
it opens into a lake of about three leagues extent, where the RussiAN vef- 
fels lay ; and from whence a narrow river runs about two miles further 
* to PERIBAZAR : the courfe acrofs the lake is fouth eaft by fouth half 
* fouth, The 28th. Our cargo being all landed, we were taken into 
the fervice of the PERSIAN government to carry rice to DERBEND for 
the army, where the suan was then in perfon, endeavouring to re- 
« duce the LESGEE TARTARS. 
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« While we were taking in our lading from the magazine at PERI- 


* BAZAR, I made fome obfervations on the PERSIAN manner of fhip build- 


* LANGAROOD Cove, y A {mall village on the weft point of the land. 
-= Ing. 
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ing. The major part of their veffels are built by RusstAN deferters, who 
meet with encouragement from the Persians. They are made of elm, 
which abounds ig this province; their fails are of cotton, their cables 
of flax, and fome, of the bark of tices. In fair weather they hoift a 
large fquare fail, two parts laced together ; and when it blows a little 
they come to anchor clofe to fhore, not chufing to be farther out than 
two fathoms water. If it blows hard they let their veffel run with 
her broad fide afhore, and endeavour to keep her there moor’d by the 
ftumps of trees, which are found in abundance on this coaft. In order 
to heave them off again, they carry fpars, but they are often obliged 
to unload them, and are frequently wrecked. To fupply their want 
of anchors, they ufe crooked pieces of iron, with ftones tied to them. 
There are fome larger vefiels built after the antient manner, of 30 
or 40 tuns, which are called fandalls; their beams are dovetail'd through 
the fide in tiers, and a row in every three feet; by which means thefe 
veffels are divided into partitions, which are made tight, fo as to con- 
fine any leak, and prevent its communication with the reft of the thip. 
They are moftly caulked with cotton, the infide as well as the out; the 
feams are filled as full as poffible when they are firft built; and to fe- 
cure them the more effectually, they cover them with canvafs well tar- 

















red, and lay battins over it every three or four inches, ftapling them 





faft with a kind of crooked nail. This method keeps them dry dur- 
ing.four or five years, after which they are generally broke up as ufelefs. 
Their KIRJIEMS ” are in the greateft ufe and efteem, though they fel- 
dom venture with any of them farther than MESCHEDIZAR for. raw cot- 
ton, oats, and earthen ware; or weftward to BAKv, where they carry 
rice, and return with rock falt, faffron, and NAPTHA, 


* Auguft the 29th. The RussiAN conful at RESHD appeared very jea- 
lous, and obliged our russian feamen to fign papers without their 


Small boats fo called. 
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knowing the contents. This morning when we weighed for DERBEND, 
we faw a RUSSIAN veffel ftranded. We arrived there in 12 days, but 
a great furf on the beach detained us on board tjll the 14th of Sep- 
tember ; we then went on fhorgto make a report of our cargo, and were 
ordered by HUSSEIN ALI BEG the chief receiver of provifions, to take 
all favourable opportunities to land it. - The RUSSIAN and ARMENIAN 
merchants were much offended at our fhips being employed by the 
PERSIANS, as it interfered with their intereít; and the conful threatened 
to complain of our condu& to the court of Russia. 


* September the 17th. The furf on the beach decreafing, I went on 
fhore in fearch of a proper place to land the cargo. The receiver 
HUSSEIN ALI BEG, with the Russian fecretary, the interpreter, and fe- 
veral perfons of diftinction on horfeback, were juft then arrived at the 
water fide. A running footman approached, and made figns to me to 
come to his mafter. I imagined he had fome orders to communicate 
with relation to our lading, but, to my infinite furprize, I no fooner 
drew near than they began to beat me with fticks in a moft unmerci- 
ful manner, without alledging the leaft reafon for fuch behaviour. Af- 
ter they had knocked me down upon the beach, a fellow fat on my 


head, fqueezing my face into the fand, fo that I was almoft fuffocated, 


whilft two men continued to beat me on the back, till I was quite 


deprived of fenfe and motion. ‘They then fuffered one of our men to 


carry me off, not without two or three vioient blows on the head, 
which brought on a great effufion of blood. After this a& of barba- 
rity, it was obferved that the RussIAN interpreter made a low bow to 
the receiver, who being now informed that I was not a Russian fub- 
ject, and conícious of his temerity, rode down to our boat and begged 
pardon for the injury he had done me. I was carried on board fpitting 
blood, and remained two months incapable of difcharging my duty. 
Captain ELTON who now commanded the fhip, difpatched his inter- 
preter to the camp, to follicit his own affairs, and at the fame time to 
complain of my ill ufage. 


aS Septem- 
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** September the 3oth. Having difcharged our cargo we failed for LAN- 
* GARoop road, which we reached in nine days, and began to load a-. 
« gain with rice for DERBEND. After fhipping our fecond cargo, and being | 
«* tolerably recovered of my bruife:. I went to RUDIZAR, a a village a- 
bout 14 miles from LANGAROOD cove, in order to victual the (hip for. 
her voyage. Here we met with very civil treatment, but whether it: 
was becaufe we were chriftians, or for fome other reafon, they would 
* not admit us into their houfes,, fo that we were obliged to fleep in the 
* market place; however they dreft victuals for us, and in all other re- 
* fpects were very obliging. In the evening we heard the found of mu- 
* fic, the occafion of which was a wedding. ‘The bride, the eldeft of. 
* the couple, was but twelve years old, being married thus prematurely. 
« to prevent her being taken away without marriage. . 


*« December the 2th. After a very bad paffage, in which we loft our 

* beft bower anchor, we arrived once more in.DERBEND road, A great 
s furf on the beach. detained us three nights on fhore,. where we found. 
* every thing.very naked and uncomfortable. The houfes were with- 
4* out beds. or. furniture, and fuel was fo.fcarce as to be fold for the 
« value of three pence: the pound. Here we found captain ELTon’s 
* interpreter returned from the camp of NADIR SHAH, who was about 
* ten leagues to.the north of this place. He had reprefented my ill 
* treatment to ALI KOULI KHAN the king's nephew, who together with 
<<; MUSTAPHA: KHAN, the next in precedence, made a report of the af- 
«. fair to. the sHAH. HUSSEIN ALI BEG was immediately fent for from 
< DERBEND, and deprived not only of his poft, but likewife. of all his 
** effects, even to his cloaths; and he received moreover at the picquet 
‘© 300 blows on his feet and back: in this deep difgrace he was ordered 
«c: to return to DERBEND. Here he came to me, and throwing himfelf 
«<. on his. knees, begged I would ceafe from complaining, and as. he -had 
* nothing-left but his life, that I would not purfue him. to .deftruc- 
«tion, He confeffed that he was fatally mifled by the RussiAN fe- 
** cretary, who under pretence of my being a fubject of RUSSIA, and of 
* having com tted an offence, had defircd him to treat me in that cruel 
**. man- 
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manner. "This excufe induced ALI KOULI KHAN to fave.his life,.and 
in a great meafure turned the edge of my referitment againft thofe ex- 
ecrable wretches who had been the caufe of his committing fuch an 
act of inhumanity. 


« The fucceflor of HUSSEIN ALI BEG was AGA NABITIE, a courteous 
perfon, who, either through refpect or fear, fhewed himfelf very in- 
duftrious in his new employment, and ready to give us all the affift- 
ance in his power. Before we could land our cargo, a hard gale of 
wind came on at north north eaft, which foon broke our fheet anchor 
and drove us near the fhore: in this extremity we were afraid to truft 
our all to the only anchor we had left, but cutting the fheet cable at 
the windlefs, with great difficulty we wore the fhip with the forefail and 
foreftayfail, and cleared the breakers. We then ftretched off to fea, 
with a double reef’d mainfail, which foon fplit; but having a pretty good 
ofüng we furled the forefail, and lay to under a mainftayfail. In two 
days the gale abated, and the wind coming round to the fouthward, 
we returned to an anchor in the road. In our abfence two RUSSIAN 
.veflels were ftranded. Not liking fo precarious a fituation, we imme- 
diately loaded our long-boat with rice ; but unfortunately the water be- 
ing lower than ufual, the boat deep laden, and the fea running high, 
fhe ftruck againít a rock that lay under water, and ftarted one of her 
bottom planks. With great difficulty by the help of near 100 PER- 
S1ANS and RUSSIANS we got out the rice, and hauled her up on fhore. 
In the interim the interpreter returned from the camp, and informed 
us that captain ELTON had received fingular honours from NADIR sHAR. 
About midnight we were attacked by a gang of LEsGeEr robbers; bnt 
by the help of our arms, we repulfed them without any lofs. ‘The next 
night thefe villains made a fecond attack upon our tents, in hopes of 
the booty they had before miffed. One of our Russian failors up- 
on watch called to them in the TuRKIsH language, and receiving 
no anfwer, fired at them ; the reft of our people flying to their arms, 
a fkirmifh enfued, but no lofs was fuftained on our fide. 'Thefe were < 
roving TARTARS, who had left their horfes on the outfide of the north 

** wall. 
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* wall, and crept through a hole under the baftions. The next day 
* we traced them by their blood along the fnow to a confiderable dif- 
* tance. To prevent any future attack, we acquainted the governor of 
* what had befallen us, who promifed to order a patrol of fifty horfe to 
« guard the walls during our continuance in that place. 


* January the 15th 1743. Captain ELTON returned fram the camp 
** metamorphofed into a compleat PERSIAN; being dreffed in a coat of ho- 
“ nour, a faíh, and a cap, which were prefented him. by the suan. In his 
** turbant he wore a {mall roll of paper containing the decree, in. which 
“ the honours granted him were expreffed; it being the PERSIAN cuftom 
“t to wear the marks of the prince's favour in the moft confpicuous man- 
* ner. Mr. ELTON alfo received a prefent of five hundred crowns, and 
* his interpreter one hundred. As a farther proof of this monarch's 
“ good will towards us, a fevere piece of juftice was executed on HUSSEIN 
* ALI BEG: he was brought to the water-fide, where his noftrils were flit, 
** and his ears cut off; in this condition he was ordered to watch under 
** the gallows near the fhore, as long as we fhould continue there. 














_ The Russian fecretary was likewife mortified, by being obliged to 
** afk pardon for his cruelty. Accordingly he difpatched his fervant with a 
** prefent of fruit and wine for captain ELTON; and at the fame time de- 
** fired to be permitted to come on board to beg forgivenefs for the injuries 
‘< he had done us: But we faved him the trouble by weighing anchor 
** before the mefien ger could return. 


** February the 1ft. We weighed for BAKU, and a hard gale coming 

* on, we loft our yawl from the ftern. The 6th. We haul'd round zz- 
* Lor ifland for saku bay: but the nights being dark, and the wind 
** blowing directly off fhore, we were obliged to come to an anchor in g 
** fathom water, within two miles of the fhore, and yet could not difcern 
“ the land, the weather being hazy. Hard gales of north eafterly winds 
** drove us into 45 fathoms water, where a great fea obliged us to cut aż 
* way the cable at the windlefs before we could wear the fhip: then we 
* bore away for LANGaRoop, and happily weathered out the ftorm. 
** The 
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* The r2th. We anchored in LANGARoopn road, where we lay three 
* days without the bar in no fmall danger; whena favourable wind and 
** {mooth water gave us an opportunity of running into the cove. Here we 
* were to refit againft the fpring, in order to carry filk from REsHD to 
* ASTRACHAN. In the mean while I furveyed LANGAROoop cove and 
* river, and the coaft to the northward as far as the river sEFIET ROOD, 


* along the bottom of the bay. 


« March the 2 sth, We left this place, but did not reach yERK1E road till 
** the 18th of April; our paffage having been obftructed by a great drift 
** of ice on the RussIAN coaft. Here we performed 14 days quarantain, and 
“ then failed up to AsTRACHAN, where we faluted the governor with 
*< feven guns. Whilft I had been refitting at LANGAROOD; captain EL- 
& TON went to MAZANDERAN accompanied by a PERSIAN officer. At 
« their return they took my fhip carpenter and detained him on fhore ; a 
* circumftance which excited the jealoufy of the RussrAwNs. I delivered 
** a prefent to the governor confifting of oranges and lemons, with feveral 
<t forts of dried fruit, and 6 KARBoys’ of ISFAHAN wine; all which 
** were immediately difpatched to court. I received orders to careen my 
* fhip, and forthwith to return to GHILAN with the ENGLIsH goods 
** which were arrived here. The 31ft of May we weighed anchor and 
** on the 17th of June arrived in ENZELLE road, where we unloaded our 
* cargo. Here I found captain ELTON, who acquainted me that the 
* sHAH had ordered a furvey of the fouth eaft parts of the CASPIAN 
" fea,” 








The furvey here alluded to by captain woopRoorE was the difcovery 
of BALKHAN, of which I have already acquainted my reader. I fhall now 
proceed to give fome account concerning the cAsPIAN fea in general, part- 
ly from my own obfervation, and partly from the relation of others who 
had the fame opportunity as my felf, and were more accurate judges in 
regard to this matter. 


Y A PERSIAN meafure. 


C H A P. 
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C H A P. XXIV. 
An account wf tbe rifing and falling of tbe CASPIAN fem 





JHEN the Russians firft navigated the CASPIAN, which is fup- 
pofed to have been about the year 15 56, they found. only 5 feet 
water for near g leagues to the fouth and fouth eaft of cCHETIRIE BQGORIE. 
PETER the GREAT in his expedition againft PERSIA in 1722, iri the fame 
diftance found only 6 feet water, {o that he was obliged to fend his fleet 
of'fmall veffels to fome diftance to take in their ftores. Near CHETIRIE 
BOGORIE. there is now 12 foot water; here it begins to be re as in the 
body ef the fea, and not *frefh as fome have imagined., I never could 
difcover that this fea abounds in fith; though captain wooDROOFE men- 
tions that he had feena few fturgeons off the iland TOLEENA. As to 
what is recorded. in ancient ftory concerning the monftrous frth of the 
CASPIAN, I imagine it to be fabulous. The vorcaA and the yar£ix: in- 
deed are well known to be immenfely rich in fifh ; and it is faid that there 
is great plenty of herrings, falmon, and fturgeon in KI6LAR river and 
the KURA. 


















At fome diftance from the fhore we in vain endeavoured to find a bat- 
tom with a line of 450 fathoms. The water has rifen within 30 years 
very confiderably, and made great inroads on the RussiAN fide for about 
20 wesfts between the'mouth of the votca and asTRACHAN, both on 
the eaft and weft fide of the great channel of this river. This has ren- 
dered the adjacent country extremely.marfhy. Nor has this fea been more 
indulgent to the PERsrANs, for it is confidently faid that in the beginning 
of this century the land for about 8 ENGLIsH miles on the fide of LAN- 
GAROOD river was dry, and well inhabited. This Ithe more readily believe, 
as the tops of fome houfes are yet feen where the water is feveral feet deep. 
The fame thing is reported of AsTRABAD, where the inhabitants affirm that 
within thefe 50 years the bay was fordable by affes, and now there is two 
fathom water. Captain wooRoorE heard the fame alfo at BALCHAN, fo 

Vor. I. U that 
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that it is no ways to be doubted that the great rivers VOLGA, YAEICK, 
IAMBA, SAMBUR, KURA, SEFIET ROOD, and others of lefs note have 
emptied immenfe quantities of water, which the fun has not exhaled: and 
this alarms the inhabitants round the coaft. 





The russrans affirm that in the lake kARABOooGAskov to thé north- 
ward of BALKHAN, there is a fubterraneous paffage, which has fucked in 
the boats that attempted the difcovery; but this account is flatly de- 
nied by the ocurtryoy iflanders, who ferved captain WOODROOFE as 
pilots, and affured him that the deepeft part is but 8 fathoms. The lake 
is almoft round, and near 8 leagues over, and as it abounds with excel- 
lent fifh, they conftantly keep two boats employed, fo that they may 
well be fuppofed to know every part of it. 








There is a tradition that the waters of the casp1an rife for 30 years, 
and for the fucceeding 30 fall off again; but neither can this account be 
reconciled. It feems to me that the fame law of nature, which every 
where elfe produces a continual change of this part of matter, by exhal- 
ing it in vapours, which form rain, hail, and ínow, not only to refrefh 
the earth, but to fupply the fprings of rivers, muft difpofe of thefe wa- 
ters here in the fame manner. It feems likewife that as this mediter- 
ranean lake is the grand refervoir of the vaft rivers, mountains, and tracks 
of land by which it is furrounded, it is alfo the refervoir from which thefe 
tracts are watered; and from whence the rivers that fall into it are fup- 
plied. Doctor HALLEY, I am told, has proved by very nice experiments 
and calculations, that the vapour arifing from the fea is more than fuffi- 
cient to fupply all the rivers that flow into it. And it is not, I think, 
improbable, that the reafon why the waters of the CAsPIAN are rifen 
higher now than in the time of PETER the GREAT, is, that there have been 
‘more moderate fummers fince his time than before; by which means a 
Jefs quantity of water has been exhaled. 


There are a great number of rivers and rivulets which run into this 
‘fea, that are.not laid down in the map (chap. XX.) and alfo many towns 
and 








Chap. XXIV. OF THE CASPIAN SEA. 157 


and villages, particularly on the weftern coaft, which are likewife not 
mentioned, being thought immaterial; and the more fo as the Jand-chart 
of the coaft of the caspian, which is introduced in the beginning of the 
fecond volume contains a more exact account of them, according to the 
prefent ftate of the country, than perhaps any map extant, as I fhall 
have occafion to mention more fully hereafter. 
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P A RT IL 
The AUTHOR’s VOYAGE from ASTRACHAN 


to PE RRSEA} 


W ITH 
“The SEVERAL ADVENTURES that befel him during 
his ftay in that COUNTRY. 


C H A PR. XXV. 


The uutbor's voyage from ASTRACHAN fo PERSIA. His arrival at LAN- 
GAROOD. Remarks on building fhips on the caspian. He continues 
bis voyage to ASTRABAD bay, with an intent to proceed to MESCHED ; 
and writes to Mr. ELTON fo diffuade bim from his military enterprizes. 











T is now time to refume my own narration, which captain woop- 

ROOFE’s journal, and the account of the cAsPIAN, have {o long inter- 
rupted. The 1oth of November 1743. The 100 bales of raw filk were 
now fent up thé vor GA from YERKIE to ASTRACHAN and I impatiently 
expected the arrival of my EUROPEAN caravan, which accordingly was 
brought aboard on the 12th. The carriers had been fo infolent, under 
the direction of a man not much higher in rank than themfelves, that 
he was obliged to procure fome cossacks to attend him to ZARITZEN. 
The meafures I had happily purfued to bring this caravan in time for the 
feafon, proved effectual, whilft the other which I mentioned to have fet 
out a week earlier, was frozen up in the voLGA, and not brought to 
market till the next fpring. 











The governor of ASTRACHAN being alarmed at ErLTON's proceedings, 
and finding that this new trade began to grow offenfive to his court, 
thought proper to put captain wooDROOFE's {hip under the fame reftric- 


tions as thofe of the Russ1AN merchants. In order to prevent jealoufy, and 
com- 
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comply with the RussIAN regulations we had already given an account 
in ASTRACHAN of all the fhip's ftores; and there only we thought our- 
felves accountable 4 but it was now demanded of me to give alfo an ac- 
count of thofe ftores to the conful in GHILAN, and likewife a written 
obligagion, that no BRITISH feaman fhould go into the sHan’s fervice, 
or give any inftructions to his fubjeéts. By this means we fhould be li- 
able to be arrefted at the pleafure 6f a Russian conful, though out of 
the RUssIAN dominions. But as things were thus circumftanced, and as 
an order had been fent down to YERKIE not to fuffer the fhip to depart 
without this obligation from me; I refolved to fign it: which I did 
however in the following terms. ‘* With a proteft that I will not be ac- 
« countable either in my perfon or eftate, any longer than I fhall volun- 
* tarily remain in PERSIA, or at ASTRACHAN; and no further than is con- 
* fiftent with the conditions of the treaty of commerce fubfi fting between 
« the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and RussIA ; becaufe I conceive from 
** the contents of the faid treaty, that I am not fubject or accountable to 
* any RUSSIAN conful or minifter, in any place out of the dominions of 
** her imperial majefty." 








I had no conception how we could carry on a trade under fuch con- 
ditions, It was indeed our duty as merchants, to fupport a good under- 
ftanding with the RussrANs in PERSIA, as far as confiftent with the 
freedom effential to the fupport of our own intereít ; but beyond this was 
in effect to give up off commerce. The Russians about ten years before 
had dvacuated GHIL AN, and as they were the only navigators of the cas- 
PIAN, their merchants were jealous of our enjoying any privileges inde- 
pendent of the Russian jurifdiction : befides, they had acquired great in- 
fluence in GHIL Aw during the confufed ftate of affairs under NADIR’s 
ufurpation ; fo that upon the whole it appeared very plain to me, that 
the BRITISH CASPIAN trade in general was entirely againft the inclinations 
of the RUSSIANS. 


Matters being thus accommodated with the governor of AsTRACHAN, 

I only waited for a fair wind, which I was the more anxious about, fear- 
ing that fome A difficulty might arife from the alarms which rrTow's. 
under- 
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undertaking had given in Russ1a. For though I covered over the wound 
for the prefent, yet it was not poffible for me to" heal it; efpecially as it 
broke out afrefh upon every little incident. 











The 19th of November. After fo many days expectation I concluded 
that the wind and water would favour us at laft; but I had not enter- 
tained the leaít fufpicion of being arrefted by the winter. We had in- 
ceffant cold winds for feveral days from the north weft, to fuch a degree 
that we were at length frozen up. This was a fevere ftroke which I was 
not prepared for, but there was no remedy: I turned my thoughts there- 
fore how to act, fuppofing my voyage had been prevented ; for the maf- 
ter of the fhip faid it was very uncertain whether we.íhould be able to 
get away that year; but the next day, to my great joy, the ice broke up 


by the rifing of the water, which at the fame time brought a depth of 9 
feet on the bar. 















The 22d. We got out to fea with a fair wind ; The 29th we were be- 
calmed about ten leagues from the fouth weft bottom. The ftupendous 
mountains which appeared from thence ftruck me with great furprize ; 
for although they were at a great diftance, yet their magnitude far exceed- 
ed any thing I had ever feen in EUROPE. 


The 3d of December I arrived in LANGAROoD bay. The mafter of 
the fhip informed me that Mr. EL TON was removed from RESHD to LAN- 
GAROOD, to attend the maritime affairs in which he had engaged him- 
felf. I fent to acquaint him of my arrival; upon which he came on 
board, and conducting me a fhore, gave me as polite a reception as the 
jealoufy, which it was natural for him to entertain of me, would permit. I 
delivered to him a pair of piftols of exquifite workmanfhip, mount- 
ed with gold, and fome other curious things which he had wrote for at 
the defire of ALI KOULI KHAN the suzu's nephew: he was follicitous 
of cultivating a good correfpondence with this perfon, apprehending that 
he would be one day king, which really happened four years afterwards. 





Mr. Er ToN's habitation at LANGAROOD was about 8 ENGLIsH miles 
from the íhore, in the midft of a wood furrounded with marfhes, 
where 
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where the roads were hardly practicable. It ftood near the foot of a lof- 
ty mountain open only' to the fea; this intercepted the paflage of the air, 
and rendered the place extremely unwholfome. As GHILAN* is generally 
efteemed the fink of PERSIA, fo LANGAROOD is confidered as the fink 
of GHILAN. But as this was the rainy feafon of the year, which ren- 
dered all parts equally moift, we were not fenfible of any particular in- 
convenience. I fpent feven days with this gentleman, during which in- 
terval we difcourfed largely in relation to the caspran trade. We had 
many pleafant defigns for the improvement of it; but in general the pro- 
{pect was gloomy. 


NADIR SHAH had for fome time formed a defign of building fhips on 
the cAsPIAN; to this he was induced not only by the unfettled ftate of 
his country, but alfo by a particular inclination of conquering the LESGEE 
TARTARS, thofe brave mountaineers who had hitherto withftood the 
numerous forces of PERSIA. He faw plainly that it would be impoffible 
to fupport an army in.that quarter without a foreign fupply of provi- 
fions, which mutt neceflarily be brought to-him by fea; and he could not 
be ignorant of the inconfiftency of demanding fhips of the russians, 
whofe intereft it was to aflift rather than opprefs the LESGEEs, their moun- 
tains being fo fecure a barrier to Russia. The TURKUMAN TARTARS 
on the eaítern coaft had by frequent mcurfions excited the suAn's refent- 
ment; but their fandy and inhofpitable country could be attempted only 
by water. The ambition of fharing the trade and fovereignty of the cas- 
PIAN might alfo be a concurring’ inducement. This however is certain, 
that by his ambaffadors whom he had fent a few years before into Rus- 
SIA, he demanded fhip-carpentérs of that court. "The anfwer was, that 
the emprefs had no other carpenters than foreigners, who had contracted 
to ferve the government in Russia, fo that fhe had no authority to fend 
them to any other country. 














Indeed the PERSIANS now imagined, that Mr. Er Ton did not really in- 
tend to build fhips, but only to amufe the sman for the accomplifhment 


= This character alludes to the low marfhy parts of it. 
of 
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of fome particular defign. But ELTON was very much ın earneft, and 
proved himfelf capable of furmounting the greateft difficulties. It is eafy 
to conceive that the PERs1ANs already groaning undey oppreffions, would 
be extremely reluctant in fubmitting to an additional burthen of taxes 
in regard to maritime affairs, of which they were intirely ignorant. ‘The 
peafants were not only obliged to labour, but to furnifh materials. Ma- 
ny were compelled to leave the cultivation of their rice and filk, which 
was familiar to them, in order to undertake this laborious and ungrateful 
employment. This induced numbers to run away almoft as foon as they 
were brought to the new fhip-yard ; to which they were the more tempt- 
ed, as the indifcretion of feveral of the PERSIAN officers was often the 
occafion of their being left without provifions. ‘The punifhment ordina- 
rily infli&ed on thefe poor wretches, was to be nailed by the ear to the 
ftern-poft of a fhip, and after they had ftood fome, hours, a motion being 
made at them with a battle-ax, they drew back their heads, and tore 
open the wound. 
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Mir. ELTON had found good timber in GHILAN and the adjacent pro- 
vinces; but the badnefs of the roads made it hardly pra&icable to bring 
itto the fpot. In MAZANDERAN there is iron ore; but they had no 
anchor-{miths, fo that Mr. ELTON was obliged. to fith for the anchors 
‘which the RussrANs during a courfe of years had loft on the coaft. Sail- 
cloth he made of cotton, and cordage of flax; but his greateft want was 
that of carpenters. He had indeed collected a few INDIANS, with fome 
RUSSIAN renegadoes, and had one ENGLisuH fhip-carpenter, whom -he 
had inveigled to leave captain woopRoore’s fhip. Thus he contended 
with numerous and almoft infuperable difficulties ; but he had a fpirit equal 
to the moft arduous enterprize. 









I found him however labouring under fome anxious thoughts, which, 
I concluded, arofe from his circumftanc:s at that time. I exprefled my 
fears of the confequences of his engagement ; and though I did aot then 
enter into them fo deeply as afterwards; yet I pointed out many capital 
inconveniences which, I apprehended. 


It 
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It is no wonder that a man of an enterprizing genius fhould expect to 
derive honour and reputation from the favour of a prince: and it is a 
well known property of ambition to defpife difficulties in purfuit of a 
favourite object. It was eafy to perceive the growing joy in Mr. ELTON's 
breaft; but whatever he might imagine, the more intelligent PERSIANS 
looked on themfelves as happy, in proportion to their obícurity and dif- 
tance from the fovereign ; and, on thf other hand, they rated their mife- 
ry according as neceffity obliged them to feek their bread, and the preca- 
rious tenure of life, under a tyrant and ufurper. 


The accounts of travellers are full of the ingratitude and difregard, 
which the PERSIAN kings have always fhewn to EUROPEAN chriftians, 
whom they confider as idolaters and unclean. To depend on the 
{miles even of a lawful king in PERSIA, is a fituation by no means de- 
firable; but under fo oppreffive an ufurper as NADIR, muft have proved 
extremely precarious. I wifhed however, for Mr. rrrow's fake, 
that all might go well; and what we wifh we are fometimes apt to be- 
lieve, even againft general experience. I was the more eafily deceived 
into a perfuafion that the RussIAN jealoufy might fubfide; becaufe Mr. EL- 
Ton reprefented his condu&i as fubfervient to the promotion of the trade. 


The reader muft have already obferved, that one great inducement to 
open the casP1AN trade; was the hopes of eftablifhing a new branch from 
ASTRABAD to MESCHED, from whence Mr. ELTON conceived it practi- 
cable, to extend it to the northern cities of the MoGuL’s empire. It 
now fell to my lot to attempt the execution of this defign. I had brought 
with me the value of 50001. in woolen goods, for which I found there 
was no market in GuiL AN, fo that my prefence there would be of little 
or no ufe. My curiofity thercfore, which indeed was one defign of my 
journev, induced me to go farther. Though Mr. ELTON kad already 
procured the sHAnH's exprefs decrce, ordering that fafe conduct fhould 
be given us where-ever we might happen to travel within his dominions ; 
ftill I was fo far alarmed by the vicinity of the TURKUMAN TARTARS to 
ASTRABAD, that I did not chufe to venture till I had made the ftricteft 

Vor. I. X inquiry ; 
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inquiry ; the refult of which was this, that.the country was full of fol- 
diers, and I might have what guard I pleafed in cafe of danger. 


The tempeftuous weather which had detained me for fome days now 
abating; the 10th of December I took my leave of Mr. ELTON, and 
went down the creek. The fhip was at anchor out of fight of land, and 
the wind blew very frefh ; we had but a crazy boat rowed by PERSIANS, 
who are generally as unfkilful as timorous, fo that it was with reluctance 
I ventured to fea; but we foon got fight of the fhip, and happily reach- 
ed her. 





Immediately we weighed, and directed our courfe to ASTRABAD. As 
we fteered eaftward the fky brightened, and the air became gentle and 
warm, not unlike the weather there 1s fometimes about the fame latitude 
in EUROPE, fuch as the PORTUGUESE call St. MARTIN’s fummer. We 
were four days in fight of the great mountain DEMOAN, which is faid 
to be 30 leagues within land. At the diftance of 4 or 5 leagues from 
the fhore, we could diftingui(h it very plain rifing in form of a pyramid. 
The 18th of December we arrived in AsTRABAD bay *, into which 
the river KORGAN runs, after wafhing the banks of the defert of TURKU- 
MANIA. Here, as in other parts of the caspian, the fea has made great 
inroads, fo that in many places the trunks and whole bodies of trees lay 
on the fhore, and make it as difficult of accefs, as its appearance is wild 
and inhofpitable. I took the firft opportunity of writing to Mr. EL- 
TON, not only to inform him of my fafe arrival, but to confirm by let- 
ter the fentiments I had delivered in our laft diícourfe. 








SIR, ASTRABAD-BAY, December 1743. 
« Y Have the pleafure to acquaint you of my having proceeded thus far, 
B in confequence of the affurance you have given me that I fhould find 
« all neceffary affiftance in the execution of our.defign. I have inquired 
« of the pcople what kind of merchandize have ever been fent by this 
“€ rout to MESCHED? They aníwer, none; their caravans from hence 
** being compofed only of devotees, who go to worfhip in that city. Whe- 


a Often called koupAGosAR bay. 
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* ther the paffage of fuch caravans is any argument for the fafety of 


* merchandize, is what I cannot determine. 


* I would fain fay fomething to you on the painful fubject of our 
* trade with regard to Russia; but you underftand it fo well, and have 
* fo juft a concern for the intereft of your country, as well as of your 
** employers, that I think it unneceffasy to intrude any repetition of what I 
* have fo earneftly recommended. It is an object of no fmall confe- 
** quence to preferve the favour of the suan ; but we muft not buy it at 
** fo dear a rate as the refentment of the Russ1 Ans. For all the oratory in 
* the world will not prevent their confidering you as the chief inftrument 
* of the sHAH’s maritime enterprize, which, in whatever light it may 
** appear to us, they will certainly deem injurious to their intereft. 


« You know very well what written obligations were required of me in 
* ASTRACHAN, and in what manner I was obliged to comply with them; 
* otherwife you had not feen this fhip again on the PERSIAN coaft: and 
** now I muft fhow all poffible regard to thofe engagements. It is my 
« hearty defire to reconcile thefe difficulties, and make all parties eafy; but 
* to this purpofe it is neceffary you fhould act with me in concert. I am 
*« fincerely, SIR, 

Your, &c." 


C H A P. XXVI. 


The author arrives at ASTRABAD bay, The inhabitants alarmed, taking bis 
Jhip to be a pirate. An account of ASTRABAD bay. He reaches ASTRA- 
BAD with bis caravan. 


UR fhip was now anchored in three fathom water, at the diftance 

of 1 z mile from the fhore; when I difpatched an ARMENIAN fer- 

vant to know if I might land my goods with fafety: he foon returned, 
but without obtaining any information. We faw many fires in different 
places near the fhore, and upon the mountains; theíe were made with an 
intent to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a furprize, as they took us for 
X 2 pirates, 
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pirates. 'T'he. people on this coaft having been often plundered by the 
OGURT]JOY and RUSSIAN pirates, and feeing fo large.a veficl at anchor in 
their road, were under great apprehenfions. "The zcth, The weather 
continuing very delightful, I went a fhore. 'T'he ftumps of trees and fhal- 
lows made it difficult for a long boat to land nearer than 20 yards. The 
peafants being at length fatisfied that we were friends, and come with 
merchandize, received us on the fhore, and conducted us by many 
crooked paths through a thick wood to a {mall village. The people are 
fwarthy, but their features regular, and in general they are inclined to a 
delicacy in their make. I fent my ARMENIAN interpreter with my com- 
pliments to MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, the governor of ASTRABAD, with 
orders alío to provide neceffaries for the frefh package of my cloth, for I 
intended to make proper bales for camel and horfe carriage. After this 
I returned on board. 


The 21ft, The fun was rifen above an hour before it was vifible to us 
on board the fhip; fuch was the ftupendous height of the mountains, 
In the evening the ARMENIAN returned from the city, which is about 8 
hours diftance: ‘Fhe governor affured us of his protection; but charged 
me in a particular manner not to repofe any confidence in the peafants in 
the neighbourhood of the coaft. The dews here fall heavy ; and the heat 
of the fun under the mountains is productive of colds and aguifh pains. 
The 24th, I was vifited by NASEER AGA, a PERSIAN officer, who had 
been recommended to me as a perfon of great probity and intereft in that 
country: he made us an ofter of his houfe at AsTRABAD, which I ac- 
cepted, and affurcd him of the fenfe I had of my own happinefs in the 
civility and kindnefs of fo generous a friend. INAsEER AGA was accom- 
panied by MYRZA MAHOMMED, a grave old man, who having made a 
pilgrimage to MECCA, and {pent a great part of his fortune in honour of 
MAHOMMED, was dignified with the title of uAnpcrE °; he had alfo a 
reputation for wifdom, and was often appealed to in controverfies. He 
had been rich; but the common lot of the PERsIANs under the tyranny 
of NADIR, deprived him of his wealth. His office now was to collect 
taxes in the jurifdiction of the province. 


* This title is given to all thofe who have made th:s pilgrimage. 


The 
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The 25th, Being chriftmas-day, I excufed the feamen from working 
at the package of cloth, and prevailed on them to hear prayers and a 
fermon. ENGcLisH feamen, of all mankind, feem the moft indifferent 
with regard to religious duties; but their indifference is not more the ef- 
fect of want of refle&ion, than the irreligious carelefsnefs of their leaders. 
It is not to be imagined they would fight. lefs, if they prayed more; at 
lea(t we find the praying warriors in CROMWELL’s days fought as if they 
were fure of becoming faints in heaven. Certain it is our feamen do not enter- 
tain the fame impreflions of religion as the common run of labouring people. 








The next day our fhip was in no {mall danger of being burnt. .A- 
bout eighty pounds of raw cotton, intended for the fecure package of 
the bales, was laid in the fteerage. By the carelefsnefs of one of the: 
feamen it took fire, and was with difficulty extinguifhed. I was afleep 
in the cabin, and almoft fuffocated with the {moke ; our danger was the 
greater, as the fire was about the powder-cheft : however it pleafed pro- 
vidence that no harm was done, except burniog the hands and faces of 
fome of the failors, which the application of burnt oil foon removed. 
At night the woods on the mountains took fire, and the wind feeding 
the flame, made a frightful blaze, which extended Ífeveral miles. . The 
blat came off the fhore, infomuch that our butter ran like oil. There 
had been a- bright fun, and no rain, for twenty days, fo that it was with 
difficulty the peafants diverted the current of the flame, and faved their 
villages. This accident was occafioned by a cuftom of burning the rufhes 
on the coaft, with a view to deftroy the infects that breed in them, and 
to make a free paffage for the air. 


The different currents which meet in the road, and the eddies of wind 
obliged us often to new lay our anchors; in other refpects this harbour is 
very fafe. The 28th, Having finifhed the package of 116 bales, we pre- 
pared to go on fhore. My ARMENIAN interpreter now began to exprefs his 
fears of the danger we fhould be expofed to in our intended journey to ME- 
SCHED. He had already, in fome former rebellions, been robbed in that 
city of goods to a confiderable value, and partly from age, and” partly 
from conftitution, was of a timorous difpofition. What he faid made 


there- 
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therefore but little impreffion upon me, efpecially as he had been filent till 
now, and did not point out any particular danger. The 29th, HAHDGEE 
MYRZA MAHOMMED, who had already offered his fervices, received or- 
ders from the governor of the province to fupply us with a guard, and to 
entertain me in his houfe. Accordingly we landed the bales, and with- 
out waiting the uncertain arrival of the governor, who had intimated a 


defign of vifiting the fhip, I refolved to vift him firt. - 








The 2d of January 1744, Hazy weather, and other incidents, pre- 
vented the profecution of our journey till this day. We pitched our tent 
on the fhore, and collected all the people who were to convey the caravan. 
The HAHDGEE fert me an invitation to come to his houfe, and his fon who 
came with the meflage, affured me in a complimental ftrain, that his father 
would kill him, if he returned without me. However, I excufed my- 
felf all the next day, refolving to remain in my tent. One of the company 
fung an extempore fong, confifting moftly of welcomes, and fulfome com- 
mendations, intended as a greater mark of civility to us as ftrangers and 
EUROPEANS. When this was done, they eat their PLEO, which they finifh- 
ed in a much fhorter time than a table can be laid for a polite entertainment 
in EUROPE. As they had broken timber in great abundance, they made 
large fires, round which they danced, and feemed to be in high joy. 'The 
evening being advanced, they performed their exercifes of devotion. The 3d 
the snAcKALLs^in the woods bark'd and howl'd fo much during the 
night, that it is very difficult for perfons unufed to fuch mufic to receive 
the refrefhment of fleep. In the morning we broke up our little camp, 
the HAHDGEE's brother, and his two fons, attended us with feveral horfes, 
of which I took only one for myfe!f, and another for my interpreter. 
The number of carriers exceeding that of the loads, I could not reftrain 
them from fcizing them, in as hoftile a manner as HUNGARIAN HUs- 
SARS would have pillaged the baggage of a MARSHAL of FRANCE: and 
indeel I was for fome tim? at a lofs, if they did not mean fome- 
thing of that nature in good earneft. From the fhore to the high road 
therc are many narrow paths, with broken and decayed bridges, and fe- 

b Commonly caied JACKALLS, which refemble foxes. It is faid the barking of thefe animals once 


alarmed the whole gusstAN army in GHILAN, 
veral 
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veral ditches made by the flowing of the water from the mountains, In 
about eight hours we arrived fafe at the city, the carriers making but one 
ftop on the way fto perform their devotions. The firt object which. 
ftruck my eyes upon entering the gates, was a large {pot of ground ap- 
propriated to the burial of the dead, 





C H A P. XXVII 


The bebaviour of the governor to tbe author at ASTRABAD. Defcriptior~ of 


the PERSIAN manner of fmoaking. The fubftance of feveral converfa- 
tions with perfons of rank in that city. 


HE 4th of January, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, and feveral 
others, came to vifit me, and advifed me to fell part of my cara- 
van in that city. This was not practicable in any quantity, nor confiftent 
with my defign of going to MescHED. The sth, As I had not yet 
provided an equipage neceflary to make a proper appearance before the 
governor, NASEER AGA, in whofe houfe I was lodged, lent me a horfe 
handfomely caparifoned, and infifted on my taking his fervants as well as 
my own, to attend me. The prefent I had prepared for the governor, 
confifting of feveral cuts of fine cloth, and loaves of fugar, was laid on 
a large tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by feveral 
perfons of the beft diftinction in the city, particularly by MAHOMMED 
HASSAN BEG fon of thelate FATEY ALI KHAN, MAHOMMED KHAN 
BEG, and sADOC AGA; the two lat were the fons of KH Ans in favour with 
the snan. They all rofe at my coming in, and defired me to take my place; 
but obferving I could not accommodate myfelf to their manner, the go- 
vernor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to PERSIA; adding this hy- 
perbolical compliment, that the city of AsTRABAD was now mine to 
do what I pleafed with it. I returned my thanks, and affured him of 
the great fatisfaction I enjoyed in being received into the protection of a 
perfon of his character and authority: that I apprehendcd this was the 
firt attempt the ENGLISH merchants had ever made to convey 
merchandize into the interior parts of PERs1A by this rout; and I 
was therefore the more concerned to provide with all poffible atten- 
tion 
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tion for a quick and fecure paífage at an eafy expence: that he 
knew very well the suam had been pleafed to grant the ENGLISH mer- 
chants the moft favourable decrees ig relation to their trade in all parts of 
his dominions, and it depended on him to fee his majefty's pleafure exe- 
.cuted on this occafion. I then demanded of him if the paffage to ME- 
‘SCHED was fafe? He anfwered in the affirmative, and that I might be af- 
fured nothing in his power fhould be neglected to render it fo; and 
that he would fend four choice foldiers with me, who fhould be bound 
for.the fafe delivery of our caravan at MEscHED. I thanked him, and 
begging to be honoured with his commands, took my leave. 











Common gratitude now called on me to pay my refpects to NASEER 
AGA, of whofe humanity and politenefs I had received fuch fignal proof. 
'This old man had been a companion of NADIR, when he was the chief of 
a party of robbers in the neighbouring mountains. He now feemed .too. 
good a man for NADiR's purpofe, and the mediocrity of his fortune and 
ambition had fecured him from moft of thofe calamities which were com- 
mon even to favourites. His hoary beard gave a venerable air to his per- 
fon, and a manly chearfulnefs, joined to an amiable affurance, graced his 
words, ‘There is a reverence due to age, which by long experience fre- 
quently compenfates for the lofs of juvenile endowments ; whilft health, 
good nature, and ftrength of underftanding, produce many of the focial 
enjoyments of life. The ‘old man received me with great marks of 
kindnefs, and fent for thofe mafter-carriers, who might probably engage 
ko convey my caravan to MESCHED. Here I firft received a proof of that 
cunning and equivocating difpofition, which diftinguifhes the modern 
PERSIANS, and was a prologue to that tragic fcene, wherein I had foon 
after fo great a fhare. It was impoffible to fix them to any thing ; and 
finding they trifled, I took my leave for that time. 





The 7th, I was vifited by feveral of the principal men of that place, 
who came out of curiofity, or perhaps with a dark defign. They made 
their compliment by putting their hind on their breaft, and bowing their 
head. ‘Thofe who are more familiar, prefs the palm of your hand be- 
tween the palms of both theirs, and then raife them to their forehead, to 

exprefs 
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exprefs the high and cordial refpect they have for your perfon. | Moft of 
my vifitors behaved with an air of importance, and fpoke very little: af- 
ter fitting and {moaKing the caallean for a few minutes, they took their 
leave. 


The PERSIANS are extremely fond of tobacco; fome of them draw the 
fmoke in fo prodigious a quantity, that it comes out of their nofes. The 
caallean ufed in fmoaking is a glafs veffel refembling a decanter, and filled 
about three parts with water. 'T'heir tobacco is yellow, and very mild, com- 
pared with that of AMERICA ; being prepared with water and made into 
a ball, it is put into a filver utenfil not unlike a tea-cup, to which there 
is a tube affixed that reaches almoft to the bottom of the veffel. There 
is another tube fixed *o the neck of the veffel above the water; to this 
is faftened a leathern pipe, through which they draw the fmoke; and as 
it paffes through the water, it is cool and pleafant. The Persians for 
many ages have been immoderately fond of the caallean. snan asas the 
GREAT made a law to punifh this indulgence with death; but many 
chofe to forfake their habitations, and to hide themfelves in the mountains, 
rather than be deprived of t. s infatuating enjoyment. ‘Thus this prince 
could not put a ftop to a cuftom, which he confidered not only as unna- 
tural and irreligious, but alío as attended with idlenefs and unneceflary 
expence. 


I entertained fome of my guefts according to their own manner with: 
fweet meats, of which they took a little, and gave the remainder to their 
fervants ; thefe are often fo numerous that a treat of this kind will coft 10 
or 12 crowns. ‘This cuftom, abfurd and expenfive as it appeared to me, 
had fomething of the air of hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. I 
could not but confider it as much lefs inconfiftent than that which prevails 
in fome parts of EUROPE, where almoft every man's fervant is bribed by 
his mafter's gueít, for doing his duty ; where every gueft is a flave to the 
fervant, by fubmitting to a compulfive tax, which even the fovereign has 
no authority to impofe ; where every one complains of the abufe, and, 
as a proof of the flavery, is obedient to it, except a few, who having 
been free in countries of flavery, will not be flaves in a free country. 

Vor. I. Y Is 
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Is it not abfurd to the higheft degree that the greateft lord of the 
land, fhall meanly look on, and fee his fervants, rapacious by his autho- 
rity, wring from the hard hands'eyen of peafants, their lender fupport ? 
Is it not abfurd that gentlemen of {miall fortunes fhould be guilty of the 
folly of giving away their money as if they were rich ; or be obliged to 
confefs to menial fervants that they are not rich; or exclude themfelves 
from the company of their opulerft friends, whofe houfes, even where 
there has been an appearance of a generous invitation, are oftentimes no- 
thing more than difagreeable and expenfive inns? Is it not abfurd, in fine, 
that a ftrange corruption of manners fhould induce almoft every mafter 
to contract with his fervant, that the greateft part of his wages fhall be 
paid him by his neighbours; though his own expences are by this means 
not only increafed, but alfo rendered impertinent and vexatious ; whilft fer- 
vants, on the other hand, become extravagant, in confequence of thefe prepo- 
fterous revenues, and their morals fpoiled by the folly of their matters ? 












-'To return to my ftory. Having agreed at length upon a price for 
17 camels and 62 horfes at 7 1 crowns per bale, I advanced to the car- 
riers a fmall part of the money, as earneft, But I foon found that it is a 
frequent practice for the PERsIANS to recede from their agreements ; and 
when any decifion can be obtained in fuch cafes, the verdict is ufually 
given in favour of thofe who appear to have the worfe fide, or have en- 
gaged to execute more than is convenient for them to perform: fo that 
I could have’ but very little dependance on this contract. 


My good friends NAsEER AGA and the HAHDGEE made me a vilit, and 
brought feveral other perfons with them. ‘Their bufinefs was to enquire 
if I believed Jesus Crrist to be the fon of Gon; intimating this to 
be the perfuafion of cuRIsTIANs, and without waiting long for an an- 
fwer, they pronounced me an idolater. My interpreter, who was him- 
felf a CHRISTIAN, was a little ftartled, and afked me what anfwer he 
fhould make. Itold him, that I was not come there to enter into reli- 
gious controverfies with MAHOMMEDANs; who without doubt would 
remain in their own faith, as I hoped to do in mine: hewever if he 
pleafed he might gratify their curiofity, and tell them that 1 believed JE- 

SUS 
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sus CHRIST to be the fon of Gop; leaving him to give what further 
account of my religion; he might think proper upon the principles men- 
tioned in the next’ chapter, being tbe refult of frequent difcourfes and 
reflections to which this enquiry gave occafion. 


C H A P. XXVIII. 
ldolatry being imputed to tbe author, be attempts to defend chriftianity. His 


notions of religion. 





O form an adequate notion of religion we muft begin with ADAM. 

Gop, amidft the boundlefs glories of his creation, made man, 
compounded of an animal body and a rational foul. Whether we trace 
him to his original, or confider him in his prefent cirumftances, he muft 
have been taught what is neceffary to him, in regard to the great ends of 
providence in his conflitution. Where his knowledge ceafes is not ob- 
vious ; but what the proper objects of his powers are, is plainly deducible 
from this, that he is loft in a labyrinth, when he attempts to challenge 
the divine artificer, why his workmanfhip is fo compounded , or by what 
fecret laws this union was made fo wonderful and amazing in all it's parts? 











It is evident to us that for ends known to the eternal wifdom, and in 
fome degree. obvious to us, he made freedom effential to human na- 
ture. By an almoft univerfal confent of mankind, it is acknowledged, 
that, in confequence of this freedom, man has fwerved, from the 
original law of his nature, and by following the dictates of his infe- 
rior faculties in preference to his reafon, he has confequently dif- 
obeyed the divine law. His nature being thus corrupted, he could no 
longer enjoy the happinefs adapted to his original frame. When men 
talk as if they had two natures, the one pure, the other corrupted, the 
doctrine ferves only to perplex the enquiry. We know, and to our for- 
row feel, that our nature, our ONE NATURE, as it came out of the hands 
of it’s maker, is become corrupted: nor can we with confiftency fay, 
that any vice is natural, without injuring the author of nature, who cer- 
tainly intended the univerfal happinefs of his creatures. But vice unde- 

Y 2 niably 
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niably produces mifery, and confequently is not natural to man.  Per- 
haps there is no word ufed in fo loofe and indefinite a fenfe as that of na- 
ture. To fay a thing is natural, agcording to nature,'or agreeable to the 
courfe of nature, muft certainly convey the fame idea, and are terms 
which ought by no means to be ufed without a feníe of. him who is the 
firft caufe, and has the courfe and government of nature in his hands. 





The notion we ought to form of nature at large, with regard to the 
difpofition made by one fupreme and intelligent being, muft be intirely 
analogous to that rule of government which can alone fupport the moral 
excellence and dignity of HUMAN nature ; which is plainly the end of chrif- 
tianity. What man, with the greateft ftretch of human reafon, can fug- 
geft to himfelf fo admirable a plan of government; or fuch noble motives 
to action, as that ruling principle, the love of one fupreme and {felf- 
exiftent being, the great creator and fupporter of all things? 









The love of man is next in dignity to that of cop, and in the opera- 
tions of the mind muft precede, as being the fcale by which we aícend 
to heaven. Man confidered as the moft excellent work of the vifible 
world, the exprefs image of his maker, and the heir of immortal happinefs, 
muft ever demand the higheft attention. How little in value is the ma- 
terial.compared with the intellectual world ? 'T'he voice of god, as well 
as reafon, proclaim the vaft fuperiority. And what are all the externals of 
majefty, what the charms of beauty, or the pride of wealth, but the en- 
joyments of a moment? But the love of man is commenfurate with eter- 
nity, nor is he lefs an object of this love, for having deviated from his 
original perfection ; fince all men are the fame; and this feems to have 
conftituted, as a counterpoife to our corruption, a paffion as ftrong as any 
in the human breaft; I mean compaffion. Can we confider god, or 
man, in any view not confiftent with this principle, without deviating 
from nature? 





If the nature of man is to be rational, and if reafon teaches that obe- 
dience to his maker is his higheft felicity, it muft alfo teach, that dif- 


ebedience is his greateft mifery. ‘That man has paffions and appetites 
l l which 





Chap. XXVIIL THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 175 


which oppofe reafon, is obvious ; but it is equally true, that the nature of 
thefe, in the great order of things, is to be fubfervient to reafon. Our 
eyes were certainly given us to fee » but our reafon was as furely given 
us that we might fhut thofe eyes when the object is dangerous either to 
our moral or animal nature; nor can there be any plea of ignorance a- 
gainft this doctrine: for the almighty has certainly written a law upon 
men's minds; and whatever his wiftlom required fhould be done, exclu- 
clufive of this mental law, he has, at different periods of time, made 
known to mankind. 


If Gop has originally taught man a law with refpect to his condudt, . 
and by making him a focial being, continued to him the MEAwns of that 
KNOWLEDGE ; it is not natural for man to be ignorant of that which his 
maker requires of him: On the contrary, it was an unnatural rebellion 
againft the almighty that introduced the ignorance which exifted before 
the coming of a faviour; a ftate of ignorance at that time confequently 
was not the ftate of nature: but more indubitably it is nor fo Now. 


Before the promulgation of the gofpel, men who walked by the light 
which they then had, could not be accountable for more: even before 
the JEWISH difpenfation, in confequence of the knowledge men firft had 
of a fupreme being, they preferved fome notions of one Gop, and of 
moral duties, as productive of happinefs, and fuitable to the dignity of 
their natures; and this I apprehend we generally call natural religion. 
However we do not: ufually call that the religion of nature, which hardly 
appears to be any religion at all, or at beft is only a rule injurious to the fo- 
ciety. But fuppofing the common term NATURAL RELIGION to be ap- 
plicable in any degree to the moft ignorant favages, that muft be the worft 
religion, (for here there may be degrees in this general notion) which is 
furthefít removed from the happinefs of the fociety. Man, who is a fo- 
cial creature, acts unnaturally in proportion as he neglects the prefervation 
of fociety. This notion will alfo lead us to the great doct:ine of chriftia- 
nity, and the beneficence of the fupreme being, demonftrated in that dif. 
penfation, fo powerfully operating with the original plan of moral go- 
vernment. 

Now 





176 REFLECTIONS ON Part Hb 


Now let an unprejudiced MAHOMMEDAN be rightly informed what the 
precepts of chriftianity teach, and examine if the practice of the chriftian 
religion is not the íftate moft agreeab]e to the true nature of man, as de- 
ducible from his conftitution. And if the chriftian religion is agreeable 
to virtue, or rather the true ftandard of it, we are reduced to the necef- 
fity of acknowledging, either that both the chriftian religion and virtue in 
general are unnatural, or that vice 4s unnatural; unlefs, with regard to 
nature, we confound the diftinétion of virtué and vice, and make them 
one and the fame thing. Nothing is plainer than this doctrine; but Ë 
believe nothing has done more harm to the caufe of religion than in- 
attention to it; for by imputing vice to NATURE, which is commonly 
done, we enervate that deteftation which arifes in the human breaft upon 
the mention of thofe things which we denominate UNNATURAL. Me- 
thinks I ought to blufh at the indignity which I offer to the common 
fenfe of my reader; but when he confiders that many who mean well, 
and think clearly in moft of the concerns of life, are notwithftanding ex- 
tremely biaffed in their judgments in this point; he will think an apology 
needleís. 




































The fallacy feems to lie in this, that nature, and the corruption of na- 
ture are for the moít part confounded in men's ideas. If by nature we 
mean the pure effence and true quality of a thing, we do not mean the 
corruption of that thing; more than we mean vinegar, when we talk of 
wine. The corruption of nature is indeed repugnant to virtue; yet if we 
attend to our own make and conftitution, we fhall foon learn, in a necef- 
fary degree, how and in what inftances our nature is corrupted, and e- 
qually difcover a power to war with that corruption; and, in proportion 
as we triumph over it, we are reftored to our original ftate of freedom, 
that is, of nature uncorrupted. The opinion the MaAHOMMEDANS have of 
this corruption, which fullied the mind of man, feems to agree with that 
of the chriftians; but this doctrine, however. important, is not familiar 
to the generality of men. I conceive it to bear a ftrong allufion to the 
ftate of one, who, by fome accident, becomes lunatick, and entails this 
infirmity upon his children, In this cafe indeed a man may not be an- 

| Íwerable ; 
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fwerable; but in the cafe of our firft parents they became accountable, 
becaufe they were free agents. If, in fucceeding generations, we were not 
exactly in the fame circumftances as, our firft parents; we {till acted a- 
gainft the light which our reafon fuggefted, or againft thofe revelations 
which, at different ages of the world, have been confirmed to us by the 
miraculous interpofition of divine providence. 








. By this corruption of nature, the paffions, which were originally de- 
figned to affift reafon, have, as experience teaches us, rebelled againft it, 
and fubjected all the fons of ADAM to the fame punifhment as their firft 
progenitor: Now can we fuppofe that infinite goodnefs fhould fuffer fo 
glorious a part of the creation to perifh in this unnatural ftate? The com- 
mon notion of mankind in all ages and countries is, that a divine in- 
ftructor has been fent to them. The chriftian fays, that ** as by one man, 
fin and death came into the world; fo by one man," the great prophet 
and lawgiver now in queflion, ** life and immortality were reftored.” 
The MAHOMMEDANS afk, why the great lord of the univerfe fhould 
fend his fon into the world in form of a man? ‘To argue upon prin- 
ciples deduced from the reafon of things, may we not fay that truth, in 
the abítract, thus became an object of fenfe; and that the deity brought 
himfelf to the ftandard of human capacities? We faw, we heard, we felt 
the god in his human nature. He was a man as well as a god; a 
man, fuch as we are, fin only excepted: He rejoiced and wept, was glad 
and forrowful: He eat, and drank, and flept: He had his friendfhips 
and affections: He gave us a law as to men; and, as a man, he fet us 
an example. But the chriftian further reduces the matter to this iffue : 
God faw good to take this method to reftore mankind. and therefore it 
muft be right. If the MAHOMMEDANSs yet afks, why it fhould be fo; 
and ftill applies to finite capacities to judge of infinite wifdom ? What 
can you do more than queftion him, why it fhould not be fo? Afk him, 
if he thinks it too much or too great a thing for the almighty? Bid him 
behold the wonders of the creation, and obferve every part of nature re- 
plete with amazing art, and proclaiming his incomprehenfible goodnefs 
and wiídom. Is man infcrior to thefe? Do we underftand the laws of 


his 
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bis government, or the nature of that power'by which he fupports the 
material. world? Is the heir of immortality not equal in dignity to this 
inanimate fy{tem ? 








If the tree is known by its fruits, the goodnefs of a religion. muft be. 
difcovered by it's effeéts, and it's confiftency with reafon; the teftimony 
of thofe who oppofe it concurring in any material point, or proving ine 
ficient. to. invalidate it. The PAGANS, tha, jam, .-thc -ALAHOMME- 
pans acknowledge that fuch.a man appeared in the world as Fucus 
Cuaist ; they difpute his divinity, and many of his glorious a@s; but 
for this. they are obliged to have recourfe to low evafions and puerile 
fabterfuges ; ftill they afcribe many wonderful works to him. And laftly, 
though they do not acknowledge his crucifixion, they fay he was conveyed 
away in a miraculous manner, and a perfon like him put in his place. The 
MANOMMEDAN alío verifies the prediction, which is clofely connected 
with the belief of chriftianity, and treats the sew asa perfecutor of the 
true prophet, whilft the chriftian deplores his blindnefs. 























Among other corroborating proofs the chriftian urges the prophecies 
concerning the total diffolution of the JEwisH government,.and the de- 
firuGtion of that nation, once the favourite people of Gop. The jews 
were long the fole depofitaries of thofe writings which promife and point 
out, the time of the coming of Jesus CuristT ; but deny that time to be 
accomplifhed : So far they believe in the mess1an. The PAGAN world 
received chriftianity, though it was fo greatly repugnant to their eftablithed 
opinions, and the corruption of nature, that we ought to conclude it could 
not have prevailed, had any lefs than a divine power directed it. Chrif- 
tianity is the prop®t religion of niankind; we fay it is as old as the 
creation, becaufe ordained by Gop from the beginning. Itis true, Jesus 
CuristT was born only 1744 years ago; but how long have the prophets 
of old foretold his appearance: One of the moft remarkable was above 
700 years before ; and this {peaks of him in terms of the greateft honour, 
viz. ** For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; and the go- 
** vernment fhall be upon his fhoulder; and his name fhall be called, 
5* WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THEMIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING 

VOSA THER, 
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« FATHER 4, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.” And the (hort hiftory of him is 
this: ** Gop was manifefted in the flefh, juftified by the fpirit, feen of 
* angels, believed on in the world, received up into glory, and in him 
* are all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge." That his birth 
was miraculous, is confeffed even by the MAHOMMEDANS; for they fay 
he was conceived of a virgin by the fmell of a rofe. To grant there was 
fuch a perfon, and that he was thus conceived, is being half a chriftian, 
with regard to the fupernatural birth of CHRIST. 


But as his birth was above nature, fo was his whole life. MAHOMMED 
came to extirpate all who oppofed him with fire and fword. CHRIST 
came with the meeknefs of a child, to extend his mercy to all mankind. 
The power which he employed was from heaven. ‘The means which 
he ufed were of fo different a nature from any thing merely human, that 
granting he lived and died, and that his religion does exift, is a (tron 
argument of the divinity of that power, by which he eftablifhed fuch a 
religion. He fuffered an ignominious death as a common malefaor 3 yet 
has his doctrine been eftablifhed on that fuffering, and fpread over the 
earth. Manommen fupported his fchemes of religious government on 
the principles of worldly power; but our prophet fays, ** Learn of me, 
« for I am meek and lowly ;" and upon this principle was his whole life 
conducted. 


The MAHOMMEDANS, you fay *, confider us as idolaters; you will not 
convince them of the contrary: for that would be in effe& to convert 
them to chriftianity. Tell them at leaft that ours is a good religion: that 
one great article of it is, to pray for them and for all mankind. That 
the fum of our law is, ** to do as we would be done by ; to vifit the fa- 
** therlefs and the widow, and to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the world.” 
Tell them that we adore one only Gop, the fupreme lord and father 
of all things, in which they will grant we are no idolaters; but that in- 
deed we pray to him through the merits of his fon, to afüift us with his 
holy fpirit, to obey his laws, or to forgive the breach of them, upon con- 


e The father of the age to come, according to fome learned divines. d The INTERPRETER. 
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dition of our fincere repentance. In this we fpeak as conceiving a difference, 
and afcribing to each thofe offices, which our revelation warrants, without 
prefuming to underftand in what thé union and divifibilty confifts. This 
is the myftery of the chriftian religion, which, by the exercife of faith, 
attributes all the mercy that the utmoft ftretch of human reafon can a- 
{cribe to Gop; and all the worth and dignity that can be imputed to man; 
to be at once demonílrated by the deity in his taking the human form, 
when he appeared upon the earth. Whenever we contemplate this amaz- 
ing inftance of the divine conduct, it raifes the mind to heaven from 
whence it is derived. 


That there is fuch a thing as faith, or the evidence of things not 
feen, nor comprehended, is common to mankind of all religions, and in 
all countries. Is it ftrange that Gop will not condefcend to be the object of 
our REASON only? He requires FAITH, and imputes it to us as a virtue; 
he requires this higheft reafon of the foul, which is a RESIGNATION of 
the whole man ; all POSSIBLE RESIGNATION to him as an incomprehenfible 
Gop, who is the fovereign difpofer of all things, in a manner as far above 
our conception as his infinite perfections are fuperior to the narrow 
bounds of human capacities. 


That JESUS CHRIST is GoD, that is, divine in nature, is, I think, very 
clear from the writings which contain the oracles of our religion; and 
better had it been for the chriftian world, if the matter had refted there ; 
and no attempt made to explain that which is confeffedly inexplicable. 
For though faith is founded in reafon, as it neceffarily muft be, whilft 
reafon is the only medium by which we comprehend any moral truth; 
yet it is fuperior to reafon, The doétrine of the trinity is by no means con- 
tradictory to reafon, unlefs it is repugnant to reafon to aílent to that which 
is delivered on divine authority, becaufe we happen not to comprehend 


the things fo delivered. 


As to the term PERSONS of the godhead, and TRINITY, commonly ufed 
by chriftians; if the oracle of the chriftian faith is not fabulous, we muft 
afcribe the divine attributes to THREE, under the diftinctions of FATHER, 

SON, 
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SON, and HOLY GHosT; and if mankind have thought proper to ufea 
word to exprefs the idea, why not that of TRINITY? If the almighty is 
omnipotent, and we confefs our faculties utterly incapable of.compre- 
hending his power, let us proftrate ourfelves in humble adoration of the 
incomprehenfible. nature of this one fupreme ! 





If Gop is incomprehenfible, what religion can there be without fome 
part of it myfterious? The MAROMMEDAN' muft deny the being of a 
Gop, or confefs him infinite in juftice as well as mercy; but does he 
underftand how thefe attributes exift, and are compatible in one being? 
We acknowledge the incomprehenfibility of Gop, and therefore there 
may be a divifion as well as union in the divine nature. Chriftiar® plain- 
ly infer fuch a union and divifion from their fcriptures, which cannot be 
made confiftent on any other principles. Is it not then folly to diftra& 
our thoughts on the fubject? Is it not enough that we acknowledge one 
fupreme cop the father of all beings; that we confefs the divine nature 
and miffion of the MEssrAH, by whom the almighty made the world, 
who is the king, the lawgiver, the redeemer, and the favior, and will 
be the judge of mankind ; and that we alío acknowledge the powers a- 
{cribed to the holy ghoft, the operative fpirit of that one Gop? 














We fee the reafon of mankind every day acquiefce in things fuperior 
to its comprehenfion in fecular concerns. Many things in common life 
appear to us as contradictions till we underftand them. Our condition 
does not permit us to know every thing; it is againft the laws of our na- 
ture, and confequently a crime to attempt it; thus where our under- 
ftanding is puzzled in the inveftigation of the things which belong to 
Gop, we fhould pay our adoration and fubmiffion to the great author of 
nature, and place our humble and firmeft confidence in him. 





= The difciples of mAHoMMED, and of almoft every other religion in the 
world, believe in things not only beyond their comprehenfion, but un- 
important to the great ends of human life and immortality. The faith 
in queftion is of the greateft moment; for if Jesus is not the fon of 
Gop, the fundamental principle of the chriftian religion is falfe; but if 
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this belief is derived from the authority of cop himfelf, who therefore 
accepts it as a grateful offering to him, we ought to hold it dearer 
than life. 


Simplicity of heart, which is effential to chriftianity, teaches men what 
analogy there is between this faith and the humility which the chriftian 
religion fo ftrongly inculcates; but infidelity is the offspring of pride. 
Faith humbles the arrogance of men, and prevents them from deifying, 
that is, in effect, from abufing their own reafon. ‘The corruption of our 
nature is never fo confpicuous as in pride; than which nothing can be 
more deftructive of our happinefs. | 


Pride firft divided the chriftian world, and ftill fupports the divifion; and 
I believe the priefts themfelves will grant, that had fome of their fraternity 
been half as bufy to reftrain men's curiofities in the myfterious parts of 
the chriftian religion, as to attempt the explanation of them, religion 
might have been more fimple, and confequently might have produced 
the great end of it, by means the moft eafy and familiar: but this com- 
plaint will appear abfurd when it is confidered, that the miftakes of 
priefts * bear but a fmall proportion to thofe of the laity. If morality is 
the bafis of the chriftian religion, and a confiftent faith the fupport of it; 
where are thefe better taught than in ENGLAND? Of all human compo- 
fitions of thefe latter ages of the world, whether for purity and elegance 
of language, force of argument, or warmth of devotion, what exceeds 
the fermons which have been publifhed by our clergy? That they are 
not more read, is not the fault of priefts, nor will it be their fault if 
they do not produce the harveft which no doubt is intended fhould be 
gathered in heaven. 

















To return, it muft be manifeft to men of enquiry, that the world re- 
mained in ignorance for many ages; and religion confifted in forms and 
empty ceremonies. A revelation was expected, and both the cunis- 
TIANS and MAHOMMEDANS fay it is come: we fee what the different 
fruits of it are. Was there ever a doctrine delivered to mankind before 





In ENGLAND. 
that 
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that of cuRisT, which pointed out the true path of happinefs, and the 
end for which they were defigned ? The chriftian religion has the moft 
vident mark of a divine original by.the: exalted fentiments and fublime 
love it inculcates; by it's clofe connexion with the general good of man- 
kind, as focial, rational, and accountable beings. It is an argument 
which cannot be repeated too often: what greater love can we conceive 
than for a man to die for his friend? But curist fuffered an ignomi- 
nious death for his enemies, and’ made that death effectual even to his 
perfecutors, if they repented and obeyed his laws. For his death was a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world, even. for the MAHOMME- 
DANS. Could a Gop die for lefs than a world? He prepared an immor- 
tality for all mankind. But his coünfels are infcrutable, and we know 
not what degree of evidence. refifted by men, renders them accountable. 
But it feems agreeable to the common notions of mankind concerning the 
goodnefs of Gop, that this perfect facrifice once made, compenfated for. 
the imperfection of the human nature, and the deviation from it's ori- 
ginal purity; fo that man becomes accountable only in proportion to his 
rebellion againft this divine law.. 


























Under this glorious difpenfation, the innocence and fimplicity of a child 
is beft adapted to learn, and to receive, fo plain, fo intelligible a law; 
which exhorts men -with the. ftrongeft and moft perfuafive eloquence, to 
forfake the paths of perdition, and to be happy. ‘The fentiments which 
chriftianity infpire, are. fo abítracted from this world, and from a weak 
and vicious felfifhnefs, that it is impoflible to confider them with an at- 
tentive and unprejudiced mind, without being convinced of their reafon- 
ablenefs, and {truck with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude and refignation. . 





Even MAHOMMED underítood the excellence of the chriftian  reli- 
gion, when he adopted his precepts of juftice and charity from the 
gofpel. But though the MAHOMMEDANS entertain the higheft notions, 
of the deity, humanly fpeaking, it will be difficult to reconcile them to 
chriftianity, on account of their fenfual gratifications. ‘The chriftian re- 
ligion fixes the boundaries between the animal and rational part, and is 
calculated to preferve both. It regards the delights of the mind, and the. 
Charms 
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charms of focial converfe, to which the MAHOMMEDANS in their com- 
‘merce with women are almoft ftrangers : for theit falfe notions of religion 
alfo lead them to violate the common rights of humanity, by making 
{laves of one half of the fpecies. 








Chriftianity is indeed a religion of felf-denial, much more than is 
generally imagined ; but it is a felf-denial which dignifies and improves 
human nature ; a felf-denial that has every niark which reafon can fuggeft, 
or revelation warrant, of that rule of life and human conduct, which 
can reftore man to the original perfection of his nature; or effect that 
‘which fhall compenfate for the deficiency, at the great day of accounts, 
when TIME fhall be fwallowed up in ETERNITY. 





As every thinking man in this ifland * feems to have fomething in his 
motions of religion peculiar to himfelf, it may be objected, that I who 
have been endeavouring to vindicate chriftianity with regard to the impu- 
tation of idolatry, and to eftablifh my own fyftem of faith, as founded 
hi the reafon of things, as well as in revelation, have been fingular 
in making no mention of grace. But to this I anfwer, that when men 
act obediently to the divine law, not only becaufe it is good in itfelf, but 
alfo becaufe it is commanded by Gop; both motives co-operating, I 
think they will, humanly fpeaking, produce a habit of mind, fit for the 
reception of that grace, which I acknowledge to be the more immediate 
affiftance of Gop; that affiftance which fupports, and: cherifhes, and ena- 
bles man to perfevere in his obedience. From hence I conclude, that 
faith and good works act reciprocally on each other, neither being effec- 
tual without the other to the great end of our being. ‘This, I conceive, 
may be eafily deduced from the nature of the human mind; from the 
common meafure by which we judge of things, and from the notion of 
religion in general. Chriftians who, on one fide, aícribe all efficacy to 
good-works; whilft others, if poffible, more inconfiftent, imagine faith 
only to be effential, {eem to fall extremely fhort of the mark. To a- 
dopt the principles of both with the fame zeal as they plead for one only, 
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is, I apprehend, to be a chriftian, if thofe principles produce their. na- 
tural fruits. 


And let men difpute ever (o long concerning human nature, and all it's 
various connexions, it muft come to this, that fo long as we retain our 
reafon, we muft acknowledge a firft caufe, or, in other words, that there is 
a Gop, and confequently that he made us what we are; and if he is in- 
finite in wifdom, he made us RIGHT. Men who think it of importance to 
employ their reafon about a future ftate; or endeavour to underftand their 
own make; and the end to which they were intended will difcover, that 
the conftitution of our moral nature, our condition with refpect to ex- 
ternals, and our religion as chriftians, have all a moft amazing analogy. . 









In other words, let him who entertains the leaft doubt concerning the 
great truths of chriftianity, do himfelf the. juftice to obterve how ex- 
actly analogous the law of cuRIsT is with the common dictates of hu- 
manity; with every generous paflion of the mind ; with every fentiment 
which the human breaft can form that is truly great and noble; he will 
then fee, what a ftate of unmixed happinefs would be reftored to man- 
kind, was this law univerfally revered and practifed. The glorious fyftem 
of ethics delivered by our faviour on the mount, is calculated to anfwer 
all the exigencies of our temporal condition; whilft the main fcope and 
defign of it is to prepare us for a happy termination of it: and fince death 
is the unavoidable condition of life, and abforbs all leffer confiderations ; 
an entire reconciliation to it, on the principles of a rational hope of im- 
mortahty, ought to be the great end of all human actions, and of all the 
thoughts and devices of the human heart. 
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Several converfations with tbe pers1ans on different fubjeéts. The tragical 
biftory of prince BECKOWITZ. Principal events till the breaking out 
. of a rebellion in ASTRABAD. 








O return to my narrative. ` “Phe pERsIANs often took particular 

notice of the air of my countenance, perhaps imagining that I 
had fome apprehenfions of the approaching danger. I told them that 
my temper difpofed me to be thoughtful; but if I underftood their lan- 
guage, and could converfe without an interpreter, I fhould probably take 
a fhare in every part of their difcourfe. Ithen enquired for news, parti- 
cularly in regard to the rebellions on foot in remote parts of the kingdom, . 
and if it was true that the LEscEEss had taken DERBEND, as was report- 
ed. This was touching them on a very tender {tring, and NASEER AGA 
anfwered haftily, ** We do not talk of thofe things." The anfwer how- 
ever made no other impreffion on me, than that he was reftrained by 
fome prudential reafon. 





. On the 8th. The carriers pretended they muft have camels as well as 
horfes to convey my caravan, and demanded money of me, to be ad- 
vanced them on account, that they might go among the neighbouring 
TURKUMAN TARTARS to buy camels; but I did not chufe to comply 
with their requeft. Other expedients were alfo made ufe of, as if intended 
purpofely to delay my departure. Some of the townímen again demand- 
ed of me to open my bales, and fell them fome pieces of cloth ; but this 
by no means fuited my purpofe, and I rather chofe to make feveral of 
them prefents of 2 + gaz* of cloth, which is the meafure they ufually take 
fora coat ABDALLAH BEG, the governor’s brother, was the moft im- 
portunate for cloth, though he had the leaft occafion for it, having loft his 
eyes for confederating with RIZA KOULI MYRzA°, who attempted to 
deftroy the king his father two years before this time. 





a A persian meafure of 40 inches. * This prince was blinded by nap1r; butaABDALLAn 
BEG, it Wa; faid, by the compliment which his own father made to napir, by accufing his own 
fon, in order to be on a level with the snaH; but I apprehend he was really guilty. 

IN ASEER 
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NASEER AGA returning again to vifit me, I complained to him of the trifl- 
ing conduct of the qarriers and camel-drivers ; he acknowledged it was fo, 
adding, that the word of the lower fórt of his countrymen was not to be 
depended upon; and therefore he would not recommend to me any 
PERSIAN as a fervant, agreeable to the requeft I had before made him. 
He again took notice to me, in a particular manner, of the ferious air of 
my countenance, infomuch that I thought it neceffary to make a reply to 
to this effect: * I obferve, Sir, you have mentioned this fubject to me 
* more than once ; you are the beft judge of my looks; but I think my 
« countenance is more in fault than my heart. It is true, I am a little 
** mortified to fee myfelf trifled with, as if the townfmen did not defign I 
** fhould ever get from hence; but if you mean to admonifh me, I take it 
« in good part ; and fhall readily grant, ** that a merry heart maketh a chear- 
* ful countenance.” Joy is as effential to the happinefs of man as oil to 
** the flame; a principle which will prove the beft prefervative againft the 
* miferies of life. Every part of nature feems to rejoice : The animal, 
« and even the vegetable world, proclaim a joy in their exiftence: how 
** much more ought man to exult in the comforts, the pleafures, the glo- 
* ries of the vifible world ; and to triumph in the contemplation of his 
<< own immortality ? But is not a ferious turn of mind eflential to that 
** contemplation ? 


** The appearance of the countenance will generally follow the turn of 
* mind, aHowing for health, and the peculiar air of the face. But a flow of 
** fpirits feems to be indifpenfably neceffary to fupport the heart in a habit 
* of joy. The man of a good underftanding, whofe fpirits low brifkly, 
** is beft qualified to think juftly, efpecially if from the earlieft part of his 
«c life he is fet in the paths of virtue; but theíc advantages feldom meet in 
** one and the fame perfon. We generally find, that a mediocrity of fpirits, 
* is the greateft friend to an innocent life; and innocence isthe parent of that 
* contentment which lays a good foundation, if it docs not conítitute the 
« effence of joy." The old man now looked ferioufly himfelf; he was 
in labour with an important fecret, in which I was intimatcly concerned, 
though he dared not to tell me of it. 


Vor. I. A à Soon 
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Soon after this converfation two RussiAN flaves were offered to me for 
fale ; I had no occafion for them, nor could I attempt their redemption 
out of charity ; I defired however to be informed of their misfortunes. 
They told me they had been taken when young by the ousBxGs, and fold 
to the TURKUMANS. They had ferved in the expedition of BEecKAWITZ 
the GEORGIAN prince, whofe ftory deferves a place in this journal, as 
it ferves to fhow the great difficulty, if not abfolute impoffibility of 
extending a trade among fo perfidious and barbarous a people as the 
TARTARS: 














. PETER the GREAT, amidft all his fucceffes in war, did not neglect the 
purfuit of commerce. He had already made a furvey of the caspian, 
and formed a defign of extending his conqueft beyond saMARCAND, fo 
far.at leaft as to fecure the LAPIS LAZULI, which is found in that neigh- 
bourhood. He had alfo flattered himfelf with the expectation of difco- 
yering fome mine of gold. In the valley of soep is a river, -whofe fands 
abound with gold duft, which the Persians, as likewife the OUSBEGS; 
and other neighbouring TARTARs, often.gather. PrrRsia being at this 
time > in great confufion by the indolence of SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN ; 
and PETER thinking a {mall regular force fufficient for that purpofe, fent 
3000 men to reconnoitre this country. "There was a CIRCASSIAN prince, 

who, to avoid the miferies ef HUSSEIN’s reign, had fled into Russia with 
his treafure and family. ‘This prince foon died, and his fon, named 
ALEXANDER BECKAWITZ, married into one of the greateft families in tbat 
empire. He was now chofen by the emperor PETER to command in this 
enterprize, as well on account of the bravery of the GEORGIANS, as the 
particular knowledge this prince was fuppofed to have had of the TARTARs. 






























Befides the perpetual harafífments which the TaRTARs ufually give a 
regular army, during a long and laborious march, they often burn up 
the graís, and {poil the water; therefore to render the way to KHIEVA 
fhorter as well as fafer, PETER ordered a fort to be built at cape 
KARAGANSKOI, which lies on tbe north-eaft coaft of the CASPIAN 
fea. This being done without any interruption, by means of the fhells 
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and ftones found at that place, and magazines being prepared, BECKA- 
WITZ ventured on his intended difcovery. 


Being arrived near KHIEVA, the ousBEGs formed a great body to 
oppofe him ; but as he had a good field artillery they did not chufe to 
attack him ; on the contrary they accepted his prefents, and promifed him 
water and provifions at a time when his army was greatly diftreffed. Af- 
ter receiving the moft folemn affurances of the friendfhip and proteétion 
of the ousBEG TARTARS; he was induced to divide his forces into bo- 
dies of 2 or 300; thefe treacherous friends pretending that by this means they 
could fupply them with provifions, and enable them to return home with 
fafety. Having thus obtained their point, they fell on the deluded rus- 
SIANS, who became an eafy prey. 












This unhappy prince whom neceffity or inexperience had drawn into 
this fnare, was one of the firít that fell a facrifice to their perfidious bar- 
barity. He was brought before the tent of the KHAN of KHIEVA, and a 
fcarlet cloth being fpread on the ground, asa fignal of death; they or- 
dered him to kneel down: but he refufed to comply, fo that inftead of fuf- 
fering the eafy death of lofing his head with a ftroke of a fabre, he was 
hacked on the legs, and butchered in the moft barbarous manner. As 
to the forces who had been under his command, many were put to death ; 
fome remained as flaves ; and others retained in their fervice, efpecially 
the muficians, and thofe who belonged to the artillery, whom they found 
of ufe in their fubfequent wars. 


To refume my own ftory. The oth, I was again honoured with a 
numerous levy, more againft my will than minifters of ftate ufually be- 
hold a number of fuitors whom it is not in their power to gratify; for 
thefe vifits anfwered no other purpofe than to take up my time. But what 
furprized me moft, was that the menial fervants, and feveral of the com- 
mon people, were admitted to croud round the Arvan ‘, and be privy to 
the converfation. This was the lefs agreeable to me, as their conduct 
had given them no title to the knowledge of my defigns. I had an opportu- 
nity of obferving, that perfons of the beft quality among them were very ig- 

© The largeft apartment in the Pz&sriAxN houfes, which is open on one fide, 
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norant of the affairs of EUROPE : one of the moft intelligent having heard 

of the fatal cataftrophe which happened the preceding fummer to feveral 

perfons of diflin&ion in Russra, inQuired if they were punifhed for being 

of the PERSIAN party; though I belicve no fuch party exifted in Russia. 
i - S 





On the roth. ^A frefh difficulty now arofe, for our camel-drivers al- 
ledged. that they could not keep company with the horfes ; and therefore 
they muít fet out two or three days before. I knew not how to recon- 
eile myfclf to the thoughts of feparating my company: however, the 
importunity of NASEER AGA, and the pretended neceflity of the thing, 
induced me to confent. Accordingly I delivered 40 bales, the loads of 
ten camels, and fixed my own departure with the remainder of the cara- 
van for the 14th. Ifent an ARMENIAN fervant to attend the camels, and 
appointed a certain rendezvous, which was on the other fide of the moft 
difficult paffes in the mountains. On the 12th, I made a vifit to the 
governor, who was much lefs courteous to mé than he had hitherto been, 
and appeared perplexed in his thoughts. It was faid, that he was provid- 
ing horfes to fend the king’s treafure confifting of 17,000 crownsto CAs- 
BIN; he now told me he was fo bare of foldiers, he could not fpare me 
more than one. This ftartled me, for I was previoufly determined to have 
demanded a greater number than he had at firft appointed me; efpecially 
as I was obliged to feparate my company ; however I could not make a- 
ny impreflions on him. It feemed to me ftrange, that a caravan of 17,000 
crowns in money fhould require fo great a guard, and that to one of 
30,000 crowns in cloth, a fingle foldier was fufficient. I was ignorant 
of the fecret, and my ignorance conftituted my happinefs at that time. I 
took my leave of the governor, defiring him to continue me under his 
protection, and affift me with his advice, in any article he might think ne- 
ceffary. 


The 14th, My firt detachment departed. I intending to follow them 
immediately, and had prepared kEDGAVAys ; thefe are a kind of covered 
chairs, which the pers1ans hang over camels in the manner of panniers, 
and are big enough for one perfon to fit in. By this means I could ac- 
commodate any of my company if they fhould happen to fall fick, and 

pro- 
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provide for my own fecurity againft the extremity of the cold. . At length 
by the interpofition of NASEER AGA, I obtained a promife from the go- 
vernor, that two foldiers fhould accompany the firft detachment of my 
caravan. The next day in the evening they fet lights at the head and 
feet of the graves of their departed friends, round which they led fheep 
by the horns, in commemoration of ABRAHAM's offering up his fon Is- 
MAEL ; for they do not allow it was Isaac, 











I was now preparing to leave this city, the firft I had feen in persia, 
and of which I had received very difagreeable impreffions. Whilft I was 
giving the neceffary orders, my friend NASEER AGA came to acquaint 
me that it was nota lucky hour, and therefore I muft not depart. I 
told him if he had no other reafon, that I was one of thofe chriftians 
who do not regard lucky hours, but depending on that good providence 
which at all times governs the world, I begged I might be permitted to 
depart. He replied in a very definitive manner, that I muft not fet out. 
I thought it proper to fubmit, from the affurance I had always recelved of 
the integrity of his intentions, though I imputed this repugnance to his 
fuperftition. 
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A rebellion breaks out in the province of ASTRABAD. The author is in 


difirefs. A prayer. The city taken, and the caravan defigned for ME- 
SCHED plundered. 








HE r 5th of January 1744, the difmal fcene now began to difclofe it- 
felf; for NAsEER AGA had hardly left me when I heard the hoarfe 
‘found of trumpets: this was an alarm to call in the neighbouring inhabitants, 
and to bring their cattle with them. The fhops were ordergd to be fhut up, 
and the townfmen to repair to the walls, to put them in a condition of de- 
fence. I now began to recollect a thoufand incidents which difcovered the play 
which was about to be acted; but it was in vain to with myfelf on board 
fhip, or to entertain melancholy thoughts of this commercial project. NA- 
SEER AGA returned immediately, and advifed me to fend for my fhip, 
acknowledging that he thought we were all in danger from the rebellion 
which had broke out in the neighbourhood of the city. This propofal 
however could not be put in execution; for the fhip was then either at 
ENZELLEE Or DERBEND. I defired him to fend for my ten camel-loads 
‘of cloth already on the road to be returned into the city; but he told 
me, 








Chap. XXX. A REBELLION BREAKS OUT, &c. 197 


me, that no perfon was admitted to go out of the gates. The governor 
being apprehenfive of a confederacy within the walls, as well as that 
which was already formed without, ordered a ftrong guard to patrol the 
ftreets. 


The fecret now came out, that MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG; whom I 
have already obferved, to have beem under the governor's infpection, had: 
left the city fome days before, and now appeared in arms at the head of 
a party of KHAJARS', with an auxiliary body of TURKUMAN TARTARS. 
MAHOMMED KIAN ^ BEG and sADoc AGA, the two young men of dif- 
tinction, who were with the governor when I went firft to fee him, had- 
joined MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, unanimtoufly declaring that they meant ` 
to poffefs themfelves of the city, of the king's treafure, and particularly 
of my caravan; and the better to delude themfelves, and the unhappy. 
townímen, they gave out that the sHAH was dead. 








The 16th, MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG the governor fent two couriers - 
into KHORASAN to bring forces to his affiftance. At the fame time he 
ordered ten foldiers to guard the ten camels loaded with my cloth back in- 
to the city ; this however was but an idle expedient, as the enemy was 
already poffeffed of all the avenues, and the goods actually lodged in a 
village the property of MAHOMMED KHAN BEG. ‘The only comfort 
which NASEER AGA now gave us, was, that whilft he lived they fhould . 
not touch our lives. He had been one of the chief advifers of Mr. EL- 
TON, à few months before, to attempt this rout to MEscHED, which in- 
deed was according to the original plan, as already mentioned*. The 
old man was now perfectly fenfible of the dangers which threatened 
us. The refpect which had been always fhewn him by MAHOMMED HAS- 
SAN REG, and his thoughtlefs followers, who had embarked in this defpe- 
rate enterprize, induced him to venture among them, and to endeavour 
to diffuade them from fo rath and perilous an undertaking: They fuffer- 
ed him to return, but he made not any impreffion on them. Hitherto 
he had appeared undaunted; but now fpoke fhort, and was impatient of 

a The inhabitants of this province are fo called. ^ KHAN is here a name, though otherwife 
underftood as a title. © See p. 50. 


being 








194. A REBELLION BREAKS OUT IN Part II 


being queftioned. His whole mind and perfon. looked difturbed, as i: 
he was that night to render up his accounts for all his paft life; and foi 
the years that had rendered his beard fo venerably hoary. 





A befieged city incapable of defence, a faithleís and weak gartifon, were 
things as new to me, as PERsIA and PERSIANS; but the notion I had ern- 
tertained of the TURKUMAN TARTARsS, and their.barbarity of manners, 
made the worft impreffion on me.. I did not conceive what pupofe it would 
anfwer for them to commit any violence on my perfon, for jt could not 
conceal their robbery ; nor had I any apprehenfion their rebellion could be 
fupported ; but the report was, that they would put us to the fword.. My 
attendants recommended my difguifing myfelf in a PERsrAN habit; but ] 
chofe to remain in my proper ape and character, which I could fup- 
port much better. Reports now crowded on. each other, that the rebel 
army had advanced within a fhort diftance; fo that the governor and NA- 
SEER AGA, jealous of their own fafety, and of the impoffibility of de. 
fending the city, difguifed themfelves in the habits of peafants, and 
mounting on horfeback, each behind a real peafant, made their efcape 
in'the night. 





The diftrefs and mifery in which thefeeinfatuated people were involv- 
ing themíelves, feemed to me the moft interefting fubje&t. Thofe who 
were not difpof:d to rebellion, now curfed me as the caufe of the evils 
they forefaw ; alledging tha if I had not brought fo valuable a caravan to 
ASTRABAD, the people had not rebelled. Perhaps I was an inftrument of 
providence in the cha(tifement of thefe unhappy men, but I had nothing 
to reproach myfelf with on this account; and in this general calámity I 
knew not in how great a degree I might ‘partake, and therefore thought 
it neceffary to prepare for all events, The flattering expectation I had 
entertained, that as the enemy had no artillery, the town might be eafily 
defended till fuccour fhould be brought, induced me to lay in a quantity 
of provifion ; but this was vain; we had nothing left but to receive our 
conguerors, and fubinit to their pleafure. 


In 
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In the evening. I retired to my apartment to indulge my own medita- 
tions, not forgetting my" ordinary praciice of writing. Without the af- 
fiftance of my pen I could not trace out the whole connexion of my 
thoughts, nor properly digeft them; and the occafion was now very im- 
portant. What I find in my journal is to this effect, and pretty near the 
fame words. 


* O beneficent father, thou tender parent and univerfal lord of Arr! 
* D'befeech thee to hear the prayer which in the deepeft humiliation of 
* my foul I now make before thee. 





. * O cop! whom have I to truft in, but thee: thou haft been my fuc- 
« cour through all the perils and viciffitudes of my life, even from my mo- 
* ther's breaft. If it is thy good pleafure yet to preferve my life; let 
* all my future hopes, and all my wifhes, center in: thee alone; let the 
** remembrance of all thy mercies infpire my mind with the moft ardent 
* love, the moít exalted gratitude; let the tender laws of humanity 
* ever pofleís my foul, and render me acceptable in thy fight, through 
« the merits of thy dear son, who died to redeem the world. 








« But. if thy gracious .providence has ordained that my life be now 
«brought to an end by thefe unthinking men, thy will be done. Avert, 
« © lord, the deftruction that threatens them, and lay not my blood to 
** their charge. 


* I tremble, O lord, at thy juítice; but | goodnefs-and paternal 
* love, thy tender, boundlefs mercy is extended to all thy works: fuffer 
* me not to perifh. And thou, my redeemer, who cameft into the world 
« to fave finners, I grafp thy bleffed feet. O, reject me not, reject me 
«* not, thou Gop of-mercy; let my remembrance of thy life and fuffer- 
« ings, thy agonies and ignominious death for the fins of mankind, now 
« fupport and. fecure me in thy favour ; and by thy refurrection and af- 
s. cenfion, by thy ever prevailing merits and interceflion at the throne of 
« the almighty, procure that pardon, without which I am undone. 


Vor. I. B b O 
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* © omnifcient father, who knoweft all the circumftances of human 
* life, and the evils to which it is expofed: Thos) who knoweft the 
'* fecrets of men's hearts, and all their inmoft thoughts, I befeech thee 
* call to mind the laborious, though imperfect ftruggtes of my life to 
** fubdue myfelf to a fincere obedience to thy laws, as the fupreme obje@ 
* of my wifhes. If I have done any thing acceptable in thy fight, O 
* remember it in thy infinite goodn&ís and, compaílion, whilft thy mercy: 
** erafes all record of the numberlefs follies, and infirmities of my life ; 
** and of all the offences I have been guilty of againft thee. 










, * Support me, O lord of mercy, in: the remembrance of that boundlefs 
** favour and tender love, which thou haft fhewn to all tbe fons of men, 
** through all ages of the world. 


** Enable me, O bleffed lord, to fix my heart on thee. Let no obje& 
* diflract my mind, or weaken my attention. Awe me with fear, and 
* prevent my prefumptuous thoughts; yet fill my heart with an entire 
* confidence in thy mercy ; warm it with a feraphic fire, and prepare my 
** fpirit for thy tremendous prefence. 


* ]f it is thy will that I now render back this vital heat and motion, 
* which {prang from thee, great author of life, and fupporter of this ftu- 
* pendous world! 1f my hour is come, O fuccour me in the fecret paths 
* of death ; and thou, O blefled redeemer of the world, receive me in- 
** to the glory thou haít prepared for thy íervants." 


I had ordered a watch to be kept all night, that I might not be fus- 
prized ; and after employing myfelf in as proper a manner as I could up- 
on fo interefting an occafion till 11; 1 flept till 4 in the morning. I was 
then awakened by a brifk, but — difcharge of mufquetry. A fi- 
lence enfued, from whence I concluded the city was delivered up to MA- 
HOMMED HASAN BEG, and, to my great comfort, it proved fo: had 
any fruitlefs refiflance been made, the befiegers would probably have 
carried things to the greater extremities. As I heard no tumult, I flattered 
myfelf that the rebels would not proceed to any flaughter, and that the cap- 
ture of my inerchandize would content them. The 17th, MAHOMMED 


HASSAN 
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HASSAN BEG. no fooner entered the town, than he fought for MAHOM- 
MED ZAMON B&G fhe late governor, for his father MAHOMMED HUSSEI 
kHAN had fome years before delivered FATEY ALI KHAN, the father 
of the prefent rebel chief, to NADIR,- by whom he was put to death: 
the governor however had been too fenfible of his danger to wait the ar- 
rival of the rebels. 


Noife and merriment feemed neceffary to fupport the fpirits of thofe 
who had embarked in this defperate enterprize. They feized the city- 
drums, and a large party went about beating them and hollowing: at the 
fame time they drove before them the cArENTER °, and another perfon, 
both naked, and dentanded the suAn's treafure, which MAHOMMED ZA- 
MON BEG had carefully concealed before his departure. 


It was now my turn to réceive a vifit from them, and hear my fate. 
SaADoc AGA, who was appointed a general * with MAHOMMED KHAN 
BEG, both young men of more fire than judgment, headed a party of 14 
armed perfons of the beft diftin&tion among them, and came to my houfe, 
I had colle&ed my fervants in one room, from whence I fent a little boy a 
fervant, who underftood the TuRK1sH language, which is moft known to 
the KHAJARS, to conduc thefe hoftile vifiters to us, and to tell them, 
that as we were at their mercy, we hoped they would treat us with hu- 
manity. They immediately entered, and affured us, they did not mean 
to hurt us; on. the contrary, that as foon as ther government was 
_eftablithed, they would pay me for my goods. They demanded at the fame 
time where they were lodged ; and informed me that the 40 bales, which 
I had fent out of the town fome days before, were already in their pof- 
feffion. MAHOMMED KHAN BEG then demanded my purfe, which I 
had prepared with about thirty crowns in gold and filver : he contented 
himfelf for the prefent with counting it, and then returned it to me, 
demanding if I had any more; for that it would be the worfe for me if I 
concealed any. I thou ght it warrantable however to make an evafive aniwer, 


4 Town-clerk and colle&or of the city, who aéted as fub governor. e SIR DAR. 


Bba though 
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though it was a true one as to the fact ; viz. that all the town knew ve- 
ry well I had been fearching for money in exchange for my bill on 
Mr. ELTON, not having fufficient (o convey my caravan to MESCHED. 
As gold can purchafe any thing except virtue and healtb, underftanding 
and beauty, I thought it might now adminifter to our fafety. I therefore 
referved a purfe of 160 crowns in gold ; apprehending that the fkilful appli- 
cation of it might ward off the dangér which threatened us; but I after- 
wards found that our fecurity was in our fuppofed poverty ; for in near three 
weeks diftrefs I durft not fhew a fingle piece of gold, much lefs acknow- 
ledge that I had faved any money. 





.. I had here an opportunity to confider the admirable leffons of morality, 
which the MAHOMMEDANS teach by example and practice, whilft the 
chriftians hold the theory in great veneration. A MAHOMMEDAN, who 
is a general to-day, and a common foldier to-morrow, fays, 1T 1s THE 
WILL OF GOD. Far from laying violent hands on himfelf, he thinks it 
at leaft as honourable to fubmit, and fhew obedience to the decrees of 
heaven, as he did in the meridian of his power, to obey the commands 
of his fovereign. 


Finding things conducted with fome appearance of juftice, I now 
turned my thoughts on the kindnefs of providence in bringing this event 
about in the city, rather than upon the road, where it was highly im- 
probable I fhould have received fuch gentle treatment. My drooping 
{pirits revived, and I confidered how beft to extricate myfelf. I was 
now more than ever inclined to that opinion, that the mind of man is fo 
formed as naturally to employ itfelf in the purfuit of pleafure, and that it’s 
operations, when they have their true biafs, have always a repug- 
nancy to pain. Upon the fame principle it will turn itfelf from a view 
of the evils of life, and fly off, as it were, on the wings of refignation 
and hope to a fcene of comfort and delight. Sorrow, which is not in 
in it’s final iffue productive of joy, feems to belong to man, only as his 
reafon becomes obícured by accidents, that is, by an irreligious or melan- 
choly difpofition. The faviour of mankind, though perfect, was indeed 
“a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief ;" but it was for the fins 
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of the world for which, he mourned ; his forrows are changed into ever- 
lafting joy, and were intended to change ours alfo into a happy immorta- 
tality. Thus the goodnefs of the great lord of nature is obvious to a de- 
gree of amazement; for if by a natural propenfity of the foul we turn 
from forrow and the evils of life, and fix the mind on the remedies of 
thofe evils; and if there is no evil but religion points out the remedy al- 
fo; even when we are furrounded with bitter calamities; what confolation 
might not this afford? What joy can exceed that, of acing undér the 
care and protection of the tender parent of mankind, who can no 
more mean to hurt us unoffending, than he can ceafe his own exiftence ;. 
nor can he, without trials, give us an opportunity of virtue; nor without 
virtue, is it confiftent to imagine we are the objects of his love. Happy 
were it for the world, if the trials of profperity had ordinarily the fame 
iffue as thofe of diftrefs, which foften the heart to a fenfe of obedience. 
Ingratitude, which is twin-born with pride, and the genuine offspring of 
the corruption of human nature, fometimes predominates moft, where 
moft thanks are due to heaven; and this by the connection there is be- 
tween the gratification of uncorrected paffions and appetites, and the means 
of fuch gratifications; fo that what men call profperity is a bleffing, or a 
curfe, juft as it is ufed. 








With reflections like thefe 1 endeavoured to turn the edge of this mif- 
fortune, and as much as poffible to convert it into an occafion of good. 
The greateft indignity I had yet experienced, was that of being fhut out 
of the habitable part of my houfe, and particularly my chamber, and the 
ufe of my baggage ; my magazine of merchandize, I had of courfe given 
up. There was alfo great reafon to apprehend fome irregular proceedings 
from the foldiers, particularly tbe TuRKuMANs: I therefore defired that 
a guard might be appointed, not for the fecurity of our perfons only, but. 
to preferve from any violation, the feal which they fixed on the door of 
the warehoufe, where the cloth was depofited. They declared this to be 
a very reafonable requeft, and immediately gave the neceffary orders. 











It was but natural to apprehend they would now proceed to fome exe- 
cutions in cold blood; but, to my great fur} rize and fatisfaction, I found 


they 
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they had put only one man to death: this perfon, by a very fingular 
work of providence, was a groom belonging to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN 
KHAN, who under his maíter's direction, had been the actual executioner 
of T#uMAs SHAH, their laft lawful king. This man, now falling into 
the hands of thefe rebels, fell alfo a facrifice to their juft refentments. I 
was greatly furprized to obferve with what facility the late fubjeéts of NA- 
DIR, and the fervants of the late gevernor, profeffed an entire devotion 
to the new chief MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, whom they ftiled their 
KHAN f. 





The 18th, It was now very apparent on what principles HAHDGEE 
MYRZA MAHOMMED had acted; he was in the fecret of the rebellion 
from the time of my arrival, and brought me to the town under the 
higheft profeffions cf friendfhip, as a fheep to the flaughter. However 
it was my bufinefs to difguife my fentiments; for as I had nothing there 
to lofe but my life, or liberty, I had nothing elfe to think of: I therefore 
ftill behaved to the HAHDGEE, as to one on whom I depended; and; in- 
ftead of reproaching him, I entreated of him to recover of the carriers: the 
money I had advanced them, if their KHAN would permit it, alledging 
that neither myfelf nor my fetvants Could live upon the air; for I con- 
cealed the money I had faved. He reprefented the cafe, and obtained a reco- 
covery of about 150 crowns, part of which he returned to us in fuch 


proportions as he thought proper, to provide for the common neceflaries 
of life. 









C H A P. XXXI. 


The autbor engages the friendfhip of tbe rebel-governor, who holds. a council 
about the drvifion of the plunder. . He is in danger of being carried. as a 
flave tinto ‘TURKUMANIA. He leaves ASTRABAD. 








ABA sapoc, a perfon of extraordinary ftature and comelinefs, was 
now appointed governor of the city: the generous air of this man’s 
countenance was the very picture of humanity. As he had great authority 
among 
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among the rebels, I entreated him to be reftored to the ufe of my cham- 
ber and baggage, having had no better lodging the night before than a 
mat in my kitchin, which was open*to the air. Befides the money al- 
ready. mentioned, I took the precaution to conceal half a piece of rich 
filk, expecting by this means to procure the kindnefs of fome perfon in 
power; and accordingly I conveyed to BABA sADoc, as the poor remains of 
my plundered fortunes, as much ofthis as would make a PERs1AN drefs. 
He bid me be comforted, affured me that no harm fhould happen to me, 
and immediately ordered the feal to be taken off my chamber-door; but 
at the fame time he enjoined me to obferve the ftricteft fecrefy, with re- 
gard to the prefent I had made him; for the chiefs already began to be 
jealous of each other about the divifion of the fpoil; and the more as 
they had not yet difcovered the suAn's treafure. The rgth in the morn- 
ing MAHOMMED KHAN BEG and sapoc AGA, with a train of attendants, 
came to my houfe, and carried off feveral bales, concealing others in dif- 
ferent apartments, with a defign to convey them away at night. One of 
the company expoftulated with them, as if they had no authority for 
what they did: but they, confidering themfelves upon an equality with 
their leader, laughed at the admonition. This gave me the ftronger ap- 


prehenfion of the ruin which hung over the heads of thefe rath: young 
men. 


M AHOMMED KHAN BEG, who had before returned me my ‘purfe, now 
demanded. it back with the fame menacing language. However I thought 
it neccflary to be filent upon that fubject, having had already given him 
an anfwer. Upon this occafion sapoc AGA pointed at me with an infult- 
ing fmile, defiring his friend to obferve my appearance, as if he meant 
to ridicule my diftrefs. About noon they affembled at my houfe, where 
they cemande4 a regular account of all my cloth, which I accordinglv de- 
livered to them. Some difficulties bcing ftarted with regard to the meature; 
the perfon «bjecting was foon Glenced by a general declaration, that the 
CHRISTIANS are very regular, as well as juft, in their dealings. 


MAHOMMED KHAN BEG then introduced two of the TURKUMAN 
chicfs, Thefe were the greateft objects of my fear, but they were no les 
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fo of my contempt; Their habits were very coarfe, and their counte- 
nance yet more hard and ill-favoured. They pulled off their boots, and 
came with naked feet on the carpet, where they were received with great 
diftinction by the KHAJARsS, who conducted them to the feat of honour. 
MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, turning towards me, faid, * Thefe are the pil- 
* lagers of countries, who {fow devaftation where-ever they go: you. may 
* now confider them as your merchants.” The TruRKUMANs added, 

** You give us the merchandize of the nussrANs (for fo they called us) 
* will you not give us the Russians alío?" To which: feveral of the 
KHAJARS replied, particularly BABA sapoc, ** What can you do with 
* them?" They anfwered, ** They will do well to keep our fheep." I 
was armed in a confidence of fecurity from the promifes I had received 
of protection; but this declaration of the TURKUMANS increafed my im- 
patience to leave the city at fome rate or other. ‘The affembly then con- 
fulted publicly, and without the leaít referve, how they fhould divide 
the fpoil, and broke up feemingly well fatisfied with their prize. 








The perplexity which I obferved in their councils, gave me very me- 
lancholy prefages of their approaching fate. I had the fatisfa&tion at the 
fame time of thinking there was the lefs danger of their conquering all 
the fouthern coaft of the cAsPIAN, and confequently that the ENGLISH 
factory at GHILAN might efcape falling into their hands. 


The governor of the next province of MAZANDERAN had been in con- 
federacy with them; but upon their inviting him to take arms, he re- 
turned for anfwer, ** That they might fleep in the bed which they ‘had 
* made.” My great anxiety was in what manner I dhould get out of their 
hands. I was firmly of opinion, that their reign could be only for a few 
weeks; and that either the city would be befieged by the sHan’s forces, 
and the inhabitants put to the fword, -or the rebels would be beat in the 
field. But every way I faw danger; for if they left the city behind them, 
they might, in their retreat to the deferts of TURKUMANIA, carry us off 
with every thing they could find: and even if they fucceeded, the TURKU- 
MAN party and intereft would increafe, and I fhould be carried a flave into 
their barbarous country. u 

The 
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The PERSIANS and KHAJARs, who hed a higher fenfe of honour and 
humanity, knew that whatever motives might induce them to rebel a- 
gainft their fovereign, they had no right to rob me. Hence they expref- 
fed an anxious concern for my fecurity, and charged . me very ítri&ly to 
conceal myfelf as much as poffible from the TUuRKuMANs. MAHOMMED 
HASSAN himfelf feemed defirous to fave us from any further misfor- 
tune, and promifed to grant us a pafiport. In times of inteftine com- 
motions the country abounds with flying parties of robbers; moreover, 
the peafants of MAZANDERAN were expected to be in arms; fo that 
HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, into whofe hands neceffity had obliged 
me to throw myfelf, reprefented the great hazard we fhould be expofed 
to in attempting to return to GHILAN ; for which reafon he recommend- 
ed our retiring to fome fecret place in the neighbouring mountains, where 
the PERSIANS, upon.fuch occafions, frequently conceal themfelves. I 
had no fíufpicion of his being fuch a villain as to have a defign againft 
my life; however, I had no opinion of his propofal, and rather chofe to 
go openly out of the city with fuch a guard as I could procure. In this 
I was oppofed by my interpreter, and all my fervants, alledging if I in- 
fitted on putting our efcape to any fuch iffue, they would not attend me. 
With regard to them, I was in the fame circumftances as a mafter in 
re{pect to his mariners after his fhip is wrecked: but whether it was from 
their greater experience, or not, their fears ran very high. 











The 19th, My interpreter MATTEUSE went to MAHOMMED HASSAN, 
to thank him for the protection I had received from him, and to beg the 
continuance of it. The prices of the cloth being demanded of the in- 
terpreter, according to the intimation he had received for that purpofe 
from the KHAJARs, he mentioned twenty per cent more than the real 
value; that the TURKUMAN chiefs, who were then in MAHOMMED 
HASSAN's tent, might receive the higher impreffion of the prefents he 
had made them. Thefe TARTAR allies having now received the price 
of their friendíhip, and expecting little more than the event of a battle, 
began to murmur and talk of returning to their deferts. This conduct 
might naturally be expected of thofe who came only as dogs to a bone, 

..Vor. I. C c and 
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and have much lefs fidelity than is ufually found in that animal. Seve- 
ral of the common TURKUMANs intruded themfelves into my houfe, 
pretending a curiofity to fee us; bug as I afterwards learnt, their real in- 
tention was to confult by what means they might carry us off. 


204 


Fear now taking place of tumultuous joy, the gates of the city were 
ordered to be fhut, and no períon to país in or out without thé knowledge 
of MAHOMMED HASSAN; fo that they already feemed to repent of their 
conduct. In the evening I firft obferved the comet which appeared at 
this time in the heavens, and was now a little to the fouth-weft of my 
habitation. 


The 20th, Sapoc aca declared that in a day or two he intended to 
make incurfions into MAZANDERAN, which was alfo ripe for a revolt; 
but the inhabitants of that province had too mean an opinion of the as- 
TRABAD chiefs, to declare in their favour. HAHDGEE MYRZA MA- 
HOMMED, who had hitherto magnified the difficulties of my efcape, now 
reprefented it more practicable. — With regard to the rebellion he had pul- 
led off the mafk intirely, by the great joy he expreffed upon a report, 
that 4000 deferters from the sHAH’s camp were come in to their affift- 
ance: an event which appeared highly improbable. But fuch was the 
infatuation of thofe miferable people, that they greedily fwallowed down 
this news, which was one inftance of that fatal credulity, which induced 
them to take up arms. The 40co men in fact, proved only to be four 
OUSBEG couriers, »vhcin the snas had fent to KHIEVA for recruits, 
and were now in their way thither. ‘Thefe men boldly reported that the 
suáH had a great army not far from GHILAN. 


The TURKUMANS were already exceeding clamorous, pretending that 
they had been promifed the value of 40,000 crowns in cloth, and a con- 
fiderable fum of money, which they affirmed they had not received in 
any fuch proportion, notwithftanding the suaAn's treafure of 17,000 
crowns had been at length difcovered. Upon this feveral quarrels enfu- 
ed, in which one of the TURKUMANS was cut to pieces, this induced a 


confiderable body of them to retire from the camp. In the interim a cer- 
tain 
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tain woman, in an enthufiaftic, and indeed prophetic rage, ran about 
the ftreets beating * her bréaít, and tearing her hair; faying, ** now for 
* this T—-—d of a KHAN, will this poor city be put to the fword!" 





MAHOMMED KHAN BEG was very inquifitive when I intended to fet 
out on my journey to GHILAN. ‘This gave me fome uneafinefs; for the 
treatment I had received from him,*and the great encomiums he had bhe- 
ftowed on the TURKUMAN chiefs, . made me fufpect, that he would not 
fcruple to point out to them by what means they might carry us off, 
fince they could not obtain us by the general confent of the KHAJARS. 











On the 21ít, The news of the plunder brought an additional rein- 
forcement of one hundred TURKUMANSs to the rebel-camp, who from an 
impatient defire each had of being the firft in paying his refpects to MA- 
HOMMED HASSAN, created {ome difturbance. In thé mean while, as they 
before challenged us in relation to our faith as CHRISTIANS, we were 
now reprefented by fome fuperftitious or malicious perfons, as men who 
did not believe in the fupreme BEING; and indeed I was apprehenfive that 
they meant to draw from this principle a reafon for difpofing of us in what 
manner they pleafed, without the violation of any divine law.. This was 
an opinion of a dangerous tendency, but too grofs to be fwallowed by 
the wifer part of them. The rebels had already taken our TARTAR boy, 
and detained him for fome time: this increafed the panic of the reft 
of my fervants, who at length refolved to fhare my fortune in getting out 
of the town. I was the more impatient to fee myfelf free of all impedi- 
ment, as I determined to feek the sHau, and appeal to him for juftice; 
though I dared not at that time to talk of any fuch matter. 








The 22d, My interpreter delivered to MAHOMMED HASSAN a regular 
account of the real value of the goods; and the better to carry on the 
farce, defired a bill of him for the amount; which he accordingly gave. 
After we had engaged the HAHDGEE to provide us ten of his armed vil- 
lagers as a guard, and agreed for horfes to carry us, we determined to leave 
the town the next day a little before fun-rifing. 


* Meaning MAHOMMED Hassan the tebel.chief. 
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Tbe author arrives at BALFRUSH, and joins a party of tbe sHan’s forces; 
be is obliged to leave his interpreter and fervants at BALFRUsH. The fè- 
veral adventures which befel him in retiring before the TURKUMAN 
TARTARS. 


T was not till the 24th of January that we took our leave of as- 

TRABAD, under the convoy of the HAHDGEE, his brother, his two 
fons, and about twenty armed villagers. Juft without the gates we met 
a party of ço perfons gallantly dreffed, well mounted and armed, who 
were come from MAZANDERAN to join the rebels: I could not 
but confider them as fo many victims to their own folly and rafhnefs. 
We carried with us all our baggage, and even our arms, and arrived fafe 
after a day's journey at KOORDIEMALLA, a village belonging to the 
HAHDGEE. His brother, whofe character was not the moft amiable, 
would have conducted us to his houfe in the adjacent mountain ; but 
we abfolutely refufed to go; in which refolution we. were confirmed by 
the carriers, who expreffed their fears of him by faying: * Gop only 


* knows of his fecret retirements.” 
| It 
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It was my intention to have refrefhed myfelf and horfes, and then to 
have proceeded by. the moft fecret roads without taking up my lodging 
with the HAHDGEE, efpecially as Í Knew that sapoc aca was the next 
day to make an incurfion into MAZANDERAN with a party of TARTARS 
by the common rout. The nanpcer had otherwife determined : he 
imagined I was yet poflefled of fome things of value, and thought it in- 
confiftent with his intereít to fuffer* me to carry them off. His demure 
countenance, and ftrict obfervance of the letter of the law, fhewed him 
to bea true PHARISEE ; for his pretence to a more than common fandtity, 
was but the greater violation of fubítantial virtue, He had now got us 
into his poffeffion, and made no fcruple to declare, that he would not an- 
fwer for our fafety a fingle mile further ; and th.t the carriers, who were 
under his jurifdiction, fhould not proceed with us, unlefs I left my bag- 
gage with him. He mentioned at the fame time a filver-mounted bridle, 
fome gold ftuff, plate, and other things, which he fuppofed were yet in 
my poffeffion. I reprefented to him my impatience to proceed, and that 
I would run all hazards: but he replied with a treacherous fmile, ** vou 
ARE VERY WISE.” This crafty old man, whofe perfidioufnefs was ex- 
ceeded by nothing but his hypocrify, determined to play a cunning game. 
If the rebellion fucceeded, he would make a prize of my baggage ; and if 
it did not fucceed, he would plead his loyalty by preferving it for me, 
under the pretence of affording protection to a perfon, of whofe circum- 
ftances he knew very well the suan muft be minutely acquainted, if I 
eícaped with my life. ‘To prove a man to bea villain by pulling off the 
mafk, in which he thinks himfelf difguifed, oftentimes makes him fuch 
in a more defperate degree ; fo that I was afraid to reproach him, left I 
fhould bring on a worfe evil than the lofs of my baggage; for he pre- 
tended all the while to be highly interefted for my fafety. I faw myfelf 
entirely at his mercy, and was apprehenfive if I had taken my baggage 
from his houfe, I fhould not be able to keep it long from other thieves, 
who might not be fo civil in their manners as this courtly robber. The 
HAHDGEE having entertained us handfomely at fupper, I retired to my 
apartment, where I determined to play the game which he had taught 
me, though upon very different principles, I cut off the filver from my 
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bridle, with the trimmings from my cloaths, and alfo concealed what little 
plate I had. Not knowing how to difpofe of fome-yards of rich filk 
which I had brought off from AsTRABAD, without a fufpicion of hav- 
ing concealed things of value, I now'delivered it to my fervant, who 
wrapped it round his body. Thus hiding every thing that was portable in 
a {mall compafs, I fealed up the remainder. 


Early the next morning I delivered the grofs of my baggage to the 
HAHDGEE, who was very defirous to know why I fealed it up. I told 
him fmiling, ** It is ufual among EUROPEANS, when they leave any 
*« thing in the cuftody of A FRIEND, to ufe this method.” I then defir- 
ed he would reftore me my money which remained in his hands, **other- 
wife, AFTER ALL HIS FRIENDSHIP, I muft perifh on my journey ;" for 
though he knew moft of my affairs, yet he was ignorant that I had faved 
any money. The fum due from the HAHDGEE was about 1 50 crowns, as 
already mentioned, of which he had the charity to pay me about fixty, 
twenty of which was in bad money; and to make up for the inconve- 
nience he fuffered in this cHARITABLE payment, he robbed me of the 
only horfe I had, not belonging to the carriers ; at leaft the horfe was not 
to be found the next morning, and I went away without him. 





We advanced through by-paths about 20 ENGLISH miles, without any 
apparent danger; for the few peafants whom we faw at different times, 
ran from us into the woods, taking us for enemies; and that night we lay 
in the open fields. The 26th, After travelling over ditches, and through 
pathlefs woods, we arrived at a ruined cottage, which was however ve- 
ry acceptable to us in our condition. The greateft concern I had was to 
prevent the sHACKALLs from running away with my accoutrements: 
thefe animals, with which the woods abound, are remarkably fond of 
leather: they are alfo very domeftic, infomuch that feveral of them pafled 
ever my bed during the night. I was determined to part with my 
conductors as foon as convenient; for they fowed rebellion where- 
ever they went. The little children in the villages, taking us for TAR- 
TARS, called out ** TURKUMAN#;” as if they meant to receive us as 
their DELIVERERS. ‘The people every where complained aloud, that the 
SHAH 
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SHAH had reduced them to the extremeft mifery *. We paffed by the 
ruins of the palace at gARABAD, once famous for the refidence of the 
PERSIAN kings. ‘This city having, been often plundered by the TURKU- 
MANS, is now abandoned; there teing only a few PERSIAN and ARME- 
NIAN inhabitants. From hence we pafied toa little village upon a lake, 
where feveral peafants fupport themfelves by catching wild ducks. They 
go in boats during the night, near the marfhy banks, whith are covered 
wih rufhes, and carry great lights on the ftern; then ringing a number of. 
{mall bells, the birds are confounded, and fly into their. very hands. 


The carriers had engaged to conduct. us to BALFRUSH, the capital of 
MAZANDERAN, which was yet about 20 miles diftant ; but hearing that- 
MAHOMMED KHAN, the admiral of the fea-coafts, was levying forces. 
to oppofe the AsTRABAD rebels, they would not proceed with me any 
farther. I was in a country furrounded by marfhes, where no horfes, nor 
any other. cattle were to be had, and therefore defired they would at leaft: 
conduct me to fome place where we could procure horfes ; but this they 
alfo refufed, alledging, that as we were near the fea, we might go by 
water. Accordingly, the 27th in the morning, they conduéted us to a 
poor fifherman’s hut on the fea-coaft; he had a canoe, which was very 
leaky, and too {mall for fix perfons; befides, it could be navigated only 
with oars near the fhore, where the furf ran fo high, that I had no con- 
ception how it was poffible for fuch a boat to convey us 20 miles. I 
therefore repeated my inítances to the carriers, that they would either find 
me horíes according to their engagement, or at leaft carry me where 1 


* Mr. or TER of the academy of paris, who travelled in Persia a few years before this time, men- 
trons a remarkable fpeech which was made him by a poor peafant, when he queflioned him why he 
did not cloath his daughter better. ** You," fays the peafant, ** of this qucftion much at your eafe; 
** but I fancy you do not know napir snanu. Inftead cf thinkirg of our cloaths, it is well if we 
** cap get a morfel of bread: Are wc not cblized to fell all we have to find him moncy, and prevent 
** our being baftonaded to death? They now demand of me three romans (30 crowns) I know not 
** where to get them: My cattle, my flocks, ard my moveables are already carried cff by the suAn's 
** collectors (Mu ua:ssirs.) E have only two or three fheep left, whofe milk {erves to nourifh me, . 
** and this poor girl, whom ! woul! gladly fell, even to a foreigner, if I could get for her the fum they. 
** demand of me: fhe can ney.- se in a worfe condition than fhe is here, efpecially if fhe fhould haye 
** the misfortune to lofe me, whica miwit infallibly happen, if I am not in a condition to pay its 
“4 maney.”” 

could 
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could procure them, They treated my demand with contempt ; which 
obliged me to threaten them to ufe force: upon this two of them, being 
armed with match-locks, lighted theig matches: two had bows and ar- 
rows ; and all of them, being fix in number, had fabres; they alfo put them- 
felves in a pofture of defence. I collected my company, among whom 
were four mufkets, a blunderbufs, and a pair of piftols ; but I could hard- 
by depend on more than two of my fervants. In this fituation we parleyed 
for fome time, till at length I fubmitted to run the rifk of being drown- 
ed; rather than engage in a fray, where I might have more probably 
ended my life, but could not poffibly obtain any honour or advan- 
‘tage, except the precarious ufe of horfes, through a country entirely un- 
known to us. Trufting therefore to providence, we embarked in 
the canoe. We made our way with paddles along the fhore, in four 
or five feet water, within banks of fand, fo that we had breakers 
on both fides of us. Had the wind come from the north, it would 
have been impoffible for the canee to live: but gentle breezes from the 
aft, with the fkilfulnefs of our boatman in this fort of navigation, brought 
us fafe to MESCHEDIZAR. On the 28th, I learnt that the governor of this 
province (MAZANDERAN) had collected a thoufand men to make head 
againft the rebels; but their unwillingnefs to fight, from their difaffec- 
tion to the government, had induced them to feparate; the governor 
himfelf bad alfo retired. However the admiral MAHoMMED KHAN 
was there endeavouring by all means to colle&t a body of forces: SHAH- 
VERDIE BEG, a colonel in the marine, was alfo with him. I fent an 
ARMENIAN fervant to inform them of my arrival, and to beg their pro- 
tection ; on which sHAHVERDIE BEG fent me a horfe handíomely capari- 
foned, and four mules for my fervants. The 30th, We came to BAL- 
FRUSH, where I had the fatisfaction to learn the opinion of the PERSIAN 
merchants, that the sHAH would make good my lofsS ManHoMMED 
KHAN congratulated me on my arrival in his jurifdiction out of the hands 
of the rebels, and told me that I was happy in having efcaped with my 
life; that he was himfelf under very melancholy circumftances, having 
only a {mall number of forces to oppofe the rebels; and that he wiíhed 
to be in GHILAN; but could not return thither, for fear of the king's 
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difpleafure. He recommended to me to continue my rout by water, other- 
wife I muft be expefed again to the rebels in a defencelefs city. I had 
no inclination for any more fuch voyáges, in which, with every puff of 
wind, I muft be expofed to be drovvned, or driven, without any of the 
neceffaries of life, upon a wild and friendlefs fhore. However, to gratify 
the admiral, who knew lefs of the water than many children of five years 
of age, I made enquiry if it was practicable; and found that the inhabi- 
tants of MESCHEDIZAR being afraid of the TuRKUuMANs, had deferted 


the place the day I left it, and that it would be to no purpofe to return 
thither. 


MATTEUSE, my interpreter, was much diftreffed with fatigue and 
fear, and inftead of affifting me with his council, talked of retiring to a 
monaftery, which he thought would be more proper for his age and turn 
of mind, than fuch perilous wanderings ; and refolved at the fame time to 
remain in BALFRUSH. His incapacity of keeping pace on the road, and 
his jealoufy that I did not confide in him, made his company irkfome, 
though he was a very good old man. 


The 31ft, Sapoc aca having now advanced at the head of a party 
of TURKUMANS within a few miles of this city; MAHOMMED KHAN 
went out to reconnoitre his fituation. The kHan had with him only about 
80 men, and though thefe were well mounted and armed, they were too 
few to come to action, had his courage difpofed him to it: nor had the 
TURKUMANS, on the other hand, half fo great an inclination to fight 
as to plunder. Indeed the gallant figure which this party made, in- 
duced me to hope they would not put it to the iffue of an unequal en- 
gagement. On the KHAN’s return to the city, I waited on him, to thank 
him for the advice he had given me; but that it was not practicable to 
follow it; MEscHEDIZAR being deferted by the inhabitants: therefore I 
defired a fupply of horfes for myfelf and fervants. He now feemed 
cold and indifferent to my application ; though, in general terms, he ftill pro- 
mifed I fhould have them, but without faying what number, or when: he 
complained at the fame time, that he did not know but to-morrow might 
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be his laft; as he was neither in a condition to fight, nor, for fear of his 
mafter's difpleafure, dared to retire. 








February the 1ft, I fent a meffage ʻo the KHAN to remind him of his 
promife; and he affured my interpreter, that he would take care of us; 
but did not yet give any orders for horfes or mules. The TARTARS were 
every hour expected in the city ; the fhops were fhut, and every counte- 
nance full of diftraction. Iiefolved therefore to depend no longer on the 
promifes of the KHAN ; but endeavoured to find horfes, mules, or even 
affes, where-ever I could procure them, intending to venture with my 
fervants, if J could get no other company: but I found it impoffible to 
hire any beaft of burthen; forthe greateít part of the people had fled with 
their moft valuable effects, and others were preparing to follow their exam- 
ple. The weather was very rainy, fo that neither the match-locks, nor even 
the fire-locks of the PERsrANs could be of any great ufe to-them againft 
the bows and arrows of the TARTARs. Under thefe circumftances I had 
nothing to do, but prepare to receive my conquerors the fecond time, or to 
walk off by myfelf unattended ; and of thefe alternatives I chofe the former. 
The next day MAHOMMED KHAN, as if he meant to infult me, fent a 
horfe extremely poor in flefh, and mortally diftempered. I was fome 
time in doubt whether I fhould accept of him or not; but at length I 
took my leave of my interpreter and fervants, offering them what money 
they fhould have occafion for ; and leaving with them the rebels paffport, 


I recommended them to providence. 





The TARTARs were already entering one gate, when I went out at 
the other. I fell in with a party who conducted the baggage of Ma- 
HOMMED KHAN, and himfelf with his few forces foon followed; but it 
was not poffible for me to keep pace with them. The TARTAR boy 
followed me on foot; but he foon tired, and entreated me moft earneft- 
ly to take him up behind me. Before we had got fix miles the horfe’s 
hind. quarters gave way, and he fat upon his tail like a dog, fo that we 
were both obliged todifmount. I now began to wifh myfelf in the city 
again, hardly knowing what method to purfue: I had wrapped my bo- 
dy round with foft PERSIAN fafhes, that I might be defended as much pol- 
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fible againft the injuries of the weather at this feafon, which is generally fe- 
vere in thefe parts; (o that I was but in a bad condition for walking. I had 
no guide, and underftood but few v'ofds of the language; however with 
the affiftance of the TARTAR boy who fpoke TURKISH and Russ, L 
found my way to the fea-coaft. I had with mea blunderbufs and a pair 
of piftols, intending to keep on my guard, The peafants generally enter- 
tain an opinion that EUROPEANS have fomething valuable about them ; 
and this was my cafe, for I ftill retained the greateft part of the money 
I had concealed : and it now feemed neceffary to difguife myfelf in the beft 
manner I could. My cloaths were already very mean; and the better to de- 
ceive any robbers, I fet the boy on the horfe, which I led by the bridle, 
as he was yet able to creep along with a {mall weight. There were fe- 
veral rivers to pafs, at which I had the good fortune to find ferries, and 
pleading poverty I pafied gratis. In this manner I continued my journey 
for about ten ENGLISH miles, perplexed, and extremely harraffed. At 
length the KHAN’s company, to my great joy, having halted, I got up 
with them, and procured fhelter from the weather, with a mat to lay on. 
By this time Mr. HoGG * and my RussIAN menial fervant came up with 
me, having had better fortune than myfelf; for the KHAn had procured 
them a conveyance’on horfeback in company with his own fervants. 




















. Early the next day I fent to the KH AN, to acquaint him that it was im- 
poffible to proceed on the horfe which he had fent me: he then ordered 
others, for which he demanded more than five times the value. As I knew 
by experience that the poffeffion of them muft be precarious ; and finding a 
perfon, who offered to fupply us with better horfes for hire, I declined 
the KHAN’s infulting offer. We proceeded a fhort day's journey to a little 
village on the fea-coaft, where we halted, and I was again deprived of my 
horfe. The KHAN now made a feint, as if he intended to ftop the pro- 
grefs of the rebels, who were already advanced in purfuit of him as far 
as AMUL : obferving the beauty of my piftols, which were mount- 
ed with filver, he defired the loan of them, alledging that he was go- 
ing on a party to reconnoitre the rebels. I begged his acceptance of them, 
reminding him at the fame time, that neither myfelf, nor the three per- 





My clerk mentioned in page 85. 
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fons who were yet with me, had any carriage but what depended on 
accident, and the charity of the foldiers: upon ,this-he again affured me, 
through the little TARTAR interpretér, he would take care of us. Af- 
terafew hours abfence he returned in fome confufion, and ordered all the 
avenues in the woods to be guarded to prevent a furprize, a body of re- 
bels being then very near. I had not then eaten any thing for near 40 hours 
except a few parched peafe, fo that b was obliged to beg what I dared not, 
and indeed could not buy, but sHAHVERDIE BEG relieved me. 


Al the men and baggage being collected within the walls of the vr- 
ZIR's houfe, where the KHAN was lodged; I concluded: they either in- 
tended a, fecret flght, or to defend themíelves within thofe walls in cafe 
of an attack.  Iaccordingly joined them, and repeated my inftances for 
horfes whenever they fhould march; on which the KHAN bid me not be 
uneafy, and promifed that he would not leave any of us behind. When 
night came on, they began their march, and I had the mortification to 
find that every thing, even to the leaft valuable baggage, was carried off, 
great patt on very good horfes ; while myfelf, Mr. HOGG, my Ru$s1AN 
fervant, and the little boy, were left alone. My eyes were now opened, 
and'it feemed apparent, that the KHAN meant to make a facrifice of us, 
and that we fhould be fafer in the hands of the TARTAmns than in his; 
nor was I without many felf-reproaches, for my refufal to buy the bad 
horfes which the KHAN had offered me, though his demands were info- 
lent and oppreffive : but I had no experience of fuch a neceffity, nor was I 
accuftomed to fervile compliances, fo that I was eafily betrayed into this 
miftake. I thought indeed the prefent of 60 crowns value in the pi- 
ftols was fufficient to procure the loan of a few bad horfes for 3 or 4 days, 
even upon the narrow principle of gain; but where generofity is a ftran- 
ger, gratitude has feldom any admittance. Trufting to the goodnefs of 
providence I was determined to follow the KHAN, and try if any means 
yet remained to procure fome kind of conveyance. I had not ftrength to 
walk far, and there was a deep water to pafs before we could reach the 
fca-fhore. Here we had the good fortune to, find a ferry, and having 
paffed the river we came into a wood, where the road was deep and 
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marfhy. It rained hard, and the night was very dark ; but the baggage- 
horfes being heavy laden, moved very lowly, fo that I was enabled’ to 
keep up with them. Under tliefe painful circumftances I walked for 
near four miles: being quite jaded, and finding no other expedient, I de~ 
termined to feize the bridle of the horfe on which the Kuan himfelf was 
mounted, and try if the word snan had any magic to bring him to that 
fenfe of duty, which neither his promife, nor the dictates of humanity, 
had yet obtained. Having collected fome broken words, and the copy 
of the sHAn’s decree *, which I had in my pocket, I advanced towards 
the KHAN, and calling him by his name, he halted. My fituation plead- 
ed its own caufe without the affiftance of many. words, and he imme- 











diately ordered his.v1z1R° to take me up behind him.. 


Being thus mounted we went flowly for fome miles, till the KHAN ore 
dered a.horfe loaded with baggage to be delivered to me, for which I 
was to pay 50 crowns, It was too dark to difcover if it wasa horfe, or 
any other animal:. I found that I was obliged to pay a very exorbi- 
tant price for a precarious relief, but I confented, as I now fhould have 
done, if he had afked 500. One of the conductors of the baggage had : 
compaffion on the TARTAR boy, and took him up. As for Mr. HOGG 
and the RussrAN fervant, they had hitherto ftrength to walk; but at 
length Mr. HoGG complained.to me, that he was not able to move any 
farther, and begged I would relieve him with the ufe of my horfe, to 
which I confented ; but I was foon reduced to the alternative of difmounting 
my fellow-traveller, or being left on the fhore. From that time I faw no 
more of Mr. noce till fome days after my arrival in GHILAN, 


The apprehenfions which the kuan had conceived of the TURKU- 
MANS carried him on from feven in the evening, till the fame hour the 
next morning; when after a fhort refreíhment, we continued our march 
till four in the evening. ‘The darknefs of the night had been en- 
creafed by continual rain, whilft the wind, and the beating of the waves 
on the fhore, together with the apprehenfions of a favage cnemy, .added 


* Racan, » Writer, or fecretary. 
horror 
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horror to the fcene. ‘Thefe circumítances rendered my fituation not 
eafy to be underftood, except by thofe who have fuffered the feverities of a 
winter-campaign without any of the necefílaries of life: but inexperience of 
fuch kind of trials adds fome weight to them. I was more than once 
overcome with fleep, and left alone, ftill it was my good fortune to get 
up with my company ; for our march was often interrupted by the rivers, 
which at this time were hardly fordable. 











The 4th, We received intelligence that a body of TARTARs had been 
at the houfe which we left the night before. The fears of mMAHoMMED 
KHAN magnified his danger, infomuch that every fhrub appeared to him as 
a party of the enemy: and during the night he often drew up his men in 
order of battle, and obliged them to keep their matches lighted. This 
‘morning the advanced guard gave the alarm, as if they had difcovered a 
‘body of armed TuRKUMANs pofted in a wood by which we muft pafs, 
the fea being on the oppofite fide. ‘The KHAN immediately changed his 
cloaths, and preparing for battle, gave orders to fire in upon them. When 
I came up, 1 found five miferable wretches weltering in their blood, and 
expiring with the wounds they had received. "This formidable enemy 
proved to be only a party of 20 unarmed AFGHANS, who were going to 
NADIR's camp as recruits. "The next day and night we travelled 20 
hours, and at length halted at a village to refrefh ourfelves, where an odd 
adventure happened to me. I had hired a barber to fhave me, who be- 
ing queftioned if he knew that I was a cHRISTIAN, and confequently 
unclean, left me in the midít of his work. I could hardly forbear laugh- 
ing at the figure I made upon this occafion ; at the fame time I reflected 
on the folly of the man, or rather of his religion. He was indeed right 
in one fenfe; for my cloaths were very dirty, not having been off my 
back for thirteen days. I was now obliged to forget that tendernefs which 
my conftitution feemed to require; and lay on the bare earth, though fome- 
times I had the fortune to procure a little ftraw. 


The inroads of the cAsPIAN, and the torrents from the mountains, 
^ad formed many rivers and channels of water, fome of which were hard- 


ly paflable. The north-wind alfo made fo great a furge on the fhore where 
we 
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we were obliged to pafs, that many horfes belonging to our company were 
thrown down by'its violence, and their riders in danger of being drowned. 
The 6th, I obtained a difcharge cf the baggage under which my horfe la- 
boured: but I found him fo wea« on his legs, that I chofe rather to truft 
to my own in paffing thefe channels, where I feldom efcaped without being 
wet to the mizdle. In the evening we arrived at espucuin, a little village 
on the fea-fhore, where by the kindneís of sHAHVERDIE BEG I procured 
fome refrefhments. I was foon informed that the KHAN was preparing 
to march, which furprized me very much, as there had been no time to 
reft his cavalry: but the ill impreffions which I had received of him, in- 
duced me to go immediately in fearch of intelligence. The village was 
fituated.in a wood very marfhy, and abounding in ditches, and the houfes 
{cattered in a wild irregular manner. I intended to go where the KHAN 
was lodged, but night coming on fuddenly, I knew not which way to 
take, or how to recover my own lodgings; fo that I wandered a confi- 
derable time through ditches and bogs. After being extremely fatigued 
and perplexed, I diícovered a light, and made to it. HereIfound one of 
the aFGHANS, whofe companions I mentioned to have been murdered 
on the fea-fhore: he had fome women with him, and was preparing for 
füght: my figure furprized him, and he made a fhow of defence; but 
when he learnt that my bufinefs was only to find MAHOMMED KHAN, 
he directed me to him. I would now have gladly cleaned myfelf, but that 
was impoflible: the KHAN feemed extremely furprized, and I could 
not explain to him the reafon of fo extraordinary a vifit ; but defired to be 
conducted to my own lodging. ‘The moft ftupid and ungenerous have their 
fits of benevolence. I was agreeably furprized to fee victuals fet before me, 
with water to wafh myfelf, and a pan of charcoals to warm me. As faras 1 
could difcover from geftures, and a few words, the KHAN reprefented Mr. EL- 
T ON's conduct and mine as very extravagant, in attempting to tranfport our 
merchandize through ASTRABAD to MESCHED, and exprefled a great fen- 
fibility of the danger his own perfon had been expofed to in confequence 
of the rebellion. At length I was conducted to my lodging, where I 
found my RussIAN fervant, who had íupported himíclf very well under 
his fatigue, and was extremely faithful to me: he was under the ut- 
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moft anxiety on my account, having in vain fearched.after me for fome 
hours. 


The 7th, After a forced march the xuan, thinking himfelf out of 
danger, gave his women in charge of SHAHVERDIE BEG, and went to 
to TUNICABUNE, where he pretended he would ftop the progrefs of the 
rebels. But the truth was, sapoc AGA, with his TURKUMANs, proceed- 
ed no farther in queft of us; for the news of a powerful diverfion, with 
which the main body of the rebels were threatened in KHORASAN, in- 
duced him to return back. SHAHVERDIE BEG being now detached from 
the KHAN, treated me with the greater civility; but having no conve- 
niences of life with him more than what related to his own perfon, he 
could not affift me with any thing but provifions. 


It is not the cuftom in travelling in PERsIA for any man to come near 
the women, except their lord or his fervants: but the circumftances we 
had been in, prevented a fcrupulous regard to this diftinction, and I had 
once the office, not the moft dignified in PERSIA, of guarding the wo- 
men. My mussiAN fervant had yet p: erved my blunderbufs, which 
appeared very formidable to the PERSIAN ; for I was feveral times afked, 
<< if it carried a ball as big as the bore." T hofe females who are purchafable 
like other animals, and change their mafter.as often as their-cloaths, are 
but ill entitled to a defence that may endanger one’s life; though there are 
others of the fex for whom one would dare to die. The roads through the 
woods were very marfhy, whilft the fand on the fhore, and the trees which 
the fea had wafhed down, rendered travelling very difagreeable ; but the 
temperate quality of the air was extremely refrefhing. I now firft obferved 
the delightful fituation of many receffes in the mountains, where they have 
plenty of delicious running water, with a profufion of vines, orange, and 
lemon trees. 


The 1cth, We had paffed through the whole province of MAZAN- 
DERAN, great par. of it in the night, and confequently with very little 
opportunity of chfervation, had my mind been enough con.pofed for it. 
In three and twenty days, fince the city of AsTRABAD was taken Men 
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rebels, I had not enjoyed an hour of fecurity, or unbroken fleep. We 
were drawing neas to LANGAROOD, whence I had departed about feven 
weeks before, and was Now as de 1rous to fee it again, asif it had been 
my proper home. Mr. ELTON having been informed that I was on the 
road, fent Mr. LorFTus his interpreter, with a fervant, and one of his beft 
horfes, to meet me. I was much furprized to find, that the news of the 
ASTRABAD rebellion had not reachéd Mr. ELTON above two days, though 
the diftance does not much exceed 200 miles: but there is no civilized 
country, if PERsIA may be called fuch, where there is fo little communi- 
cation, or more irregular intelligence. 


I took my leave of sHAHVERDIE BEG, and returned him my fincereft 
thanks for the kindnefs he had fhewn me, to which my prefervation was 
in a great degree owing: it was therefore the greater concern to me to. 
hear, that the character he bore was not much fuperior to that of MA- 
HOMMED KHAN. The sHAuH, not long before this time, had given s HAH- 
VERDIE BEG dire&ions about the execution of a certain bufinefs, and 
ordered him at the fame time to be baftinadoed. The king then afked 
him: ** Do you know why you have bcen beaten ?" He anfwered in the 
negative: ** It is," fays the sł M, ** that in remembring the blows, you 
* may remember alfo the charge I have given you; and without which 
* I am fure you would have forgotten it.” Extraordinary as this conduct 
may appear, it was an inftance of NADIR’s fagacity, according to the 
principles by which he was generally directed. For sHAHVERDIE BEG, 
though my friend, was a tboughtlefs, vain fellow, whofe affinity with 
fome great men in the camp, had been the only means of faving him 
more than once from much feverer punifhments. I related to Mr. LOF- 
TUS the tre:tment I had received from MAHOMMED KHAN, and foon 
difcovered that Mr ELTON and the KHAN were not friends. The lat- 
ter was envious of Mr. Er ToN's growing power with the sunan, and in- 
ftead of forwarding, fought to obftru& the new defign of building fhips 
on the CASPIAN ; and knowing the relation I had to Mr. zr rox, he had 
acted, as the wader may judge, as if he was very indifferent about my pre- 


fervation. 
Vor. I. Ee CHAP. 
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The author is kindly received by Mr. £..ToN. He refolves to go in fearch of 
the suau ; and in tbe way is recetveq by H AHDGEE ZAMON with great po- 
litenefs. Character of MAHOMMED KHAN. State of PERSIA in regard to 
rebellion. PERSIAN manner of eating, and the nature of their beds. 


R. ELTON received me with open arms, and congratulated me on 

having efcaped with my life and liberty. He feemed confident 
that the sH AH would do us juftice, and indeed the people, as I came a- 
long, were every where of that opinion, though they very much arraign- 
ed his prudence and my own for making this attempt. I had already re- 
folved, if neceffary, to go in fearch of the suam, who was then in 
TURKEY ; but my legs and feet were much fwelled and bruifed, my boots 
not having been off for fixteen days: fome time was alío neceflary to pro- 
vide myfelf frefh cloathing, not having faved any part of what I carried 
to ASTRABAD. 








I acquainted Mr. ELTON where I had left MATTEUSE, and the other 
ARMENIAN fervant, and alfo my clerk Mr. HOGG, whofe fituation I was 
very apprehenfive would expofe him to fome misfortune. Mr. ELTON 
immediately fent fervants and horfes in queft of him, and after a few 
days he was brought home. He had overtaken MAHOMMED KHAN 
near the borders of ciurAN, who according to the treatment I had 
received of him, had provided Mr. nocc a horfe, for which he was to 
pay a confiderable price, though the beaft fell under him before he had 
advanced two miles. Mr. HoGG now appeared as a man expiring in a 
lingering confumption: he had been two days and three nights expofed 
to the cold and rain without any food or fhelter; five fcveral times rob- 
bed, till they left him almoft naked, and being often in danger of his 
life, was at length rclicved by the charity of fome monks *, whofe retreat 
in the mountains he had the good fortune to diícover. As to MAT- 
XEUsE, and the other ARMENIAN whom I left at BALFRusH, they did 


a There are certain pEBVISES, or religious men among the PERSIANS, who lead a reclufe life. 
not 
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not come home till three weeks after, fo that they efcaped thefe fevere 
hardfhips. Sapo aca gave thema paflport at BALFRUSH under his 
feal, the pompous ftyle of whicb, :onfidering his circumftances, will give 


the reader an idea of oriental lang. age, as well as of peRsIAN folly. 





« 'To the victorious armies be it known, that MATTEUSE the ARMENIAN 
« is here. Let him not be molefted, but live under our fhadow.’ 


The 12th, I received the news, that Mr. PANTON, one of the ENGLISH 
factors, died of a jaundice at CAsBIN, in his way to MESCHED. He was 
the fifth perfon that died fince 1740 out of fixteen EUROPEANS,’ who had 
been employed in the BRITISH CASPIAN trade. 











Mr. ELTON finding that he could not procure men for the fhip-yard, 
notwithftanding sHAHVERDIE BEG had received the sHAn’s orders to fup- 
ply them; fent out a fmall party armed with clubs to take them by force; 
but inftead of executing their bufinefs, they laid down their arms, and 
deferted. This had irritated sHAVERDIE BEG in fuch a manner, that we 
expected to be attacked in our turn. Being thus upon terms of enmity, 
Mr. ELTON ordered the two three pounders, which were planted before 
his door, to be loaded with cartridge.fhot; and we all put ourfelves in 
a pofture of defence. 








As I had already been fufficiently entertained in the hoftile way, and 
fhould.not have chofen to pierce that breaft ^, to which I bad been a few 
days before indebted for my prefervation, I took my leave of Mr. ELTON, 
and fet out for REesup. It had rained inceffantly for feveral days, which 
rendered the roads extremely bad, till we advanced higher into the moun- 
tain, where the foil is gravelly. Though GHILAN was reputed to be 
under the leaft unhappy circumítances of any province in PERSIA, yet 
the villages were in a very ruinous condition. From rANGAROOD to 
LAHIJAN is abcut feven ENGLISH miles: the latter being on an emi- 
nence, and dry, is efteemed the moft wholíome in the province; for here 
the mountains open a paffage for the wind. The rains had filled a large 
fpot of ground, and formed a íquare regular piece of water, in which 
were abundance of wild fowl: in the centre of it ftood a grove upon a 

b SHAVERDIR BEG. 
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rifing ground, which ferved to beautify the profpect, and render it as de- 
lightful as the rudenefs of the feafog vould admit. Here I was received 
by HAHDGEE ZAMON, who was diftinguifhed for his good fenfe, as well 
as duthority in that place. 


The ptrg’ns, who boaft of the antiquity of their monarchy and go- 
vernment, have ftill a remembrancé of. that learning and politenefs for 
which they have been for fo many ages diftinguifhed all over asta. Being 
ignorant of the vaft improvements that are made by their neighbours 
the RussIANs, they confider themfelves in general as greatly fuperior to 
them; the truth is, they fee very few but their unpolifhed merchants, 
or ruder feamen. During our perilous journey through MAZANDERAN, 
.my RUSSIAN fervant had always flept in the fame apartment with me ; and 
now forgetting the diftinction, he came into the room where we fat, and 
fell afleep. I begged the HAHDGEE’s pardon, which with great politenefs 
he granted ; but not without making fome remarks on the unpolifhed 
manners of the RusstANs; adding however that under their govern- 
ment GHILAN was rich, mil that he believed the inhabitants would not 
think it any unhappinefs if the RussrANs were again mafters of that 
province. He then complained aloud of the prefent government, re- 
flecting on the meannefs. of NApDIR’s birth, and .of the perfons em- 
ployed by him; fpeaking in favour of none of the grandees, except 
KASSIM KHAN, and MUSTAPHA KHAN. I took notice to him in 
what manner I had been treated by MAHOMMED KHAN: “ You muft 
** not be furprized,” fays he, “ MAHOMMED KHAN is a very mean períon. 
« A few years fince he was fent to the river AT TOK, to build rafts for 
« the army, when the snan made his expedition into iNp1A. The 
« KHAN had alfo orders to collect provifions, which he performed to 
« the fatisfaction of the snam. He was afterwards fent to MAZANDE- 
« RAN to collect timber to be tranfported by land a-crofs the PERSIAN 
* empire to GAMBROON ; this he performed, though at the price of the 
« ruin of that province, of which he was afterwards made governor. 
« There he collected the taxes, according to the ftyle of this country, ve- 
“« ry well; that is, with the utmoft oppreffion, I am amazed at his 
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** treatment of you : it is true, he is extremely avaritious; but the protec- 
** tion and even hofpicality you was entitled to upon every principle of 
* juftice, could not have coft him any thing; and would have been high-. 
** ]y to his reputation: however yóu fee how mean a foul he has." Mr. 
LOFTUS, whom Mr. ELTON had now lent me as an interpreter, then 
took notice, that fome officers and foldiers belonging to mAHOMMED: 
KHAN, knowing we were going to the camp, had defired him to fay no- 
thing concerning the conduct of their general, who had behaved as ill tọ- 
Mr. ELTON. in the maritime bufinefs, as he had done to me in my di(— 
treís. 








It is common for men in the fulnefs of the heart to complain of the 
evils they fuffer, even when they enjoy a large portion of. good. The 
HAHDGEE, who faw. the miferies of his country, and had been pillaged in 
common with others, now broke out into many exclamations. “I muft 
** confefs,” fays he, ** our king is.a man of great natural parts, and in- 
“ flexibly juft in fome inftances; but he acts as if he meant to. ruin this 
“ poor country by the moft defpicable.inftruments: he employs only 
* men of the loweft birth and edücation. It is true, he has cut off num- 
** bers of them for their wickednefs; but they are infatuated, and take no 
* warning. The snan himfelf is in his nature cruel; but thefe men im- 
“ prove on his cruelty: if they are fent to take my cap, they take my 
** head alfo: for the diftance of the court often encourages their infolence. 
“ Opprefiion will make a wife man mad; and defpair will drive people 
“ to rebellion, of which you have lately had a fad experience. When the 
** farmers hear of infurrections near them, they oftentimes refufe not on- 
“ ly to pay their taxes, but their rents alfo: this fometimes involves us 
** in extreme mifery : but the greateft diftrefs of this country 1s owing to 
“ robbers, who bring all things into confufion, and thefe are the conftant. 
“ attendants upon rebellions.” 














Supper being now brought in, a fervant prefented a bafon of water, 
and a napkin hung over his fhoulders: he went to every one in the. 
company, and poured water on their hands to wath. In the court-yard 
(tood a large lamp, which was fupplied with tallow, and in the middle of 
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the room upon the floor, was one large wax-candle ; *which they ínuffed 
with fciffers into a tea-cup of water. A large fdlver.in form of a tea- 
board was fet before every perfon, covered with a plate of pleo, on which 
was a {mall quantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits and fpices. 
‘There were alfo plates of comafits, feveral china-bafons of fherbets *, as fweet, 
four, and other waters, with cakes of rice, and others of wheat flower, on 
which were {prinkled the feeds of poppies, and others of the like nature. 
Ag they efteem it an abomination to cut either bread, or any. kind of meat, 
after it is dreffed, thefe cakes are made thin, that they may be eafiby bro- 
ken with the hand, and their meat, which is generally mutton, or fowls, 
is fo prepared, that they divide it with their fingers. When every thing 
was fet in order before them, they eat faft, and without any ceremony, 
feeding themfelves with their fingers. It muft be confeffed, that the PER- 
SIANS are not very nice in their manner of eating; for they greafe their 
hands, and befmear their beards. Supper was no fooner over, than warm 
water was brought to wafh, which being done, they refumed their dif- 
coürfe. And here it is worthy of remark, that when the oldeft man in 
the company fpeaks, though he be poor, and fet at the lower end of the 
room, they all give a {trict attention to his words. 



















Soon after fupper the company retired, and beds were taken out of 
nitches made in the wall for that purpofe, and laid on the carpets. ‘They 
confifted only of two thick cotton quilts, one of which was folded double, 
and ferved as a mattrefs, and the other as a covering, witha large flat pil- 
low for the head. The Persians ufually fleep in their under garment 
and drawers, by which means they are lefs fubje& to catch cold than we 
are, as well as much fooner drefled and undreífed. I was {truck with 
this fimplicity which renders ufelefs fo many things, that in EUROPE are 
thought effential to the well-being of life. "This is the ordinary method ; 
but their princes and great men, who indulge themíelves in a higher 
tafte, ufe fheets, and other delicate appurtenances of a bed; though with- 
out any of that parade which is practifed in EUROPE ; nor do they crowd 
their apartments with unneceffary and fuperfluous faroitwre, i 


c This isa Pz&s1AN word, though well underftood in zuRorz. T! 
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The 18th, I fet forward for REsHD, well fatisfied with the lat night's 
entertainment. I found the trees blown down, and the roads much 
broken up; the fafcines of which they were made, being uncovered. 
Though in general the country is marfhy, yet the bridges are quite neglect- 
ed. It rained inceffantly for nine hours very heavily. Paffing by feveral 
plantations of mulberry-trees, and the burying-ground of fome of my 
countrymen lately dead, I arrived the next day at Resup, where Mr. EL- 
TON had his houfe for commercial affairs. Here I was vifited by Mr. 
BROWN and Mr. wirprm, the only two ENGLISH gentlemen in that ci- 
ty, Mr. vAN MIEROP being gone to MEscHED. Though there was a 
great jealoufy fubfifting between Mr. Brown and Mr. ELTON, yet I re- 
ceived great marks of friendfhip and politenefs from the former: I had 
alfo a vifit from three FRENCH miflionaries, of whom one profefled phy~ 
fick, and was afterwards in great efteem with NADIR sHAH, having cur- 
ed him of a dangerous diforder. The suAH expreffed his gratitude by fe- 
veral prefents of value ; but this miffionary happening unluckily to be in the 
camp when NADIR was put to death*; he was ftripped, and narrowly e- 
{caped being murdered. They were all three fenfible, polite. men, par- 
ticularly father Le GARDE, who had been many years in PERSIA, and réfided 
at ISFAHAN, when it was taken by the AFGHANs, and of whom I learnt 
fome particulars in relation to NADIR SHAH. 






















The 2oth, I vifited onpo KOULI BEG, governor of the province, 
whofe ufual refidence is in ResRp.' Here I had a fpecimen of PERSIAN 
infolence, by the oppofition which, without any authority, and contra- 
ry to cuftom, a creature of MAHOMMED KHAN made to my going into 
the governor’s prefence. The governor, who was an old man, received me 
with great civility, and as the cuffom of Europeans is well known in 
this province, he immediately ordered a chair to be fet for me. Iac- 
quainted him of the misfortune that had befallen me, and that I was go- 
ing to feek juitice of the snan ; and therefore defired he would inform 
me where I fhould moft probably find him. He faid he could not give 
me any exact intelligence, but believed the suan would be in TURKEY, 











4 Above three years after this time. 
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or*not far from the borders of svR1A. ‘The apartment was full of people 
feated on NzzMETs* fpread round the fides of the toom, the fervants and 
foldiers ftanding in the fquare below. , I took my leave of the governor, 
and paid a vifit to M. BAKOONIN the RussIAN conful: As he feemed to 
have always a defire to render the BRITISH factors of as little confidera- 
tion as poffible in the eye of the PERs1ANs, he did not return my vifit in 
three days: but being difpofed to culttvate a good underftanding with him, 
I fent him word, that I was forry for his iNpisPosrT10N ; he underftood 
the reproof, and immediately came to fee me that very day, making ma- 
ny excufes for his delay. 








Having provided myfelf with cloaths, bedding, and kitchen furniture, 
likewife with tents, mules, and horfes, as well as fire-locks and fabres for 
my five attendants, the 26th I fet outon my journey. I obferved on this 
occafion, that large mules are as dear here as in PORTUGAL; one, I re- 
member, coft me 250 crowns‘: they are incomparably the moft ufe- 
ful animal in rocky countries, being very fure footed, and able to carry 
great burthens for long journies. "The country here about abounds with 
fields of rice, and plantations of mulberry-trees : fome of the mountains 
are covered with cvprus-trees, others are naked rocks rifing upon rocks to 
a vaft height: lawns and arable lands with fome mean villages are inter- 
fperfed in the valleys. We travelled this day to KoHTUNE, which is about 18 
miles from RESHD; the elders of the place being abfent, we were obliged to 
fet up in a caravanferai, which was really an old ftable in ruin: from 
KOHTUNE, for 5 or 6 englifh miles the country is marfhy.  Paffing the 
river KIZILAZAN we afcended the mountains by the RAHDAR * of NOG- 
LABAR, where, having no merchandize, we paffed for a {mall acknow- 
ledgment. From thence we proceeded 22 miles to RUSTUMABAD, a ru- 
ined caravanferai, famous for having been the rendezvous of a‘band of 
robbers: From thence through tuAuH 16 miles to ROODBAR, on the 
banks of the river KiziLAsAN ; the country is well covered with olive, 
‘orange, and other trees, and in the neighbourhood there is alfo dry ara- 
ble land. This place lies on the declivity of a hill, from whence runs a 


£ Felts of camels hair. 4 Sixty-two pounds ten fhillings. e 4 PERSIAN toll. 
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ftream of water conveyed by channels to the roots of the olive-treef, 
which the peafants *cultivate with great affiduity. ‘The heat of the wea- 
ther, though we were now in February, fatigued us extremely. 





The 28th, We paffed the kiziLAZAN in canoes, into which we load- 
ed our baggage, and fwam over our horfes and mules; the ftream was 
fo rapid, that it carried fome of them near a quarter of a mile. As we 
afcended the mountains, the climate was much altered, and the wind blew 
fo hard, that we were obliged to difmount, for fear of being blown down 
the precipice, for in many places the path is not two feet wide. The 
mountain rifes fteep on one fide, and the valley, in which are fome branches 
of the KIZILAZAN, is on the other. We travelled this day about 18 miles. 
The day following the road was very bad ; for we were obliged to pafs 
the fame river about thirty times in two hours, as the path on different 
fides conduéted us, while the rocks rofe perpendicular from the river, 
We came about 25 miles to a caravanferai very much ruined, where we 
thought it neceffary to keep a ftrict watch. 


The ift of March, we travelled three FARsANGS £ over mountains : 
this paffage is fo extremely narrow, that part of the sHAH’s army, in paí- 
fing that way not many months before, loft feveral men and horfes, which 
tumbled down the precipices. At length we came upon the great plain 
of cAsBIN, which was covered three feet deep with ínow: a narrow 
foot-path was trodden, but our horfes and mules often tumbled from it, 
and plunged into the fnow; upon which occafions we were obliged to un- 
load the mules in order to recover the path. ‘The reflection of the fun 
upon the {now became fo extremely painful to my eyes, that I could not 
proceed on my journey without great difficulty. The little villages upon 
this plain are built fo, that half the houfes are under the furface of the 
earth, and the tops of them formed into a cone, for the conveniency of 
carrving off the fínow. We arrived that evening to a little village near AGA- 
BABA, Where we were obliged to take up with a ruined ftable, and alfo 
to keep watch all night. The day following we fet out fome time be- 





f This place is fuppofed to be the FAUCES HYRCANI Æ. © 12 miles, 
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flre fun-rife, as well to avoid the danger of being blinded by the reflection 
of the fun-beams, as to enjoy the benefit of a firmer rbad. 











C H A P. XXXIV. 


Defcription of tbe city of CAsB1N, agd of tbe palace built by NADIR SHAH. 
Converfation with a PERSIAN merchant with regard ta tbe trade of PER- 


gia. Further converfation with the fame merchant concerning tha cala- 
 muitous condition of PERSIA. 








EING arrived at cAsBiN, I paid my compliments to HAHDGEE 
.ABDULCRIM, the greateft merchant in the place. He provided me 
| with a good houfe near his own, and told me that I muft fubmit to ftay 
. fome time in that city, as it was impoffible to proceed on my journey on 
account of the fnow ; adding that 800 arenans were in the city, who 
had been for fome time prevented from continuing their march to the 
camp;-and that for the fame reafon 50 camels loaden with rice for the 
ufe of the su An's army, had been obliged to return after one day's jour- 
ney. Several couriers arrived, fome of whom had their eyes fo injured 
by the refle&ion of the fun on the fnow, that they could not fee at all. 
‘Fhe HAHDGEE obferved further, that they muft fubmit to this inconve- 
nience, for the plenty of their harveft depended in a great meafure on the 
faow.. The houfes here are for the-moft part below the furface of the 
earth, as are many of the gardens joining to them, to obtain the conve- 
nience of water, which is brought to them from a confiderable diftance 
in channele; for as we ufually bring water up to our houfes, they level 
their houfes to the water, which however are not the lefs agreeable in hot 
weather: they are generally built with fun-dried bricks, and their ce- 
ment is a ftrong lime: the roofs are flat, fo that it is eafy and familiar to 
fleep on the houfe-tops. Thefe buildings are enclofed with a mud-wall ; 
they confift of two divifions, the outer ftands in a large area, and confifts 
of a fpacious room *, one fide of which is open, and fupported with pil- 
lars. In thefe they difpatch their bufinefs, and alfo eat, when they do 
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not retire to the women's apartment. There are nitches in the wall, whith 
anfwer the purpofe-of tables: the.floors are covered with large worfted 
carpets ; and on the fides of the room are felts about a yard broad, and afe 
generally two or three yards long; thefe are’ called NzzME Ts, as already 
mentioned, and are made either with wool, or camels hair, and being very 
thick and foft, are ufed for fitting upon. Ih the wings of this apartment 
there are frnaller rootns for lodging : and in the fame yard are apartments 
for the fervants, and alfo their ftables. On the back part of this building is 
another, likewife enclofed by a wall; which, for the fake of privacy, is gë- 
nerally entered by two turnings: here is the women's apartment , into 
which tio man is fuffered to enter except the mafter of it. 














. The water in CASBIN has an exceeding bad reputation; I corrected its 
quality by boiling raifins and barley with it, by which means none of us 
found any inconvenience. ‘The badnefs of this water, with the fudden 
changes of the weather, affect ftrangers in fuch a manner, that it is re- 
markable that numbers leave records of their ficknefs in writings on the 
walls of the great caravanferai. 








This city ftands on very high land, though a plain, which is furround- 
ed with mountains at fome miles diftance ; the air is fine and fubtil. In 
fummer the heats and colds alternately fucceed each other, and though the 
days are very hot, in the nights the winds are extremely piercing ; the a- 
bundance of fruit which the common people eat, contributes greatly to the 
unwholefomenefs of the place. The 3d, I vifited the HAHDGEE, who in- 
fitted on my dining with him: their hour is about 11 in the morning ; 
he had milks differently prepared, cheefe fomewhat like our curds, com- 
fits, and cakes of bread. It is the cuftom here, as in moft parts of ASIA, 
to make but two meals, of which the moft confiderable is in the evening, 
as practifed in the fouthern parts of Eu RoPz : and at this feafon of the year 
they begin to fleep two or three hours after dinner. The HAHDGEE en- 
enquired how I liked PERs1A: I told him ASTRABAD and RESHD were 
the only places I had feen; that he knew I was but ill treated in the for- 











> Haram, this word fignifies prohibited to men. 
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mer: he then enquired after that.rebellion, and informed me with a feem- 
ing concern, that thofe rebels were already defeated. 1 acquainted him 
upon what bufinefs I was going, and afked his opinion of it; to which he 
anfwered: * You may be perfectly affured the king will do you juftice. 
« One of our own merchants lately fold the value of 20,000 crowns to 
« the BASHA of BABYLON, for the payment of which he received an order 
* on the BASHA of BAssORA ; in the interim the sHau befieged BAsso- 
* RA, fo that the BAsHA refufed payment. ‘The merchant then com- 
« plained to the suam, who immediately ordered him payment out of a- 
« ny of his treafuries he fhould chufe ; and accordingly he has been paid 
/* 10,000 crowns in RESHD, 5000 in ISFAHAN, and 5000 at CASHAN. 
« The BAsHA, not caring to be out-done in generofity, has repaid the 
* money to the snan.” He then added further: ** You ought to thank 
* Gop for your misfortune; if you had not been plundered im AsTRA- 
* BAD, fome worfe evil would have befallen you. The trade to ME- 
** SCHED is not proper for EUROPEANS; there is no-body can take off 
* goods in any large quantities; the PERSIAN merchants are extremely 
* poor." I obíerved to him, that the ENGLISH company at ISFAHAN 
had formerly a confiderable trade all over the empire, and particularly in 
ISFAHAN and casBIN. To which he replied: ** cAssiN had then 
« twelve thoufand houfes inhabited, and now it has only eleven hundred ; 
« fee from this eminence how this poor city is in ruins! nor is ISFAHAN 
* much better; that city had formerly a hundred thoufand houfes well 
* inhabited, of which many were not much inferior in fplendor to the 
* royal palace, which is the glory of the world: but incredible as it 
*« may feem to you, I am affured that only 5000 houfes are now inha- 
* bited. I have formerly been at isFAHAN with a caravan of 30,000 
* crowns value, and in lefs than three months returned home with my 
** capital, and a profit of 4000; now I could not fell 3000 crowns in ten 
** months. Alas! fir, you know not to what mifery we are reduced." 
To this I replied: * I am very forry to hear your complaints, and to fee 
« fo much reaíon for them; for CAsBIN indeed appears in ruins. When 
* your fovereign has accomplifhed his defigns, furely he will change his 
** fyftem : he can never mean to deftroy the people ; for that would be in 
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« effect to deftroy himfelf. In Europe he is confidered as a great prince. 
* and conqueror, who’ has reftored the PERSIAN monarchy, and filled the 
** royal treafuries with the fpoils of inpia. I am very fenfible-that it fel-- 
* dom happens, that the ambition of princes contributes to the. happinefs. 
** of their people, though it often occafions their mifery.. We have had 
* many inftances of this in EUROPE. It is true, the king of sewEDEN 
* was at length as unfortunate as hie was rafh: and FRANCE, which is. 
* one of the moft formidable powers in EuROPE, has lately diftreffed her 
* fubjects extremely by this vain defire of conqueft" The HAHDGEE 
replied : ** Who was it that reftored the. PERSIAN.empire but the PER> 
* sIANs ; and who affifted the king to conquer INDIA but the PERSIANS? 
* He has now a foreign force, and governs us with an army of TARTARs.- 
The circumftances I was in, made me think it. proper. to decline a further 
difcuffion of fo tender a point, and I.took. my leave. 





I then went to fee the new palace which NADIR sHAuH had built in this. 
city adjoining the old one: the entrance of it is formed by an avenue of lofty 
trees near three hundred yards long, and fifteen or twenty broad.. The: 
wall round it is about an ENGLIsH mile and a half in circumference ; it is. 
thick and lofty, having only one. entrance, which is an arched gate; the: 
top of this gate projects, and is formed into many {mall fquares: within 
are four. large fquares, with lofty trees, fountains, and running water, which 
make the place awful and majeftic. ‘The apartments are raifed about fix 
feet from the ground: the arvan, or open hall, is. in the center; and. 
fhuts in. with falling doors. ‘The apartments are ornamented in an: IN- 
DIAN taíte; and the cielings formed into {mall fquares, imbellifhed with. 
writings of moral fentences in very legible characters: moft of the win- 
dows are of thick-coloured glafs, made tranfparent, and painted with fuch. 
art, aríd in fuch proper fhades, that the glaís feems cut into the feveral 
figures it is defigned to reprefent: many of the floors are only of hard 
earth, others of a compofition of beaten ftone: the feeming. defect. 
in this inftance is made up by the. conftant ufe of carpets. 


The BARRAM is magnificent, confifting of a fquare within its own 
wall of brick, about 30 feet high and 2: thick: there are’ four diftin@ 
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apartments, in fome of which are fountains, which ferve to moderate the 
heat of fummer, by giving the air a refrefhing coolnefg. ‘The rooms are 
lined with srocco work, painted fn “the 1NDrAN tafte, with birds and 
flowers of different nragnitudes, the colours beautiful, and fet off with 
gilt edgings: the apartments have {mall chimney-pieces in a mean táfte, 
and fome are ornamented with looking-glaffes in fmall fquares, of ma- 
ny different dimenfions, fet into the walls. There are fome few apart- 
ments below ground, admirably contrived for coolnefs. Near the HAR- 
RAM is the EUNUCH’s apartment, remarkable only for its having but one 
door, and that a very ftrong one. ‘The brick of which the whole of the 
modern building is made, appears to be ill prepared for duration. Here 
are alfo fome old apartments built by suan ABAs yet ftanding, in which 
are fome bad pieces of EUROPEAN figures by EUROPEAN painters: the 
PERSIANS themfelves are as ighorant of fhades as the CHINESE. The apart- 
ment, where the suan kept his cassin treafury, I was not permitted to 
fee, not even the place where it ftood: they faid he had above twenty 
millions of crowns‘ there, of which part was in large ingots of gold, run 
into Cavities in the earth, the better to fecure it from being plundered. 








CasBIN is famous for having driven out the AFGHANS on their firft 
coming into PERSIA ; but their revolt coft dear to the inhabitants of Isr A- 
HAN, as I fhall hereafter relate. This city is inclofed within a wall a- 
bove a mile in each fquare, with a great number of regular turrets and 
port-holes for arrows. It is famous in ftory, as being one of the chief 
cities of the antient PARTHIA, the refidence of many of the PERSIAN 
kings, and the burial-place of EPHESTION the favourite of ALEXANDER 
the GREAT. 


The gth, Though the fun was warm, . yet as the {now lay very deep, it 
was impoflible to attempt the profecution of my journey ; and here were 
feveral companies and caravans in the fame circumftances. I thought my- 
felf very happily lodged in the HaHDGEE’s houfe; but fome part of it 
partook of the common ruin: for this day the top of the ftable, in 
which my horfes and mules were lodged, tumbled in; and it was with 





* Four millions of our money. 
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difficulty we faved them from being fuffocated ; but by a fingular good 


fortune they efcaped with a few bruizes only. 


_ The ioth, This being the PeRs1AN new-years day, I went to pay my 
compliments to the HAHDGEE, aná to with him happinefs. ** Alas," faid 
he, ** what happinefs have we to expect? Iam now paying gooo crowns 
** a year to the sH AH in duties, and he demands sooo more for fubfift- 
* ence-money ; how am I to fupport my family? I am fure my trade 
* will not do it; if the king goes on at this rate, in another year we moft 
* make money of wood, for neither gold nor filver will appear except in 
** his treafuries. Nor is this the only calamity under which we groan ;. 
** we are often beaten for what we have not:. Human flefh and bones can. 
* never agree with a ftick; what are men to do under fuch circumftances ? 

** If they do not take up arms againft their fovereign,. they muft fly their 
* country. I know that our king is a very extraordinary perfon; but he 
** has no mercy, arid acts more like a thief than a king.” This difcourfe. 
feemed to be the fequel of what he had a mind to fay a few days before: 

I made anfwer, ** I apprehend, Sir, the conqueft-of the arcHans about. 
‘© 20 years ago, and the ravages committed in confequence of foreign wars. 
** and inteftine broils, have given a wrong bent to the minds of the PER- 

* s1ANs; many of them certainly deferve chaftifement, and their punifh- 
* ment muft often involve the innocent in great calamities. It is true, I 

** do not underftand the politics of your king; but I hope he has fome 

** good in ftore for you." At this the company, feveral -perfons being pre-- 
fent, lifting up their eyes to heaven, prayed that it might be fo. The. 
HAHDGEE then refumed the difcourfe, and afked me, ** what I had ob-- 
* ferved in PERSIA”: Itold him, * that where-ever I had been, there 

** feemed to be a: great want of people, of induftry, and of money:" to 

which he replied, ** I have already told you in what diftrefs we are in for 

* want of money, and. with what cruelty we are treated : this has induced 

« thoufands of our people to fly for fhelter into Inp1a‘: and though we 




















4 There has been always a confiderable number of Persians fettled ininpra, particularly in the 
trading towns on the coaft of cornoMANDEL and MALABAR; but the HAHDGEE alluded to thofe who . 
had taken refuge in the northern and weitcrn parts of INDIA. 
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** hate the TU Ks more than we do the cuRISTIANS ; yet it is incredible 
** what a number of -PERsIANs have. taken refuge in TURKEY.” 








This fort of difcourfe, however interefting to the PERSIANS, was not 
altogether proper for me. J obferved they made no fort of {cruple of call- 
ing their king a RASCAL °; nor was he ignorant in general in what man- 
ner they treated him; hut he punifhed only thofe perfons who were 


acute and refined in their lampoons, as I fhall have occafion more fully to 
explain hereafter. 


I had this day an opportunity of obferving how ill the priefts in fome 
countries inftruct the people in the effentials of religion; my RUSSIAN 
-fervant, in whofe commendation I have already fpoken, had thrown fome 
fuperfiuous meat into the ftreet, alledging that he would fooner give it, 
to dogs than tò MAHOMMEDANS, feveral miferable wretches being tben 
waiting for it, whofe hunger would not have fuffered the nice diftinc- 
tion of refufing food from a CHRISTIAN. 


















Being near my departure, I rode about to fee every thing that was worth. 
notice; in particular the market-place‘, which had once made a confide- 
rablefigure ; three parts of it were now in ruins and old women ap- 
peared in feveral of the fhops, which in former times was not practifed. 
Here is a very noted caravanferai, with a large entrance and a magnificent 
dome; it has a great fquare furrounded with piazzas, within which are 
lodgings and apartments for the reception of merchandize. This build- 
ing coft 27,000 crowns: here we paid a vifit to the governor of vARA- 
MIE, who was under the cuftody of a meffenger, and going to the camp. 





NEsR KOULI MYRZA, the sHAn’s fecond fon, and general of his 
forces in suIRvAN, had now demanded a fupply of 500,000 crowns in 
filver, which required 130 mulese The governor, who had this com- 
 miffion, accordingly feized all the mules he could find, paying for them 
what price he pleafed : he infifted upon mine till I reprefented to him the 
indignity he would offer me as a foreigner, and the violence as being under 


The word they ufe is ckunuMsACKk. f BAZAR. 
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the king's immediate protection ; that if he took the mules by force, he might 
be well affured, the king fhould. beinformed very minutely’ o£ it; ufon 
which he thought proper to defift. At the fame time a nephew of the 
SHAN'$ firít fecretary came to vifit me, requefting that I would take a 
parcel for his uncle; but that he muft firft confult whether it was a lucky 
hour: he did not return, fo that I concluded his prieft had marked më 
out for further difafters. i 


















C H A P: XXXV. 


The autbor fets out from CasBin for the PERSIAN camp. The moft. mate- 
rial events till bis arrival in the camp. Remarkable inftances of tbe. fu- 
perftition of the PERSIANS. 






N. the 11th, the weather was now warm, and great part of the 
{now melted : the caravan with the 500,000 crowns, guarded by 
800 AFGHANS, begun their march ; I therefore fet out on my journey, 
directing my courfe towards HAMADAN;; for it was reported, that the fe- 
veral rebellions on foot, particularly that ôf sujRAs, had induced the 
SHAH to return home, and that the army was in full march towards that 
city. I thought it efféntial to my fecurity -under fo diftra&ed a ftate. 
of things, to join a large company who were going to the camp; among 
thefe was a young officer, the fon of a wealthy merchant of IsFaman. 
It-is a common cuftom for. the kings of PERSIA, to take a fon out of 
évery rich family, that the wealth of the parents may be a fecurity for the 
good conduct of the fon. When men’s intereft do not clafh, their being 
of the fame profeffion often induces them to fhew a more diftinguifhed 
regard to each other; particularly among young perfons, whofe affections 
are untainted by the world: this young man, though a foldier by necef- 
fity, confidered himfelf as a merchant, and fhewed me great kindnefs. 


















As we travelled on hardly any thing took my fight but the ruins of 
towns and villages; the richneís of the foil, and the foftnefs of the cli- 
mate, rendering this profpect fo much the more lamentable. The next 
day „we met four couriers from the camp, from whom we learnt, that the 
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MAH was marching towards HAMADAN. ‘This country abounds in elks, 
which feemed to be as fleet as birds; for none of our horfes could reach 
them: the PERs1ANSs call them GiRAN, and pretend there is mufk near 
their tails. The fkeletons of feveral camels were lying near the road, the fleth 
of which had been confumed by wolves: this animal is very ill qualified 
to travel upon the fnow, or wet ground ; the breadth in which they car- 
ry their legs, when they flip, often occafions their fplitting themfelves; fo 
that when they fall with great burthens, they feldom rife again: they are 
moft ufeful, as is well known, in deferts and plain dry countries, and will 
travel two or three days with little or no water. ‘The weather was ex- 
tremely delightful, but we could not travel above five leagues a day. 














it feemed to be eítablifhed as a cuftom in PERSIA, for military people 
to pillage where-ever they go, at leaft to compel the peafants to procure 
provilions for them: this often occafions the latter being deaf to all im- 
portunities on any principle of humanity, or the laws of hofpitality. We 
arrived at a village, the houfes of which were built with ftone, and made 
fo defenfible, that we could not procure any entrance, till we prepared to 
take a houfe by ícaling the walls. 


The 13th, We met four couriers going to CAsBIN, with orders for 
the forces there to march to suIRvAN, to juin NESR KOULI MYRZX : we 
were often neceffitated to take up with lodgings in fo ruinous a condition, 
that I was apprehenfive of falling into the fame circumftances as my hor- 
fes had been in at casBIN.  Befides the diftreffes occafioned by NADIR’s 
tyranny, moft of the towns and villages, on the frontiers of TURKEY, 
having been ruined by the Turks, and the inhabitants carried into flave- 
ry, the whole appeared as a fcene of defolation: as we approached the 
few villages, the inhabitants taking us for foldiers or robbers, which was 
much the fame, fled into the mountains, and left us to provide for our 
felves. 


The 14th, Our advanced guard, difcovering a party whom they took 
for robbers, detached a horfeman to inform us of our danger; upon 
which we halted, and put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. A youth 
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belonging to our company, by profeffion a writer,. was mifiing ; his maf- 
ter, one of the sHAH’s adjutants, began to rave, protefting he would find 
his writer, or finith his life; for without him he could not fettle hie ac- 
counts with the saam : accordingly he demanded the affiftance of a few 
others, and prepared to go in fearch of the youth; but happily he camé 
up with us, having efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. I now firft learnt, 
that all my PERSIAN fellow-travellers were in the cuftody of a meflenger, who 
was conveying them to the camp, and confequently would not confent to: 
their feparation. Such were the terrors of NADIR’s tyranny, that this fine 
gle perfon kept eight or ten officers of diftin&tion, with all their-fervants,. 
as prifoners. I took particular notice of one of them, who was a BAL» 
LOUCHE of the tribes in the eaftern parts of PERSIA, who are almoft 
black: he was well mounted, armed, and attended; but in debt to al- 
moft every one in the company, who apprehending him to be in no fmall 
danger of his life from the refentment of the sHAH, demanded his horfe 
and armour in payment. He gave them a filver cCAALLEAN gilt with gold, 
likewife his bow and arrows, the quiver of which was covered with 
black velvet, and ftudded with gold nails. 'Though this man's annual 
appointment did not exceed 240 crowns, and he had no other revenue; yet 
the value:of his horfes and mules, and their appurtenances, did not fall 
fhort of 1000 crowns. He was very communicative, and finding me an 
EUROPEAN, he fpoke without referve : I am,” fays he, come from: 18r A- 
* HAN, where I have been two years raifing forces for the sHAH, and 
* have procured him 2000 men; one thoufand is the ufual number which 
* he annually draws from that city. In requital he has lately taken from 
“ me 4000 crowns, and I am‘now under apprehenfion of {fome other ac 
* of violence. It is no uncuftomary thing with my mafter to fend for a 
** man in order to ftrangle him; and indeed, as to my part, I fhould be 
« glad to compound for a fevere beating ;” intifnating that he expected 
death. He was a rank predeftinarian, as moft of the MAHOMMEDANS 
are; however he endeavoured to learn by heart a prayer compofed by Hu- 
SEIN, one of ALI's fons, which if repeated right in the prefence of the 
king, he faid, it would divert his wrath; but if falfly, increafe it. He 
talked much of the force of words, and the power of the almighty: at 
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the fame time he told us ftories of the feats of MAHOMMED, particularly 
concerning his imaginary journey intoeheaven ; which ‘were all the genuine 
produce of grofs fuperftition. And here it is worthy of remark, that the MA- 
HOMMEDANS do affign a very exalted ítate of glory to JESUS CHRIST 4 and 
though they do not confefs his divinity, they approach to that opinion. 
This officer had alfo another fpell, which, by pretended divine authority, 
he propofed to ufe, viz. the repetition of ten particular letters in the al- 
phabet, as he entered the royal.tent, clofing a finger at each, and keeping 
the fift clafped till he came before the throne, he was fuddenly to open his 
hands, amd by the difcharge of this magic artillery, to fubdue the.king's 
wrath, 














It is amazing to confider in how many inftances the PERSIANS demone 
ftrate the higheft fuperftition: {neezing is held a moft happy omen, efpecially 
when repeated often: the hands with the fingers interchanged, and fome 
particular pofture of the body, are confidered as full of magic power, and 
if ufed malicioufly, of dangerous confequence. As their minds are tainted 
with a fondnefs for whatever is marvellous, and a belief of the agency of 
invifible powers on the moft trivial occafions ; they think the meteors that 
refemble falling ftars, and which are vulgarly called fo, are the blows of 
angels on the heads of the devils, who would pry into the fecrets of pa- 
radifa Cats are held in great efteem, but dogs in abomination; fo that 
ad never permitted to come into any room : they fometimes how- 
ever ufe them at their diverfions. ‘The TuRKs are not much behind them 
in this folly: in the reign of SHAH ABAs the GRAND SEIGNIOR fent to 
that prince, to defire that as none but their prophet and his children had been. 
dreffed in green, none of his fubjects might be permitted to wear that co- 
lour, efpecially in ftockings. To this sHAH ABAs, who was a man of 
underftanding, made anfwer, that if the GRAND sEIGNIOR would prevent 
the dogs piffing on the grafs in TURKEY, he would comply with the 
requeft. - 











The learned men in persia are fond of aftrology, and often pretend 
to foretel events; but NADIR treated their predictions with great contempt. 
It is faid, that fometime fince a certain perfon foretold the conqueft of 
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PERSIA by the AFGHANS, with all its circumftances; adding; that PER- 
s1A would be agaih reftored by a perfon refembling NADIR ; and that in 
a certain year of their ara, the kingdom would flourifh, and be governed 
with great equity. Napir being apprized of all thefe predictions, took 
occafion to be very oppreffive that year, as well to expofe fuch. opinions, 
as to gratify his own avarice. 


But to refume my narrative : we travelled fix leagues this day, of which 
two were out of our road, in order to obtain neceffary accommodations ; 
and now leaving the province of IRAK, we came into ABARSULTAN. 
The 15th, hail and extreme cold made this day's journey very difagree-. 
able: the day following we came into the: diftrict of cALIMBRO, where 
HAMADAN is fituated, having been eleven hours on. horfeback, in which 
time we had travelled feven FARSANG; part of the road being covered with 
ÓÍnow, and very difficult to pafs.. The whole country ftill appeared a 
dreary waíte: the great number of ruined towns and villages, gave proof 
of its former ftate; but hardly any of them were inhabited, except by rob- 
bers who infeft the country. Barley is the common food for horfes; but 
we could procure none for many leagues; fo that we were obliged to 
give them wheat ; a common feed of which for three horfes and as many 
mules coft a crown. 


On the 17th we came to a village, the gates of which were — ftone; 
it was walled in, and made defenfible, as well againft robbers, as the 
wolves, which often deftroy the cattle in hard weather. Here they keep 
their corn in large veffels of earth made like a tun, and fet in the ground; 
they alfo warm themfelves by wood-fires made in holes cut in the floor; 


when burnt to afhes they cover them with blankets, to confine the heat, 
which renders the air very fuffocating. 


As we approached to the camp, the dread of my companions encreafed, 
and with it their fuperftition. Finding the bone of a fheep, they fet it, as 
they fuppofed, perpendicular, accounting that if it fell towards the camp, 
all would go well; if from it, they muft prepare for their fate: it of 
courfe fell where they had given the poife, which was on the right fide. 


ooon 
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Seon after, two large wolves crofled the road not far before us; this they 
confider&d alfo as a lucky omen ; but notwithftanding thefe good omens, 
they muft beware of the camp ; for on this day three hundred thoufand 
plagues are fent from heaven on the earth ; however the next day would 
be propitious, if they went to the camp at a certain hour. 











About noon we arrived at a fmall village, where an advanced guard 
of the army were pofted, to protect the villagers, as is cuftomary when 
the camp is near. The commander of thefe forces declared, that he could 
not find quarters for the PERSIANS, who were in my company, and infift- 
ed that they muft go directly to the camp; but on their pleading, that 
they had paid honourably for every thing they had been fupplied with 
on the road, and that they were alfo charged with the care of me, they 
were fuffered to enter the village. The day following our PERSIAN con- 
voy took their leave of us, not without forrowful countenances ; demand- 
ing of their conductor why he haftened them: ** Do you not know,” faid 
one of them, ** that to condemned perfons every hour of life is of great 
* moment?" Iíent my interpreter to the sHAn’s minifter appointed for 
the reception of ftrangers, to acquaint him of my arrival, and to enquire 
where I fhould pitch my tent. ‘Though we were now fo very near the 
SHAH, fome of the foldiers in this village did not refrain from calling him 
a rafcal* in plain terms. The 2oth, we fet out for the camp; on the 
wayw et a number of camels loaded with the suAn's tents, of which 
he has two fets, that one may be always pitched for his reception. 











C H A P. XXXVI 


The author arrives at the PERSIAN camp, and is kindly received by MUs- 
TAPHA KHAN, who, by order of NADIR, enquires into the flate of EU- 


ROPE. He obtains a decree from the suan for payment of his lofs at 
ASTRABAD. 7 





EING now entered the camp, I pitched my tent near the royal 
ftandard, which was about a gun's fhot from the su A n’s tent. HA- 
MADAN*, which was about a league to the fouthward, is faid to be the 


* KURUMSACK. b To the fouth-eaft is the mourtain ELvEND ; this city is faid to be the an- 
tient ECBATANE, which was deítroyed by NEBUCHODONOZAR. 





burying- 
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burying-place of queen ESTHER and MORDECAI: it was now the grand 
repofitory of NADIR's cannon, bambs, and other artillery, whidr feldom 
appear in the camp, but when fome fiege, or extraordinary expedition is 
defigned. I had the fatisfaction to learn, that the rebellion in AsTRABAD 
was fuppreffed ; and that the sħan had declared, that the merchants 
fhould not be fufferers. I had no fooner pitched my tent, but an acci- 
dent happened, which was very near depriving me of the means of ever 
telling my ftory : for the greater fecurity, I had ordered our fire-arms to 
be fet round the pole on the back part of my tent, which was partitioned 
off by a cotton-cloth ; I was walking in a penfive manner, at which time 
it is natural for men to ftand and paufe, efpecialy when they have fo 
{mall a fpace as four or five yards to move: in this interval one of the 
pieces went off, carried two fluggs through the top, and made a hole 
perpendicularly over my head. ‘This accident was occafioned by one of my 
fervants moving the piece obliquely, and touching the trigger, which 
in very few PERSIAN mufkets has any guard: I had very narrowly efcaped 
twice before on the road from an accident of this kind, owing to the 
carelefsnefs of my fervants; but now I was extremely alarmed left the re- 
port of the mufket, fo near the royal tent, fhould give offence. My own 
tent, being of cotton, was fet on fire, but we foon extinguifhed the flame ; 
and this accident had no other confequence, nor was any enquiry made 
about it. 











I waited immediately on MusTAPHA KHAN, who received me with 
great expreffions of kindnefs, and obliged me to dine with him : in the in- 
terim I delivered my petition to the chancery, with regard to the lofs I 
had fuftained at AsTRABAD. The KHAN affured me, that juftice would be 
done: be then demanded what prefents I had brought for the sHan? 
This queftion ftartled me, as I imagined the character in which I appear- 
ed as a petitioner, would have rendered prefents to the sHan a grofs 
impropriety. I excufed myfelf by faying, that nothing worthy the ac-ept- 
ance of fo great a prince could be found in GuirLAN, when I departed 
from thence ; and it was really true, that no fables, nor rich ftuffs, were 
at that time obtainable, in cafe I had been inclined to carry the sHau a 





prefent, 
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prefent, as I fhould have done if I had been rightly informed. My in- 
terpreter told me upon this occafion, tbat a fhort time before, one of the 
minifters declared, that it was not the sHan’s cuftom to accept of pre- 
fents ; but as Mr. ELTON was a fätbje& of fo worthy a nation, he received 
what was then offered to. do him honour: the truth is, that this antient 
cuftom of the eaft is rooted deep in their hearts, and converted into a fpe- 
cies of corruption, from which their princes are not exempt. One of 
the company enquired of me, in relation to the PERsIANSs in whofe com- 
pany I came from CASBIN ; adding, that he knew not what account they 
had given of themfelves to the sn an ; but he believed his majefty would 
pardon them to do me honour; making at the fame time feveral lavifh 
and hyperbolical compliments. It is incredible how far this fort of gal- 
lantry is carried in PERSIA, when it is meant to fhew a diftinguifhed re- 
gard to ftrangers who are under their protection. I told him, that I 
knew very little‘of thofe perfons, and nothing at all of their crimes: whe- 
ther the suan was at that time very much diftreffed in his affairs, or for 
fome other reafon, but the accounts of my fellow-travellers were actually 
accepted, and the wages of the merchant's fon confiderably advanced. 





"The king was in his tent of audience from feven in the morning till ten 
at night, retiring only for a fhort time; he had with him but 30,000 
effective men, though with the fervants of the foldiers, and attendants up- 
on the ¢amp, they were in the whole near thrice that number ; a large 
body of forces was left towards. ERIVAN; near 30,000 men were in 
SHIRVAN; 25,000 in SHIRAS, befides a body of forces in KHORASAN, 
and a formidable army on the banks of the INpvus. The numerous re- 
bellions then on foot called on NADIR for the utmoft attention, and he 
had taken meafures for the fuppreffion of them all at one and the fame 
time. 


This day a PERSIAN of fome diftinction made me a vifit, and enquir- 
ed «hat I had obferved in prrs1a. I told him, I was amazed that fo 
fine a country had ʻo few inhabitants. “< It is true,” fays he, our coun- 
« try is ruincd; but it cannot be otherwife ; for the suan has fupport- 
« ed all his forces in one continued campaign of four years, by the taxes 

* drawn 
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** drawn from his people, who have now but little left to fupport them- 
* felves: and indeed none but him, or an almighty power, could have 
** maintained fo vaft an army by Tuth means. Now the affairs of the 
* empire are fettled, and the frontiers peopled with fuch families as he 
* can depend on, we hope all will go well." This laft part of the dif- 
courfe did not feem to flow from his heart fo much as the former, nor 
was it much to be expected: it wasa kind of proverbial faying among the 
PERSIANS; ** what mighty things will be done fo long as the king lives :” 
but it feemed to carry this fenfe with it alfo, that with him all the glory 
of PERSIA muft expire. Indeed few of them appeared to be endowed with 
a fufficient underftanding to argue upon probable events, or to look into 
the dark profpect of futurity. 








The sHau paffing from his HARRAM to his tent of audience, gave mé 
an opportunity of feeing him: he was very plainly dreffed, except in pres 
cious ftones*. The fame day MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, the father 
of MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, governor of ASTRABAD, arrived from SHIR- 
vAN, where he had a great fhare in the reduction of that formidable re- 
bellion. I vifited QUIRIM BEG, the ajutant-general, who had the care of 
the sHAn’s records, and he bid me hope that I fhould foon receive a 
favourable decree; but was very referved in his acceptance of a prefent of 
fome fine cloth and rich filk, which I had prepared for him. I defired 
that he would procure me a copy of the feveral decrees in favour of fo- 
reign merchants in PERSIA, which he gave me. 


I paid my refpects a fecond time to MUSTAPHA KHAN, who in the ordi- 
nary complimental ftrain, affured me he had fpoken in my praife to thes an, 
who had ordered him to afk me, if I knew whether any of the CHRISTIAN 
powers had attacked the TURKS in EUROPE, or might probably engage 
in a war with them. Ianfíwered the KHan to this effect: « The Rrus- 
* sIANS having been harrafled with wars for near forty years, now enjoy 
** repofe, and as far as I apprehend, will not engage in an offenfive war 
* with the TURK, or any other power. The hereditary enemy of the 
* TURK in EUROPE, his majefty knows, is the queen of HUNGARY; 
* fhe has her hands full, being cruelly opprefied in every quarter by the 

The reader will find an account of his perfon in the laft volume of this work. 
Vor. I. H h | FRENCH 
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* preENCH king, and is confequently in no condition to attack the TURK: 
** but fhould the latter embrace this opportunity to break with her, it is 
** highly probable, that the RussrAns will appear in her defence. GREAT 
* BRITAIN has been engaged in a war with’spain already for fome 
« time: and we expect to hear that (he has broke with rRANcE alfo. 
« Thus the raging flames of war feem to threaten the greateft part of £U- 
* goPE." But all the nations, as well ds princes of that quarter of the 
« world, have heard with wonder, the atchievements of the suAn your 
** mafter ; and confider the TURK as much inferior to him in ftrength and 
se fortune, as he is apparently fuperior to them in knowledge of the art of 
« war.” With this account the KHAN feemed to be fatisfied, and I took my 
leave of him. In the evening a perfon was dragged out of the royal tent, who 
had been ftrangled for defertion ; the executioner finding life yet in him, 
gave him a violent blow on the breaft. 





The 22d, The royal ftandard being taken down, as a fignal for ftrik- 
ing the tents, we decamped, and came about two leagues and a half 
north-eaft, where the sH An’s tents being already prepared, I pitched mine 
in company with the whole camp. Heavy fhowers falling upon a rich 
foil, made it extremely troublefome, and it was with difficulty that we 
could, by the help of oil-cloths and other conveniencies, keep ourfelves 
dry in our tent, round which we were obliged to make a channel to car- 
ry off the water. All the cattle belonging to the camp, being expofed to 
the weather, were over their fet-locks in dirt: and here I obferved, that the 
inceffant fatigues of long marches, and the rigor and inclemency of the 
feafons, had ruined the PERs1AN cavalry, renowned for fo many ages. There 
are however fome good horfes, which exceed in fize, but few of them are of 
equal fire and beauty with the ARABIANs; nor do they manage their 
mouths well; moft of them being fpoilt with the harfhnefs of their bits. 
Thefe horfes being never under cover, commonly carry their body-cloths 
on their backs, which are made of a coarfe felt, very heavy, and fo hot, 
that I imagine they enervate a horíe very much. They dye the tails of 
thofe which are of a light-colour with red or orange: NADiR's horfes were 
led promifcuoufly in the crowd of the army; and thefe had fuffered in com 
mon with the reft. 

MusTA- 
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MusTAPHA KHAN having been informed, that I was pofieffed of a 
bill from MAHOMMED HASSAN, Chief of the rebellion at AsTRABAD, for 
the amount of my lofs, demanded a fight of it. With this I the more 
readily complied, as it ferved me as a voucher of the value, as well as 
gratified the curiofity of thé-KHAN, and probably of the snan himfelf 3 
for his decree, which was this day delivered to me, was made out ac- 
cording to that value. The contents of this decree were, ** that I 
« fhould give the particulars of the lofs in writing to BEHBUD KHAN, the 
* sHAH's general in ASTRABAD, who had orders to deliver to me what- 
** ever part of the goods might poffibly be found, and to reftore them in 
* kind, and the deficiency to be paid out of the fequeftered eftates of the 
« rebels without delay, to the laft pENAER.” This was not quite the 
thing which I wifhed for, becaufe it laid me, under a necefhty of returning 
to that wretched place, ASTRABAD; however I could not but acknow,s 
ledge the higheft obligation for fo fignal a mark of juftice and clemency. 




















C H A P. XXXVIL 


Befcription of tbe PERSIAN camp and army. A circumflantial account of 
their tents, flandards, arms, market-place. Of tbe sn An's women, and 
their manner of travelling. Of tbe ufe of elephants and camels. Diffe- 
rent bodies of which the army is compofed, and of tbe military exercifes 
of the PERSIANS. 








EING now eafy in my mind on the fubje&t of my lofs at ASTRA- 
BAD, I rode entirely through the PERsIAN camp, attended by my 
intepreter, and another perfon, as far as the quarter of the elephants, and 
informed myfelf as minutely as poflible, of every particular relating to 


the army. 


In placing the camp a general regularity is obferved, as far as is agree- 
able to the fize and fhape of the ground; it being a rule conftantly pur- 
fued, to place the tents of certain principal minifters and officers in the 
front, or to the right or left of the sHan’s quarters, that fome of them 

Hh 2 may 
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may be always near him. The circuit of the quarter allotted to the sHan’s 
own tents is very large: the entrance eonfifts on one fide of a line of uni- 
form tents, ferving for guard-rooms ; and the other, of the tents in which 
the affairs of the chancery, and the like public concerns, are tranífacted. 
About 200 yards beyond this avenue ig the pavilion in which the sHau 
ufually fits, to give audience, and tranfact bufinefs: it is oblong, fupport- 
ed by three poles, adorned with gilded'balls at the top; the covering is of 
a cotton cloth of a brick colour, and the lining of clouded filk: the floor 
is covered either with carpets or cloths, and the body of the pavilion has 
on each fide a kind of alley, through which the attendants may walk 
round; fometimes the sHAH fits upon a large sopHa, or chair, crofs- 
legged *, and fometimes on the floor. The hind-part of this tent is di- 
vided into fmall apartments, where the officers who do not appear in his 
majefty's prefence, attend: there is nothing fumptuous in this pavilion, 
the front of which is always open, even in the worft weather; however 
when it is extremely cold, feveral pots of lighted charcoal are placed in 
the middle. At a confiderable diftance behind were. placed the suAn's pri- 
vate tents, to fome of which he retired at his meals : and in order to render 
them warm, he had 1np1An pannels, which were occafionally fet up, and 
formed the linings of two {mall apartments: to thefe were admitted only 
his fecret emiffaries, when they had any remarkable intelligence to com- 
municate; but in the laft years of his life he had no familiarity with any 
of them. 











Almoft contiguous to thefe were the tents of the sHAn's ladies, which 
differed from the others in having feveral curtains that formed feparate a- 
partments one within another. The boundaries of the sHan’s quarter 
were occupied by his eunuchs and female ílaves, and almoft this whole 
circuit, efpecially towards the refidence of the women, was furrounded 
by a ftrong fence of net-work, tound which the night-guard patrol- 
led, and feverely punifhed all intruders. As there were no lights in 
thefe parts, norany tents near them, it frequently happened that people, 
coming to the camp by night, ignorantly ftraggled thither, and were fure 
to be ill treated when this happened. 

a The ordinary method is with their legs under chem. 
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I obferved, that none but the officers in immediate waiting; were ad- 
mitted into the royal pavilion ; for the officers of ftate, and people in bufi- 
neís, ftood in the open air in all weathers, forming a femicircle in front of 
the tent: if they were brought to anfwer for their conduct, they were 
held under the arm by proper officers, to prevent their efcape, or com- 
mitting any acts of violence. The fame ceremony, with very little diffe- 
rence, was obferved:alfo towards fofeign embafladors, or great men; the 
laft indeed was under pretence of refpect, but it alfo ferved to prevent any 
accident ;. an attempt having been once made on the suAn's life, as I &hall . 
relate in his hiftory. 





The PERSIANS ufe a certain glazing in their cotton tents, which, in 
fome degree, prevents their being penetrated by water. The tents of 
perfons of diftinction are of various fhapes, but moft commonly oblong, 
and fupported by three poles: the outfide is always of coaríe cotton cloth, 
and the infide is either lined with the fame, or with woollen, or filk, ac- 
cording to the different feafons of the year, and circumftances of the 
owners : the ground is fpread with a thick cotton cloth, or mat, and over 
that is laid a carpet, or woollen printed cloth * of feveral colours; be- 
fides this covering, the fquare of the floor is laid round with felts, as al- 
ready deícribed, and thefe fupply the place of bedfteads and feather- 
beds; though fome have their beds raifed a little above the damp of the 
earth. ‘The top and fides of the tents of great officers are fometimes lined 
with pannels, which are wrought with flowers, and variety of figures : large 
tents are often divided into two rooms, or apartments, by pannels or cur- 
tains ; the back part is appropriated for the ufe of the women; but fuch 
grandees as have feveral women, place a fet of tents for them at a diftance 
from their own, which are furrounded with cotton cloths, to prevent 
their being feen: they have alfo, at a convenient nearnefs to their tents, a 
hole dug, enclofed by a cotton-ícreen of four folds, to anfwer the necefla- 
ry purpofes of nature. . 





That part of the camp called. in TuRK1IsH the oRDUBAZAR or camp- 

market, begins at the end of the fquare fronting the guard-rooms, and is 
Of.» &1T:isH manufacture. 

about . 
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about half a mile long: it confifts of tents on each fide like a ftreet, run- 
ning as direct as the nature of the ground will admit: thefe tents are often 
fupplied with a variety of provifions, apparel, horfe-furniture, and other 
neceffaries, which are brought. hither for fale ; not to mention the continual 
change of property arifing from the daily confifcations made by the sHAH. 
The care of this. market. is committed to an officer called orRDUBAZARI, 
who often rides up and down to keép order; and when any difputes a- 
rife, they are brought before the DEROGA BAZAR, or fuperintendent of 
the market, who acquires a confiderable income from rents, fees, prefents, 
and ‘extortions. Many of the fhop-keepers were little better than common 
futlers; but fuch as carry on great bufinefs, are under the protection of 
fome of the principal courtiers, who are the grand dealers in flower and 
rice, of which there is always a great confumption : and as thefe courtiers 
have frequently many fupernumerary fervants, camels and mules, they fend 
them to the diftant provinces that produce rice, which they bring to the 
camp for fale, and make great profits. But if the fhop-keepers, or other 
traders, interfere with them in thefe branches of trade, they generally 
mark them out for deftruction. 


















NADIR often enquired into the price of neceffaries, and reduced. them 
as he thought proper, fining the market-people upon every tranfgreffion: 
but the moft notorious inftance of injuftice to the fhop-keepers, was his 
obliging them, when his tents and their appurtenances were grown old, to 
take them, and pay him the value of new ones. 


The two imperial ftandards were placed on the right of the fquare al- 
ready mentioned : one of them was in ftripes of red, blue, and white, and 
the other of red, blue, white, and yellow, without any other ornament : 
though the old ftandards required 12 men to move them, the sun leng- 
thened their ftaffs, and made them yet heavier ; he alfo put new colours 
of filk npon them, the one red and yellow ftriped, the other yellow edg- 
ed with red : they were made of fuch an enormous fize, to prevent their 
being carried off by the enemy, except by an entire defeat ^. The regimental 





b The lofs of the battle of kxenxoup in 1733, feemed to be owing to the ftandard-bearer, riding 
off the field with the ftandard. 
| coloufs 
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colours were a' narrow flip of filk floped to a point, fomie were red, fome 
white, and fome firiped: Several hgurs before the moving of the camp, 
one of the ftandards was taken down by way of fignal, and carried for» 
wards to the place where the new camp was to be pitched. The suau’s 
fet of tents, and thafe of the great men went with it attended by a 
convoy. The bulk of the army often marched an hour or two before the 
SHAH ;. for in removing from one cAcampment to another, be fometimes 
galloped the whole way.. 


The suan had about 60 women, and very near: the fame number of 
eunuchs, who generally rode near his perfon, and kept pace with bim t 
before him were his sH ATIRS‘, preceded by the cn1avux *, and before theha 
the KESHIKEHI‘,. being the foremoft of his body-guard, who'were beft 
acquainted with the track the sHAH was to take: thefe fpread a mile or 
two before him and terminating in a kind of angle, gave notice of the 
SHAH’s approach, by crying out in TURKISH, YERRIE, or make way: 
this is called the Kou RUCK, which is always troublefome, and fometimes 
fatal to fach as cannot get out of their way ; for when they meet with 
people in the sHAH's rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks are no excufe; 
they drive at them with their maces, and make all before them fly at their 
approach. 









































When NADIR travelled with his women, the army was kept at al- 
moít a mile diftance; but when he went without them, people were 
ited to come nearer. In the latter part of his reign he feldom did 
travel without them ; probably the better to avoid any evil defigns againft 
his perfon. ‘The sHAnH’s women, and indeed others of diftinction, rode 
on white horfes, in the manner as men ride; but when they did not go 
in his company, they were ufually carried on camels, feated in machines 
refembling a covered waggon, and hung like panniers over a pack-faddle, 
which I have already mentioned. On thefe occafions they were entirely 
concealed under a covering of crimfon-cloth; and in this manner they 
rode one on each fide, conducted with the ufval pomp: the motion is very 
difagreeable, and apt to create a diforder, not unlike the fca-ficknefs. The 






€ Running footmen. 4 Chanters. e Watch- guard. 


fick 
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fick ladies, and female fervants of the court, were always concealed in the 
fame manner, under a covering of crimfon cloth: other women, of no 
particular diftinction, rode on horfes, or mules; thefe mixed among the 
crowd, but had a linen veil over their faces, and wore great coats, re- 
fembling thofe of the men; but the poorer fort had a white veil, which 
covered their whole body. ‘The women belonging to the ousBEG TAR- 
TARS were not fo fcrupulous about ‘hiding their faces as the PERSIANS. 
The number of women in the camp, except upon perilous enterprizes, in 
proportion to the men, is generally one to ten. 





The snan when fick ufed to be carried in a horfe-litter: other peo- 
ple of fafhion were feated, or laid on mules upon a large flat pack. faddle, 
bolftered ‘up: but the common way of carrying their fick men, is to fix 
two poles to meet in the middle over the n ck of the horfe, at the point of 
the faddle, the breaft and fhoulders refting between the interftices of the 


pole S. 


Upon extraordinary occafions the rear-guard was faid to be very numerous, 
confifting of 8000 vEsAUL: their bufinefs was not only to fecure the rear 
of the army ; but to prevent ftraggling or defertion ; therefore they exa- 
mined every one who quitted the camp ; and if there was the leaft ground 
of fufpicion, they would not fuffer even a ftranger to go about his bufinefs 
without a bribe. If the beafts belonging to travellers happened to tire 
while the camp was removing ; thefe fellows, inftead of affifting them, 
frequently drove the owners away, and converted the cattle and baggage 
to their own ufe. 


In marching, greateít part of the foldiery, as well as the vEsAvr, 
kept in a collected, but irregular body: the followers of the camp 
covered feveral miles. ‘The elephants and camels were employed only 
in carrying great burthens: the daft are of feveral kinds, but the moft 
ferviceable is that called the MAJE, which have two bunches on their 
backs: they are generally fed with balls made of meal; and though 
very hardy, they frequently die of epidemical difternpers. 


NADIR's 
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' Naprr’s ftanding forces were never fixed to any determinate number ; 
though they were computed at 206,000 men. The following is as per- 
fect a fketch as I could procure, of his principal attendants and foldiery ; 
for the fupport of which PERsrA has been ruined, and iND1A fpoiled of 
120 millions fterling; with. more than as many thoufand fouls, viz. 





60 Black eunuchs: there were few er no white ones in his fervice. 

200 SHATIR, or running footmen. 

1,000 Rixaun, or ftirrup- holders. 

10,000 KuLam, or flaves belonging to the king: their chief in the TUR- 
xisH language is called KULLER aGasi‘, and the. inferior KULAMS. 
are thofe foldiers which the provinces equip by the sHan’s order: he 
paid them but they were a kind of fervants to the kULAMs. | 

2000 BEGZADE'E, or gentlemen's fons. 

1000 KITCHUDAZADEE, or fons of elders: the laft three were the gen- 

teeleft of the foldiery ; many of them were employed in guarding the 

treafury at KJELA T, and on other important occafions. 

4000 KEsHIKEHI, or watch-guard, otherwife called HEMISHI KISHIK, 
becaufe they were always on duty : they wore white turbans; fome of 
them carried fabres, and others fabres and pikes; their pay was 250 
crowns per annum: this watch was continually called over in the night. 

goo Curaux : they carried in their hand a batton with a double filver 

. crook on the end of it ; they had alfo a feather with a filver bofs on their 

cap, which was flat on the top: thefe frequently chanted moral fen- 
tences and encomiums on the sHau, occafionally proclaiming alfo his 
victories as he paffed along. 

500 GIARKEHIE, who wore in their caps the beard of an arrow in brafs, 

= and were employed as criers and heralds. 

150 FERRAsB, under two chiefs becaufe of the different branches of their 

bufinefs ; one of them performed executions in the suAn's prefence ; and. 

therefore a. party of thefe attended at a fmall diftance from his pavilion, 

whére they were employed as the inftruments of his vengeance: the o- 











f Chief of the flaves, 
VoL. I. I i ther 
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ther fuperintended the pitching and dreffing of the sHm's tents, and 

had. thé care of the prefents brought to his majefty. 

8000 YssAuL, who wore a brafs-knob on their caps: they were diftin~ 
guifhed into two forts, the YESAUL KUR and YESAUL SONBET. Tei? 
leaders were in great corifideration or account of their near attendance 
on the king’s perfon: they formerly acted as grand marfhals, and judges 
of the houfhold, and latterly as mafters of the ceremonies. 

250 Nassaxucui, thefe are known by a feather in their caps: they have 
large pay, and great power, punifhing offenders in the neighbourhood of 
the camp, without bringing them before any higher officer or magi- 

 ftrate; thefe at the head of other {couts are alfo difperfed to guard the 
avenues; for it is not uncommon for robbers to rip open tents, and carry 
off baggage during the night, even in the camp. 

100 GiLoDAR; thofe who are charged with the direction of the cou- 
riers, and their horfes: all thefe different ranks are horfemen. 

12,000 Giz AIRzI,.thefe are foot-foldiers ; they are well cloathed, and car- 
ry very heavy mufquets with wide bores: they form a body, which has 
an imperfect refemblance of the EUROPEAN infantry, and were model- 
led by NADIR himfelf to be of great ufe, which PERSIAN foot-foldiers 
feldom were before his time.  . 

40,000 Kara-kusuun £, are alfo foot-foldiers, whofe pay is only 30 
crowns per annum : the name is TURKISH and fignifies black guard, 
and they make but an indifferent appearance, compared with the others 
already mentioned. 

The following are called after the name of the nations or countries from 

whence they come. 

20,000 AFGHANS; thefe have lands affigned them in KANDAHAR, be- 
fides 8o crowns per annum: they ufe the bow, lance, and fword, and 
are very brave. But this denomination alfo includes the ABDOLLEES. 

20,000 AFSHARsS *, | 

6000 OUSBEG-TARTARS, of KHIEVA, BOKHARA, and sAMARCAND. 














€ Í have put thefe, and the 13 preceding denominations of foldiery in the fingular number, as cor- 
refponding moft with the PERs1A«s pronunciation. 
^ Napin himfelf was of their tribes: they live moftly in tents, and inhabit part of the próvifice of 
KHORASAN and the country to the eaftward of it. 
6000 TUR- 
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6000 TuRKUMAN! TARTARS of TURKUM ANLA. 

6000 Buruc, or BALOUCHE *, of the tribes in the fouthern coaft of 
PERSIA. 

'The above computation falls fhort of 200,000 men; but they may be 
reckoned in this proportion. 


The pay given to the foldiers by NADIR, was computed at 100 crowns 
per annum one with another, befides an allowance which chiefly confifted 
of rice; but the dearnefs of provifions, and the expenfive manner of living 
in the camp, rendered this large pay abfolutely neceflary. They wear no 
uniform, but are obliged to buy all their. cloathing of the sHax at an.ex- 
travagant price, and to keep vET1MS' at their own expence. 


They amufe themfelves by galloping before the army 8 or 10 at atime, 
difcharging their pieces at each other with powder: it was a circumftance 
which furprized me, that they were permitted even in the camp to fire off 
their pieces, blow their trumpets, and beat their drums for their amufe- 
ment ; but this might arife from a political caufe to prevent their cabal- 
ling: they are feldom exercifed except in fhooting with the bow, or with 
a fingle ball at a mark, at which they are very expert, and no lefs exac& 
in loading their piece ; for except it be in time of action, they weigh 
their powder, as well as fit the ball to the bore: but the barrels of thefe 
pieces, fome of which are match-locks, are fo ill tempered, that they will 
not bear a quick fire. The greateft part of their regular forces carry a 
mufquet and fabre ; but the ousBEGs, and feveral. others in the army, are 
‘not fo well provided ; fome having a fpear, or a battle-ax, others a bow 
and arrow, others a fingle piftol ; but all of them wear fabres, in the ufe of 
which they, as well as the peRsIANS, are very dextrous. As to bayonets, 
by which the EUROPEAN forces have fometimes performed fuch feats, 
dn have no notion of them. 


i This name is common to another people near the borders of TuRKeEy, being tranfplanted in con- 
fequence of the conqueft made by TAMERLANS ; the original people of this name being the inhabitants 
of the eaffern coaft of the CASPIAN. 

k Sometimes confidered as a tribe of AarGHANS, whom they refemble in their countenance ; but 
are not fo well civilized in their manners, nor live fo much in cities. 

l YgT1M fignifies an orphan ; but thefe are confidered as fervants, who when their mafters die, 
or fall in battle, are ready to ferve as foldicrs. 

li2 NADIR, 
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NADIR, according to the cuftom of the PERs1AN kings, had the policy 
to oblige fome, and to encourage all his army in the ufe of coftly furni- 
ture : the officers, and even the foldiers of rank, have the bridles of their 
horfes mounted with filver, with a mane-piece of plate, and an ornamen- 
tal chain?; likewife their fword, belts, and leathern accoutrements are 
. mounted with the fame metal: the handles of their battle-axes are alfo 
for the moft part ftudded or covered with thin filver plates, and in their 
fafhes about their waift they wear a knife, the handle and cafe of which is 
alfo covered with filver; but the workmanfhip is indifferent. Certain of- 
ficers, and perfons of difinétion, were obliged to wear gold-cafed knives, 
and fome of their great men, had filver- ftirrups. 


It has been obferved, that foldiers generally fight beft when they have 
fomething to lofe, if their wealth does not involve them in effeminacy. 
ALEXANDER indeed encouraged his MACEDONIANS, by reprefenting the 
PERSIAN riches as an object of plunder, and confequently as a motive to 
exert themfelves ; but under NADIR, we do not find that any of their ene- 
mies confidered the valuable effects of the PERSIAN foldiery in that light. 
This method íerved alfo to keep them dependent, by their being ob- 
liged to expend their money in articles of vanity: thus the late king of 
PORTUGAL humbled his nobility by indulging their pride; and other 
CHRISTIAN princes have done the fame by their ífubjects with great 
fuccefs. 


C H A P. XXXVIII. 


A brief account of tbe immenfe value of the horfe-furniture belonging to NA- 
DIR SHAH. Converfation with MUSTAPHA KHAN upon that Jubject. 
A remarkable inflance of NADIR's cruelty, and bis manner of giving 
audience to EUROPEANS, Suppreffion of tbe rebellion in SHIRASS. 


AVING now vilited the camp at large, and informed myfelf of 
thefe particulars concerning it; I was defirous to fee that part of 
the suAH's riches, which confifted in horfe-furniture. He had four 





a Sce reprefentation of NADIR's horie in the frontifpiece of the fourth volume. 
complete 





Chap. XXXVIII PERSIAN CAMP. 255 


complete fets, one mounted with pearls, another with rubies, a third with 

emeralds, and the left with diamonds. moft of which were of fo prodi- 

gious a fize as hardly to merit belief; for many of them appeared as big 

as a pigeon's egg*. I could not but regard them with wonder, not more. 
for their immenfe value, than for the barbarous tafte in which they were 
fet; for fome of them did not appear to have any art at all beftowed on 

them. I vifited MUSTAPHA KHAN, and took occafion to mention my 

furprize at the prodigious value of the suaAn's horfe-furniture, which fo: 
much exceeded any thing I had ever formed an idea of in that kind: 

I obferved to him at the fame time, that jewels in EUROPE appear in- 

comparably brighter and neater fet; and that if his majefty would truft 

me with one of thofe bridles, I would procure a complete horfe-furniture - 
to be made in EUROPE, which fhould exceed any thing that had yet ap- 
peared in the world: I faid this becaufe it naturally arofe from the fubject, 

and not that I expected NADiR under his circumftances would confent to- 
part with his bridle for any fuch purpofe ; however at another vifit I took 

occafion to hint the fame thing, and the KHAN politely faid, ** My maf- 

* ter has not patience enough to wait till it íhould be finifhed." 


MUSTAPHA KHAN, as already obferved from the teftimony of n AHD- 
GEE ZAMON, was confidered as the moft upright man in the PERSIAN 
court, and the sHAH now allowed him 10,000 crowns a year. Ithought 
myfelf happy in the regard which he fhewed me during my ftay in the 
camp; and gratitude as well as policy feemed to call on me to make him 
a prefent, which confifted of a gold repeating watch, fome fine cloth, and 
rich filk ^: he fhewed fome repugnance, till I infifted on his accepting fo 
trifling a mark of my gratitude. In return he prefented me with fome jewels, 
part of the plunder of peu Lr, which had once adorned the cap of fome 
unhappy INDIAN: the principal jewel confifted of a large faphir in gold, 
fet round with diamonds; thefe laft were not only fmall, but bored. 


a What became of thofe bridles I have not yet heard; . for I make no doubt but they were plun- 
dered in common with the reit of the camp, when wapir was killed about three years after this time. 

b It may be neceflary to obferve, that only fo much of the prefent was charged to the sedium, i 
as exceeded the value of the jewels which the xuan gave me in return. 


through 
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through in the manner the asraTics often fpoil their precious ftones: 
the reverfe of this piece was enamelled with flowers: The KHAN had formerly 
been a prifoner in TURKEY, where ‘he had acquired fome knowledge of 
the intereít of the oT TOMAN court; bit he feemed to know nothing of 
any other. At the time of NADIR’s death he had the good fortune to be 
Qn the road on an embafly to TURKEY, and by that means efcaped the 
fate he might otherwife haye met with as a favourite of his matter. 








The 24th in the evening a man was executed with circumftances that 
gave me ftrong impreffions of the cruel difpofition of Nap1r, who, in the 
article of death, could jeft with a malefactor. A perfon who had collect- 
ed taxes, was complained of by the peafants, of whom it appeared he had 
made greater exactions than he had accounted for to the snan: this was 
capital, and he was accordingly condemned to death: NADIR, as if he 
had recolle&ed fomething particular of this perfon, faid to him : ** I un- 
** derftand you can dance well; dance, and I will fave your life." The 
man immediately began to dance, no doubt with fome tranfports of joy; 
but the suau ordered the executioner to ftrike him upon the legs, which 
necefíarily prevented his performance: this tyrant then cried: “ the raf- 
4* cal does not dance well; kill him.” After his execution he was brought 
out near my tent, whence his friends removed him in the night. 
‘This was not the only inftance of NapiR’s cruelty that fell under my ob- 
fervation while I was in the camp; for I faw feveral perfons of diftinc- 
tion, who rode about with their feet wrapt in white cloths, having been 
beaten till their nails came off their toes, and the finews made bare, 
which is ne extraordinary thing to people of the firft quality : and fince 
Tam upon this fubject, I will give another example of NADIR's avarice 
and barbarity, which happened a little before I was in the camp. 





The snan having appointed a.certain general as governor of a province, 
impofed an exorbitant tax on it, to be levied in fix months: at the ex- 
«cation of the time the governor was fent for to the camp, and ordered 


uites the account. He did fo, but it amounted only to half the 


(um demanded. The snau called him a safcal ; and telling him he had 
ftolen 
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ftolen the other half of the money, ordéred the executionert: to baftonade’ 
hit tb death: his eftate alfo: Beirig” confifcated,. all: his: effets: fell: very 
fliort of the demands. ‘Fie fervants of the deceafed were then-ordered ' tò 
coníe' into the siram's prefence, and he enquired of them if there-was: any 
thitig left belonginp'tó their mafter ;; o which they anfwered, onL-¥ A DOG} 
He then commanded the dog to be brought before him’; atid‘ obferved that 
he appeared to be much hcnefter than his mafter had been; however 
that he fhould be led through the camp from tent to tent, and beaten 
with fticks, and wherever he expired, thé mafter of fuch tent fhould pay 
the fum deficient. Accordingly the dog was carried to the tents of the 
minifters fucceffively, who hearing. the cafe, immediately gave fums of 
moriey according to their abilities, to procure the removal of the dog; by: 
which means the whole fum the suam demanded was raifed in a few. 
hours time. 

















Cruel as this tyrant was, fome of his predeceffors have not fallen mach: 
fhort of him: How will cuftom render the heart obdurate to the imprefs 
fions of humanity, and the ear deaf to the calls of mercy! It was an ane. 
tient puhifh merit in PERSIA for an offender to be put between two boards; 
and fawn afunder. SHAH ABAs thé GREAT is faid to have cut off a. 
man's nofe, and the flefh from other parts of his body with his own: 
hand, and afterwards obliged thé fufferer to eat them. 












To refume my own ftory : being uncertain which rout the army would: 
take, and by no means convenient to ftay any longer in the camp; the 
2th I vifited MUSTAPHA KHAN, and begged, as he had. honoured me 
with fo many marks of his politenefs and friendfhip, that he would now. 
dflift me with his advice, what rout I ought to take to asTRABAD: for 
confidering the fituation of PERSIA, and the d.ngers I had already gone 
through, I thought I could not take too much care. The kHAwn told 
me very ingenuoufly, ** You muft not go the direct road to AsTRABAB; 
* for the paflage through the mountains to the north-eaft of CASBIN i9 
« inhabited by people who are in circumftances to do any defperate acu: 
“tion. I advife you to return back to GHILAN, and if you cannot go 
* from thence by water to ASTRABAD, you muft take your chance by 

' * Jand 
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“.Jand through MAZANDERAN ; but carry a good guard with you. I will 
* give you two faithful foldiers, who fhall fee you fafe from hence to A- 
“BAR; there you may take other foldiers." I had now with me a frefh 
company, my RUSSIAN fervant only having been with me at ASTRABAD; 
and of thefe fome refufed to go at ll, and others were diffident what 
rout we ought to take. 


The next day arrived news, that the king’s forces had recovered all 
fhe country about sHIRAss, and were preparing to take the city by ftorm. 
I had flattered myfelf, that the snan would have called me before him ; 
but either from the diftreffed fituation of his affairs, or his perfuafion 
of the truth of the account I gave in, 1 had no opportunity of being que- 
ftioned, or of indulging my curiofity fo fully as I defired. ‘The manner 
in which EUROPEANS were prefented to him is this: they walked faft 
into his prefence, bowing three times; and though the Persians do not 
uncover themíelves, yet as he knew it is a: mark of refpect among EURO- 
PEANS, he required it of them. NADIR took occafion more than once 
to obferve of the ENGLIsH, ** that they are bold, and appear like men of 
bufinefs:." He was now expecting further news from suiRAss, and by his 
flow marches towards cAsBIN, feemed as if he intended to go himfelf, 
if his forces did not fucceed in the fouthern part of the empire. It is 
hardly credible with what untired attention he applied himfelf to bu- 
finefs. 


CossiM KHAN the chancellor being much in favour with the SHAH, 
was employed in writing an account of his wars: I queftion if thofe writ- 
ings have at prefent any exiftence; but if they have, as NapiR had a 
fight of them himfelf from time to time, they muft be fufpected of great 
partiality. I have had occafion to obferve, that the chancellor, as well as 
MUSTAPHA KHAN fupported his reputation ; and as the former had given 
feveral marks of his attention to our commercial intereft, I thought it 
proper to make him a prcient, though he alfo fhewed fome repugnance 
to the acceptance of it. I then took my leave of MUSTAPHA KHAN, 


€ He had in pzft times frequent occafion to fee the fervants of the BAsT-INDIA company. 
and 
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and received his commiflions for certain things which he wanted. from 


EUROPE *, He delivered me into the charge of an under-officer and a 
foldier, to attend me as far as ABAR. 





C H A(P. XXXIX. 


Tbe autbor's journey from the PERSIAN camp to LANGAROOD. Regula- 


tions of the poffmaflers in PERSIA : a remarkable Story of one of them; 
with an account of the PERSIAN couriers. 


HE 27th of March we fet out from the camp, the officer and 
foldier charged with the care of us were of the yEsauL, who, as I 

have obferved, are diftinguifhed by their caps; and whofe office it is in 
time of action, to fhoot thofe who turn their back on the enemy. Thefe 
men had been in iN D1A with the su An, and informed me of fome parti- 
ticulars in relation to that memorable expedition. This day we travel- 
led about 6 leagues to the village of suuBocuHr. The different rout I 
now took, exhibited the fame melancholy profpect of vaft tracts of excellent 
arable land lying wafte in one of the fineft climates in the world ; fo that I 
could not comprehend how the snan fupported his army: the houfes 
fupplied only fuel, and we faw feveral maroders pulling them down 
for that purpofe. The next day we paffed through a ruined village, co- 
vered on the gppofite fide with an inacceffible mountain: here we diíco- 
vered five períons, who as we approached, ran to their horfes, which 
were ready faddled, and tied to trees: they: took to their arms as if they. 
meant to attack us; on our part we prepared for a defence. Our two 
foldiers, who did not feem to have our prefervation much at heart, loi- 
tered behind, and entered into a parley with them: this gave me fome 
uneafinefs, and induced me to ftop upon an eminence attended by one fer- 
vant, to fee the iffue of their conference; but my interpreter foon rode 
back full fpeed, and reproached me for ftaying behind, declaring that if 
we did not keep together upon our guard, we might be cut off; for that 
he had difcovered four of thofe men were gone round the hill, whilft 





4 The fubfequent ftate of our affairs never permitted thz execution of this commiffion. 


Vor. I. K k one 
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one kept the foldiers in parley. His fears were not without foundation, 
for the foldiers who foon came up with us, had taken a ftolen horfe in 
exchange from one of them, who acknowledged to him, that the reputa- 
tion which the suRoPEANs have acquired for their dexterity in the ufe of 
fire-arms, had been our. greateft fecu ity. At laft we reached AsporkEN, 
one of the leaít deferted villages I had feen in this journey; we had 


been eight hours on the road, but found ourfelves advanced only five com- 
puted leagues. 


The 29th, We afcended a mountain, the feveral turnings of the road 
making between three and four miles: the air on the top was fo extreme- 
ly rarified, and the winds fo piercing, that it was with difficulty I drew 
my breath. In the valley we found a very different climate, and ABAR 
appeared before us in a delightful fituation: this city however was much 
in the fame circumítances as the others, and it was not without difficulty 
we obtained a lodging. The garrifon here was commanded by a fon of 
MAGHMUD the AFGHAN, who, as the PERs1ANS fay, fet out with only 
12,000 men, when he conquered fo great a part of this empire. "Tbe 
mountains, over which lay our direct road, being covered with fnow, we 
were under a neceffity of going near three leagues about ; and in the fpace 
of four leagues, the road was fo formed, that we were obliged to país a 
branch of the KIZILAZAN fixty-five times; one of my company having 
had the curiofity to count them: this river was about thirty feet wide, 
and two or three feet deep, full of rocks and round ftones, and the ftream 
rapid. After ten hours journey we arrived at a defolate caravanferai, where 
we found nothing but water; we had however provided ourfelves at a vil- 
lage on the road, where the inhabitants entertained us with great hofpita- 
lity: I obferved a tree with a number of rags tied to the branches, thefe 
were fo many charms which paflengers coming from GHILAN, a province 
remarkable for agues, had left there in a fond expectation of leaving their 
difeafe alfo on the fame fpot. 








The 31ft, We travelled near ten hours without finding any provifion 
on the road: as we approached the mountains which cover GHILAN, we 
found the reflection of the fun fo ftrong, that it was with difficulty we 

defended 
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defended ourfelves againít the fÍcorching heat. At length we defcried Ar- 
SEVIL, a {mall village, the fight of avhich fupported our drooping {pirka, 
almoft exhaufted with fatigue and hunger ; but we had themortification to. 
find only onc narrow país to it, and that was fenced up with large fir-trees, 
and a great bank of earth: we fufoected that the village was in ftate of 
rebellion, and to force ourfelves into it, might be attended with íome 
dangerous confequences: however neceffity filenced our fcruples, and we 
fummened all our ftrength, to remove the impediment, which coft us no 


fmall labour ; it feems the villagers, out of fear of the su An's couriers, had 
made ufe of this expedient. 


.. Spring was already advanced to the fulneís of its charms: the bright- 
nefs of the fky, the falls of water from the rocks, the variety of verdura 
on the different trees on the mountains, the lawns and corn-fields, filled 
the imagination with the moft pleafing ideas: we had now before us a 
noble and extenfive profpect, ftupendous mountains rifing gradually on 
each other, fome of them with their fummits covered with fnow, whilft 
others concealed their heads in clouds. [In the valley appeared many ru- 
ined villages; but the ferpentine channel of the KIZILAZAN, with the va- 
riety of lawns and woods, formed a delightful fcene. The courfe of 
this river, which is one of the moft famous in PERSIA, is rapid, and the 
foil it paffes over in many places, tinges its waters with a red colour *, 
The return of {pring naturally delights the mind; and to me it afforded 
fo much the more pleafure, as my paft winter had been attended with 
many circumftances of diftrefs. How happy, thought I, might PERSIA 
be, if a general depravity of manners did not involve her inhabitants in 
fach an inextricable confufion ; but how much more happy are thofe 
countries, whofe government is not defpotic, and whofe people are infpir- 
ed with fentiments of virtue and true religion ; the only means of blunt- 
ing the edge of thofe calamities to which human life is fubject. "The 
defolate country through which we had travelled for fo many days, made 
GHILAN the more ftriking. ARzry11L was bordered by olive-trees: the 
walks in their gardens were covered with vines, and their fruit-trees in 














* KiziL fignifying red, it is probable this river may be called k1z1Lazaw from fome fuch reafon. 
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bloom: here were few marks of art, but nature, with a little induftry, 
feemed to furnifh all that was needful or pleafant. 








Upon our entrance into the village, we were received with marks of 
hofpitality ; for the peafants knew we fhould pay for what our occafions 
required; but they were much alarmed on account of the king’s couriers », 
who without pity take, and without thercy ride the horfes of the poor in- 
habitants. In fact we had not been in the village two hours before eight 
‘of them arrived, who contrary to the ufual cuftom, were armed with 
mufquets, though in general they wear only fabres: their bufinefs was to 
examine, and take the depofition of the villagers concerning thirty robbers, 
who had lately infefted the country, and of whom we had feen a party of 
five, three days before, 









"Thefe couriers wear a white fafh girded from their fhoulders to their 
waift many times round their bodies, by which means they are enabled 
to ride for many days without great fatigue: they take horfes wherever 
they can find them, which frequently are not returned to the owners: 
they even difmount travellers, and often leave them to walk with their bag- 
gage. ‘The injuftice of this behaviour occafions their being fometimes re- 
pulfed and feverely treated ; though according to the laws, an intire fub- 
miffion is required, as they are employed for the king's bufinefs. Poft- 
maíters are fupplied by the king’s orders with 30, 40, or 50 horfes, ac- 
cording to their appointments; but as the demand is frequently greater 
than they are able to fupply, and the snuan's allowance very {mall, they 
are often obliged to abfcond, which is a great caufe of the barbarity of the 
couriers. One of thefe poftmafters being challenged upon this account 
by NADIR, an{wered in thefe terms: **'That I have not fupplied your cou- 
“ riers with horfes, is moft certain; becaufe for every ten horfes you 
* provided, you fent me twenty couriers: a man had better die at once, 
« than live to ferve a rafcal ;” and immediately he ftabbed himfelf *. The 
SHAH cried out “ that is a brave fellow ; fave him :" but it was too late. 


b Whom the persrans call CuorPARs. 
€ This is but the fecond inftance that I have known of a persia N's being guilty of fuicide. 


Whilft 
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Whilft I was in this village I obferved, not without indignation, boys 
of twenty, armed ‘with a military authority, giving blows on the heads of 
thofe, whofe grey beards fpoke their age, and the reverence due to it. 
This fort of treatment was practifed fometimes for very trifling offences, 
and frequently for no offence at ali: nor could I reftrain my own ARME- 
NIAN fervants on many occafions from following this BRAvE example; 
till I affured them they fhould receive ten ftrokes for one they gave. Hav-. 
ing refrefhed ourfelves, we departed in the evening, taking our rout over 
a high mountain, from whence we defcended into a pleafant and fruitful. 
valley, and croffing the KIZILAZAN, we took up our lodging two np 
diftance from ARSEVIL. 








"The ift of April, we paffed through the. narrow paths in the: moun- 
tains which guard the province of GHILAN, in view of many pleafant 
valleys, and travelling 7 leagues, arrived at cuEDuN ; here we lodged in a 
very mean caravanferai, which we left early the next morning, and arrived 
happily at RESH p. 





C H A P: XL. 


The author arrives at LANGAROOD, and finds naval preparations making 
. for an expedition to BALKHAN. He is viftted by a MULLAH, with whom 
be enters into a converfation. The MULLAH’Ss notion of marriage, alfo 
of. temperance, drefs, Sc. An account of the women, their marriages, 
domeflic fravery, and fubjecfton in PERSIA. Thoughts on jealoufy, and mar- 


riages in KUROPE compared with tbofe of Asia. 
A FTER the pleafure of feeing Mr. BRowN, and my other friends 
in R ESHD, the 4th of April I departed from thence, and arrived 

early the next morning at LANGAnoop, where I was for the third time, 
kindly receive: by Mr. ELTON, and tuo of the FRENCH miffionaries, 
who were then with him. They informed me, that all the fhips and 
veflels on the PERSIAN coaft of the caspran, had been taken into the 
sHAH's fervice, in order to carry provifions to BALKHAN; the king pur- 
fuinz 
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fuing his intention of erecting a fortification in that place, with a view to 
keep the TURKUMAN TARTARsS in awe; and by driving them from that 
advantageous retreat, in {fome meafure prevent their incurfions*. This af- 
affair was fo warmly profecuted, that the (hips already laden at ENZEL- 
LEE by the RUSSIAN and ARMENIAN merchants for ASTRACHAN, were 
threatened to have their cargoes taken out. 'Thefe naval preparations were 
conducted by the admiral MAHOMMED KHAN, whofe ignorance of mari- 
time affairs I have already mentioned: he was fo little a mafter of his bu- 
finefs, that he did not know the neceflity of navigating fhips at fome dif- 
tance from the fhare; nor that boats, on the other hand, muft coaít it. 
Finding me returned fuccefsfully from the camp, he appeared jealous of my 
refentment of his former condu@; and apprehenfive that the value of the 
piftols I had prefented him was greater than it really was; being ignorant 
alfo how to ufe the fcrew-barrils, he offered to return them ; to which I 
had no objection. 











Policy did not require the femblance of refentment on my part ; and cha- 
rity feldom warrants the reality of it. A mind fuperior to the injuries 
we fuffer*by the weaknefs or wickednefs of others, feems to be the fureft 
mark of that generofity of fpirit which chriftianity requires, and bids 
faireft to fecure that tranquility which conftitutes in great meafure our 
temporal happinefs. If we reflect that men generally act like themfelves, 
and are no better than their heads and their hearts permit them to be; 
at the fame time that this confideration teaches us whom to truft in the af- 
fairs of the world, it fhould inítruct us alfo how to ftifle our refentments ; 
and to think it our greateft glory to triumph over the pride, that is, the 
weaknefs of human nature. This is moft certainly the leffon which the great 
law-giver of the cHRIsTIAN world both taught and practifed. 


MAHOMMED KHAN was ordered to march towards AsTRABAD with 
the forces under his command. I vifited him to enqyire of what was 
pafüng in ASTRABAD ; and underítood that things were yet in the utmoft 
diforder. He and his family were under great affliction, news being come 
that MIR HASSAN BEG, a general, and one of his near relations, was run 


3 Sce Chap. XX. > He had heard that thofc fent tg A11 kou t1 KHAN were worth 1000 crowns, 
from 
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from the sHAHn’s camp to the rebels at surrass: nor were his thoughts 
lefs perplexed on atcount of the difficulties he apprehended -in the expe- 
dition to TURKUMANIA. He pretended to have received orders in rela- 
tion to the decree which the snan had granted, for the payment ef my 
lofs at ASTRABAD, and demanded an account of ‘the particulars of it, which 
I gave him. 














I was vifited here by a MurLAH,.wbo came in company with SHAH- 
VERDIE BEG, the perfon to whom I was ío much obliged: they enter- 
tained us with feveral quotations out of their poets, particularly with re- 
gard to the pleafures and miferies of life, arifing from the fociety of wo- 
men; and expreffed themíelves upon this fubject with great delicacy. 
SHAHVERDIE BEG was an admirer of BACCHUS, as well as of veNvus. 
After other remarks the MULLAH obferved to me, that though their 
law permitted a plurality of wives, and did not reftrain men in their 
number of concubines; yet they always confidered him as the moft vir- 
tuous man, who confined himfelf to one wife, without any concubine: 
he intimated his opinion at the fame time, that celibacy feemed to be a 
war apainft nature, and was confequently a vice. 














The tendency of the MurLAn's doctrine was plainly upon the CHRIS- 
TIAN Ícheme, of ONE to ONE; and that the ftate of marriage is the ftate 
of nature; confidering man as an animal, a rational, a focial, or an ac- 
countable being. The practice of the MAHOMMEDANs however feems to- 
oppofe all thefe principles, except the firft: no man can have a natural 
right to a plurality of women, becaufe of his fuperior wealth and for- 
tune; for if he has many, the poor man cannot have one, unlefs we fup- 
pofe the lives of men to be confiderably fhorter than thofe of women, 
which is not the cafe ; neither are there more women born than men. It 
has been a fubject often difputed, if polygamy tends to the encreafe of 
mankind: it is true in countries where it is allowed, hardly a fingle wo- 
man is to be found after.the age of 16 or 18 ; whereas this is not the cafe 
in CHRISTENDOM: yet if marriage among the cHRIsTIANS was fo uni- 
verfal as among the MAHOMMEDANS, it may be prefumed they would 
have the advantage, if they have it not as the cafe now ftands; becaufe a 
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defe& .in mature jn one man, could. render. only one. woman infertile; 
whereas among the polygamifts it renders many fo. 'Fhere are other rea- 
fons in favour of the CHRISTIANS, arifing from the freedom fo natural to 
mankind even from their infancy, which MAHOMMEDAN women and 
children do not enjoy : add to this, the plagues, wars, cruelties, and famines 
which happen among the latter, more than in CHRISTENDOM: butit is a 
matter of no great moment which has the advantage, if it is prefumed that 
it will not make any difference in the religion or politics of either. 




















Only four wives for life are efteeméd honourable in PERSIA ; and 
‘though men of fortune have generally more women, the reft are held as 
concubines. The notion of their marrying their fifters has been long 
exploded. Before marriage the woman is examined in regard to her 
perfon by the mother, or other relation of the man ; as the man is by the 
parents or friends of the woman. A report being mei; the woman's .pa- 
rents demand the price, which being paid, the judge‘, or, where there 
is none, the prieít?, having received notice that the parties are. ready, 
marries them, oftentimes without their having ever feen each other, "The 
PERSIANS may marry for a month, or any time agreed upon between the 
parties, in the prefence of the prieft, and feparate when the time is expired ; 
"but the woman muft not marry again immediately, unlefs fhe is certain 
of not being with child. If fhe is pregnant, the man is obliged to fup- 
port her for a year ; and if the child is a male, it is his ; if a female, hers. 
But marriage does not give them any liberty; for the women, to all ap- 
pearance, are confidered as little more than fervile creatures formed for the 
pleafure and indulgence of their lord. 














Happy were it for the cuRIsTIAN world if women were more gene- 
rally taught from the earlieft time of life, that rebellion againft hufbands 
in EUROPE is at leaftas great a crime as Ası ATIC tyranny over wives; and the 
thoughts of the latter muft neceffarily make them fhudder. The medium 
may be found in fome countries^; but the extreme is apt to prevail. Wo- 
men are not often taught the doctrine of fubordination otherwife than by 


E KAZEI. å MULLAH. e Perhaps as much in ENGLAND as any where. 
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cuftom ; which they fometimes call, and much oftener think an arbitrary 
invafion of their rights:. the undefftanding and the heart ought to füb- 
{cribe to this doctrine, in order to eftablifh this rule of conduct apon a fo- 
lid bafis. ‘Thus women might more generally comprehend, that fübordi- 
nation is neceffary to the very being of government; that the pre-eminence 
which men enjoy, confifts chiefl in a fuperior toil; that whether a 
man has the mind of an angel, or a brute, ftill the gentle paffions, and a 
fubmiffive conduct of a wife, muft eftablifh her power in the heart of her 
hufband more permanently than all the arts of pride and rebellion ; thus it 
muft be if fhe means to poffefs his affections: and if fhe does not mean it, 
he has the greater reafon to maintain that fuperiority with which nature 
has invefted him. And as providence has appointed man the guardian 
and protector of woman, he ought therefore to be the chief obje& of her 
love; not in an abftracted ípeculation, but in a manner fuitable to the 
great ends of providence. 














To enter deep into this argument, is not my purpofe; I only mean to 
recommend an obfervance of the wife difpofitions of providence, and: to 
fhew ‘how reciprocal the happinefs of mankind, as focial beings, muft ne- 
ceflarily be, as well from the make of the buman mind, as from the ne- 
ceffities to which our condition is fubjected. But there is one particular 
which I think ought never to be forgotten: the fenfible part of man- 
kind are ever lamenting the great want of friendfhip in the world: they 
form high ideas of the charms of it: they purfue it with anxious defires: 
but how few have virtue enough to enjoy it ; and of thofe few, how {mall 
is the number of fuch as are fo fortunate in find their equals ; infomuch 
that it has been emphatically faid, ** there are as many kings as friends." 
It is a common obfervation, that men excel women in friendíhip, as wo- 
men do men in love: it is certain the firft depends moft on the under- 
ftanding, the laft on the affe&ions; but it would not be any fubject of wonder, 
confidering the modern polite education of EUROPEAN women, if they were 
deficient in both : to the former at leaft greatdifcernment, as well as goodnefs 
of heart are eílentially neceffary: however as this amounts to no more 
than opinion, I may declare mine; that if there are not many friendíhips 
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in the wedded ftate, there are yet fewer in any other ; confequently thofe 
who are adventurers for a friend, ought to run the rifque of marriage, if 
they can fo temper their paffions with judgment, as to difcern the differ- 
ence between love and friendfhip, and make a happy mixture of both. 












Mankind are in many refpects the fame in all countries ; but the ma- 
HOMMEDANS certainly deviate from the laws of Gop and nature, by an 
arbitrary invafion of the RIGHTS of one half of the fpecies. ‘Tell a MA- 
HOMMEDAN, that EUROPEAN women are permitted to walk abroad with 
their faces uncovered, to fee, and to fpeak to men: he cries with aftonifh- 
ment! ** How is it poffible that the cHRIsTIANs cari fuffer fuch an abufe?” 
By this we fee he has no notion of a PRINCIPLE arifing from education 
and religion. ‘Talk to him of making wives the guardians of their own 
honour, with fome prudent reftrictions, as women may be differently cir- 
cumftanced : he fays, ** Alas! women are the fame in all countries; if this 
* conduct was permitted among us, inftead of a plurality of wives, what 

« fecurity could we have in oe property of one? I thank my ftars that I 
* was born à MAHOMMEDAN." In the light which they fee things, this 
is very eafy to imagine; but they forget, that their women would have a 
jue reafon to blefs their st ars, had they been born CHRISTI ANS, at leaft 
in countries where they enjoy one common liberty with the men. 











Women in as1A may fometimes live in harmony in the HARRAM: 
their lord may have a fecurity in the poffeffion of their perfons: kind treat- 
ment may even engage their hearts, but not upon folid principles. .We 
often fee cuftom and habit prevail over nature; but can a woman who loves 
a man, bear a competition for his diftinguifhed regard, without fuffering the 
corroding pains of jealoufy ? 





= The joys of an european hufband, who underftands his religion as a 
CHRISTIAN, and his obligations as a focial being, are certainly founded in 
seafon and nature: but to abate the triumphs of their boafted fuperiority 
over the MAHOMMEDANS, let us confider the number whofe lives are 
rendered unplezfant ; how few are compleatly happy, and how many mi- 
ferable by the methods eftablifhed in EUROPE in the marriage-ftate. Thefe 
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evils feem to arife chiefly from one capital error, which men are apt to fall in- 
to. Our paffions are as effential a pa of our nature as our reafon ; and wo- 
men, with fome difference of objects, are equaliy fubject to them with 
men. Where an ABSURD EDUCATION does not make their vanity pre- 
ponderate, love will ever prove the ruling paffion in a woman's breaft ; it 
will tin&ure all her thoughts, and give a bias to every part of her conduct; 
nor is this her crime, but her virtue’ and felicity, the order of providence, 
and the wife deftination of nature. ‘The great fecret of life then, is to 
find a proper object for that paffion: the hufband muft be himfelf the 
lover, if he means to be beloved: by the confiftency of his own condu& 
he muft infpire his wife with true notions of happinefs, that is, with fen- 
ments of true virtue and religion ; and thus he may preferve inviolate in 
the higheft fenfe the exclufive property to which he is intitled. 





But there is a great difference between a manly rational love, and a paf- 
fonate fondnefs. ‘The efteem which women of fentiments ufually have 
for men, rifes or falls in proportion to the opinion they have of their wif- 
dom; but the effeminate fervilities of a coating fondnefs bid fair to bring 
on that fatiety or contempt which he is moft folicitous to prevent. How- 
ever ftrong the paffion of fovereignty may be in the breaft of {fome women, 
the man who renounces his fuperiority, will for that reafon, become an 
object of her contempt. A mafculine tendernefs, and politenefs of man- 
ners, are the beft means of tying the bands of wedlock, and making them 
graceful, honourable, and productive of folid happinefs; towards women of 
diftinguifhed beauty, becaufe they are moft in danger, and always think 
themíelves moft entitled to regard: to her who is not beautiful, becaufe 
this diftinction, if fhe has any ingenioufnefs of nature, will infpire her 
heart with a reciprocal love; and as it muft flatter her opinion of her 
own merit, will give a proof of the tafte and underftanding of her huf- 
band. Thus in c'ther cafe, he will receive the ftrongeft fecurity of her 
fidelity, and the beft earneft of a mutual felicity. Marriage, upon the 
CHRISTIAN fcheme, is undoubtedly well calculated for the happinefs of 
mankind: all conditions have their peculiar calamities; but I am per- 
fuaded that moft of the miferies which are imputed to that ftate, are re- 
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ally owing to the abufe of it; for we ought to remember, that the man 
or woman, who is a fool before martiage, will not be changed by a mi- 
racle; but if there is good fenfe on either fide, this may be a natural means 
of their becoming wife. 
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There is an u ToP1AN fcheme which promifes well; but perhaps it is 
calculated only for uToP1A: it is inda:d too good for the prefent age: I 
do not mean that of buying wives, as they do in PERSIA, but to take 
them without dowry: the inheritance of the female, when fhe firít mar- 
ries fhould revert to the male-heir of a family. This fcheme is not the 
worfe becaufe it will ftartle a rich maid bred up in the fplendor of a 
court: human nature would be the fame; MEN WOULD MARRY: the 
defire of happinefs would be the fame, AND MEN WOULD MARRY THE 
SOONER, becaufe they might rationally promife themfelves More happi- 
nefs than experience can now ordinarily juftify. In proportion to THEIR 
felicity would THAT of their wives neceffarily be: more men would 
marry, becaufe they would follow reafon and nature more, without be- 
ing perplexed with the defires of gratifications, founded in avarice or va- 
nity : and as * no marriage would be made without love, fewer loves 
would follow without marriage." Virtue, and confequently happinefs a- 
mongít women, would be cultivated ; becaufe they would have only their 
beauty and accomplifhments to infpire the breaft of men. This {cheme 
would alfo enforce filial piety and duty to parents: children would 
draw this bleffing on their heads ; for it would create a ftronger connexion 
by the dependance which they would have on their parents, who in 
cafes of unfortunate marriages, might the better be relieved ; whereas pa- 
rents, by the large dowries now given, are generally incapable of giving 
more ; and their affections often become cold, by their not being fhewn 
that refpect from married children, which they would naturally receive 
under the ftronger influence of intéreft. 











This defign might indeed be the worfe for the rich, who have neither 
beauty, virtue, feníe, or any accomplifhment, except their guilding; but 
the number of thefe, which I hope is not large at prefent, would, then 
be very fmall. As to the variety of opinions among men concerning fe- 
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male charms, they would be more free and genuine, becaufe unbiaffed by 
any confideration foreign to nature » and if one woman was by this ícheme 
excluded from marriage, ten would find hufbands, who now languifhr 
through life in a wretched celibacy ; women in general are therefote in- 
terefted to confent to this propofal. -The riches of the world would be 
neither more nor lefs than they are: now: the RiGnu Ts.of a wife in a free 
country would not be abridged, except the RIGHTS of independency in 
point of fortune ; and what would they lofe by this, when it is well known, 
that from hence arifes the notion of a feparate intereft, which may be pur- 
fued WHEN AND How they pleafe; and the frequent confequence of this: 
opinion is nothing lefs than misERy to both hufband and wife, as. fome 
thoufands I believe are ready to atteft.. i 


. Whatever may be the confequence of too much liberty in EUROPE; in 
ASIA, at leaft in that part of it which is the fubject of thefe remarks ; 
the women are the abject flaves of men’s appetites, being but little remov- 
ed from proftitutes: and with regard to the men, their pleafures cannot. 
go much deeper than their fenfes. It is not difcoverable from the manner 
in which they treat the fubject, and as little from the nature of their cor- 
refpondence with women, that there are many traces of friendíhip 
mixed with love; confequently few partnerfhips in the cares or calami- 
ties of life; and as to the pleafures and amufements of it, they are necef- 
farily confined within very narrow bounds. But for the greater fecurity 
of their property in their wives, the only one which NADIR feemed. to 
have any regard to, on his coming to the crown he publifhed an ordi- 
nance, which made. it prefent* death for any períon whomfoever, who 
fhould attempt to corrupt another man's wife, or forcibly take a married 
woman from her hufband; for which reafon thofe who have beautiful 
daughters give them in marriage very young, that they may not be expof- 
ed to any violence. In the reign of mussrEiN, men of great diftinction 
were wont to feize upon what women they pleafed, whether married or 
fingle ; but-as NADIR himfelf was.a ftrict obferver of the law juft men- 
tioned, very few perfons had the boldnefs to violate it in his time. . 
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The women of GHILAN are very induftrious; the common fort are 
often feen abroad without veils, planting rice, and performing other offices 
of agriculture: and within doors they are employed in fpinning and working 
in different manufactures: but women of fuperior quality work very little, 
ifatall. QuiNTUS cURTIUS mentions ALEXANDER's fending to DA- 
RIUS's mother feveral pieces of purple, and other rich veftures, which he 
had received from MACEDON; that if the manufacture pleafed her, fhe 
might caufe her grandchildren to be taught how to make them for their 
diverfion, This, as the hiftorian reprefents, was refented as a great indig- 
nity, it being efteemed mean and difhonourable for ladies in PERSIA to 
work in wool. ALEXANDER excufed himfelf as being ignorant of their 
cuftoms, alledging that his fifter had worked the robe in which he was 
arrayed. ‘The PERsrAN ladies are {till of that opinion; nor is this fur- 
prizing, if we confider that in EUROPE, where induftry is reckoned a prin- 
cipal virtue, there are many women, whofe birth, fortune, and beauty, 
might challenge the higheft attention, who chufe to be ignorant of the ef- 
fential duties of life, rather than of the vain ceremonies and amufements 
of it. 











The women in GHILAN are fair, their eyes and hair black; but here, 
as in other places, they often ufe a drug with which they blacken 
their eyes: they appear at leaft to have received a tincture from it, but it 
leaves a blackneís on the eye-lids: they efleem large eyes, infomuch that 
as a figure to exprefs the higheft idea of the beauty of a woman, the 
females of paradife are reprefented with prodigious large eyes. In this 
province their features are ímall; thofe,-as well as their ftature, par- 
taking much of the DELICATE. But in general the GEORGIANS are moft 
efteemed for the charms of their perfons. Their children are bred up in 
the HARRAM, and like the PORTUGUESE and jews, are very handíome 
when young; but the males {foon change their countenance. ‘The females 
who do not labour ia the field, are feldom feen abroad except in a morn- 
ing before the fun rifes, and then they are covered with veils, which reach 
down to their feet. | When they travel on hofeback, every lady of diftinc- 
tion is not only veiled, but has generally a fervant, who runs or rides be- 
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fore her to clear the way ; and og fuch occafions the men, even in the 
market.places, always turn their backs till the women are paft, it being 
thought the higheft ill manners-to look at them ; but this awful refpect is 
buta proof of the flavery in which they are doomed to live. The cate 
which they take to conceal their faces, to avoid the imputation of acting: 
indelicately, and contrary to cuftoms has made fo {trong an impreffion on 
them, that I was told of a woman, who being accidentally furprized in 
bathing, fhewed her whole perfon except her face ; to hide which, all her 
folicitude was employed. 








The notion which the PERsrANs have imbibed concerning the female 
world, prevents their being involved in the diftrefies of love, fuch as lof- 
ing their fenfes for the fake of a woman, though they are betrayed into 
many improprieties of conduct on this account. Jealoufy which gene- 
rally prevails in the warmeft climates, is not unknown to the heart of a 
& PERSIAN; the nearer approach to the fun, may affect MAHOMMEDANS 
as well as CHRISTIANS; but as in the politer countries of CHRISTENDOM, 
women are generally confidered, in moft refpects, upon an equality with. 
men; and in PERsIA, as much inferior to them ; there muft confequently 
be among CHRISTIANS a greater regard to conjugal love. ‘The difference 
in religions, as well as in the cuftoms and manners of countries, will hard- 
ly admit a comparifon; but as jealoufy fometimes occafions the infidelity 
of women in EUROPE, it is always a fafeguard to them in AsrA, where 
they are never conftituted the guardians of their own honour.. 





We find cuftom has a great influence on the manners of mankind in 
all countries. In rRANcE there is a more liberal indulgence of women 
than in ENGLAND; and yet, contrary to this rule, I believe it is beyond dif- 
pute that ENGLISH wives greatly excced the FRENCH in chaftity; nor in 
faying this do I fo much depreciate the women of that nation, as afcribe 

.the natural effe& to the caufe; for the fupcrior excellence of our religion 
makes a ftronger hold ; whilft the cuftom of FRANCE, and genius of the 
people with regird to thcir gaicty, isa temptation ; for though chaftity, 
and great vivacity of {pirit, are things very confiftcnt ; yet the latter is, in 
its nature, apt to deccive thc guards who watch the avenues to the heart, 


and 
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and to flatter them into a perfuafion, that there is no danger near; where- 
as a more ferious turn of mind creates an awe, and keeps the enemy at a 
diftance. On the other hand, in porTUGAL, and other countries in the 
fouth of £uRoPE, where jealoufy abounds moft, and where the leaft con- 
fidence is repofed in women, there is moft incontinence : {o that it is hard 
to fay, whether jealoufy has tended moft to this immorality; or this 
immorality eftablifhed jealoufy, as a kind of national vice. This paffion, 
which feems to have its foundation partly in conftitution, muft arife alfo 
from indifcreet engagements, from whence proceed thofe fad apprehen- 
fions of being unamiable to the object beloved: but it is natural to con- 
clude, in moft cafes, that the more vicious men are, the more they 


fufpect others; and confequently are themfelves the more fubject to 
alarms. 


Now that I am fallen upon fo delicate a fubject, I cannot help remark- 
ing, that although men of fentiments are very cautious of acknowledging, 
that this paffion has in the leaft tinctured their minds, nor is it in the na- 
ture of things, that they can be ingenuous in confeflions of this fort; yet I 
believe there are very few men without a degree of it. The aged, the 
proud, the timorous, and the tender, are perhaps the moft fufceptible of this 
paffion, where there are any circumítances in the object beloved, to a- 
waken it; but afhamed as men ufually are in this inftance, the queftion 
is, if jealoufy is not a natural paffion of the mind, as a compound of pride, 
love, hope, and fear; and if it may by a fkilful direction aníwer feveral 
of the great ends of providence, as well as the other paffions from whence 
4 fuppofe jealoufy to be derived? What the fatal effects of the excefs of 
every paffion are, the hiftory of the world can furnifh us with inftances 
innumerable. Pride, love, fear, kill a thoufand different ways, entirely un- 
obferved by the generality of men, whilft one defperate act of jealoufy is 
entered upon record, and tranfinitted to future generations. 


If we confider jealoufy as a paffion diftiné&t from all others, and that it 
MAY be employed to good purpofes; the poifon of it will in a great mea- 
fure evaporate; for every paflion was certainly given us for wife ends. I 
believe there are not many men, and perhaps fewer women, who having 

endea- 
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endeavoured to pafs through life with innocence, are not without fingular 
obligations to this paffion ; I mean, with regard to THEMSELVEs, as that 
which has conftantly waited on them like a guardian angel, to protect them 
in their fidelity to their own principles; for if jealoufy is a natural paffion, 
its influence neceffarily extends to ou RsEr ves, though in common life we 
do not often make ouRsErvrs the objects of it*. This principle being 
granted, how often might it have guarded the honour of families, and pre- 
vented that diftrefs in which we have feen them involved. There is a 
vulgar notion prevails amongft women, fuch at leaft who are not .very 
wife, as well as thofe who are not very virtuous, that fufpicion is a great 
provocation to infidelity : whereas jealoufy, though it implies a diffidence, 
may be only fuch as is founded in a general knowledge of human nature; 
or a great infirmity of mind ; and though it is often a proof of pride, it can 
hardly exift without love; but a woman might, with the fame propriety, 
beat out her huíband's brains, becaufe his head achs, as be unfaithful to 
him, becaufe he is jealous ; for it can by no means alter the nature of her 
obligations. On the other hand, it is a duty in men to remember, that 
this paffion, if indulged, is an indignity to a woman, and does fometimes 
bring on the very evil it is employed to prevent. 


In countries where women are confidered as equally entitled to the pri- 
vileges of human nature, and are not only exempt from the fervile fub- 
jections of the EAsT, but enjoy the honour of being free, as well as the 
liberty of being virtuous, they can hardly be devoid of fentiment: and it 
muft neceffarily follow, that in proportion as a woman loves a man, fhe 
will avoid what is injurious to his peace: whilít ur, confcious of this 
ficknefs of mind, will be equally watchful that it fhall not offend her: 
and thus, by a fkilful management, their very frailties may be converted 
into a bleffing, and exhibit a thoufand .latent virtues, which, for want of 
trial, might never have been called forth. 


I have confidered jealoufy in a different light from that in which it is 
generally fhewn; but mankind are agreed, that all the fweets of love 
e This is ufing the term jealoufy for fufpicion and difidence ; but it muft be remembered that this 


term is warrantable, as when a man i$ JEALOUs of his honour; which, though a figurative expreiion, 
is very appofite to this opinion. 
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are no counterpoife for the bitter pangs of this corroding paílion : and that 
men are. as highly interefted not to inftruét themfelves in the art of felf- 
torment, as not to teach their wives an evilleffon. It may be alío re- 
marked, that jealoufy, abítracted from all regards to women ; as in ac- 
quaintance, friendíhip, and the intercourfe of the world at large, thews it- 
felf moft in the weakeft men ; though all men of TENDER MINDs are ex- 
tremely fuíceptible of it. Pride is generally its companion, and fear its 
guide; forrow and vexation of fpirit fupport its banners, and it leads us 
into the paths of mifery. This is the cafe when we fuffer it to get the 
aícendency ; but when fubfervient to the ends of life, it is, I think, produc- 
tive of the good I have painted out. 


To return to my converfation with the MULLAH, from whence thefe 
reflexions took their rife, he afforded me yet further occafion for moraliz- 
ing. He obferved that I did not eat nor drink any thing that was offered 
me, and being himfelf a vALETUDINARIAN, he afked the reafon of my 
abftinence: I told him, “It isa common faying in Europe, that a man 
** is a fool, or his own phyfician by the age of forty; I want many years 
“ of that period; yet my conftitution has given me great experience how 
** tottering thefe fabrics of our bodies are.” Here it may be obferved, 
that an impatience of certain foods, and other gratifications, is fometimes 
as prevalent in men of infirm conftitutions, as in others, Mr. pops, by 
what he fays of himfelf, has fet this matter in a clear light; and happy 
are thofe who can truly apply it to themfelves : ** My youth" fays this au- 
thor, as well as I remember, ** has dealt fairly and honeftly by me; and, 
** by early intimations of mortality, checked my career, and prevented 
* many injurious, and perhaps criminal exceffes into which my paffions 
* might have betrayed me." "The MurrAnH exprefied his approbation of 
the proverbial faying I have quoted, arraigned mankind, and condemned 
himfelf in particular, for want of that common attention to health, without 
which, he obferved, it is next to impoflible for fome men to pafs through 
life exempt from pain; and befides the mifery and perturbations of mind 
which it creates, it alfo difqualifies us for the affairs of the world. 


We 
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We now changed our fubje& ; apd he faid with an ingenuous freedom: 
« How comes it that you, who are abftemious in your food, are not of-a- 
* piece in your apparel; there ought to be an uniformity in a man's cons 
« duct." I thanked him for his admonition, and replied: ** In things I do 
*« not find injurious in their confequences, it feems to me a kind of duty 
‘© to conform to the cuftom of thofa with whom we affociate. You may 
« impute as much as you pleafe to vanity; but I muft confefs to you my 
« philofophy does admit of fome indulgence of this kind : different occa- 
« fions, and the different kinds of people with whom we affociate, muft, 
« in fome meafure, determine in what manner a man ought to drefs. Se- 
« yeral eminent philofophers in EUROPE have recommended the garb tó 
** be rather above, than below a man's fortune, in which I prefume they 
« allude to certain ranks in life: a good coat will often procure a man 
« admittance, where a bad one will expofe him to contempt. This is 
« no where more true than in your country, of which I have already had 
** a painful experience: and fince the world in general is governed chiefly 
* by outward appearances; and that innocence of life, or even ftrength 
« of reafon alone, will not purchafe much efteem ; we may, Ithink, ac» 
« commojJate ourfelves to the world in things which are indifferent in 
« their nature, whatever may be urged by thofe philofophers and divines, 
* who are apt to confider how things ought to be, rather than how they 
« are.” The MurLAmH fhook his head, and acknowledged the application 
« of the argument with regard to PERSIA. 











I had indeed been taught on feveral occafions, how neceflary .externals 
were in that country, as well to prevent being treated infolently, as to pur- 
chafe that refpect, which is of great ufe to the good conduct of bufinefs in 
that country. In trading nations, where the fuppofed pecuniary worth of 
men conftitutes the greateft part of the vefpect paid them, cloaths are lefs 
effential: but as thefe externals among others, are material diftinctions of 
an affluent fortune; even in fuch nations, fome refpect will be ever paid 
to a man's coat; particularly among the young, the gay, or the female 
world, which conftitute a very great part of mankind ; and that part which 
he is No philofopher who defpifes. 
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With regard to motives of policy and cuftom, this notion had carried 
our factors in the fouth of PERsIA niuch farther than us who came from 
the cold regions of RussiA: .tbey had their gold cAALLEANs, rich 
SH ASHES, running footmen, led horfes, &c. Their drefs was PERSIAN, 
except the hat and wig, and their garments for parade were lined with 
SABLES. SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN gave them a noble palace and fine 
ardens; and once, at a public entertainment made for this prince, the 
factors fpread the ground with fcarlet-cloth for him to walk on from the 
royal palace to their.own, and afterwards gave the cloth to the foldiers. 
This conduct was in fome inftances political amongft fo oftentatious a 
people as the PERSIANS, and no doubt had its good effects; and the trade, 
whilft it was in a flourifhing condition, might poffibly fupport a confide- 
rable expence : but the invafion of the arGHANs no longer permitted the 
continuance of it, and other prudential reafons now reftrain thefe factors 
in a very great meafure. Mr. eLgon however thought it becoming the 
rank he bore in his mafter’s fervice, to have four running footmen to at- 
tend him ; his adjutant was gallantly mounted, and carried a light fowling- 
piece at the head of the cavalcade: the rear was brought up by the cAAr- 
LEAN bearer on horfeback, who carried a vakT AN ^ with provifions,. 
outward garments, and the like: but I cannot fay, this fhadow of a pre- 
carious pomp was any addition to my pleafure, becaufe I knew his ap- 
pointments of 2500 crowns‘ a year were not equal to it. 





The converfation of the MULLAH gave occafion to many other re- 
flexions; but thofe already mentioned exceed the bounds I have prefcribed 
to myfelf in this work. 


à Leather pannier. ! This was the falary allowed by NAD1R sHAH, to which he added an 


occafional prefent or two of 500 crowns, and vERY LARGE promifes, which probably would not 
have produced any thing. 


CHAP. 








XLI. 


The author detained in expeétation of the arrival of captain WOODROOFE. 
Defcription of tbe province of GHILAN. 





HE month of April being. now almoft expired, I grew ftill more 
impatient to fee Captain wcoDROOFE, intending to go to ASTRA- 
BAD by fea. Mr. ELTON endeavoured to render my hours as pleafant as 
fo wretched a place as LANGARooD could make them, and obliged me 
often with the ufe of the fine horfe which the snan had given him. 








I now fent a fecond courier to NASEER AGA, to inform him in what. 
fituation I was, and that I determined to go by land, if the fhip did not 
arrive in two or three days. Providence feemed to order things apparent- 
ly for the beft: the heavy oppreffions which had induced the people of 
ASTRABAD to rebel, and the dreadful confequences of that rebellion, 
could not but draw commiferation. But my fentiments of their fufferings 
afforded me no affurance of their regard to juftice, much lefs of their for- - 
bearance to injure me in the profecution of my bufinefs, if they.had an. 
opportunity of doing it. During my ftay in GHiL AN many of the rebels 
were removed by death, whom my prefence could not have faved, and. 
their adherents being the more humbled, were probably the lefs difpofed 
to acts of violence. The feveral journies which I made in GHILAN af- 
forded me an opportunity of making fome remarks on that province: and. 
my leifure allowed me time to commit them to writing. . 


GHILAN is covered on one fide by a mountain, nearly in form of a 
creícent; and what adds much to its beauty is the abundance of tim- 
ber, and other wood, and the feveral romantic fcenes which. the various 
face of the earth affords. At the foot of the mountain to the eaftward, 
near the bay is a. hot bath, the water of which is. of a yellowifh colour, 
and much efteemed for its medicinal qualities. ‘The feveral paffes into 
'GHILAN are all very difficult ; the narrow pafs which leads to it from the 
eaft through ASTRABAD and MAZANDERAN, and from the weft by LEN- 
GER-KUNAN, are not much inferior to that of PILE-RUBAR already men- 


tioned. 
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tioned.. From hence it arofe, that the. kings of PEnRsrA have ever found 
it very difficult to keep the inhabitants of the fouthern coaft of the CAS- 
PIAN in fubjection, and {till more, to reduce them when they have once 
rebelled: NADIR feemed to make it a maxim, never to kee 


he eas p any troops 
on this coaft. 


`. Resun, the chief city in GHIL AN, about 20 years ago was furrounded 
by a thick wood, which rendered it extremely unwholfome ; infomuch that 
the ARMENIANS, who came from TURKEY to buy filk, ufually ftopped a 
day’s journey fhort of this place, and fent their fervants into the city. But 
the RussrANs no fooner poffeffed this beft part of the province, than they 
cleared the ground for near fifteen miles to the fouthward, and a profpect 
is now opened which is bounded only by the mountains: thefe are very 
lofty, their tops being generally covered with fnow through the whole 
year. The air of GuirAN, though admirably adapted to the cultivation of 
raw filk and rice, of which no province has fuch plenty, is far from. being 
healthful; the fudden changes of it are productive of agues, ef{pecially to 
thofe who are carelefs in their cloathing. "The numerous maríhes occa- 
fioned by the inundation of the caspian, the rice-fields often laid under 
‘water, and the vicinity of the mountains which are covered with wood, all 
contribute to hurt the air, efpecially when the heat of the fun is violent, 
and confequently the exhalations ftrong. There are frogs and gnats innume- 
rable, nor are {piders lefs abundant; the extreme moifture of the earth 
breeds infects even in their houfes, whilft the air is fo productive of ruft, 
that even the work of a watch can with difficulty be preferved. The in- 
habitants of the province obferve, that women, mules, and poultry enjoy 
health, when all other animals pine away with ficknefs ; from whence it 
may be concluded, that the confinement of the women contributes to their 
prefervation. June, July, and Anguft are their moft unhealthy months: 
in October, November, and December they have generally heavy rains. 
In the year 1741 an incredible quantity of {now fell, infomuch that the 
people of Resup had no communication with each other for fome days, 
but from their houfe-tops, which however are not very lofty : they even 
aíiured me that the {now was, in fome places, to the depth of feven yards. - 


They 
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They enjoy here a long fpring: their lawns and meadows are ftrewed 
with flowers, and the bufhes with honey-fuckles, fweet biars, and rofes. 
The foil is exceeding fertile, producing fome hemp and hops, and al- 
moft every kind of fruit without culture; for befide oranges, lemons, 
peaches, and pomegranates, here are abundance of grapes, the vines fup- 
porting themíelves on the trees, and, growing wild in the mountains with 
great luxuriancy ; fo that a confiderable part of this province is quite a pa- 
radife, notwithftanding the many great inconveniences which attend it. 
Their grapes, for want of cultivation, are not of the moft excellent kind ; 
nor will they make tolerable wine, without a mixture of raifins from the 
fouthern parts of the empire; but thefe fermented together produce very 
good wine. Their other fruits are not reckoned wholefome, cípecially to fo- 
reigners; the peaches and figs, in particular, partake much of the perni- 
cious moifture which predominates in the lower parts of the province. 
GHILAN is alfo remarkable for p:oducing great quantities of box- wood, 
for which camels have an extreme fondnefs, though it is their immediate 
death if they eat of it; for this reafon there are few or no camels brought 
into this province, their caravans confifting of horíes, mules, and cows . 


There are feveral rivers and inlets on the coaft of GHILAN that abound 
in fifh: the moft remarkable in the river of LANGAROoD, are pike, carp, 
a fpecies of cod, and an oily fifh called cor TooME, much efteemed by 
the PERSIANS; the head of it refembles that of a mullet, but the colour, 
fins, and fcales are like thofe of a carp. "There is another fifh found in 
moft of the rivers and inlets on the PERSIAN coaít, and alfo in the vorca, 
but never feen at fea: it is called soome, the head is very large, and 
has the neareft reíemblance to that of a dog-fifh, but the colour and fhape 
of the body is like a cod; it has no ícales, but from the navel to the tail 
there runs a foft fin on the belly, as well as the back : this fifh, as I have 
been told, is very ravenous, and devours like a fhark, though it has no 
teeth; the flefh of it when boiled is extremely foft, and is never eaten by 
the PERSIANS, 


* Thefe carry burthens like other animals. 
CHAP, 
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Ignorance of the PERSIANS in regard to maritime affairs. The author fèts 
out on bis fecond journey from LANGAROOD £0 ASTRABAD. Defcrip- 
tion of tbe province of MAZANDERAN, with the cities of AMUL, BAL- 
FRUSH, C9c. be is kindly received-by the governor of tbe province. The 
modern PERSIANS debauched by fpirttuous liquors. 





N the clofe of this month of April Mr. ELTON fet up the ftem and 
Æ ftern of the fhip he was building ; upon which occafion we drank the 
SHAH's health, and fired the cannon we had on fhore. The PERSIANS 
have very little maritime ftrength: in the gulph of PERs1a they once 
had between 20 and 30 fhips, partly built in EUROPE, and fome in 
PEGU and suRAT; but they were navigated by INDIANS and PORTU- 
GUESE. ‘Their fhip-carpenters on the CASPIAN were moftly INDIANS, 
who perform their bufinefs with delicacy, but are very flow, and unfit 
for large work; neither do they underftand much of the ftructure of vef- 
fels, or of the method of navigating them. But there cannot be a ftronger 
inftance of the ignorance of the PERSIANS in regard to maritime affairs, 
£nan that of MYRZA MEHTIE, who was appointed admiral of the coaft be- 
fore 
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fore he had ever feen a fhip: this was the man who was afterwards no. 
minated by NADIR, to examine into the CHRISTIAN religion. . Being now 
as tired of idlenefs, as impatient to bring my bufinefs to an iffue, I deter. 


mined to wait no longer, and accordingly the firft of May in the evening 
we fet out for ASTRABAD. 





Befides Mr. Lor Tus, who had péen with me in the camp, and on 
whom I depended as an interpreter, I took alfo MATTEUSE, the old AR- 
MENIAN, who was with me when the rebellion broke out. We were fix 
perfons well armed, and MAHOMMED KHAN had promifed to furnifh us 
with a convoy of fifty foldiers, if neceffary ; for fome of the inhabitants of 
MAZANDERAN, as well as AsTRABAD, had been in the rebellion ; and 
knowing upon what bufinefs we were going, and that part of the money 
muft be levied on them or their relations, it was not unreafonable to ap- 


prehend, that they would make no fcruple to obftruct our journey, if they 
had a favourable opportunity. 





The firft evening we were benighted and loft in a wood: we had fuc- 
ceflively procured feveral guides; but they all ran from us, apprehending 
we fhould treat them injurioufly. In this perplexity we made towards a 
houfe, where we faw a light, but found the, entrance barricadoed with 
trees: we ufed fome entreaties to perfuade the mafter of it to conduct us 
to RUDIZAR ; but as we could not make any impreffion on him, we broke 
into his houfe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, compelled him to 
conduct us. However unwarrantable this conduct may appear, it was 
quite agreeable to the practice of PERsIA in fuch cafes, and now feemed 
abfolutely neceffary, efpecially as we meant no harm; on the contrary, af- 


ter the man had conducted us to Ru Dizan, he was handfomely paid for 
his trouble. 


The 2d, We faw a fhip in the offing’, upon which we ftopt at a 
little village in thé mountains, and fent an exprefs to LANGARooD; but 
receiving anfwer the next day, that this fhip was not captain wooDROOFE’s, 
we proceeded on our journey without any more flattering expectations. 


a Sea term for a fhip which appears on a coaft. 


Vor. I. Nn Travel- 
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Travelling about fix leagues, we foon entered the province of MAZANDE- 
RAN, the weather being extremely delightful. ‘Two of the carriers of my 
baggage through fear, or fome worfe caufe, left us and their loads in a very 
abrupt manner. The 4th, my horfes and mules being at pafture, were 
vifited by a wolf of a very extraordinary fize, of which there are numbers 
in thefe mountains; being driven off by the guard which was fet for fuch 
purpofes, this animal contented himfelf with killing a cow. Inthe morn- 
ing we fet out early, and came up with a detachment of fifty foldiers, the 
commander of which very courteoufly offered his fervice to convoy us. . 

















I obferved that fome of the lower parts of MAZANDERAN very much re- 
femble GHILAN ; but they are not fo clofely encircled by mountains, and 
the air is more free and pure. This province alfo abounds in water, of 
which many ftreams iffue from the fprings in the mountains; but the rice- 
fields require a plentiful diftribution of it. They tell a ftory of an inha- 
bitant of the low-lands, who being afked the length of the province, an- 
fwered, ** Toor up to the waift,” the word Toor in PERSIC fignifies 
length; but, in the dialect of the province, mud. In the time of ALEXAN- 
DER the GREAT thefe people were called MARDI, and the antient name 
of the province of MAZANDERAN was MARGIANA. This country is as 
fruitful as GHILAN, and mùth more healthful; in fact the inhabitants are 
ftronger, and more robuft. It produces great quantities of cotton, which 
are fent in large boats to the market at REsup, from whence part of it is 
carried into Russia ; and this is the only province in the north of PERSIA 
that produces fugar. 








This day we arrived at KiRcurrr, a little village near the fea-fhore, 
where we met with a courier from MAHOMMED KHAN, with an open 
letter, requiring the commander of the fifty men to march along the coaft, 
and feize all the boats for the su An's fervice. ‘This order was conducted 
with fo little fecrecy, that befides the letter being open, it was delivered by 
miftake to my interpreter. The peafants and boatmen, having had pre- 
vious notice, concealed in the creeks the few boats that were on the coaft. 
The ufual method, in fuch cafes, is to oblige the elders to make report in 
writing of what boats belong to the village; and if they are difcovered 

to 
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to conceal any, they are feverely fined. I prefented the commander of 
the fifty men witlt cloth for a coat, and obtained a detachment of ten of 
his foldiers for our convoy. | 


The earth having been refre(hed with heavy fhowers of rain, we made 
two ftages, and travelled eleven hours. As we advanced deeper into the 
province, the villagers grew more infolent, infomuch that one of them 
feized the.commander of my ten men by his throat. It is very dangerous 
to come to extremities with thefe peafants, whofe numbers and refolution 
enable them to contend: for if they beat or diftrefs any one, they are often 
called to an account in fuch a manner, that, of the two evils, they think 
murder the leaft, in hopes it may prevent enquiry ; or at worft they. can 
hide themfelves in their mountains. The houfe affigned for my lodging, 
was inhabited by women and children, to whofe intreaties it was my duty 
to fubmit, though contrary to cuftom in fuch cas ; I therefore pitched my 
tent. Night drawing on, we difcovered ourfelves to be in a very bad neigh- 
bourhood; the villagers here had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, 
and formed a defign of attacking MAHOMMED KHAN, as he retired before 
the TURKUMANS; their fituation being fuch, that ten men might have 
defeated the K&AN,*and liis whole party. ‘Thefe people now imagining 
us to be extremely rich, would not be perfyaded that our braís buttons 
were not gold: their chief boafted of his great dexterity in the ufe of fire- 
arms, as a fpecimen of which he killed a fmall bird on a lofty tree with a 
fingle ball. The villagers being now alarmed with apprchenfions, that my 
convoy had orders to apprehend them, took to their arms, and retired, re- 
fufing to fupply the foldiers with any provifions; however I procured food 
for them, upon condition that they, together with fome of my own people, 
fhould remain under arms during the night. The inhabitants.in the neigh- 
bouring mountains were alfo no leís diíaffected ; and feveral horfemen 
came into the village during the night, - but finding us on our guard, they 
feigned excufes fog their urffeafonable motions, and retired. ! 











































The 6th, The dangerous fituation in which I had flept, produced an 
equal fatisfaction on my departure. By feven in the morning the fun was 
extremely hot; I obíesved that the PERs1ANs are not cautious of the im- 
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preffions of the fun in any degree equal to the PorTUGUEZE; for the 
laft feldom travel without a cloak and umbrello, they alío ufe ícull-caps 
of paper, or a cabbage-leaf under their hats ; here the common people only 
guard the crown of the head, which is often bare in other parts, with a 
filk-quilted fcull-cap. The intenfe a&tion of the fun, even in more mode- 
rate climates, I conceive to be injurious beyond the common attention of 
phyficians, efpecially to feverifh conftitutions ; and that the evils arifing from 
it are oftentimes not traced to their real caufe. About nine, we took fhel- 
ter in a wood, and pitched our tents, determining to travel only in the 
evenings, or at night. The 7th, we travelled five leagues: on the road 
we met feveral peaíants returning home with rice, which the snan had 
caufed to be diftributed among them; and we underftood likewife they 
were excufed from taxes, which they courp NoT pay. Early the next 
morning we ftruck our tents; the foldiers, contrary to their engagement, 
having left us in the night to take care of ourfelves. 


As. we approached towards AMUL, the country appeared ftill more 
pleafant: this city is fituated in a plain at the foot of that part of mount 
TAURUS, where the PERSIANS fay ALEXANDER encamped, and refrefhed 
his army: it is watered by a river, over which there is- a fumptuous 
bridge of 12 arches. They have a tradition, that if any governor or com- 
mander país over it on horfeback, he will foon be deprived of his office, if 
not of his life; and that whoever would not be purfued by ill fortune, 
ought to walk over it: this however is certain, that although the ftream 
is rapid, and the water foul, the pERSIANS generally ford it: and as I 
did not chufe to be regarded as a perfon excluded from the common boun- 
ties of heaven, I thought proper to comply fo far as to lead my horfe, and 
walk over the bridge. Here we found the ruins of an old fortrefs, which 
had been very ftrong and regular, beyond any I faw in PERSIA: the walls 
were of brick, and of great thickfiefs ; they fay it has been repaired every 
two hundred years fince the time of the original foundation, faid to be 
4000 years ago; but this unluckily happens to be before the deluge, ac- 
cording to our accounts. It is certain however that this is one of the ci- 
ties of the antient PERSIANS, and much efteemed for its fituation y^ the 
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fovereigns of this country. Here is a palace built with ftone, which the 
famous sHAH ABAS often made bis refidence: it has two ftories which 
command a pleafant profpect, and is well contrived for coolnefs and con- 
veniency. ‘The garden is remarkable for the fize and height of its cyprus- 
trees. . 





In this city I met a writer in the fervice of MAHOMMED KHAN; who 
received me with great civility, and exprefied much concern that he was 
ignorant of my circumftances, when I was in his company retiring before 
the TuRKUMANS. He informed us, that sapoc AGA, andshis TARTARS, 
when they came into this place, were not'above 1 co in number ; but as his 
máafter the KHAN had only 60 fighting men with him, they would certain- 
ly have attacked us; if the townfmen of AMur had not magnified our 
ftrength, pretending that we had received a reinforcement from sH1RY AN; 
** We were afraid," faid.he, ** not only of the TARTARS, but of the in- 
** habitants of the province, who were ripe: for a revolt. Sapoc. aca de! 
* manded money and provifion. of this city, and, to.give a greater impref- 
**"fion of the force of the rebel-army, he required alío.no lefs than fifty- 
s thoufand pair of. .horfe-fhoes. As foon as the.townfmen thought that 
*- MAHOMMED. KWAN was marched cut of. danger, they affured sapoc 
* AGA they fhould make no difficulty in ferving him, provided he took 
** MAHOMMED KHAN prifoner. The rebels accordingly purfued the KHAN ; 
“but after a few.days, news. arriving from KHORASAN of the defeat of 
** MAHOMMED. HASSAN, and the.main body of the rebel army; thefe 
* people prepared to give sADOC AGA a warm reception, in cafe he 
** fhould return this way. Several of his party took to the mountains, 
‘$ but fixty of them came here, of which half were TURKUMANs: many 
** of thefe fought very gallantly; twelve were killed on the fpot, and 18 
** taken prifoners, and put to death. The thirty kHayars furrendered 
s themfíelves, and having been deprived of their. fight by order of the. 
* SHAH, are now in this city." 































The fecretary, having given me.this information concerning the fate 
of thoíe rafh men, invited me.to hear his mufic, of which one inftru- 
ment refembled a flute, another a kettle-drum, a third a gittar; an. old 
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man and two boys. at the fame time fung and danced. It muft be noted, 
that neither of thefe accomplifhments are taught, excépt to perfons who 
hire themfelves for this purpofe; in others they are confidered as mean 
and ignoble. Here I obferved the fame Kind of movements as in POR TU- 
GAL; and it is probable that the PoR z uGuEzk brought thefe dances from 
this country, as before the conqueft of -ormus they had an intimate con- 
nexion with the PERSIANS. ‘The boys moved their heads, legs, and arms 
at the fame time in a very extravagant manner; the writer however ac- 
knowledged the entertainment was not the moft perfect of it's kind: he 
then fent for a prieft, remarkable as a good finger; this man raifed his 
voice to a degree of amazement, his quavers were mixed with a.very 
harfh guttural, and the diftortions of his vifage fuch, as rather created hor- 
ror than delight; nor was their inftrumental mufic lefs ungrateful to my 
car. 








The people of AMur, as in many other parts of this coaft, begin in 
May to retire into the neighbouring mountains, where they live in tents, 
"nd enjoy cool breezes, delightful fhades, plenty of fruits, the moft de- 
cious ‘water, with an extenfive profpect of a fine country below 
them. Near this place are mines well furnifhed with iron oar, where 
the saan had his chief foundery for his cannon, ball, and bomb-fhells, as 
alfo forges for horfe-fhoes: and fuppofing the PERSIAN marine would 
fucceed, they intended alfo to make anchors. ‘They have plenty of rice 
and wheat, and alfo printed cottons, in which articles they trade with the 
neighbouring provinces. 


The gth, in the evening we left AMUL, and travelled through a de- 
lightful country till two in the morning, when, after refting ourfelves in 
tents, we departed for BALFRUsH, the capital of the province. My firft 
enquiry was concerning the conduct of the rebels when I left the place in 
february laft, and I received the following account. ‘The townímen, ap- 
prehenfive of the cruelty of the TuRKUMANS, or little concerned about 
their loyalty to NADIR sHAH, fubmitted very quietly to sapoc AGA. 
‘When he went in purfuit of MAHOMMED KHAN, he appointed ISMAEL 
SEG, a perfon of fome diftinétion, as their governor, but without leav- 
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ing him any forces. Upon the news of the defeat of the rebels, their 
governor was feized,’and holes being cut in his flefh, they fet lighted candles 
into them ; in this barbarous manner they led him about the market- 
place naked, till with lofs of blood he expired. 


If we confider a people univerfally alienated from their fovereign, and 
yet exercifing fuch horrid cruelties for what they efteemed no crime; it 
can be reconciled only by habit, and a cuftom of infenfibility, joined to. 
the terrors of this tyrant's power, which thus conjured up fo many mil- 
lions of diabolical fpirits to torment and deftroy each other. 


The rith, I vifited MAHQMMED KHAN, whofe houfe was a few miles 
from the city, in a delightful fituation. There was nothing grand 
about it; but the adjacent woods and rivulets gave it an air of fimplicity, 
and afforded more pleafure than the moft fumptuous palace, where we fee 
only finifhed ftrokes of art. In the area before his houfe were drawn up 
under arms 150 men, in two double lines. I alighted, according to 
cuftom, fome yards diftance from the houfe, and bowing with my hand 
on my breaít, advanced towards him.: the KHAN was feated in his AI- 
VAN, and received me with great expreffions of kindnefs: as a more con- 
vincing proof of his regard, he releafed a man who was tied, and con- 
demned to be beaten; telling me, that he did it for my fake, and to do 
me honour. I made him a prefent of fome fine cloth and a cafe of choice 
drams, of which this irreligious MAHOMMEDAN was immoderately fond. 
He told me I muft be his gueft, with many affurances that a proper 
and fufficient guard fhould be provided to attend us to AsTRABAD ; 
which province he faid was entirely ruined by the rebellion, and the fatal 
confequences of it ; defiring for my own fake, that I would make as fhort 
a ftay in that city as poffible. He obferved further that BEHBUD KH AN 
the king's general, was a very worthy man, but loved prefents ; and that 
this general, as well as the others at asTRABAD, were ordered by the 
king on an expedition to BALKHAN. 


As I had confented to take up my lodgings with him that night, he 


ordered poultry and fheep to be killed, meaning to fhew me fo much fa- 
vour, 
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vour, as to wipe off the ftains his reputation had fuffered by his ill trea- 
ment of me before; for he now pretended, that he was then entirely ig- 
.morant of my condition, or he had certainly provided me with a fufficient 
number of horfes, and all things neceffary for my journey. At dinner we 
had very little converfation ; for it is not the cuftom of the PERSIANS, on 
that occafion, to talk much; nor did the ignorance of the KHAN admit of 
his making many pertinent enquiries. As he was defirous to do me plea- 
dure, he fent for his dancers and mufic, with which I was tormented the 
whole evening, my nerves being too weak to bear fo much noife as was 
made by eight inftruments and three fingers: and here it may be worth 
obferving, that though an EUROPEAN ear cannot be reconciled to their 
tafte in mufic, yet ours is agreeable to them. When they had perform- 
ed their bufinefs, the dancing-men prefented me an orange, which was a 
civil way of demanding payment for their trouble. After dinner the KH AN 
invited me to drink brandy with him; upon my refufal he expreffed great 
furprize, that I being an EUROPEAN and a CHRISTIAN, did not delight 
in fpirituous liquors. As foon as I retired, he and his companions could 
not refift making trial of the ftrong waters I had prefented him: their 
ufual way is for each perfon to fet a plate of fweet-meats before him, and 
drink their liquor in tea-cups till they are drunk, which is generally ef- 
fected in a-very fhort time. 





The next morning we vifited the monument of the KHAN’s favourite 
wife, who had been lately buried in a wood near his houfe. ‘There was 
an epitaph, not differing much from the EUROPEAN manner: the author, 
according to the common fenfe of mankind, compared life to a flower that 
bloffoms in the fpring, and in the fummer appears in the full luftre of its 
beauty ; but in autumn begins to whither and decline, and when winter 
comes on, every guft of wind blows it to the ground, where it lays and rots. 


Before I took my leave of the kn an, I defired he would tell me defi- 
nitively what number of men he would give me for a guard; he replied, 
as many as I pleafed : but I foon found, that five men muft be the num- 
ber as far as KOLEBA WD, from whence only, he faid, there was any dan- 
ger; and that there I might obtain any number of foldiers. 

C Ii A P. 
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The autbor's journey tbrougb MAZANDERAN, A jfbort defcription of suau 
ABAS's caufew nd of tbe ahtient temple of tbe worfhippers of fire; as 
alfo of the famous palace of ASHREFF. Pyramids of human beads at 
the entrance of ASTRABAD. 


N the 13th of May, I difpatched a courier to Mr. EL Ton, to inform 

him of what had paffed in relation to the king’s bufinefs, and the 
intended expedition to BAL KHAN, for which captain wooDROOFE was ré- 
quired to be the leading fhip: by the fame courier I informed him con- 
cerning the buffaloes, which he required to be fent from AsTRABAD to 
draw timber : I was informed that thefe animals are yet ftronger than oxen ; 
but if provoked, are dangerous and intractable: they are very hot in their 
conftitution, and delight much in water and marfhy grounds. 














Leaving BALFRUSH, we travelled three leagues through a delightful 
country to ALLEABAD, where is a palace of mean appearance, but plea- 
fantly fituated. The moft important and ufeful monument of antiquity 
in this country is the caufe-way built by sHau ABAs the GREAT, about 
the beginning of the laft century, which runs from KESKAR, in the 
fouth-weft corner of the cAsP1AN, by ASTRABAD in the fouth-eaft cor- - 
ner, and feveral leagues yet further, being in all near 300 ENGLIsH miles. 

During this period it has hardly been ever repaired; it muft be obferved 

however, that few or no wheel-carriages are in ufe in this‘country, fo 

that the pavement is yet preferved in many places very perfect: in fome 
parts it is above 20 yards broad, being raifed in the middle with ditches 
on each fide; there are many bridges upon it, under which water is con- 
veyed to the rice-fields; but thefe are made level, and do not interrupt 
the profpect. From ALLEABAD to SARI there arc fome perfpectives from 
fouth-weft to north-eaft for above a league together, bordered on each 
fide by a thick wood, whofe luxuriant branches afford a delightful fhel- 
ter to travellers. . There are alfo many avenues into meadows and rice- fields, 
which variegate the profpect, and delight the imagination. 
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The inhabitants at sari were in a very miferable condition, complain- 
ing loudly of the king, and no lefs ef sapoc aca, and his TURKUMAN 
TARTARS, who had been with them for fome days, on the occafion of 
their incurfion into MAZANDERAN. Here we ledrn that four thoufand 
men from the king's camp were arrfved at HAZAR-JEREB, and that a 
body of forces, levied in this province, were ordered to take poffeffion of all 
the avenues, to prevent the inhabitants from running away: thus the con- 
dition of the people being rendered more defperate, thofe who had appeared 
in arms again ft the king, were become the more dangerous to travellers, 

















Sarr was built by the antient PERSIANs; there are yet four temples 
of the GEBREs, or worfhippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all this 
coaft: it feemed inconfiftent, that the pERs1ANs fuffered thefe temples to 
remain unmolefted, after the abolition of a religion, which they now efteem 
grofsly idolatrous: but they are made of the moft durable materials. Thefe 
edifices are rotund as of about thirty feet diameter, raifed in height to a point 
near 120 feet. Of the religion of thefe people, I fhall have occafion to fay 
more, when I come tafpeak of the everlafting fire at BAKU. 


The r4th, We continued our rout through amoft delightful country 
to ASHREFF: here the caufe-way was much decayed. SHAH ABAS 
delighted greatly in the fouthern coaft of the cAsP1An, and particularly in 
MAZANDERAN : he built .a lodge every two leagues for his refrefhment 
in travelling; many of thefe buildings were yet habitable. The cuftom 
of the PERsiANs forbids any fubject to fit in the palaces of their kings, 
whether they are abfent, or not; but this ceremony by no means fuited us 
who were fatigued. From one of thefe buildings we had a fair view 
of the great mountain DEMOAN, on which the PERsrANs fay the ark 
refted, whilft the ARMENrIANs afcribe this honour to mount ARARAT, 
which is alfo vifible in clear weather on the weftern coaft of the cas- 
PIAN, if what was fhewn me as fuch, is the real ARARAT, becaufe the 
diftance feems to be rather too great. 

















In the afternoon we arrived at ASHREFF, where with difficulty we ob- 
tained lodgings; my ARMENIAN fervants attempted to beat the peafants, 
| and 
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and compel them to procure quarters, though they had no better autho- 
rity for it, than what was derived from their being armed. The PERSIANS 
have been now fo long accuftomed to this kind of feverity, that I 
hardly obferved a fingle inftance of that private refentment and revenge, 
fo common amongft chriftians, particularly in the fouth of EUROPE. 


In this place is a celebrated palace built by su AH ABAs, far exceeding 
any on the whole coaft of the caspian fea. Over the gate which forms 
the entrance, are the arms of PERSIA, being a lion with the fun rifing be- 
hind it*, alluding to the ftrength and glory of the pERs1AN monarchy. 
Within this gate is a long avenue, on each fide of which are thirty apart- 
ments intended for a royalguard: the next gate in front opens into a 
garden, in the middle of which is a channel made with ftone, about 
three feet wide, and one deep: In this channel runs a ftream of water, 
which has four falls of about an ell high, thirty yards diftance from each 
other, each having a fmall bafon and fountain: thefe falls muft have a 
fine effect ; for on the fide near the ftream, holes are cut to fix candles at 
equal diftances, to the number of about a thoufand : at the head of thefe 
is a large ftone-baíon about fix feet deep. In the building there is near 
this bafon a fumptuous Arvan painted with gold flowers on a blue 
ground very well executed : here are alío feveral portraits, which feem to 
have been done by a HOLLANDER, but no mafterly hand. On the fides 
of the AIvAN are feveral fmall apartments, and behind this building are 
three other falls of water, which pour down from the fide of a fteep 
mountain covered with wo d. 








The garden confifts chiefly in walks, bordered by very large pines, 
erange, and other fruit-trees difperfed in beds, with ftreams of water run- 
ning between them. From thence we were carried into another garden 
much in the fame tafte, in which ftooa the HARRAM: there was no bo- 
dy in it; yet being the women’s apartment, it was confidered as facred, 
and we were not permitted to go into it. Before it is a large bafon of wa- 
ter, and a {quare with marble benches at each corner; a fycamour of pro- 
digious fize in the center, fhaded the whole with it's extended branches: 


* See frontifpiece of this volume. 
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here were alfo cafcades in the fame manner as related in the other 
garden. From thence we were conducted to a banqueting-houfe, which 
was dedicated to a grandfon of ALI; out*of refpe& to this place we were 
required to leave our {words at the door. The folemfiity with which we 
were conducted, ftruck me with a kied of religious awe; but this was 
foon changed into contempt; for I was furprized ¢o find the room adorned 
with paintings, fuch as could pleafe only a voluptuous MAHOMMEDAN. 
Here were alfo portraits of sHaH ABAsthe firft and fecond, and of fome 
other perfons, all by an EUROPEAN hand, but meanly performed. It had 
no furniture but rich carpets, which were then piled into great heaps. 





We were now fhewn a fourth houíe and garden, in which was the 
fpring that gave water to the greateft part of the whole: in this was a 
ftately dome, whofe top was indifferently well painted, and the walls 
were covered with pu Tcu tiles as high as the gallery. At fome diftance 
from this on an eminence is a fmall building, which feemed to be in- 
tended for an obfervatory. ‘The whole commands a view of a very fine 
country, the cAsPIAN fea being about five miles diftance: the vici- 
nity of the mountains on the back of this palace, the numerous caf- 
cades, and the mufic of the birds, gave me many pleafing ideas: but 
the unhappy fituation of the people {till returned to my thoughts, 
and blunted the edge of that pleafure which I might have otherwife 
enjoyed. 





The 15th, we left AsHREFF, and travelled four leagues to KOLEBAWD; 
tbrough this village runs a ftream of water, which parts the provinces of 
MAZANDERAN and ASTRABAD. Upon the road we met a courier with 
a letter from HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, to acquaint me that his 
eftate had been feized upon, his fons obliged to fly, himíelf imprifoned, 
and in great danger of being put to death: he therefore befought I 
would haften my journey, and ufe my intereft to fave his life. Manom- 
MED KHAN had affured me, that in this village-I inight procure a guard 
to ASTRABAD of any number of men; but according to the ordinary un- 
certainty of fuch affurances in PERSIA, no guard at all could be found; 
for the peafants, not liking their fituation, had deferted the village : what 
| added 
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added to this difappointment was, that befides the robbers which were in 
the adjacent mountains, the ocuR TJov pirates had made a defcent at 
this place a few days before, and murdered feveral people after plundering 
their houfes. We were fourteen in number well armed, and determined 
to defend ourfelves: the houfe in which we took up our lodging -had. 
been plundered by the TURKUMANs and KHAJARs during the late re- 
bellion, but upon the reverfe of t'ieir fortune, the owner had received his . 
own goods again, with. the charge of other effects. 








Having fpent the night with a watchful uneafinefs, the next day we 
went forward for ASTRABAD, pafiing by feveral detachments of armed 
villagers, who had thrown up an intrenchment fortified with palifadoes ; 
they were ordered to examine paffengers, and keep the road free. As we 
approached: to ASTRABAD, we met feveral armed horfemen carsying 
home the peafants whofe eyes had been put out, the blood yet running 
down their faces. Near the entrance of the city on each fide was a pyra- 
mid built.of ftone whitened over, and made full of niches; thefe pyra- 
mids were about fixteen or twenty feet diameter at the bafis, rifing gra- 
dually into a point to near forty feet ; at the top of each was a fingle head. . 
This being towards the clofe of the. execution, the greateft part of the 
niches were filled with human heads, of which feveral had beards, and: 
being fet a little projecting, added to the horror of this object. I had 
been fourteen days on my journey from LANGARoop, and found the. 
neareft computation of the diftance to be about 2 gò ENGLISH miles... 
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C H A P. XLIV. 


The author arrives at ASTRABAD. His reception by tbe sHAn’s generat. 

— Cruelties exercifed on tbe rebels. The author vifits MAHOMMED HUSSEIN 
KHAN. His character. Secret caufes of the rebellion in ASTRABAD: 
An account of the battle fought by tbe rebels with tbe sHau’s forces. 


HE 16th of May we entered the city of AsTRABAD the fecond 


time ; a fcene of mifery and defolation, which amply verified the 
prediction of the woman*. Upon my arrival I was informed, that the 


executions of that day confifted in cutting out the left eyes of thirty men, 
beheading four, and burning one alive, the laft having been a captain in 
the rebel-guard. ‘Two hundred women were alfo fent out of the city, of 


which one hundred and fifty were ordered to be fold as flaves to the fol- 
diers. 





The next day I paffed through feveral ftreets, which appeared to have 
no inhabitants except foldiers, and a few old women. 1 fent a prefent to 
BEHBUD KHAN the king's general, and immediately followed it myfíelf. 
He was feated in his arvan, with a femicircle of his foldiers drawn up a 


a See page 205. : 
little 
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little below him, judging and condemning the unhappy rebels, who were 
brought before hini one or two at a time, as he demanded them. After 
the compliments of welcome, he afked me why I did not ftay in AsT RA- 
BAD till he came? As I knew nothing of him when I left the place, I 
thought the queftion a little extraordinary. I told him I did not remain in 
ASTRABAD becaufe I was afraid of violence to my perfon, or of being 
made a flave to the TURKUMAN TARTARS; moreover that it was 
my bufinefs to feek juftice of the su An, whofe decree I had now the ho- 
nour to prefent him ; and then ftanding up, and taking it in both my: 
hands, ł lifted it up to my head, and delivered it to him: he ftood up 
and received it, and raifing it-to his forehead, gave it to his fecretary to 
read. I have already obferved, that the king ordered the money to be 
paid, according to the account I fhould deliver, out of the fequeftered 
eftates of the rebels; deducting the value of what goods could be found, . 
which were ordered to be delivered to me. The general faid, ** the decree 
** muft be obeyed.” I replied, ** You may fee how great favour the king has 
** fhewn us, not only in ordering payment, but that it fhall be done foon, 
** and therefore I hope you will pay honour to the decree by feeing it exe- 
** cuted immediately." He affured me it fhould be done without delay, 
and {poke as follows: ** You find how the rebels have changed their blood . 
* for your crimíon cloth. If it pleafes the almighty to give the king 
** health, no attempt of this fort will prevail againft him.” He then pre- 
fented me {weet-meats and large white mulberries, which are a delicious 
fruit: the prifoners were taken from his prefence whilít we eat: In the 
interim the fecretary made a complimental fpeech on the general ufe- 
fulnefs of merchants, obferving ** that they brought wealth into coun- 
* tries, were ferviceable to kings; and ought not to be offended by any, 
** but protected by all parties." 


BEHBUD KHAN had the title of ** high and mighty minifter of minifters, 
* and general of aT Tok, with the frontiers of ruRKUMANIA.” He was 
a ftout black man, with an open countenance, hard featured, looking fierce 
and undifturbed, as to any fentiment of compaffion. After a fhort repaft, 
a prifoner was brought before him, who had too large logs of wood fitted 


to 
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to the fmall of his leg, and riveted together: there was alío a heavy tri- 
angular collar of wood about his neck; one of the * parts. being made 
longer than the other two, ferved as a hand-cuff to his left wrift, fo that if 
he attempted to reft his arm, it muft prefs on his neck. The general 
afked me, if that man had taken my goods; I told him, I did not re- 
member to have ever feen him before. He was then queftioned for fome time, 
and at length ordered to be beaten with fticks, which was performed by 
two foldiers with fuch feverity, as if they meant to kill him. The foldiers 
were then ordered to fpit in his face, an indignity of greàt antiquity in the 
eaft ; this, and the cutting off beards, which I íhall have occafion to men- 
tion, brought to my mind the fufferings recorded in the prophetical hiftory 
of our Saviour >. The clofe of this hideous fcene was an order to cut out 
the eyes of this unhappy man : the foldiers were dragging him to execution, 
whilft he begged with bitter cries, that he might rather fuffer death: the 
general, whofe heart feemed to be made of the fame kind of ftuff as his 
fword, did not grant this cruel mercy ; but the man, being recalled for fur- 
ther enquiry, the execution was fufpended for that day. 












SADoc AGA was then brought before the general. The reader will 
remember, that this young man was diftinguifhed among the rebels by 
the rank of a general, and had the command of that detachment which 
was fent into MAZANDERAN. He had alío a principal fhare in taking 
my caravan of cloth, and infulting me by his jefts. Emir KHAN his, 
father was in fuch great favour with the king, that the fon might have 
been pardoned for his fake; but EMIR KHAN, fearing his interpofition 
might involve himfelf in part of his fon’s difgrace, declared to the suAu, 
that if sapoc AGA had been really his fon, it was not poffible he fhould 
have rebelled *. ‘This young man was taken prifoner in MAZANDERAN, 
and brought before the governor of that province, who bid him ** be pa- 
** tient, and confider his conditior as a picture of the world, fometimes to 
* ride, and fometimes to carry the faddle," alluzing toa ftory of one of 


b ** He gave his back to the {miters, and his cheeks to them that placked off the hair; he hid not 
4* his face from íha:n^ and fpitting." 
€ 'This is a common-place compliment to oriental tyrants, and has been often proftituted to the dif- 
grace of humanity, 
their 
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their prophets, whofe horfe died under him. Sapoc AGA being fent pri- 
foner to ASTRABAD, had his beard cut off, his face was rubbed with dirt, 
and his eyes were cut out. He was a youth of more than common viva- 
city, and when I faw him laft, was richly dreffed, well armed, and full 
of mirth. Alas! the fcene was now changed, his garb was mean, and 
his eyes deprived of their light: he drooped his head, and his voice was 
changed. ‘The general afked him. concerning my goods, and told him he 
muft pay for them; to which he anfwered, ** All that I- know of his 
« merchandize is, that they were taken by MAHOMMED HASSAN, and 
* by him diftributed to his people. Would to cop that MAHOMMED 
* HASSAN, and his whole houfe, had been buried deep in the earth e're 
* I had heard of his name. And how can I pay for the goods? I have 
« nothing left but this mean garb which you fee upon my back: indeed 
** this is fufficient ; you have already deprived me of my fight, and of 
« what ufe is life to me ?” This he exprefled in pathetic terms, and with 
that emotion which is natural to a darmg fpirit, though in the deepeft 
diftrefs; but upon his faying thefe words, the general ordered him to be 
ftruck a-crofs the mouth to filence him ; which was done with fuch vio- 
Jence, that the blood iffued forth. 


















SADpoc AGA being removed, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED was 
brought, with a collar and log, in the manner already related of the other 
prifoners. I might now have faid, How wisE vou ARE! as he told 
me when I faw him laft; but there never can be a proper time to infult 
the wretched. Perhaps, in ftri& juftice, I ought not to have put any glofs 
upon this man's perfidious conduct ; but in mercy, which feemed to be 
moft wanted there, I was filent, and took my leave abruptly, having my 
heart too full to fuffer this fort of entertainment. 


From thence I went to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, to whom I alfo 
made a prefent: this perfon has been already mentioned as father of him 
who was the governor of ASTRABAD at the time of the rebellion. The 
KHAN had been charged with the murder of sHAH T#HMAS, and pro- 
bably was glad to perpetrate this crime, fearing this prince's reftoration, in 
cafe NADIR had died in his expedition to iNDp1A: this old man was how- 

Vor. I. P P ever 
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ever in the greateft confidence with the king, and honoured with the 
pompous title of, ** the high and mighty minifter of minifters, partner 
* of a kingdom, and neareft to the throne; MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, 
* lord of lords of AsTRABAD." He received me with great politenefs, 
affuring me in the ftrongeft terms, that he would not leave the place till 
my bufinefs was done agreeable to the sHan’s orders: ** the king,” added 
he, ** has fhewn great favour and kindnefs to GEMAL BEG and you: you 
** are the king's guefts, and therefore ought to be mine: and you are now to 
** confider BEHBUD KHAN and myfelf as friends. I am charged with a 
** particular commiffion from the king to fee the rebels punifhed: I muft 
* do that for which I know I fhall be damned ; fo the king will have it. 
«c I know the people here hate me, and have fhewn the height of their 
** refentment ; but I am amazed thev were deaf to the entreaties of N A- 
* SEER AGA, a man without guile, who could have no intention but to 
* preferve them. How ftrange it is that a king, whom all the princes of 
« the earth revere, fhould not be obeyed by his own people! what could 
* thefe rebels be fo mad to think? But whatever they thought, thow 
** could they anfwer plundering you? well! to-morrow is a day of blood, 


** and I will make them pay you, though I pull the money out of their 
** throats." 





My fituation was not fo unhappy as to induce me to thank him for his 
bloody intentions; for though thefe unhappy men had been rafh to a'de- 
gree of madnefs, and had acted as if they meant to devote themfelves to 
ruin; yet to oppofe fuch execrable tyranny wanted only more force and 
wifdom to ftamp their action with a mark of glory. Nor could I behold 
without horror a man, whom a blind obedience to his prince could in- 
duce to fhake hands with everlafting perdition ; for fo I underftood the 
extraordinary declaration he had made. It is not improbable but the 
great fhare he had in murdering SHAH T#HMAS, the laft of their lawful 
kings, might now come frefh into his memory, and help to draw from 
him this confeffion. 1 told the xuan, that I apprehended great part of 
the money which ought to be paid to me, was already recovered; he ac- 
knowledged that it was, but had been appropriated to the king’s ufe; 

adding, 
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adding, that I fhould foon be paid: upon which I took my leave of 
him. 

I could not help reflecting orf thefe unhappy men, who fuffered the 
deprivation of their fight : although this muft be confefied a great calami- 
ty, according to the common fenfe of mankind; yet we find fome in- 
ftances of men ?, whofe internal fight has been exalted by iit much beyond 
what they might have otherwife onjoyed. The Persians fubmit patient- 
ly to the difpenfation of providence in this inftance : few of them are in- 
ftruéted in the arts of contemplative life, and yet they feem to arrive at a 
certain tranquility as it were by cuftom and natural difpofition. It is pro- 
bable that blind men are the more fincerely reconciled to the thoughts of 
death, and have fo far an advantage : the darknefs in which they are involv- 
ed, may make them long to break the chains of mortality, and bring 
them to the fight of the intellectual world. ‘The Persians regard blind 
men as dead, apprehending no mifchief from them; for when they are 
incapable of acting in perfon, they think their counfel cannot be of great 
confequence. 























I had now a favourable opportunity of enquiring into the more fecret 
caufes of this rebellion, befides the obvious motives of robbing the king's 
treafure, and my caravan ; and alío in what manner they conducted them- 
felves after I left them.  FATEY ALI KHAN, the father of MAHOMMED 
HASSAN °, I have obferved, had fome years before been put to death by 
NADIR, as I fhall more particularly reiate in the hiftory of this great 
ufurper. This created a ftrong jealoufy in. MAHOMMED HASSAN, 
that the late governor of AsTRABAD f meant to deftroy him alfo: for he 
knew the governor was entirely in the king’s intereft ; and this increafed 
his fear. SApoc AGA, and MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, who were but a 
remove from boys, pleafed with the hopes of a little plunder, and puffed 
up with military pride, fell into the fame opinion ; befides this, MAHOM- 
MED HASSAN had been in correfpondence with the pretender RADE, 
whom the TURKS efpoufed, and in whofe behalf he had lately appeared in 

4 HoMER, MILTON, LUCAS, and others. € The rebel-chief. f The fon of 


MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN above-mentioned, and a creature of NADIR. 
Ppa arms 
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arms in SHIRVAN, at the head of a body of 15,000 PERSIANS and LESGEES, 
and cut out great work for the king's forces. Thofe rebel-troops had been en- 
tirely defeated fome months before, which, had there been the leaft wifdom 
among the confpirators at ASTRABAD, muft have prevented MAHOMMED 
HASSAN BEG, and his followers, from appearing in arms. Weak and un- 
experienced as this young man was, to engage in fo daring an enterprize, 
he flattered himfelf into a belief that what he wifhed would happen, though 
he did not difcern by what means: he knew indeed that the king had no forces 
in MAZANDERAN Nor GHILAN, and but a fmall body in the parts of KHO- 
RASAN neat ASTRABAD. ‘Thus circumftanced he bribed into his alliance 
1000 TURKUMANS, all cavalry ; and between force and perfuafion, he in- 
duced 2000 people of the province, and the adjacent mountains, who were 
moftly infantry, to fbare in his fortunc. "The people of this province are 
called KHA JARs, and are fome of the remains of the antient BACTRIANSs?, 
fo much diftinguifhed for their treachery, as well as courage, by antient 
hiftorians: they were not many years ago eight or ten thoufand in num- 
ber; they have often plundered great towns, and feveral times repulfed the 
forces of the former kings, enriching themfelves by fpoil. 











When the governor and NAsEER AGA fled the evening before the re- 
bels took the city, they went feveral days journey into KHOR ASAN, where 
they found BEHBUD KHAN with the command of 1500 of the king's 
beft cavalry; but it was not till NAsEER AGA challenged the courage and 
loyalty of this «HAN, that he confented to march againft a force, which 
he apprehended would be much fuperior to his own: and indeed a fingu- 
lar providence intervened, or this body of troops had met an entire defeat. 
When the armies were near each other, one of the KHAJAR officers who 
had been forced into the rebel.army, went fecretly to BEHBUD KHAN, 
and told him, if he would give, quarter to him and his company, he 
would bring them all over to the king's party. This being accordingly 
promifed, the officer fecretly reprefented to his men the impoffibilty of 
fupporting themíelves, magnifying the number of the king's troops, which 


€ Some include kuoRAsAN, and other parts of independent TARTARY, in the antient BACT RIA, 
but it probably included the province of ASTRABAD. 
he 
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he pretended were marching upon their rear, as well as front. ‘The two 
armies being come to an engagement a few days journey to the eaftward 
of ASTRABAD; at the firft onfet the rebels killed 50 men of the king’s 
troops, and made the whole body give way: this advantage however was 
not followed, the rebels being moftly infantry: the KHAJAR officer above 
mentioned, and his company, turning the muffels of their mufquets down, 
now rode over to the king’s troops: this gave fuch a fhock to the kHa- 
JARs, not knowing whom to truft, that they gave way in their turn: 
the TURKUMANS, who hitherto were only fpectators, and perhaps never 
intended to act, except to plunder the camp of the vanquifhed, left the 
the field. The purfuit and flaughter of the rebels enfued, and many of 
them fell. MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, with about one hundred KHA- 
JARs only, and almoft every TURKUMAN, got fafe into the deferts, 
where poverty, and want of water, fecured them from a purfuit; but made 
their condition amongft thofe barbarians hardly to be preferred to death. 
Befides thefe, about one hundred fled to SHIRAs, to join the rebels there, 
and near the fame number went to BABYLON; but the BASHA of that 
place put collars of wood about their necks, and fent them to NaADIR’s 
camp mounted on afles. The king thanked the RAsHA ; but defired their 
arms and horíes might alío be reftored. 


Napir’s forces marched immediately to AsTRABAD, where they 
brought the news of their own victory, and fecuring both the gates of the 
city, hemmed in feveral of the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion, 
amongít whom was the governor BABA sADoc. The great humanity and 
regard which I experienced from this man, gave me the greater fenfibility 
of his misfortune, when I heard that his eyes were cut out ; and after fome 
days of pain, he was beheaded, and quartered, and the parts of his body 
expofed in different places in the city. 





CHAP. 








dne Walker delet Seui: 


C H A P. XLV. 


The manner of executing malefaciors in persia. The charaéter and num- 
ber of tbe TURKUMANS. The author follicits a reprieve for HAHDGEE 
MYRZA MAHOMMED. He ts offered payment of bis lofs in women flaves. 


Superfiitious apprebenfions of the PERSIANS. 
(€). the 18th of May I rcceived, in fingle pieces and cuts of cloth, to 
| the amount of 1600 crowns, which the general had ordered to be 
delivered. There was a much greater value in cloth found in the city, 
but the general thought proper to convert it to his own ufe ; which, the 
better to conceal, and at the fame time to encreafe his emoluments, he de- 
fired 50 GAZE more, which I delivered. 





In the evening eight TURKUMAN TARTARS were taken in the road 
near the city, and brought prifoners; upon which the general exprefled 
great fatisfaction, obferving that there was yet many niches in his pyramid 
unfilled ; one of the two pyramids being called nis, the other was in the 
name of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, The condemnation of a malefac- 
tor in PERSA is conducted with very little ceremony, nor is the execution 


attended 





Chap. XLV. THE CHARACTER AND NUMBER, &c. 305 


attended with any pomp. He is ufually carried to a field, or open place 
near the refidence of the military judge ; and the executioner caufing him 
to kneel, the delinquent pronounces his creed: ** There is but one Gop, 
‘© MAHOMMED is his prophet, and Azı is his friend," and then his head 
is taken off with the motion of a fabre in a thrufting cut, which in draw- 
ing back compleats the operation. 


I now went to vifit my good friend NAsEER AGA, who had received 
a donative of honour from the king, for the fervice he had done in the 
rebellion. This old man expreffed a high fatisfaction in feeing me again, 
after the great dangers we had both been in: he complained heavily of 
the loffes he had fuftained, which, though true in part, I confidered as po- 
litical, in regard to the refentment he had brought on himíelf, for his af- 
fiduity in the king's fervice. He declined talking of the rebellion, faying 
in general terms, * Gop would not permit that the rebels fhould fucceed 


** againft the king." 


The roth, I went to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, who gave me frefh 
affurances of difpatch ; and that a confiderable payment fhould be made 
in a day or two. Whilft I was there, one of the TURKUMAN chiefs, 
fuppofed to be ın friendfhip with the king, came to pay homage to the 
KHAN, and mentioning feveral circumftances in relation to his country- 
men, obferved that they were retired towards BALKHAN : upon which the 
KHAN, in an imperious and contemptuous ftile, delivered himfelf in thefe 
terms: ** I will burn and deftroy all the corn you have on the fronticrs 
* of PERSIA, and try if you will give me battle. I know that you are all 
« liars and villains, but a remove from beeafts: honour and religion you 
* have none, Your cloathing is filthy, and full of vermin; fhake your 
* caps, and they even cover the ground: your very eye-brows arc not 
‘ free. You have no better food than mare’s milk ; but if you have grafs 
“ to cut into it, you devour it greedily. As to your wealth, if a man has 
« two camels, and as many horfes, he thinks himíelf immenfely rich." 
The rurKuMAN lL.card him without the leat emotion, and indeed what 
the KHAN had (ail was in great meafure true; except that they protefs 
the MAHOMMLUDAN religion, and that they eat mutton and hortfe-fleth, as 

well 





306 THE CHARACTER AND NUMBER Part II. 


well graís and mare's milk. They have only a {mall tract of arable land near 
ASTRABAD, which they cannot enjoy without the friendíhip of the PER- 
SIANS; but the laft are generally the moft afraid, They reckon 2 500 families 
of the TuRKUMANSs on the eaft coaft of the cAsPIAN, near this fron- 
tier: in each family are about feven períons, of which two are fuppofed 
to be fighting men. Towards KHIEvA they are more numerous: in thofe 


places where the country will admit of their being purfued, they are kept 
lp awe. 


NASEER AGA now informed me by letter, of the arrival of captain 
WOODROOFE in ASTRABAD-road, and as the TURKUMANS and oGUR T- 
JOYS were in arms againft the PERSIANS, and pofleffed of a large number 
of boats, he thought it unfafe for our fhip to lay in the road. I anfwered 
his letter, and thanked him for his advice; telling him, we did not fear 
thofe barbarians; and though they fhould come in number like a fwarm 
of bees, if it pleaíed Gop, they would meet their deftruction from our 
great guns. ‘This was proper language to talk where the TURKUMANS 
had their fpies ; and was it not for the terror of our four 4 three. pounders, 
the fum of money, which I was preparing to fend on board, might have 
induced them to attack our fhip at anchor. We had fired upon their 
boats on feveral occafions, to intimidate them ; for as fome of thefe boats 
had twelve or fifteen hands all armed, we fhould have found it difficult to 
defend the fhip: however we had provided clofe quarters and powder-chefts, 


fo that they could not have taken us without an encounter, to which they 
were entire ftrangers. 


"The 21ft, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED delivered the greateft ‘part 
of my baggage, of which he had been fo extremely careful as to conceal 
it in a well, fo that it reccived fome damage: he alfo paid fuch part of the 
{mall fum he owed me, as he faidewas in his power. Nothing was more 
evident than the game he intended to play : if the rebellion had fucceeded, 
he would have robbed me of my baggage, and other things, to the value 
of near a thoufand crowns: but he was now reduced to his laft ftake, 
and depended on the clemency of the two Kuawns for his life, and I re- 
falved to try my intereft in his favour. In the morning I went to them 


when 
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when they were both together, having juft condemned, and ordered to 
execution, twenty-one perfons belonging to KooRDIEMALLA. I acquaint- 
ed them that the HAHDGEE had delivered my baggage, and I hoped 
would receive the king’s mercy. MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN faid to me, 
* Have you a defire that he fhould be faved ?" I anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, ** and that I fhould Iook on his mercy to the HAHDGEE as a particular 
* mark of his favour done to me ;" to which he replied: « For your 
* fake then he fhall be faved. His majefty has fhewn you great honour, 
* it is my bufinefs to do the fame," with many hyperbolical profeffions 
of regard. I returned him my thanks, with affurance of the high fenfe I 
had of his favour and protection. The HAHDGEE being thén fent for, 
the KHAN, pointing to me, faid, ** for his fake I pardon you;” and 
immediately his collar and log were cut off; for the, nails were driven fo 
hard that the parts could not be otherwife feparated. The HAHDGEE, 

from his knowledge of agriculture, and great experience in the manage- 
ment of his diítrict, was a very ufeful man, efpecially as the province was 
now almoft unpeopled: and it is highly probable the xu AN was glad for this 
reafon to fave him. 








I then acquainted the Ku AN of the fears which NASEER AGA had expref- 
fed in his letter concerning the ocuRn T Joy and TURKUMAN pirates, and of 
the anfwer I had made : he approved of it, and defired me to confider his 
houfe as my own, and the general and himíelf as brothers. I took my 
leave, and he immediately fent me eight live fheep, and four lambs, as 
provifion for my family. 


The HAHDGEE foon came to vifit me, and after making his compli- 
ments, before he could feel himfelf clear of his fhackles, began to talk 
rebellioufly in this manner: ** They have now given me my life, what 
« muft I do with it? They have taken away the greateft part of my 
<< eftate, my fons ^re run from me for fear, and I am left deftitute. Shall 
« I fly into GHiLAN? what fhall I do?" As I had no inclination for his 
further acquaintance, I did not enter into the nature of his circumítances, of 


which he was himfelf the beft judge. 
Vor. I. Q. q The 
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The 22d, Two couriers arrived. from the camp, with orders to the 
king's generals here, and in the neighbourhood, to prepare for BALK- 
HAN: this expedition was generally thought impracticable ; feveral. armies 
in paft' ages having perifhed in thofe.deferts for want of water, and the 
PERSIANS fay, that only TAMERLAN®, the great conqueror of tbe eaft, 
ever pafled it fuccefsfully. 


The 23d, I received 3000 crowns, having already recovered about the 
fame fum in cloth and baggage. In a vift T made BEHBUD KHAN, he 
demanded, for the fecond time, if 1 would take part of my payment in the 
women who were to be fold as flaves. I imagined when he made this 
propofal before, that he jefted, nor could I ever underftand how their re- 
ligion would admit of their women being fold to chriftians ; but the dif- 
traction of the times feemed to have deftroyed all diftinctions : I excufed 
myfelf, by faying the only merchandize I fought was raw filk. Being in- 
formed that my age was 32, he expreffed great aftonifhment at my hoary 
locks, till I informed him it was a wig, which he took for my own hair. 





The 24th, The city was alarmed, with news of the return of: the TuR- 
KUMANS, who had carried off a great quantity of corn; upon which a 
difpofition was made for cutting off their retreat. MAHOMMED HUSSEIN 
KHAN and the general differed extremely in their tempers and difpofitions ; 
the former was the moft cruel, as well as avaricious. There were yet 
two hundred perfons in prifon, of whom many were not guilty: the ge- 
neral bluntly told the KHAN, ** the sHAH has given you the power, ufe it 
“as you pleafe ; but I will not be concerned in faving the guilty, nor in 
“« condemning the innocent." A colonel in the army, who had been in 
favour with the saam, and now was unjuftly imprifoned by the KHAN, 
found means to acquaint the snan with thefe illegal proceedings; the 
KHAN, having difcovered this correfpondency, raved like a madman: at 
night 200 men were fent to cut down the TURKUM^ANS corn, and to 
burn what they could not bring away. 








CH A FP. 
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Joun ELTON ordered upon an expedition againft tbe TURKUMANS who ina 


vade PERSIA.  Perfidy and venality of the PERSIANS. 


SH E 26th of May, 1744. appeared a ftrange phenomenon, as the 
L PERSIANS idly imagined. A fmoke arofe from the top of a lofty 
tree, no fire, nor any other object having been vifibly conveyed there. 
The moft fuperftitious intimated, that the suam was certainly dead ; the 
tree being an image of his greatnefs, and the fmoak of his breath, which 
was now departing from him. This alarm, however ridiculous, was dan- 

erous with regard to my fafety, well as the recovery I folicited ; but it 
did not laft long, for one who had the happinefs to enjoy more com- 
mon fenfe than the generality, difcovered that it was an old bird's neft, 
which having been much moiftened with rain, the fun drew an exhala- 
tion from it. News was now brought, -that the shan had ordered Mr. 
ELTON to take charge of all the fhips which were to go with provifions 
to BALKHAN, confeffing that his own people had no knowledge of fea- 
affairs, and declaring in flattering terms, that he knew GEMAL BEG * ferv- 





The name now given to Mr. ELTON. 


Qq2 ed 
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ed him out of love and regard, and not out of fear or avarice. The soar 
however difcovering there was danger of lofing his forces in this expedi- 
tion, fent EMIR KHAN on an embafly to the TURKUMANS, to invite 
them to a fubmiffion. One of the rurKumMAN chiefs at the fame time 
wrote to the sHAH, reprefenting the impoffibility of his building a fort at 
BALKHAN, unleís he meant to deftroy all the forces he fent there, or all 
the TURKUMANS, intimating their determined refolution not to fubmit. 





The number of men who had been cut off, having made women very 
cheap, and the diftraction of the times, as I have obferved, preventing the 
diftincton of CHRISTIAN and MAHOMMEDAN, I could not reftrain my AR- 
MENIAN fervants : in paft times fuch commerce in PERsIA would have been. 
attended with fatal confequences. A woman of no mean quality and beauty: 
came to my houfe, imploring protection ; I knew not by what authority I 
could make my houfe an afylum, otherwife than to permit her to remain: 
with me, if íhe was not required to be delivered up; befides as things 
were circumftanced, I could not engage to guard her honour from any one, 
except my felf; however, I gave a ftrict charge concerning her, that no. 
law of hofpitality might be violated, though the lady fhould be indifferent. 
upon this article. 


Continual demands being made on me for prefents of the fragments of 
cloth which had been delivered to me, I found no other expedient to pre- 
ferve them, than to pack them up, and fend them on board captain 
WOODROOFES fhip. The 28th, the two KHANS were in great debate, 
in confequence of which fifteen nntuLLAHs were fet at liberty, and the 
wives and concubines of the KHAJARs, who had neither youth nor 
beauty to induce thefe chiefs to keep them for themfelves, were fent into 
KHORASAN. The 29th, the foragers came galloping into the city, with 
notice that the TURKUMAns had defeated an advanced guard of 1 çO 
men, and were marching towards*the city. The general BEHBUD KHAN, 
with equal giddinefs and intrepidity, mounted his horfe and rode out of 
the city, as if he meant to repulfe them with his own hands; his foldiers 
followed in a confufed and precipitate manner: and now I learnt that 
their force, which they had reprcfented as 3000, by the detachments they 

had 
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had made, was reduced to 800 fighting men: the enemy foon retired, 
and the general ard his troops returned. ‘The next day both the KHANS, 
with all their forces, went to the banks of the KORGAN, two leagues 
north-eaft of the city, where they had a parley with the TURKUMANSs,. 
intending to prevent any further hoftilities, till they fhould. know the iffue 
of the embaffy.. 


The impatience which I expreffed for the recovery of the money I was 
entitled to, produced a difcovery that MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had: 
flattered the general into a confent of appropriating the further fums which 
had been collected to the ufe of the sHan’s general at HARAR-JERIB :- 
indeed the exigencies of the {tate greatly exceeded all the poffible  collec- - 
tions which could be made. The 3d of June I found my health began 
to decline for want of exercife. My fituation was very difagreeable, for 
it was dangerous to go abroad even in the city, except when I vifited the 
KHANS:.I complained to. NASEER AGA of the trifling payments which 
had been hitherto made me; obferving that the kHANs had indeed affured 
me I fhould be paid foon : Sir, faid he, I will tell you a ftory; ** A cer- 
« tain man demanded of his debtor the fum due to him; the debtor affur- 
* ed him, that the next day the money fhould be paid. On the morrow 
* the man returned; but, to his great furprize, was informed that the 
« débtor was gone abroad; however he went after him, and finding him 
** feated in a crofs-way, began to expoftulate, and remind him of his pro- 
« mife. The debtor then fpoke in thefe terms: Sir, it is my full inten- 
** tion to pay you; and I am feated here for that very purpofe: for a large 
* flock of fheep will pafs by here to-day; fome of their wool will cer- 
* tainly remain on thefe bufhes, I will pick it up, and carry it home to 
“‘my wife, who will drefs and prepare it; when that is done, I will make 
“ it into carpets, and as foon as I can fell them, I will difchage my debt." 
J was extremely pleafed with the old man’s humour; but this ftory was 
too eafy to underftand, to afford me any other fatisfa£tion, I had already 
made confiderablt prefents, and purpofed to make more as foon as I ap- 
prehended they could produce.any effect; but as yet it appeared to be in 
vain. 





MAHOM- 
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MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN was bufy in the moft iniquitous proceed- 
ceedings, endeavouring to fuborn falfe witneffes to condemn the colonel, 
who, in confequence of the letter he had written to the sHaH, was now 
going to the camp. Two of the elders of koorDIEMALLA, whofe lives 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had faved for the prefents they had made 
him, were now prevailed on to offer their evidence to the general againft the 
colonel ; and that their teftimony might be heard favourably, they brought 
him prefents. ‘The general ordered their gifts to be received ; but faid to 
them, ** You are villains, and enemies to the sH An, againft whom, I know, 
* you have appeared in arms, although you have been acquitted; how 
* many murders have you been the immediate occafion of ?” They plead- 
ed their innocence; but confeffed that nine of their people fell in the 
field of battle, and twenty- one had been executed, Their evidence being 
rejected, they were difmiffed, 





C H A P. XLVII 


Moral reflections. The author refufes to comply with tbe demands of MA- 
HOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He accompanies a caravan with money. Treae 
chery of tbe rebels. Nature of the PERSIAN ink, paper, and feals. 





'HUS were thefe infatuated people feeking to deftroy each other : 
thofe bad principles which conftituted them the inftruments of 
tyranny, prefied them under the weight of their own iniquities, The hif- 
tory of the world will hardly furnifh an inftance of a nation plunged into 
fuch miferies as thefe, ’till their crimes had ripened them for vengeance. 
PEeRs1A, once the miftrefs of the eaftern world, the center of oriental 
learning, arts, and politeneís, the feat of many heroes and kings recorded 
in the moft antient and facred ftogy; and but as yefterday confirmed in 
her conqueft, and antient boundaries, and enriched with the fpoils of 1N- 
DIA, how low 1s fhe now fallen! into what diftrefs is the fot involved! But 
provider:ce feems ftill to preferve the monarchy, as if it were yet deftined 
for fome great end. 


Perjury 
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Perjury againít the life of an innocent perfon, feems to be one of the 
greateft impieties; for befide the crime of murder, under the fan@ion of 
law ; it wounds all law, human and divine, and roots up the foundation of 
fociety ; but, alas! crimes of this deep dye are not unfrequent in countries, 
where government is fupported on.a very different plan; where reafon is 
improved; where learning flourifhes ; where the pureft religion is profef- 
fed ; and yet where the laws are not {ufficient to reftrain; fo that EXAMPLES 
only of moral and religious life can check the growth of immorality. 








The 4th of June I waited on the general, and reprefented to him the 
great inconveniency I fuffered, by being delayed contrary to the king's 
intentions, as was plainly expreffed in his decree, to which I referred him. 
He then told me in very fanguine terms, ** I have orders to leave this 
** place, and march to AT Tox ; but I will not go till you are paid, though 
* I fell my horfes, and mules, or borrow money of my foldiers. I have 
* lent 30,000 crowns to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, and he muft engage 
** his credit alfo to fee you paid." The next day I went to MAHOMMED 
HUSSEIN KHAN, to importune him for my money, and found him in com- 
pany with the general ; the latter entreated me to give a receipt for it, and in 
return MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN defired me to take his obligation, pay- 
able in twelve or fifteen days; {wearing by the king's head *, that he would 
not fail me ; alledging that the money which fhould have been paid to me, 
was appropriated to the king's fervice, and therefore I muft be obliged to 
wait fome days longer. ‘I cannot go from hence," faid the general, 
** without the receipt, the king will demand it of me, and if you will not 
** give it, I will kill men till I get the money." I anfwered, ** I hope no man 
* will die on my account; but as I prefume, Sir, that you know what 
** belongs to your duty, give me leave to underftand mine alfo. I cannot 
* anfwer to my own confcience, nor. to the merchants my principals, to 
** give a receipt for the money in queftion, in exchange for any obliga- 
* tion whatfoeveft." So we parted abruptly. 


In the afternoon NASEER AGA made me a vifit, and urged me in the 
warmeít terms to accept of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN'S obligation ; 


a This is the moft facred of oaths among the PERSIANS, 
| that 
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that it was impoffible the KHAN fhoplti mean any thing but to PAY ME ; 
and moreover that I-was in HIs POWER to do with me as HE PLEASED ; 
to which I replied : * I know that all things are in the power of cop. 
** As to the reft, men who profefs trade, muft proceed according to the 
* rules of trade: it is not regular to give the receipt you defire; thé 
* KHAN may be affured that I have a due refpe& for him, as I have for 
“ you alfo; but if he was my own father I would act in the fame man- 
** ner, and if you, who are his meflenger, were an angel from heaven, 
* how fhould I be perfuaded that what is evidently wrong, is right? " 
The old man, who I believe thought I was in the right, looked ftedfaftly 
at me, and was filent. My interpreter was of opinion, that I did ill to 
refufe, and urged that I might obtain the recovery the fooner, otherwife 
the KHAN, induced by refentment, would probably delay payment the 
longer; but I had no dependence on the honour of any of them; and in- 
deed what confidence can we have in men, whom the thought of damna- 
tion cannot intimidate, and who are every day perpetrating the moft fla. 
gitious wickedne(s? . 














On the 6th, eight men were executed, and fome elders of the town, 
upon their refufal to pay 10,000 crowns which were levied on them, 
were imprifoned : at the fame time 8,000 crowns were demanded of the 
adjacent villagers. This being an uNLUCKY Day, the general did not depart, 
as he intended. On the next, the KH ans finding they could make no 
impreffion on me, feemed to be reconciled to my refufal of giving my 
receipt in exchange for an obligation. I ever found it the beft way in PER- 
SIA, as it generally is in moft other countries, to oppofe with decency and 
refolution meafures which have nothing to fupport them but military law. 


. On the 1oth, I was vifited by a perfon defcended from one of the PER- 
SIAN prophets, whofe father had been much honoured by the suau, and 
permitted to fit in his prefence. He had alfo enjoyed a oenfiderable eftate, 
which the fon now inherited ; but he declared, that it gave him fo great 
trouble, and fo little profit, that he had petitioned the snan to take it 
from him. In the evening I vifited MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, to ac- 
quaint him, that I intended to go to KOURDIEMALLA, and convoy the 

money 
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money which I had received, on board captain woopRoorE, in order to 
fend it to cuir. AN'for the purchafe of raw filk ; but for this purpofe he 
muft give me a company of at left twenty foldiers ; to which he confent- 
ed, and at the fame time, withott any referve, fpoke to this effect: ** The 
* SHAH is at TAvRIS, from whence he has fent me orders to fupply him 
* with 3000 head of cattle, to pay you 30,000 crowns, and alfo 50,000 
* crowns to his general at HAZAR-JERIB; to whom I am alfo to fend 
* 200 horfes ; all which, except the payment of your money, are THINGS 
* IMPOSSIBLE, Iam alfo ordered to kill Arr the perfons concerned in 
** the rebellion; if I do that, I muft kill Arr the inhabitants of the pro- 
“vince; for even the men whom I have made foldiers, and trufted as an 
« advanced guard againft the TuRKuMANs, have had their fhare in it." 
He then afked my interpreter if he could read and write PERSIC, and be- 
ing anfwered in the affirmative, he faid, ** then you underftand the ex- 
** cellency of our religion beyond your own.” The interpreter anfwered, 
that he had yet found his own moft conformable to truth, as it appeared 
to him. 


On the 1rth, I went to KoURDIEMALLA under a guard of five horfe 
and ten foot-foldiers, taking with me feven bales of cloth, and nine bags 
of money, with other things to the value of 11,000 crowns; obferving the 
precaution, not to let any body know at what hour I intended to go out of 
the town, till I actually went. I know not, whether it was by accident, 
or defign ; but my guard difappeared, and left us in a thick wood, three 
ENGLISH miles from the place of embarcation ; however, we got fafely 
on board with the money after a day's journey, extremely fatleued with 
exceflive heat. 


The BALKHAN expedition, for which captain wooDROoFE was wait- 
ing, being yet undetermined: MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had per- 
mitted me to fend the fhip to GHILAN, on condition that he fhould re- 
turn immediately to AsTRABAD-bay. Having difpatched woopRoorr, 
I went on fhore the next day, but could not hear any news of my guard ; 
I therefore returned to ASTRABAD with my own fervants. This day 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN publifhed an order, that all perfons who 

Vor. I. R r had 
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had fhops, fhould return to them, and follow their bufinefs; otherwife he 
would put them to death, and fet théir heads in his pyramid. 


It was remarkable, that although the gebels of HAzAR-JERIB *, had, 
after their fubmiffion, treacheroufly killed the king’s general, and about 
feventy of his men ; yet they were nob chaftifed with half the feverity as 
the inhabitants of ASTRABAD; which I imputed to the little mercy of 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He ngw defired, that I would fend one 
of my people to be always prefent to receive money as it came in, alledg- 
ing, that if any urgent demand was made on him from other quarters, he 
muft be obliged to comply with it: at the fame time he reproached his 


fon the governor, that neither money nor provender for the king’s ufe was 
brought in faft enough. 





Captain woopRoorr, who awed the pirates whilft he lay in-AsTRA- 
BAD road, no fooner left it on the 13th, but feveral armed boats of the 
OGURTJjovs went on fhore at KOLEBAWD, killed feveral men, and car- 
ried off their women and horfes. On the 19th, being heartily tired of 
waiting, I went to the KHAN, to inform him that I would not ftay in the 
city above fifteen days longer; in which time if he did not pay me the 
money, I fhould be obliged to make further applications to the king. He 
affured me, that in lefs than ten days it fhould be ready: adding, that 
EMIR KHAN was returning from TURKUMANIA with fome of the rebel- 
chiefs, who were going to the camp to make their fubmiffions ; on the 
affurance that the king would do them no harm, and that all was going 
well. 


The 22d, I received a letter from ALI KOULI KHAN *, the king's ne- 

phew, and governor of MESCHED, in an{wer to one I wrote to him, with 
regard to the payment for the piftols, and other curiofities, which Mr. EL- 
TON had provided for him by exprefs commiffion. But without any fenfe 
of HONOUR Or GRATITUDE, this MIGHTY PRINCE objected to the 
things: alledging, that they were roo coop for him, and returned them 
on Mr. kr ToN's hands, though they were utterly unvendable. The foot- 


è A diftsi& in the neighbouring mountains, e The fame who was afterwards king. — 
courier, 
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courier, whom I fent to MEscHED, poor and defpicable as he was, did 
nct efcape without being robbed. ‘This letter gave me an occafion of 
obferving the nature of their writing and paper. 


The perstans make their paper of cotton and filk-rags, and after it 
is manufactured they fet a glofs upon it with a fmooth ftone or fhell; it 
is therefore foft and fmooth, and as it is very liable to be torn or broken, 
they always roil it up. 'T'heir lette:s of correfpondence aré wrote on fmall 
flips of paper, generally in few words, and with great exactness no in- 
terlineations or blots being ever fuffered to appear; they are then tnade up 
in a roll, about fix inches long, and a bit of paper is faftened round it 
with gum, and fealed with an impreflion of ink, which refembles our 
printers ink, but not fo thick. It is compofed of a mixture of galls, burnt 
rice, and gums, and anfwers the double purpofe of ink and wax; as it 
ferves not only for writing, but for fubícribing with their feal; indeed 
many of the PERSIANS in high offices could not write. Their characters are 
rather drawn than written: they ufe pens made of reeds brought from the 
fouthern parts of PERs1A. In their rings they wear agats, which general- 
ly ferve for a feal, on which is frequently engraved their name, and fome 
verfe from the KHORAN. 


C H A P. XLVIII. 


PERSIAN pride with regard to rank. News concerning tbe ENGLISH fleet. 
The author leaves ASTRABAD, and isin danger from tbe oGURTJov- 
pirates. Mr. ELTON embarks at MESCHEDEZAR. Manner of PERSIAN 

funerals, The melancholy circumflances of the EUROPEANS i” GHILAN., 
Intrigues of the RUSSIAN conful. 





HE 23d, sARU KHAN, a genefal and relation of the king, arrived 
in ASTRABAD with a body of forces intended for BALKHAN; I 
went to pay my compliments to him in the palace where he had taken up 
his quarters: my vifit was very fhort, for I obferved that he had neither 
fenfe nor breeding, comparable to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, who was 


much diftinguifhed for both. 
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The next day in a vifit I made this KHAN, his fon the governor arofe 
haftily from his feat, and retired: I foon underftood from my interpreter, 
that I had ignorantly affronted him, by going higher up the room than 
he was feated, though I was on the oppofite fide. I could hardly avoid 
laughing at fo ridiculous a ceremony, efpecially as I was his gueft; but 
whether it was at his option, his father being prefent, to go as high up the 
room as he pleafed, it ícemed as little confiftent with my own health as 
common regard to my own dignity, to fit near the door. The PERSIANS 
treat their fuperiors in rank in the moft awful manner, hardly having any 
voice, or opinion, or thinking themfelves obliged while in their pre- 
fence, to acts of civility, even in their own houfes. "This is one fpeci- 
men of the GENUINE GROWTH of arbitrary power, and a defpotic in- 
vafion of the COMMON -SENSE, as well as the COMMON LIBERTY of 
mankind, to which the more a foreigner fubmits, the meaner the PER- 
SIANS will think of him. 





'Fhe 27th, MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN gave directions for the exe- 
cution of one HAHDGEE MAHOMMED/?, alfo an elder of KooRDIE- 
MALLA, and ordered his body to be thrown into the river KORGAN. 
This being a perfon of diftin&cion, who had many women; they went 
about the woods near the river, beating their breafts in dreadful lamenta- 
tions, curfing the author of his death, and calling for divine vengeance 
on the head of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, nor did they {pare NASEER 
AGA. 


This day captain wooproore arrived in 36 hours from LANGAROOD, 
though he had been ten days in his voyage thither. He brought us news, 
that the ENGLISH fleet in the MEDITERRANEAN had obtained a coM- 
PLETE VICTORY near TOULON over the united fquadrons of FRANCE and 
SPAIN. Alas! I mutt ftifle the expreffion of what I then felt; for to 
the INDELIBLE REPROACH Of the NAME of ENGLISH CONDUCT AND 
BRAVERY, it was but little more than a dream ; and only exhibited a fad 
imftance of a very capital miftake in nct diftinguifling the genius and tem- 


4 Not MYRZA MAHOMMED who had been pardoned. 
per 
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per of men, to whom & command is given: and that pride and malice 
may exift in other breaíts, befides thofe of PERSIANS, to make a fport 
of national honour and juftice. Nothing created. more amazement abroad 
than the conduct of that affair, except the nature of the punifhment for 
the offence. 








Though the intended expedition to BALKHAN remained in fufpence ; 
the king having ordered Mr. Er row to take the command of all the fhips ;. 
he was obliged to come to MESCHEDEZAR, where he fell dangeroufly ill. 
I was very much out of order myíelf ; but, on receipt of an exprefs from 
him, intreating me, in the ftrongeft terms, to come to him immediately,. 
I refolved to wait no longer in asTRABAD. 








The 29th, I took my leave of the governor MAHOMMED ZAMON: 
BEG, who, I fuppofe, was wife enough to forget the innocent offence I had: 
occafioned. His father, MAHoMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, was already de-- 
parted for MAZANDERAN. ‘The next day I fet out from AsTRABAD,. 
taking with me above 5000 crowns more in money, and left MAT- 
THEUSE, my old ARMENIAN clerk, and two fervants, to importune for 
the remainder due on the sHAn’s decree. As I was in too weak a ftate- 
of health myfelf to attend the money, and the country being now more: 
quiet, I fent my interpreter, a fervant, and five foldiers with it, and fol-- 
lowed with one foldier and a fervant. In the evening I got up with them,, 
and embarked íafely with the money. July the ift, The wind being 
weíterly we were detained ; and the 2d, as it ftill continued in the fame 
quarter, we kept at anchor. Seven of the oGuRTJoy pirate-boats ap- 
peared in fight, having ten or twelve hands on board each boat, armed 
with fpears, fabres, bows and arrows, and fome fire-locks. Our force 
did not exceed thirteen men; however we were well prepared with arms 
and ammunition, and put ourfelves in the beft condition we could, expect- 
ing very little quarter if they had been hardy enough to board us: being. 
in the difagreeable circumftance of having no wind, we were obliged to 
put a {pring on our cable, in order to bring our guns to bear on them. © 


On the 3d, the boats appeared again, bearing down upon us from the 
eaft to the fouth-weft point of the harbour, where they were wont to land, 


and 
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and pillage; but a breeze of wind happily fpringing up we.weighed, and 
‘bore down upon them ; they then made all the eftorts they could with 
their fails and oars to get into fhallow water out of our reach; but we 
came up with them very faft. Iknew they were villains, and com- 
mon enemies to mankind ; but the remembrance of my written obligation 
in RUSSIA, not to interfere in any thing military and a tendernefs of fpil- 
ling the blood of men untried and uncondemned, reítrained me from any 
thing more than permitting our gunner to fend two fhots after them, to 
increafe their terror of our great guns. The eagernefs of our ENGLISH 
feamen would hardly fubmit to the reftraint, nor did we ceafe from the 
purfuit without fome expreffions of impatience from them, which would 
have been deemed mutiny in a king's fhip. 


On the 4th, the wind was at weft, with light breezes, and a ftrong cur- 
rent fetting in. ‘The next day we were extremely incommoded by the 
heat of the fun: the 6th, we reached FARABAD, and the next day came 
to anchor. On the 9th, we weighed and anchored again in MEsCHEDEZAR 
road, faluting MAHOMMED KHAN and Mr. ELTON, with three guns: 
and the KHAN, from a battery which he had built, returned the compli- 
ment with the fame number.  Iobíerved the currents on this coaft fet to 
the eaítward. On the roth I went on fhore, and had the mortification to 
find Mr. ELTON in a very low ftate of health. 


. On the 11th, Mr. EL ron came on board with thirty poor wretches, 
who -were to be employed in GHILAN as carpenters in the king's new 
fhip-yard. In this road we found a PERSIAN and three RussiAN vefiels ; 
a corporal came from on board one of the latter, and complained heavily 
of their detention for the uncertain voyage of- BALKHAN, and not lefs of 
their ignorance of the eaftern coaft, and the fickly condition of their crews; 
Mr. ELTON told him their fhips would probably be foon relieved one way 
or other, and that he would: ferve them in any thing in his power. 


For ten days we were mortified with contrary winds: in tbe inte- 
rim one of the PERSIAN carpenters expired; his friends were very foli- 
citous to lay his face towards the eaft, which were now leaving in our 

ftern, 
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ftern, the wind coming fair: the PERs1ANs could hardly be prevailed on 
to touch the dead body, it.being deemed a pollution, neither would they 
for a long time confent he fhould be thrown’ over-board, and leaft of all 
that any weight fhould be fixed £o his body to fink him; fo that he float- 
ed: on the furface. "The PERsriANs are generally interred the evening of 
the day in which they die, and-waflied before they are put into the ground. 
For this purpofe there ars refervoirs; but the pooreft fort are commonly 
carried to the neareft pond. Before the interment the bodies are ufually 
wound up in a cotton cloth, on which are ftampt feveral parts of the 
KHORAN. Some of the relations attend the funeral, as likewife the MU L- 
LAH, Of MULLAHS, according to the quality of the deceafed, finging fome. 
part of the KHORAN.. | 





The 23d, We came on fhore to LANGAROoD, where I found that the 
king had at length determined to fubmit to the remonftrances of his cap- 
tains, and .decline the expedition to BALKHAN; ordering the provifions 
which he had amaffed for that purpofe to be fent to DERBEND. The 
channel which runs 6. ENGLISH miles from the fea to LANGAROOD, -iş 
bordered with reeds-and marfhy lands, which ftunk to a degree that cre- 
ated great faintnefs ; and the more fo, as we weré already fick, every one 
appearing to the other on the verge of eternity, though perhaps no man 
thought fo of.himíelf. We found all our friends at LANGAROOD and 
 RESHD in the fame circumftances, this ífummer having been extremely un- 
wholfome : but it-pleafed cop that we all furvived it. 


The thip which Mr. eLron was building for the king, had now 
the appearance of being foon finifhed ; but the difficulty was how to 
launch, or get her into the fea: fhe was on the fide of a creek, hardly 
broader than the fhip was long; fhe could not draw lefs than fix feet, and 
in many places dawn the creek there was but four feet water; therefore 
they propofed to make.a dam, and raile the water to affift her in going 
off, her lower works only being finifhed. The north-wind would thus 
raife the water confiderably, though not without overflowing the adjacent 
marfhes. Mr. ELTON was alfo alarmed with the fear of Russ1AN pirates, 
whom he apprehended would attempt to burn his fhip: he therefore 

made 
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made a boom crofs the channel, and fet a guard at it, propofing to build 
a ftage on the morafs, and fet a piece of cannon on it.- Thefe pirates had 
robbed feveral PERsiAN boats near BAKU; they had 30 men on board, 
and fome fwivil guns; and it was pretended, that feveral other boats had 
been brought off from the voLGA and Y AEIK, the crews of which were of 
the fame fraternity. 


The 2d of Auguít, I left LANGAROOoD, and arrived next day at 
RESHD, where the RussIAN conful BAKOONIN infifted there was a plague 
at CASHAN, and confequently that no manufactured goods of that country 
fhould be exported for RussrA. By the intercourfe which the PERSIANS 
had with that city, it could not be known that any ficknefs prevailed 
more than ufual in the fruit feafon. I concluded from hence, that the 
conísul fought an expedient to give the better colour to his advices to the 
governor of ASTRACHAN, to impofe a fevere quarantain, with a view to 
prevent the ENGLISH vefiels from returning again to PERSIA. I found 
alfo, by the conteft there had been between the minifters of the court of 
GREAT BRITAIN and Russia, with relation to Mr. EL'TON’s engagement 
with NADIR SHAH, that our trade was in no {mall difgrace in RUSSIA ; 
and it looked probable that captain wooDROoFE would not be permitted to 
return to PERSIA with his fhip. 














Our voyage from AsTRABAD had taken up almoft the whole month of 
july; and confequently it might be prefumed that a great progrefs had 
been made in the recovery of the ballance due at AsTRABAD: therefore, 
inftead of returning immediately to asTRACHAN under thefe apprehen- 
fions, which proved to be too well grounded, I determined to fend cap- 
tain WOODROOFE tO ASTRABAD for money. I found myfelf extremely 
difordered, as were all the EUROPEANS in RESHD, whofe bodies, at diffe- 
rent periods of their diftemper, broke out into different kinds of pimples ; 
Mr. 8RowN and Mr. wirDprR were afflicted with agues; but that did not 
prevent their politenefs and friendfhip to me. The FRENCH miffionaries 
alfo behaved with great civility. 


On the 12th I returned to LANGAROOD, where I found Mr. ELTON 
in tbe fame bad ftate of health as I left him, with a mind much per- 
plexed 
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plexed on account of his engagements to the snan, perceiving it would 
coft us no lefs than the ruin of that trade, which he had been fo inftru- 
mental in opening. ‘Though the authority with which I fet out, had 
been greatly diminifhed by the jealoufy and intrigues of fome of the fac- 
tors in St. PETERSBURG ; yet I faw*the neceffity of being difengaged from 
Mr. EL TON in fuch a light, and was fo defirous of finifhing with him in 
an amicable manner, that I undertook, befide his ordinary commiffion, 
to make him an offer of a large fum, chargeable on the effects in his pof- 
feffion, on condition that he would deliver them to Mef. Brown and 
company, tothe.end that we might have no further connection with him. My 
illnefs {till continued, and indeed the damp mufty rooms, the croaking of 
frogs, the biting of gnats, with a marfhy peftilential air, and the concern 
I was under to fee the trade involved in fuch infuperable difficulties, were 
enough to have diftempered a mind, as wellas body, of a much ftronger 
texture than mine; but though thefe circumítances were added to my ill- 
nefs, the low manner in which I lived, created fo little food for my dif- 
temper, that I found myfelf in a much better ftate than any of my com- 
panions. 









C H A P. ALIX. 


Mr. ELTON quarrels with the author. Captain WOODROOFE returns from 
ASTRABAD with gooo crowns. The author is kindly received at RESHD. 
The calamitous flate of PERSIA. 


HE 16th of Auguft I took my leave of Mr. ELTON in a friendly 
manner, and went to LAHIJAN for the recovery of my health, 
This place is about 8 miles diftant from LANGAROooD: I was lodged 
in a large, airy houfe. LAHriJAN was,conquered by sHAH ABAs the 
GREAT: it was formerly the metropolis of the province, and the feat of 
its king, and is now incomparably the moft healthful place in that part of 
the province of GHILAN which istowards the fea: it is fituated on an emi- 
nence, with a free air on every fide, the mountains to the fouthward open- 
ing fo as to caufe a conítant draught of wind, which moderates the heat of 
the fummer. 
Vor. I. S í In 
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In the reign of su AH SHEFFIE, which was not many years after this 
place was annexed to the crown of PERsrA, the natives revolted, and one 
KARIB, a perfon born at LAHIJAN, was elected king of the province, in 
oppofition to SHEFFIE. After a fhort and fruitlefs defence KARIB was 
taken prifoner, and carried to casB1N. where he fuffered'a very remark- 
able death ; for this sH ax, with his ordinary .:uelty, and in derifion of his 
captive, ordered iron horfe-fhoes to be nailed to his feet, alledging that as he 
had been ufed to the foft rich foil of 6uir AN, he could not walk unfhod. on 
the harder earth of the country of cAsBrN : after lingering fome days in this 
torture, he was fhot to death with arrows, the snan difcharging the firft, 
and his courtiers following his example. 

















Mr. Er ToN's indifpofition of body, and the offence he had taken againft 
the conduct of his employers in EUROPE, for their fubmiffion to the Rus- 
S¥AN court, though it would have been vain and extravagant to have longer 
with-held that fubmiffion, now brought on his refentment againft me. I 
appeared to him as a deputy for the traders in general; but as his friend 
alfo, I fpoke my real fenfe of things with regard tó the common intereft, 
The imperious letter which I received from him, dated the day after I 
left him, was a plain indication of his having vindictive defigns. He ac- 
knowledged to have taken off the mafk with which he had been difguifed, 
making himíelf blacker than I believe he really was; it was eafy however 
to perceive his intentions were fixed upon the expedient of a quarrel. 
When men defign to act a part which they know to be unwarrantable, it 
is a common trick to pretend that an injury has been done them, to fave 
appearances in doing an injury. I was almoft tempted to wifh I had act- 
ed a part foreign to my difpofition, from a tranfient opinion that in our 
commerce with fome men, that conduc& is warrantable which, towards 
others of a ditferent ftamp, deferves little better than. the name of falfe- 
hood; but this thought foon recoiled upon me, and confirmed that fturdy 
fatisfaction which arifes from an equal and confiftent cenduct, however 
oppofed to worldly advantages.  Ignorance of the world is fometimes the 
happy occafion of our virtue: it often prevents infincerity at leaft, and fup- 
ports that integrity of foul, which exifts no longer than we fpeak the lan- 
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guage of the heart. It is true, there are many incidents in life, in which 
íome degree of diffimulation feems to be effential to the peace and tran- 
quility of it; and nothing can be more obvious than ** if we follow truth 
“ too clofe, fhe will kick our teeth out :” therefore the great fecret is, when, 
and in what degree diffimulation, if for want of language we,may ufe this 
term, is neceffary and confiftent with the virtue of the mind. For want 
of this diftinction we often lofe the reverence due to truth, even in the firft 
ftages of our lives; and perfons in' the higheft ftations become the moft 
exquifite proficients in the arts of diffimulation ; fuch is the wretched ftate 
of mankind! Thus I had full leifure to moralize; for ELTON was in- 
flexible. 


Captain wooDDROOFE, whom I had difpatched the 8th inftant to As- 
TRABAD, returned the 21ft, and I had the pleafure to learn, that he brought 
with him gooo crowns, which compleated, including the. cloth recovered, 
85 per cent. of the whole fum demanded. Wooproore informed me, 
that sARU KHAN with his forces was incamped on the river KORGAN, to 
prevent the incurfions of the TURKUM ANs, whom no compact could hold 
within bounds: I alfo learned, that MATTHEUsE had narrowly efcaped 
being robbed of the fum juft mentioned, a thief having actually broke into 
his houfe in the night, and a whole gang were ready to be let in, if his 
„cries had not difconcerted their meafures; fo that this recovery was fin- 
gularly providential in all its parts. 


















The 27th, the FRENCH miffionary, who profeffed phyfic, gave me a 
medicine, which he faid was a fovereign fpecific in fevers; this proved to 
be only the Jefuits bark, but is not familiarly known in PERSIA, where 
he had lived for fme years: this drug can no where be of greater ufe 
than in the province of GHILAN. Medicines among the PERSIANS are 
moftly compounds of herbs; but the quantity and tafte fuch as would in- 
cline one to think, that they were defigned for horfes, rather than men. 
The moft common diforders with which they are afflicted, are thofe in the 
eyes, and the venereal diftemper: the firft is fuppofed to be occafioned by 
the heat of the climate, and the exceffive ufe of rice. 


S {2 Being 
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Being now reftored to health, I applied myfelf to bufinefs: but, which 
ever way I turned, Mr. EL TON's engagement to the sHAH created infupe- 
rable difficulties to the eftablifhment of our trade. Some of the factors in 
St. PETERSBURG, who had folicited me to accept their authority to act 
for them, now endeavoured to fupplant me, from an apprehenfion that I 
intended to remain in PERSIA, and enjoy their imaginary profits: they 
miftook the matter extremely ; for I found little more to be expected in 
PERSIA than the evil effects of jealouiy and finifter intrigues, except being 
expofed to the greater calamities of civil war, among a people departed from 
almoft every moral virtue. The adventurers in LoNpoN were perplexed 
with contradictory advices from their different factors; and, for want of pro- 
per information, not knowing whom to truít, aimed at one point, fome 
of the factors in RUSSIA at another, and Mr. ELTON in PERSIA would re- 
ceive laws from neither of them; fo that my tafk of mediator was very 


difficult. 











I faw nothing could be done in persia by any legal proceeding, and 
that Mr. ELTON was deaf to my remonftrances, of the folly and injuftice, 
as well as the ill confequences that muft attend his breaking with mie: 
to make any fruitlefs compulfive efforts, I concluded would render the 
matter worfe ; Itherefore determined that the beft way to avoid being in 
the wrong, was to fhun being too much in the right. Men who mean, 
well often fall into this fault; a certain vanity of uprightnefs betrays them 
into an injudicious purfuit of it, by which they do real injuries to the com- 
munity whofe caufe they efpoufe. If their goodnefs of heart is not fup- 
ported by experience or ftrength of judgment, they are apt to forget 
there are more ways than one of doing many good actions; and that it is 
our duty to confider, not only what is beft in its own nature; but alío the 
moft practicable means of performing the good we intend. So long as 
we can maintain our own integrity, we ought to accommodate ourfelves to 
times, and to the circumfítances of things: I do not mean that we fhould 
do evil with a view to the good that may come of it, any more than we 
fhould reftrain the good, fo as to produce evil as a natural confequence ; 
but 
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but that we fhould temper a paílionate concern for the caufe of virtue, with 
a judicious confideration of the great end in view. 


The 28th, Having informed Mr. BROWN of REsup. on what terms I 
was with Mr. ELTON; he fent me a very polite and obliging invitation to 
take up my lodgings in his houfe :: this was the more acceptable, as I was: 
entirely at a lofs where to accommodate myfelf for the fhort time I pro- 
pofed to ftay in PERSIA; for I was now obliged to refign my prefent 
lodgings to MAHOMMED KHAN the admiral. 


The intereft of this KHAN was now on the decline at court, he had 
acted a bafe part in regard to Mr. EL Ton, and the king’s maritime affairs. 
Whether he fuffered for this, or any other crime, or only for being rich, I 
know not; not long after I left PERSIA, his eyes were cut out; indeed 
almoft every perfon. of diftinction, with whom I had any intercourfe dur- 
ing my abode in that country, had at. different times the fame fate. 


Having no .good interpreter with me at LAHIJAN, nor many conve- 
niencies of life, I avoided the vifits of the PERsIANs; however the cA- 
LENTAR attended by two couriers from the camp, came to fee me: the. 
king demanded-of him 1000 crowns, no other reafon being affigned for it, 
than his having ferved under the late governor, whom the king had caufed: 
to be put to death, though he was reputed a very. juft man ; but it feemed. 


as if juftice was incompatible with fome of NADIR’s. maxims. Qf govern-- 
ment. 


The ift of Steptember I left. LAHIJAN, and arrived the next day at 
RESH D, where Mr. BRowN and Mr. WILDER, the two ENGLISH factors, re- 
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality. The chief part of the conver- 
fation of that city turned upon the king's mulcts, exactions, and murders. 
I-waited on the new governor of REsHD, who received me very kindly, and 
affured me that the su An had ordered him to treat the zu rore ans with 
re{pect: on his being informed what had happened to me in PERSIA, and. 
that curiofity had partly brought me thither, he faid, ** Alas! this is no 
* time for. fuch entertainment in this country." Hearing that I had a 
connection with Mr. ELTON, he obferved, ** I fuppofe you have orders and 


ss inten- 
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** intentions to take all the effects belongimg to the merchants out of his 
'** hands,” which I underftood as an intimation of his opinion of Et TON’s 
dangerous fituation. Here I enjoyed greater fecurity, at leaft of my perton, 
than I had for eight months before, havifig been in a continual warfare ; 
‘but though the fcene was changed, it was not altered much for the better ; 
for I was now engaged in a fevere conteft, in which both my intereft and 
honour were concerned. 














Mr. EL Ton, who had been kind to an extreme, and continually wrote me 
the tendereft letters of friendfhip, was become inexorably deaf to all over- 
tures of accommodation. He had done me injuftice in a double refpe@; 
farft, by thinking I could be prevailed upon, by the confiderations of 
friendfhip, to fubfcribe to things falfe, abfurd, and impracticable ; ; and 
then by fearing I fhould make ufe of my knowledge of his affairs in an un- 
friendly manner ; whereas no treatment of his ever drew from me a fingle 
word of what he had faid in the confidence of fecrecy, neither before nor 
fince his death. At this time I had the ftronger motives to a referved con- 
du&, from the confideration that et ToN had power to do mifchief, and 
diftrefs the affairs of the merchants; but this referve expofed me after- 
wards to the greater vexation. During the few, days I was in REsHD,. I 
employed myfelf in enquiries concerning the country, and its inbabitants, 
digefting and comparing my own obfervations with thofe of perfons, whofe 
experience was much greater. 





















C H A P. L. 


A fhort account of the perfons, genius, character, and diet of tbe modern 
PERSIANS. Of their hofpitaliry, with fome reflections on falfe amufements 
in EUROPE. Of the ornamental part of the drefs of PERSIAN women, 
compared with Jome parts of EUROPEAN drefs. 


HE modern PERSIANS are robuft, warlike, and hardy, and are now 
all become foldiers: were their government once eftablifhed, no nation 


could fooner recover itfelf from fuch miferable circumftances. They have 
| money 
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money enough*; their houfes are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fertile :: 
thefe advantages would bring in foreigners, at leaft TARTARS and IN- 
DIANS, and with them the eonveniencies of life, and at length reftore their 


arts and manufactures. 


They are naturally inclined to.temperance ; and with regard to diet, feem: 
to be more in a ftate of nature than the EUROPEANS. By way. of amufement 
they ufe opiates, but not near fo much as the TuRKs: they drink coffee in. 
fmall quantities with the lees, alfo fherbets, and an infufion of cinnamon. 
with fugar. Their fimplicity of life generally renders their domeftic expence 
eafy ; though in this laft particular travellers do not agree: I grant how-- 
ever that the PERSIANS underftand very little of what we call prudence,. 
and oeconomical government. 


In their common difcourfes they often introduce moral fentences, and’ 
poetical narrations, extracted from their poets and other writers: it was. 
formerly their conftant cuftom to entertain their guefts. with favourite: 
paffages out of their poets. Reflexion and repetition are the only means of 
ftrengthening or fupporting the memory: cuftom has made it a kind of 
pedantry in EUROPE to be frequent in the repetition of the wife fayings . 
either of the antient or modern divines, philofophers, or poets ; but if from. 
the nature of the human mind we ever ftand in need of a monitor, what 
office is more confiftent than to render the wholefome rules of life fami- . 
liar, by making them a part of our ordinary converfation. It might be 
wifhed, that this practice was introduced among EUROPEANS, rather- 
than that barrennefs of difcourfe we often find, or the irkíome and per-. 
nicious amufement of cards. 





Now I have mentioned a circumftance fo interefting to the great 
world in EUROPE, I muft acknowledge that cards, in the original ufe.: 
of them, are confefledly as innocent as any other inftrument of di- 
verfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for fomething more rational’; yet 
in the manner now in fafhion, they cannot but diflipate the thoughts. 





* Sreaking of the time fubfequent to napir’s death, and a few years afterwards. 
» I have fomewhere heard that cards were invented by a FRENCH courtier, to amufe one of the 
kings of that nation, who was remarkably weak. 
MY. 
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in fome, and enervate the mind in almoft every one who is clofely 
attached to them: they muft be a great means of feeding thofe paffions 
which: corrode the heart, and warping the affections from their proper 
bias, oppofe the eftablifhment of virtue intthe mind. We often fee this 
verified, though few will confefs it. Is it poffible in the nature of the 
thing, that thofe who give a conftant application to this entertainment, 
efpecially if they play high, can fupport a tranquility of mind? And, in 
proportion as the mind is difturbed, is'it not difqualified for the effential 
duties of life? This matter is beft underftood by thofe very perfons who 
play high, and confume their time in this polite idlenefs. The PERSIANS 
feem to fall into the contrary extreme; they delight in fitting ftill, and 
mufing. I never obferved any of them'to walk in their apartments, as the 
EUROPEANS, and particularly the ENGLISH, are ufed todo. I remember 
to have heard of a TURK, who, being on board an ENGLISH man of 
war, enquired very ferioufly if the people were troubled with an evil fpi- 
xit, becaufe, fays he, ** they are never at seft?” 








The PERSIANS are polite, but extravagantly hyperbolical in their com- 
pliments: this indeed is peculiar to the eaftern nations; and the fcrip- 
ture, which partakes fo much of that ftile, is known to be derived from 
that quarter. The PERs1ANs were celebrated for a particular genius to poetry; 
but war, which has deftroyed their morals and learning, feems alfo to 
have damped their poetic fire; though they have ftill many traces of that 
fertility and ftrength of imagination, for which in paft times they were de- 
fervedly famous. ‘The antient PERsIANS are recorded to have taught their 
children a moft exact reverence for truth; but the prefent generation are 
as notorious for falfhood: they poifon with a fwect-meat, in always faying 
what is pleafing, without regarding the truth. In their difpofitions they 
are chearful, but rather inclined to ferioufnefs than loud mirth: in this 
they are not fo much the FRENCH of asia, as in their politenefs and ci- 
vility to ftrangers.  Hofpitality is a part o their religion; ono fions of 
the leaft ii;tercourfe, men of any diftinction invite ftrangers, as well as 
their friends to their table; and it is remarkable how they pride them- 


felves in other teftimonies of refpect, which have been occafionally men- 
tioned in this work, 
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I did not obferve that they are vindictive; yet if their kindnefs to their 
beft friends, happens to be turned by any fortune of war into enmity, they 
often become infenfible: this feems to be more owing to a cuftom of cru- 
elty, than a revengeful temper." On the other hand, there are not many 
inftances of the placable difpofition, which the CHRISTIAN religion fo 
ftrongly recommends: in theory however they are friends to this virtue, 
and they apparently exceed the CHRISTIANS in the duty of refignation. 





With regard to their perfons and drefs, the men in moft parts of the 
country fhave their heads very clofe; the young ones have often a lock on 
each temple, which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament to their 
faces, fomewhat in the manner of EUROPEAN beaus fome years fince. 
Their cheeks are fhaved, but the beard on the chin reaches up to their 
temples: the men forthe moft part are tall, and of good fhapes, their com- 
plexions fwarthy, particularly in the fouthern parts, and their eyes and 
hair black. Moft of them have caps of cloth, which rife ten or twelve 
inches, and terminate on the top in four corners: they have a fhorter cap 
for fummer, faced with grey BOKH ARIAN lambíkins ; their ears, which are 
very large, are always left bare, and generally hang down, in confequence of 
the weight of the caps refting on them, and many are proud to fhew that 
their ears are not cut off .  Crimíon is a colour they much affect in their 
caps, as well as in their outward garments ; and it makes a grand appear- 
ance: deep blue, which one feldom fees worn, except in coarfe cloths, is 
their mourning colour. ‘The better fort of people wear a fafh of KHER- 
MANIA wool, wrapped about their heads as turbands; fome of thefe are 
fo exceeding fine as to coft 100 crowns ?, and the common price for fuch 
as are good is 8 or 1o crowns: their heads are thus kept very warm, and 
the more as they feldom pull off their caps, but wear them even in the 
prefence of their kiog. 


The outward garment of the common fort of people, is a flight cot- 
ton: in general they wear two or three light veftments, which reach only 
to their knees; fo that their drefs gives them a great advantage over the 
TURKS, who wear long effeminate robes.  Bcfides their cloth garments 


* Many were in thefe circumílances in x Aptn's time. * acl. 
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of the ordinary fort, which are much efteemed, fome have them lined with 
furs, as ermins, fquirrels, or fables, which are worn for warmth, and ve- 
rv often for ftate alío; for itis common to fee a great man fit in his fable- 
coat in the height of fummer : but it muft be obferved that thefe coats reach 
no farther than the waift; thus demonftrating a judicious diftinétion 
not to load themfelves with a fuperfluous weight of cloaths. Silk is 
worn in fummer by men of fafhion, efpecially for under-garments; but 
thefe as well as their cotton and woollen under-garments are quilted, 
which renders them very warm without being heavy. Under the fafh 
round the waift they carry a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which 
is mounted with gold or filver. Their fhirts, for the moft part, are made 
of checkered filk and cotton: thefe have neither wrift-bands nor collars, 
for they always go bare-necked. The fleeves of their upper garment reaches 
down to their fingers: they fometimes wear cloth-ftockings, which fet 
loofe like boots; but for the moft part they ufe only focks of wool, which 
reach over the ankles. They wear flippers like women's fhoes without quar- 
ters; thefe are of fhagreen made with the fkin of horfes rumps, which 
are prepared hard and rough like a feal's fkin: the heels being high, they 
are calculated to carry one out of the dirt, but are extremely uneafy to 
thofe who are not accuftomed to them. ‘Their drawers, or rather trowfers 
are more convenient than breeches in a hot country, being without any 
tight ligaments: for this reafon their cloathing in general feems to be more 
conducive to health and ftrength than that of EunoPEAws: the fafh round 
the waift may however kcep their loins too warm ; but girding up the loins 
is indeed a part of drefs the moft antient we read of. Their writers 
carry their ink and pens about them in a cafe which they put under their 
fafh, or in their pocket under their arm. 


The fimplicity of their tafte deferves commendation: a PERSIAN KHAN 
once queftioned me clofely upon the fleeve of my coat, defiring to know 
what I intended by that bit of cloth hanging from my arm? I of couríe 
told him, that in EUROPE we confidered it as an ornament. I could not 
help reflecting however on the fuperfluous and inconvenient part of drefs, 
which the polite nations of EuRoPE have introduced, in defiance of - 
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ral tafte, and the confideration of health and convenience.  Externals are 
always moft apt to affect the mind, and where we fuffer ourfelves to fol- 
low implicitly him who, for his private convenience, or to gratify his hu- 
mour, continually makes alterations in our manner of cloathing, it muft 
engage too great a fhare of the attention, at leaft of the youthful part of 
a nation, and create a dangerous expence; nor can we be ever fure of re- 
taining that which in ali refpects is found elegant, ornamental, and con- 
venient, if we happen to ftumble.on it. The astatTics feem beft to 
underftand this matter, and to act moft agreeably to reafon. We mutt 
however acknowledge, that the variety of which the politer nations of. 
EUROPE are fo fond, ferves to exercife invention, improve arts, and cre- 
ate a circulation of money; but ftill it tends to the ruin of ftates, when 
the inclination is carried to an excefs, and beyond what private incomes 
will bear, after all effential duties regarding government, and charity, are 
complied with. But in a comparifon of the ORIENTAL and EUROPEAN 
drefs, there is not any thing in the latter half fo abfurd and ridiculous as 
that part of the female furniture called a Hoop. If the PERSIAN, who 
was fo much furprized at the fleeve of my coat, which was in no extreme 
of the fafhion, had feen this whalebone-machine, he would certainly afk, 
if the woman was to be fewn up in it with a wild cat, as they fometimes 
ufe bags when they torture females, Tell him, that it 1s defigned to be 
worn about her waift, and he would conclude it was a punifhment for 
fome act of incontinence; but never would a man, in his right mind, 
conceive it to be intended as an ornament and that the greater {pace a wo- 
man occupies, the greater her quality, the more important her appearance, 
and as fome imagine, the more exquifite her charms. 








And fince the refentment of a cuftom fo injurious to health and con- 
venience, as well as true tafte, has drawn me thus far; I cannot help ob- 
ferving very ferioufly, that as the perfons, and external ornaments of wo- 
men are fo much the attention of men, it is not furprizing that they 
fhould make ufe of their proper ftrength, and improve their own advan- 
tages; but I apprehend there are very few fenfible women, and yet fewer 


men, who confider this romantic machine as ornamental. Cuítom is in- 
Tta deed 
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deed a tyrant over both fexes, and the pride of imaginary embellifhments 
almeft as ftrong a paffion with the youthful part of the gay world, as even 
the love of life. All nations feem to agree, that rich manufactories, 
filver, or gold, or precious ftones, or what is juft the fame, fomething in 
imitation of them are ornamental. It is alfo confeffed, that the more im- 
mediate feat of the graces is the face, and the women of all countries 
apply their fkill to the improvement of it; preferving at the fame time 
thofe veftures which they think add a.luftre to their natural advantages. 
How can EUROPEANS laugh at fome particular parts of the drefs of re- 
mote nations, when perhaps none of them wear any thing fo ridiculous 
as a large hoop?  Befides, though cuftom may caufe any thing to pafs 
for modeft, it cannot alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe dif- 
tempers which arife from cold ; neither will the ftreets grow broader, or 
houfes, churches, or theatres extend their walls to keep pace with this 
romantic extenfion of habilliment. 


The drefs of the women in PERsrA is fimple, differing from the men 
rather for the diftinction of fexes, than by affecting any form fhocking 
to nature : they adorn their arms with bracelets after the manner of fome 
EUROPEANS, and their heads with jewels of feveral kinds: one of thefé 
is compofed of a light gold chain-work, fet with fmall pearls, with a thin 
gold plate pendant, about the bignefs of a crown-piece, on which is im- 
preffed an ARABIAN prayer: this is fixed to the hair at the upper part of 
the temple, and hangs upon the cheek below the ear. They have large 
ear-rings, and fome are faid to wear gold.rings fet with pearls in their 
nofe, which is incomparably the worft tafte they have; the poorer fort 
wear the fame thing in bafer metals: their hair hangs in treffes ; their fhirts, 
as well as the men's, are of a thin manufacture of filk. and cotton; but 
thefe are open at the breaft in the manner of men's fhirts in EUROPE, 
whilft the men’s are fupported on the left fhoulders by a {mall button; 
the women alío wear drawers and {flippers as the men. 


The PERSIANS obferve an outward decency in their cloathing; their 
very religion feems to exact it of them, and the fimplicity of their cuftoms 
contributes to the fame end, . They are neat in their houfes ; and even the 

meaneíft 
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meaneft fort are ufually very clean in their cloaths, which have feldom 
any rent; but if it-was not for their repeated bathings, the want of chang- 
ing their fhirts would render their períons indelicate. 


O H A P. LI 


The nature of tbe military, civil, and ecclehaftical government of tbe PER- 
SIANS under NADIR SHAH. Some account alfo of their cruelty, divifiow 
of time, language, and opinion of EUROPEANS. Of their religion, and 
their manner of praying; with remarks on the falfe referve of CHRIS= 
TIANS.. 








HE Persians, by their neglect of moral duties, have prepared the 

way for that ruin in which they are involved ; and it feems as if 
providence, by fuffering the ufurpation of NADIR, had permitted them to 
fill up the meafure of their iniquities. 





The government of PERs1A is monarchical, and in every branch of i£ 
{trictly defpotic. The favour of the prince, and of thofe on whom he 
devolves his authority, is effential to the fecurity of foreign merchants; and 

this may be beft preferved by proper and timely prefents, by a good ap- 

| pearance, and a refolute difcreet fupport of their own dignity. The PER- 
STANS are not unfkilled in the laws of juftice and humanity; but as war 
has been, for many years, their only ftudy, and a fondnefs for outward 
fhew their predominant paffion, thefe laws are very little regarded when 
they interfere with their inclinations : hence a good horfe, a filver-mounted. 
bridle, and a girl, will generally induce a PERSIAN to violate juftice, and: 
even to commit that for which he is morally certain of death. 


` The camp and court in NADIR’s time were tlie fame; and the eccle-. 
fiaftical, as wellas civil and military officers always attended. The chief 
adminiftrators of the law were the MurLAH-BAsur, and the NAIB- 
$JEDAR, Or NÆVAB, who are judges in ecclefiaftical and civil concerns; 
The KAZIÆSKAR is judge of the army, and the sHEICHULISLAM is ree 


puted 
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puted of equal rank with him. The DEFHERCH ANE * receives all records, 
decrees and public accounts, and decides in all affairs relating to the po- 
litical government. The principal officers of this court are the suPERIN- 
TENDANT and sECRETARY: The MUSTAFI MIEMALEK ^ acts with 
them, and has MusTAFis under him for the care of the feveral divifions. 
Thefe agents of the crown make their court, and find moft profit and fecu- 
rity in propofing means of opprefling the people by heavy exactions. 


The higheft ecclefiaftic in towns is judge, and tries civil caufes under 
the governor, who generally refers the parties to him ; and upon the re- 
ceipt of his verdict the governor gives a final judgment. But military 
people feldom have their caufe tried by any but the latter. Thefe governors 
are often as defpotic as fovereign princes; and though they are account- 
able for all their actions, and have often their ears cut off, their nofes 
flit, and are feverely beaten on their back, baftinadoed on their feet till their 
nails come off, and not unfrequently ftrangled, yet they feldom abftain 
from acts of opprefhon. 


The BEGLER-BEGS * have the power of life and death, as have alfo 
thofe sSARDARESs 5, who are on the frontiers. In NADIR’s reign there were 
only three BEGLER-BEGS, one in KHORASAN, the other in DERBEND, 
and the laft in surrass, all of them as cruel as they were powerful. Thole 
in high office make ufe of the moft extraordinary and unaccountable me- 


thods of oppreffion. There was a remarkable inftance of this in NA- 
DIR's brother, IBRAHIM KHAN, who, when governor of TAvRIs, having 


a lame mule, afked his groom what he might fell her for? The groom, 
fufpefting his defign, and knowing his avarice, anfwered 2000 crowns. 
* Oh!" fays he, * more a great deal.” At length the price was fixed at 
10,090; and the groom being armed with authority, demanded of every 
citizen and villager a certain fum for the mule, in fuch terms as plainly 
fhewed that a fum was to be levied on them. Some, to avoid being 
beaten, paid him 20, 30, 40, or 50 crowns, till at laft he came home with 


* Chancery. b General over-feer of the empire. * Lord of lords, the higheft 
rank of officer in power. 4 Generals. 
the 
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the 10,000; and after all he obliged a man to take the mule in good 
earneft for 120 crowns, which is the price of a fmall one free ftom ble- 

In how great a degree cruelty reigned in PERSIA in NADIR’s time, may 
be judged from the choice whicH he made of his reprefentatives, and 
from their copying him fc*exactly, though with lefs judgment. Iwas told, 
that in the fpring 1741, a perfon named KALIB KHAN, from being a 
broker of filk, returned from the camp to REsHD, dignified with the title: 
of admiral of the cAsPrAN fea. 'Fhis elevation fo intoxicated him, that. 
thinking himfelf negle&ed in point ef ceremony, he inftantly ordered the 
chief of the ARMENIAN merchants to be called into his prefence, caufed. 
one of them to be put to death, and threatened that all the ARMENIANS. 
and GEORGIANS fhould fuffer the fame fate, if they did not bring to him. 
aM the arms that were to be found in the caravanferais of REsHD; keep- 
ing three of them as hoftages till he extorted handfome prefents, and 
large promifes from them. He was fo offended that the RussrAN conful 
had not fhewn him the refpect of waiting on him in períon before his en-- 
trance into the town, that when the conful's interpreter came to compli- 
ment him in his mafter’s name, he baftinadoed him, fpoke difrefpectfully 
of the E MPREss, and not ftopping here, put to death an interpreter be- 
Jonging to the refident of that nation, feized a RussiAN fhip, and, by 
threats and ill treatment, obliged the crew to embrace MAHOMMEDANISM. 
On EAsTER-DAY he laid fiege to the conful's houfe, and fired 250 fhots 
on it; but at length being oppofed by the people of the town, he was ob- 
liged to withdraw his artillery. 





In confequence of the complaints made to NADIR, KALIB KHAN was 
called to the camp, and treated with great feverity ; the crimes alledged 
againft him were various, and many of them concerned the snanu him- 
felf; but I never heard there was any particular refpect paid to the rus- 
SIANS in the purifhment inflicted on him. Such cruel exactions and mon- 
ftrous proceedings have frequently ftirred up the people to rebellion; but 
the want of fecrecy in their counfels, and of mutual confidence, ever ren- 

dered 
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dered their attempts inferior to the fagacity and refolution of NADIR, 
till they took the refolution of killing him in his own tént, 


As to the religion in PERSIA, the TURKs and PERSIANS equally ac- 
knowledge the KHORAN as firft promulged, to be the great law of their 
prophet MAHOMMED; but they trace their ecclefiaftical divifions, and in- 
inveterate animofities as high as his immediate fucceflor. ALI was MA- 
HOMMED's brother's fon, and married to FATIMA, the daughter of that 
falfe prophet. From this the PERsrANs naturally infer his right to the 
fucceffion, which was notwitftanding invaded by his uncles ABUBEKER, 
OMAR, and osMAN, the brothers of MAHoMMED, whofe ufurpation, both 
as kings and prophets, is approved of by the TuRks. At length Art: fuc- 
ceeded, and the difpute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made 
no difference in the KHORAN: yet this produced no extraordinary ef- 
fects till the 14th century, when sHEFFIE, a man of an exemplary life, 
who pretended a regular deícent from AL1, began to teach and expound 
the MAHOMMEDAN law, and the doctrine of axi’s followers, in prefe- 
rence to the TURKISH doctors of divinity ; this revived the remembrance 
of the injury done Arr by his uncles, whom the PERsrans began to 
curfe in their public prayers: they alfo changed the form of the MAHoM- 
MEDAN creed, by giving avi the title of THE FRIEND or Gop. Thefe 
two fects being divided, thofe who maintained the fucceflion of ABuBE-. 
KER, OMAR, and osMAN, called themfelves suNNiIs, whilft the followers 
of ALI took the name of scHIAs. 


Experience has proved that it is next to impoffible to keep mankind 
fteady to any form of worfhip, even where they profefs the fame faith in 
effentials ; and if this is the cafe where religion is founded in truth, as in 
that of CHRIST; it is no wonder that fo abfurd a doctrine as MAHOMME- 
DANISM, profefled by fo many millions of people, fpread over fuch a 
vaft tract of country, fhould create divifions with regard to ceremonials, 
and the conflruction of texts, in themfelves inexplicable } nor is it ftrange 
that this fhould produce national and irreconcileable hatred. It muft fur- 
ther be obícrved, that cheir morals and true notions of life having, in a 
great meafure, given place to a martial genius and military fhew, it is cafy 

to 
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to conceive the caufe of the long and bloody wars which have been carried 
on between the neighbouring ftates of PERSIA and TURKEY. It cannot 
here be improper to mention the method taken by sHAH ABAs to make 
a difference in opinion inftrumental to the peace and fecurity of his go- 
vernment. This prince, finding in his people a great propenfity to rebel- 
lion, gave ALI two names, and then artfully infinuated, that one ought 
to be revered in preference to the other ; thus he promoted fuch a diffen- 
tion among them as brought both parties the more eafily to make him 
umpire, and fubmit to his government. 








The persians believe the mosaic to have been the true religion be- 
fore CHRIST, whom alfo they acknowledge to be a true prophet, and 
teacher fent from Gop; but that the religion he taught was contained 
in a book which, at MAHOMMED’s coming, was taken by the angel GA- 
BRIEL into heaven, and the kuoRAN brought down in it's ftead ; this how- 
ever they do not attempt to prove. They fay alfo, that JEsus cHRIsT did 
not die upon the croís; but that another perfon was miraculoufly brought 
there in his place ; thus confeffing the truth of our saviouR’s miffion, 
but confounding it with abfurd fables. 








The common people pray at break of day, noon, and fun-fet; but the 
HAHDGEES pray at thefe times, and alfo in the afternoon, and at night. 
The MurrAH, when he goes to prayers, mounts a turret appointed for 
that purpofe, which over-tops the houfes, from whence at day-break, 
mid-day, and evening, he invokes the fupreme being, by faying; ** O 
** Gop, there is but one GoD; MAHOMMED is his prophet, and Arı his 
friend." — After repeating thefe words three times, he makes a prayer to 
this effect ; ** Glory be to the fovereign of the univeríe, and to the judge 
** of the laft day; we glorify thee; we befeech thee to affift us in our 
** neceífities, to lead us in thy ways, and in the paths of righteoufnefs, 
** and to prevent our falling into the fnares of perdition.” I never ob- 
ferved that the 'PERsrANs have any marks of that falfe modefty which 
prevails among CHRISTIANS of the beft fort, who, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of affectation, or hypocrify, are as jcalous to be feen on their knees, 
as afraid to commit any criminal action. 1f a bold mafculine piety, and 
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a fincere awful fenfe of the fupreme being are very confiftent things, this 
excufe of modefty muft be owing to an error in education. ‘The refervednefs 
of fome CHRISTIANS Is certainly carried to a great excefs: I have known 
perfons pious before marriage, confefiedly negligent in their devotion after- 
wards, the prejudices of education being fuch as that neither party chofe to 
be feen on their knees ; and we all know that any neglect may grow into a 
habit. Not fo does the incomparable MIL TON paint our firft parents; not 
fo does nature nor realon dictate ; furel$ this is not what our sAviouR meant 
by admonifhing us to retire to the clofet; and is diametrically oppofite to 
what may be inferred from that paífage of fcripture, that the unbelieving 
party in marriage is faved by the believer. Such an excefs of referve, if fuch 
is common, mutt be injurious to religion, and highly deftructive of the ad- 
vantages derived to mankind by the example of piety, particularly in the 
matrimonial ftate. 


The PERs1ANs feem to be under the influence of a certain degree of 
enthufiafm, without which devotion in fome men is but a languid office: 
their imaginations are warm, and it is probable they receive no common help 
from thence. But here it may be afked, whether any degree of paffionate 
warmth is warrantable in devotion ? Whether it is effectual, is alfo a point 
about which CHRISTIAN divines feem to differ in their fentiments. If 
paffion is effential to the make and compofition of man; if experience 
evinces, that hardly any of our actions are devoid of paffion ; if the great 
art of human life is not to eradicate the paffions, but to adopt the proper 
objects of them; if mankind cannot think fo abítractedly as a pure ef- 
fort of unmixed reafon implies; I prefume it follows, that SOME DEGREE 
of paffion is warrantable in devotion; that degree will depend on the 
different turn of men's minds, and we may leave the great object of 
our devotion to determine the reft., If Gop is the common parent and uni- 
verfal friend of mankind, we mutt be affected towards him, with all the 
energy of the foul, which cannot be exerted without thewffiftance of our 
paffions : and it ought to be remembered, that towards different objects 
the fame paflions affect us differently. We muft learn to think confift- 
ently of the fupreme being, but leave nature to heríclf with regard to the 
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manner of the operation ot thof¢ paffions, and not refine th thing away. 
Further, if the great object of all the powers and faculties of the foul is- 
Gop; if hope, and fear, and love, as pafiions, belong to any thing more 
than mere fenfitive life, the exercife of them is due to the great author 
of nature, and confequently ought to be employed in our addrefles to:him; 
for thefe, by their happy mixture, under the influence and guidance of 
reafon, conftitute that paífionate warmth which, I prefume, is not only 
warrantable, but in many minds effential. And can it with any confiftency 
be thought, that our saviouR's prayer in HIS PASSION, as properly called, 
was devoid of the paffion we are now fpeaking of; if it was not, it will 
follow, that in proportion to the earneftnefs of our petitions to heaven, 
there will be a mixture of paffion, though reafon may at the fame time be 
fupported in its full ftrength. 
















To return to the PERSIAN manner of devotion: after wafhing them- 
felves, and combing their beards, they often count beads on a ftring as is 
the cuftom of fome CHRISTIANS, and probably learnt of the MAHOMME= 
pans. At certain parts of their prayer they ftand, then kneel, and then 
proftrating themfelves on the earth, fet their foreheads on a bit of clay, 
about the fize of a crown- piece, fuppofed to be brought from MECCA, 
and confequently to have a cHARM. ‘They always carry it about them, 
tied to the upper part of their-arm. They, as well as the CHRISTIANS, 
make their prayers long, in contradiction. to the experience of man- 
kind, how laborious.a tafk it isto keep all the faculties of the foul awake 
for a fhort interval. ** Let thy words be few,” is an admonition well fuited 
to the weaknefs of human nature; though the obfervance of it may argue 
the ftrength of the underftanding. It is a fhrewd remark, that there is a 
great difference between praying, and faying of prayers; and that we 
ought not to expect that cop will attend to our prayers, if we do not at- 
tend to them ourfelves. Befides, if a life {pent in the fear of Gop, and 
obedience to his laws, is one continued prayer to him ; will he require a 
multiplicity of words? Will he demand a longer attention than the mind 
is capable of, or the duties of life will permit? 1 do not mean by this re- 
mark, to lend any afüfünce in countenancing the indolence and impiety 
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which reign fo much among fome CHRISTIANS, but to recommend an 
aweful approach of the deity; and in our private addreffes to him, to {pend 
as much time in preparing the mind, as in the addrefs itfelf, and not de- 
ftroy the dignity; and, as we may fear, the efficacy of the duty, by a care- 
lefs and abrupt intrufion into the more immediate prefence of the aweful 
majefty of heaven. 








. The MAHOMMEDANS having certain ftated hours for prayer, are pun- 
€ual in the obfervance of this duty, and, to all appearance, perform it 
with more attention than the CHRISTIANS generally do: and though the 
PERSIANS are become 1o extremely immoral, yet they give one proof of 
religion vaftly fuperior to the CHRISTIANS: for I never could obferve, 
that they mentioned the name of the fupreme being, except upon folemn 
occafions, or at leaít in a refpectful manner. 


The Persians have fome of the JewisHu rites among them; and alfo 
this peculiarity, that when they pray, they never permit the image of any 
fenfible object to be before them ; nor is it permitted to pray with any thing 
of gold about them, as if it was efteemed an object of idolatry. They 
invoke the interceffion of the departed fouls of fome of their prophets 
and pious men. 


As to fuperftition, I have already given numerous inftances how in- 
clined the PERSIANS are to it: A MAHOMMEDAN is offended if a perfon 
applies to any mean ufe a written paper, left it fhould contain the name 
of the fupreme being. ‘This may plead in it's excufe that reverence 
which all mankind owe to the deity; but for their other fuperftitions, 
they are for the moft part much lefs confiftent: as for inftance, a MA- 
HOMMEDAN, ftrictly fpeaking, is not only defiled by the touch of any 
thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, by a fhoe, when it is made 
by an end where a hog's briftle has been ufed. | 


The MAHOMMEDANS have numerous fectaries, as welb asthe CHRIS- 
TIANS, NapiR was no bigot, nor in the leaft given to fuperftition: on 
the contrary, he expofed the blunders of their favourite prophet Ar1, and 
even of MAHOMMED, and the fallacies of many popular opinions, of which 
I íhall have occafion to mention more hereafter. 


The 
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The external obligations of juftice and charity are oftentim & overlooked. 
among the MAHOMMEDANS, as well as among people of a better religion : 
they have found out the art of cheating their own fouls, by endeavouring to 
reconcile religion and oppreffion. Extortion is forbidden by the MAHOM- 
MEDAN law; but fuppofe a neceffitous perfon wants 20 crowns for 2 or 
3 months only; there are many inftances of requiring a quarter of a bat- 
man of filk, which, at titcommon value, is 4 crowns. ‘The obligation: 
is made thus: Having lent fuch aperfon fo much, I buy of him fuch 
a thing, for which Iam to pay fo much. Thus they reconcile what 
would otherwife be efteemed a grofs violation of their law. 








The PERsiANS have folar and lunar years, by which they regulate 
their different concerns. The new years day ° of their folar year is om 
the tenth of March; but their moveable feafts and fafts depend on the 
lunar year. They have two great fafts, which, they fay, were command- 
ed by Gop, who gave MAHOMMED orders to inftitute them for the expia- 
tion of their fins: in this time they eat nothing in the day, but at night. 
they make two or three meals of the fame kind of food as ufual. As to 
the other divifions of time, their weeks are the fame as ours, and their. 
days confift of 24 hours, which they reckon in the fame manner as the: 
ITALIANS. 





The TURKISH language is the moft common in PERSIA; it prevails: 
on the fouthern coaft of the CAsPIAN, as well as in thofe provinces which: 
were formerly conquered by the TURKS, as SHIRVAN and ADERBEITZAN ; 
but the illiterate people fpeak a barbarous mixture; and I obferved a diffe- 
rent diale&t in GHILAN and MAZANDERAN: the pure PERSIC is little 
known but in the fouthern parts, on the coaft of the PERsIAN gulph, 
and the confines of ARABIA ; but particularly in ISFAHAN. In matters 
of learning they ufe the ARABIAN language, in which is depofited the 
greateft part of that knowledge for which the PERSIANS were once dif- 
tinguifhed: anc the politer people are fond of ARABIAN words, which 
renders their difcourfe the lefs intelligible to men of inferior rank. The 





€ Which they call nevrouz. 
learned 
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learned languages, familiar to EUROPEANS, are not known amengít them. 
As time feems to have made no change in the cuftoms of Asr4A, but the 





fame manners remain as we read of two thoxíand years ago, fo the lan- 
guage, particularly of the PERs1ANSs, has the fame idiom and fublimity of 
expreffion. 


They write as the HEBREWS, from the right to the left; and often 
range their lines in an arbitrary manner ; fo that upon one leaf of paper 
they fometimes write in ten different directions, and this only to fhew the 
writers ability in obferving the proportion of words and lines in each, 


The want of curiofity, even in fome of their people of diftinction, 1s ve- 
ry remarkable: it is true, the greateft part of thefe are of mean parentage 
and education, and are fallen very low in point of knowledge, though they 
have good natural parts: this is indeed the lefs furprizing, as reading, the 
firft ftep to knowledge, of late years has been as little taught to thofe bred 
to arms, as to the vulgar; we may fay, it is more peculiar to the MULL AHS. 
‘They alfo fall into a great abfurdity in their manner of inftructing; I have 
obferved their boys reading leffons out of the KHORAN in ARABIC, which they 
do not underftand; and, to add to this farce, as they fit, they make a motion 
with their head and body, alledging that this helps ftudy: thus does affec- 
tation fupply the place of real learning. They acknowledge that the £u- 
ROPEANS have two eyes, and themfelves but one; or, in other words, that 
we have knowledge, and an univerfal fkill in arts and fciences, to many 
of which they are entire ftrangers ; and, if I miftake not, their prefent me- 
thod of education is not likely to remove this evil. 


Thus the revolutions of time, and the changes to which human affairs 
are fubject, in confequence of men’s iniquity, have involved thofe nations 
in ignorance, who once enjoyed all the advantages which could grace and 
adorn human nature, and were diftinguifhed as patterns of learning and 
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KHIEVA and BOKH AR A 
IN M DCC XL. 


WITH A 


JOURNEY along the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN 
in 1746. 














C H A P. LIL 


Two BRITISH factors in RUSSIA attempt to open a new trade into indepen~ 
dent TARTARY ; with the feveral adventures that befel them. 





S I am now on my departure from PERSIA, I fhall introduce the 
journals of fcme other travellers on the eaftern and weftern coaft of 
the CASPIAN, particularly as thefe gentlemen were períonally known to me, 
and had a connexion with the affairs of the RussrA company: to thefe I 
fhall join Mr. VAN MIEROP’s journal to MESCHED. As thefe journals are 
not verbofe, and their authority is good, they muft afford fome fatisfaction 
to the curious. It may be obferved, that half the pleafure in this kind of 
reading, is to compare the relation with the map, and render that an 
object cf fenfe, which is otherwife abítracted. This method helps at 
leaft in fixing the idea of the thing related in a more permanent de- 





gree. 
Whilft Mr. ELTON was ufing his cndeavours fcr opening a trade over 
the CASPIAN fca, Mr. GEORGE THOMPSON and Mr. REYNOLD HOGG 


undertook to cftablifh a commercial intercourfe with KHILVA, BOKHARA, 
and 
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and other parts of TÀn TARY, of which they give the following account. 
** On the 26th of February 1740, we fet out from St. PETERSBURG with a 
** {mall quantity of goods, expecting to return by the end of the enfuing 
* winter. Our intention was to learn, if any trade could be carried on 
** amongít the TAR'T ARS, particularly thofe of KHIEVA and BOKHARA. 





« Paffing through the cities of Mosco, VOLODIMUR, MUROM, and AR- 
< SAMAS, April the 6th we arrived at sSAMARA, which is fituated on.the 
« eaft-fide of the vor A, at the diftance of 1800 werfts*? from St. PETERS- 
* BURG. SAMARA being the laft place in Russia in our rout, we procured 
** the neceffary difpatches of the governor, who had the command of the 
* TARTAR expedition. The 12th of June we proceeded on our journey 
« under a convoy, and travelling fouth-eaft in a beaten road through a 
** defert .300 weríts, we arrived the 17th at yAEIK, a town belonging to 
* the cossAckKs, who are fubjects of RusstA. Here we changed our 
* EUROPEAN for TARTAR habits, and providing ourfelves with camels, 
** horfes, and other neceffaries, we difcharged our RussiAN attendants. 
« It was not without the utmoft difficulty that we perfuaded fome KHAL- 
«t MUCKS and TARTARS to engage in our fervice: the cossAcks of the 
** Y AEIK abfolutely refufed, giving us many inftances of the diftrefles of 
.* their own people, who had been plundered and made flaves in attempt- 
** ing to go to KHIEVA ; but we were refolved to encounter all difficulties. 
** A chief of the KIRGEESE TARTARs had fent us two perfons as guides ; 
* and we flattered ourfelves that the authority of their chief, would be an 
** inducement to their fidelity in our defence. 


* Finding other kKIRGEESE, who were returning home from vAEIK 
** with merchandize, we joined them, making in all about twenty perfons 
«t on horfeback ; our goods were loaden on camels. The 26th of June we 
** fet out on our journey, and travelled due eaft about 60 weríts every day, 
** through a defert without any road or path; the TARTARs directing 
** their courfe by remarkable hills and rivulets, well known tothem. We 
& were obliged to keep watch night and day, knowing that when 





? 1200 miles. 
*€ parties 
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<< parties mect, the weakeft, even if they are of the fame HORDA *, are 
<< fubject to many’ inconveniencies, and if they are of different HORDAS, 
* they kill thofe who are advanced in age, and make flaves of the young 


«c people. 


" ** On the 7th of July we perceived a party ata diftance, and our com- 
** panions purfued, and took three KHALMUCKs, with feven horfes. This 
<< was efítecmed a legal, and a valuable prize, and was attended with this 
« further advantage, that we procured intelligence of the HoRDA we were 
<< in queft of. 





* July the r ith, We fell in with a party of KIRGEESE, with whom moit 
* of our company remained ; fo that we were conftrained to continue our 
* journey with our two guides only. We proceeded north-eaft till the 
« r6th, when we arrived near the HorDA of our friend, JEAN BEEK 
* BATER ; he made us the compliment of fending his fon, with feveral 
« other relations, to meet us, who conducted us the next day to his KA- 
* BITKA“. On reckoning our diftance, we found it 800 werfts from the 
* river YAEIK. This TART AR-chief was fitting on a carpet in his tent; 
e he rofe, and bid us welcome, and making us fitdown with him, he 
« took a large difh of KuMEESE °, which he drank, and made us do the 
« fame. We gave him fome fmall prefents, which he immediately divided 
** amongít the company. Some days after we made him a more valuable 
<< prefent, telling him that our defign in going to KHIEVA, was to fix 
** and carry on a trade there; in which, if we fucceeded, we fhould bring 
much larger cargoes ; and then it would be more in our power to re- 
quite him for all his favours: in anfwer to which he affured us, that we 
might command all the fervice in his power, to forward our defign ; and 
infifted that we fhould continue with him till the extreme heat was abat- 
« ed, and refrefh our cattle, which, from hard travelling, were in a very 
* weak condition. 


A 
e^ 


A 
A 


A 
A 


^ 
e 


« The KIRGEESE TARTARS poflefs a very extenfive tract of land, hav- 
* ing the BASHKEERT TARTARS to the north, the black KHALMUCKs, 


b A tribe of TARTARS. © Tent of the nature already defcribed to be in ufe among the 
KHALMUCKS. a Mare's milk fermented. 
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‘ with the city of TAsHCUND to the eaft, the KARAKULPACK TARTARS 
‘and the ARAL lake to the fouth, and the river v AEIK to the weft. They 
* are divided into three HoRDAs, under the government of a KHAN. 
¢ That part which borders on the RussrAN dominions, was under the au- 
* thority of JEAN BEEK, whofe name on all occafions was honoured with 
* the title of BATER f. 





« They live in tents made of wooden ftakes, and covered with a felt 
'* of camel’s hair; this they fix or rerhove with great eafe, whenever they 
« change their quarters, and they never ftay above two or three days in a 
s place. They feed on horfe-flefh, mutton, and venifon, and drink fer- 
* mented mare's milk to excefs; fo that they often intoxicate themfelves 
« with it. ‘They have no grain, nor any kind of bread. When they go 
« upon.an expedition they take a {mall quantity of cheefe, which they call 
* CRU TE; this being diflolved in water, is their chief fuftenance during 
« their journey. Money is hardly known among them ; their riches con- 
e fift in cattle, fox, and wolf furrs, which they exchange with their neigh- 
** bours for cloaths, and other neceffaries. What little religion they have, 
* is MAHOMMEDANISM, and their language has a great affinity with that 
« of the TURKS. They are a ftrong robuft people, but rude, ignorant, and 
* treacherous. They are very civil to ftrangers, whilft thefe continue under 
* their protection ; for they efteem it the greateft difhonour to affront a 
** gueft: but no fooner is he departed, than his profeffed friend and pro- 
*« tector will fometimes be the firft perfon to rob him, and happy if he ef- 
‘© capes without being made a flave. 


* Thefe KIRGEESE TARTARS have very little fenfe of many atrocious 
** crimes, particularly robbery. "Their ordinary punifhment in this cafe, 
* is only reftitution to the perfon robbed ; and for murder the lofs of their 
* goods: fometimes indeed for the latter, the criminal and his whole fa- 
* mily, are delivered up into flavery to the relations of the deceafed. 


* We remained with JEAN BEEK, and travelled in his company till the 
* 8th of Auguft, when we found ourfelves in the latitude of 51 +, five 


f This word fignifies hero. 


«€ days 
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'* days journey to the eaft fouth-eaft of ORENBURG. This city was lately 
** built by the RussIaNs, as a barrier againft the KIRGEESE and KARA- 
* KULPACK TARTARSS, and likewife with a view of opening a trade 
‘¢ with them for furrs, gold-duft, and rhubarb. 


* Having received directions from JEAN BEEK, and taking one of his 
e relations for our guide, we joined a caravan of KIRGEESE and TURKU- 
* MAN TARTARS, about fixty in number. With thefe we travelled fouth- 
«c weft near so werfts a day for eight days : we met feveral parties, but re- 
« ceived no harm from them ; although feveral TURKUMANSs joined us, 
* who, after having been robbed of their effects, had with great difficulty 
** efcaped with their lives. 


« Auguft the 6th, we reached the ARAr lake, which is reckoned 22 days 
* journey from ORENBURG, and 12 from the river vAEerik. We travelled 
* fouth along a very high and rocky fhore, where we were ícarce able to 
* get any water once in two days; and this was fo bitter and falt, that 
** neceflity only obliged us to drink of it. The kARAKUrPACKSs inhabit 
« the ‘eaft fhore of this lake, where the river sinn falls into it, and the 
* ARAL TARTARS the fouth fhore, where it receives the great river AMO. 
« The latter ufe only {mall fifhing boats, and never venture far from the 
* fhore. It is faid that a perfon cannot conveniently ride round this 
* Jake in lefs than 35 days, being computed above 1000 ENGLISH 
* miles. ‘There are abundance of wild horfes, affes, antelopes, . and 
* wolves; here is alfo a very fierce creature, called JoLBART, not un- 


* like a tyger, which the TARTARs fay is of fuch prodigious ftrength 
** as to carry off a horfe. 


« September the 3d, we left the lake, and arrived at a valley full of 

** brufh-wood, and almoft knee deep of ftagnated water. We were in- 
« formed that this was the channel of the river oxus, which had run betwixt 
€ In 1748 and 17,9 theíe TARTARs brought about 40,000]. value in filver, and drove a confide- 


rable trade with the russians; the greateit part of this filver was the plunder of the PERSIAN camp 
in 1747, on the occafion of the maflacre of NADIR SHAH., 


x x 2 * the 
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«the ARAL lake and the cAsPIAN fea; but was ftopped up by the 
* TARTARS many ages fince ^. 


« The, sth, we came to the city JURGANTZ, which appeared to have 
** been a large place; but now was entirely in ruins, no other building re- 
* maining than a mofque. Here our company were very devout: they 
‘© offered their prayers to heaven for their fafe journey, and then went in 
« fearch of gold, which they faid, they had frequently found wafhed out by 
« the rains from amongft the ruins of this city. We travelled on fouth.eaft 
* till the 8th, when we arrived at fome villages belonging to the TART ARS 
* of kHIEVA. Onthe gth, our company left us, and with our guide on- 
“ly we proceeded due weft 9 hours, and reached the city of KHIEVA, 
« which is 17 days journey diftant from the cAsPIAN fea, and from OREN- 
* BURG 33, computing a day's journey to be 40 RUSSIAN werfls'. 


« We took our lodgings in a caravanferai, which was a very mean build-- 
* ing. Here our goods and baggage were immediately fearched and va- 
« lued, for which. we paid duty 5 per cent. We had then full liberty 
« to fell them; but we could not difpofe of a fufficient value to maintain 
* ourfelves and our cattle: for NADIR SHAH, who was then on his return 
* from INDIA, was expected to make this place a. vifit ; fo that it was our 
« misfortune to arrive when the ftate began to be in great confufion. The 
* people were fo infatuated as to think themfelves a match for the PER-° 
* sj ANS; but when they heard that the san was with them in perfon, 
* they were greatly terrified. 


« A few days after our arrival, one of the KIRGEESE came to us by 
*« night fiom our guide, and informed us, that if we confulted our own. 
« fafety, we muft return immediately; that the company we had parted 
« with on the oth, had been plundered by the rurKuMaANs, and feveral 
« of them killed; that they durft not ftay longer in thefe parts; but were 
“ refolved to make up their lofs on the road by repriíals. Finding he 
*t made no impreffion on us, he took his lcave, promifing to return in the 
** (pring, in company with our guide, ifthe country was in peace. Kui- 


^ See page 155. 127 ENGLIsH miles. 
À ct EVA 
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‘© Ev A lies in the latitude of 38 +, and js the refidence of a KHAN. It is fituated 
** on a rifing grouhd, has three gates, and is defended. by a ftrong wall of 
* earth, very thick, and much higher than the houfes: it has turrets at 
« fmall diftances, and a broad deep ditch full of water. The place is 
** large, but the houfes are low, the greateft part of them being built with 
* mud; the roofs are flat, and covered with earth. It commands a pleafant 
‘© profpect ofthe adjacent plains, which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, 
**are rendered very fertile. 


* The dominions of KHIEVA are of fo fmall extent, that a perfon may 
** ride round them in three days; it has five walled cities, all within half 
« a day's journey of each other. The KHAN is abfolute, and entirely in- 
* dependent of any other power, except the MULLAH BASHiI, or high- 
* priet, by whom: he is controled. The KIEVINSKI TARTARS differ 
* very little from the KIRGEESE; but furpaís them in cunning and trea- 
* chery. Their manners are the fame, only that the KIRGEEsE live in 
** tents, whilft the others inhabit cities and villages. Their only trade is with 
* BOKH ARA and PERSIA, whither they carry cattle, furrs, and hides, all 
* which they have from the KIRGESE and TURKUMAN TARTARS, who 
* often prove very troublefome neighbours to them. The place itfelf 
** produces little more than cotton, lamb-furrs, of a very mean quality ; and 
** a {mall quantity of raw filk, fome of which they manufacture. 


** The confumption of EUROPEAN cloth, and other commodities, is in- 
* confiderable, as is the. whole trade of this place; fo that no profit can. 
* be expected any ways proportioned to: the riíque. The duty on all 
** goods belonging to CHRISTIANS is 5 per cent. and to all others who are 
* not of the MAHOMMEDAN faith: but on the goods of MAHOMMEDANS 
“ only 2 ż per cent. The whole revenue arifing to the KHAN does not 
* amount to 100 ducats yearly. Their coin is ducats of gold, each weigh- 
“ing one MUSCAL, or 3 penny-weight ENGLISH; alfo TONGAS, a 
** fmall piece of copper, of which 1 500 are equal to a ducat. Their weights 
** are the great BATMAN equal to 18 lb. RusstAN, and the lefler BATMAN 
* 9 1, which they divide into halves, quarters, and fmaller parts. Their 
e meafure is called GAz, equal to-12 inches ENGLISH, 
Theie 
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Thefe factors remained in KHIEVA till the 15th of December, the PER- 
sIANS having in the interim taken poffeffion of this place, the particulars 
of which I fhall infert in the life of Napir. The {mall quantity of goods 
which they had with them, were fold to the PpERs1 Ans ; but not being able 
to.recover the money, Mr. uoccG was obliged to remain there, intending 
to return home by the fame rout he came, whilft Mr. THompson pro- 
ceeded te BOKHARA, defigning to return home through PERSIA, and over 
the CASPIAN fea. The TARTARs whom Mr. uocc expected as a con- 
voy, having been attacked by the TURKUMANs, were driven back to their 
own country, except thofe who loft their lives in a fkirmifh. Hence it was not 
till the 6th of April 1741, that he left kurEvA, and finding that the TUR- 
KUMANS were roving upon the weítern fide of the ARAL lake, he pafied the 
AMo, and travelling eaftward to the country of the KHARAKHULPACKS, 
in fifteen days he crofled the river strR, which falls into that lake, and 
thence proceeding in fearch of JEAN BEEK, the chief of the KIRGEESE 
TARTARS, he was fet upon by feventeen of them, and plundered, nar- 
rowly efcaping with his life. He found means however to make his com- 
plaint to JEAN BEEK, who was gone upon an expedition againft the 
black KHALMUCKS, and obtained reftitution of part of what he had been 
robbed of, with a promife of the remainder, which was never fulfilled. It 
was as good fortune as he could expect. to get fafe to ORENBURG ; and 
from thence in the next fpring he arrived in St. PETERSBURG, to the great 
fatisfaQtion of his friends. 








Mr. THoMPsoN, whom we left proceeding to BOKHARA, gave the fol- 
lowing account of the remainder of his journey: ** I went to AZARIST, 
« the laft city in the dominions of kn 1EvA, and the caravan which I had 
** joined, croffed the Aamo in boats: we travelled five days along the 
* eaftern banks of that river ; then we provided a fupply of water, and 
** entered a fandy defert, taking very little reft till our arrival at Bo- 
^ KHARA. 





« This is a large and populous city, lying in the latitude 49 + three days 
<< journey to the northward of the river Amo: it is the refidence of the 


« KHAN, who is entirely abfolute, though his power extends very little be- 
** yond 








Chap.LIL. TO KHIEVA AND BOKHAR A. 353 


« yond the city. The adjacent coystry is called ruRKisT AN, and is go- 
« yerned by feveral BEEK s, or chiefs, who are wholly independent of each. 
* other, as well as of the KHAN of BOKHARA. 


**'The town is fituated on a rifing ground, with a flender wall of 
* earth, and a dry ditch: the houfes are low, and moftly built of mud : 
* but the caravanferais and the^mofques, which are numerous, are all of 
« brick: the BAzARs, or market-places, have been ftately buildings, but 
** are now the greateft part of them in ruins ; thefe are generally built of 
* brick and ftone. Here is alfo a ftately building of the fame materials, 
** appropriated for the education of priefts, who receive very confiderable 
* profits by their public difcourfes on the different points of their reli- 
‘© sion, which is the fame as that of the rurxs. They differ from the 
« PERSIANS, not only in regard to MAHOMMED'S fucceffor, but in par- 
« ticular ceremonies: their hatred to the PERSIANS is much greater 
« than to the CHRISTIANS, and they efteem themfelves equally unclean 
*« by touching either of them ; never omitting to wafh themfelves imme- 
* diately after leaving their company. 


,* The place is not efteemed unhealthy as to the air and foil; but the 
* water is fo very bad, that many of the inhabitants are confined feveral. 
« months in the fummer by worms in their flefh, which they call RISH- 
« ras: fome of thefe, when taken out of their bodies, prove to be above 
* 4o incheslong. There are alfo ferpents and fcorpions which infeft their 
* houfes, and are very venomous; the fting of the fcorpion caufes great 
* pain, and fometimes death: the moft effectual remedy they find for the 
immediate cure of this diitemper is to bruife the fcorpion, and apply it 
* to the wound. 


ae 


« The inhabitants of this city are more civilized and polite than thofe 
* of KHIEVA ; but they are alfo cowardly, cruel, effeminate, and extreme- 
* ly perfidious. Great numbers of jews and ARABIANs frequent this 
* place; though they are much opprefled, and often deprived of their 
whole poffefiions by the KHAN, or his attendants, who feize them at 
their pleafure; and notwithítanding they pay moft heavy taxes, it is cri- 
« minal in them to bc rich, 


A 
on 


« The 
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« The trade of BOMHARA is much declined from what it was former- 
s ly: their produ& is cotton, lamb-furrs, down, rice, and cattle; and they 
** manufacture foap, cotton-yarn, and callicoe, which they carry to PERSIA, 
<< and receive returns in all forts of manufactures of that country ; fuch as 
** velvet, filk, cloth, and fafhes : woollen-cloth is alfo brought hither from 
*« PERSIA,as likewife fhalloons, indigo, coral, and cochineal. They have rhu- 
« barb, mufk, and caftorium, and many other valuable drugs from the black 
« KHALMUCKS and TAsHCUND. Fermerly they received lapis-lazali, 
« and other precious ftones, from BIDDUKHSHAN, the capital of the coun- 
« try of that name, which is computed fixteen days journey from Bo- 
* kHARA. But the late wars, and the frequent robberies on the roads 
« make it difficult to procure any of thefe commodities; fo that they are 
« carried through another channel. The KHAN and his officers are poflefied 
* of very rich jewels; but never difpofe of them, unlefs in cafes of the 
** greateft neceffity, and even then they are jealous of their being carried out 
** of the country. 


« They make very little confumption of FUROPEAN commodities: as 
«t to cloth, they ufe it moftly in caps; but no foreign commodity bears a 
** price proportionable to the rifque of bringing it to market. 


* Their money is ducats of gold, weighing a MuscAL, or 3 penny- 
4* weight ENGLISH, alfo a piece of copper, which they call ToNGAs, that 
** pals at co to 8o to a ducat, according to their fize. They have no fil- 
* ver money of their own coin; but fince NADIR sHAH took this place, 
** the PERSIAN and INDIAN filver coin is very current amongft them. 


« The meafure in BOKHARA is GAZ, equal to 31 inches ENGLISH; 
** but they always meafure cloth by the PERs1AN meafure of 40 inches. 
** Their weights are the BATMANs, containing 16 DRUMSERS ; which laft 
** they divide into halves, quarters, &c. each DRUMSER containing 1375 
** MUSCALS, of which 85: are equal to a Russ1AN pound; fo that the 
* BOKHARIAN BATMAN is above 16 pounds. 


** The duty, on cll imported goods, belonging either to natives or fo- 
¢* reigners, is 1 per cent. and on goods exported 1o per cent. The reve- 
« venue 
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* venue from this duty is reckoned 1000 ducats yearly in time of peace, 
“ which but feldom happens. The PERSIAN and TARTAR languages are 
“ both fpoken here; but all their writings are in the PERSIAN tongue." 





Mr. THOMPSON continued at BOKHARA till May; when he received 
notice that the ARAL TARTARS had plundered all round KHIEVA ; ‘and 
Mr. HOGG, as already related, happened to be an unfortunate fufferer. As 
the TaRTARs had befet all *he roads, and cut off feveral caravans coming 
from MESCHED, threatening even soKHARA itíelf ; Mr. THOMPSON con- 
tinued impatient till the end of July, having no profpect during that time 
of travelling with any fecurity. Several people, who had efcaped from 
KHIEVA gave an account that the oussBEcs had recovered that place, and 
deftroyed the PERSIAN KHAN with all his attendants. Upon this the 
communication with KHIEVA was prohibited, the PERSIANS intending 
them a fecond vifit; for which purpofe they had ordered provifions for a 
large body of men. 





The road to persia being now the only fafe way of returning to Rus- 
SIA, at length he joined fome merchants, who, having hired people to 
conduct them through by-roads into PERSIA, were refolved to run all ha- 
zards. He gives the following account of the remainder of his journey. 
** On the 8th of Auguft we fet out, and travelled eaft, paffing through fe- 
** veral ousBEG villages till the 12th. After turning to the fouth, and tra- 
** velling through deferts we came the 16th to the river amo, and croffed 
* it at -KIRKIE, a fort belonging to the ousBEGs, fubject to PERSIA: 
* here we paid a fmall duty, and proceeded fouth-eaft through deferts 
* till the 21ft, when we arrived at ANTHUY, an OUSBEG city ; computed, 
** jn the direct road, to be only three days journey from BOKHARA. 





** This country was then entirely fubject to the PERSIANS, who carry 
** on a great trade in cattle. Here we were detained ten days, waiting for 
* a caravan, which was difpatched the 31{t, when we fet forward, and tra- 
** velled weft through narrow vallies bounded by high mountains: having 
** paffed feveral villages which were deferted by the ousBEGs, we arrived 
** the 6th of September at MARGIEHAK, the firft PERSIAN city on that 

Vor. I. Y y '** fide, 
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* fide. This is a very ftrong place, furrounded by a double wall, and 
'* governed by a KHAN: it hasa garrifon of 500 men, and is defended by 
* feveral pieces of cannon. In fummer it is very unhealthy, by reafon of 
** the frequent peftilential winds, which often kill thofe who are expofed 
* to them. To fecure themfelves againft this inconveniency, the people hide 
* themfelves under ground, or falling flat on the earth, cover themfelves 
* with wet cloaths, till thefe winds blow over. ‘The cattle which are 
* moft expofed, are generally deftroyed by thefe winds, though they are 
'* but of a fhort continuance. During our ftay here, which was only four 
“ days, moft of the people in the caravans fell fick, and great part of the 
* cattle, which was their chief merchandize, died. 





** On the 11th we travelled ftill weft, through dry and fandy deferts, 
* where we got only two pots of water during four days, and this was fo 
* bitter, and {mele fo ftrong of fulphur, that the cattle would hardly drink 
«it. On the 15th, continuing our journey by a high ridge of rocks, and 
** a fmall rivulet of falt water, we came at length into a beaten road. We 
** paffed through many villages, the greateft part of which were deferted ; 
* thofe which were inhabited being chiefly AFGHANs, brought from the 
* new-conquered dominions. "The country hereabouts is very dry, bar- 
** ren, and mountainous. 


*« September the 22d, we arrived at MESCHED, the capital of KHORA- 
“san, and the favourite city of NADIR. It was at this time governed 
* by his fon RIZA KOULI MYRZA:: it is fituated to the north of a ridge 
* of mountains, and is well fupplied with water, which is brought hither 
‘in an aquedu& from a great diftance: in time of peace it isa place of 
** great trade, caravans are employed daily from BoKHARA, BALKH, 
* BIDDUKHSHAN, KANDAHAR, and INDIA; as well as from all parts of 
« PERSIA. The BAZARS, or market-places, are large and well built, 
« filled with rich merchandize, and frequented by great numbers of people 
* of different nations. There were computed about ninety caravanferais 
* in this city, all in good repair. Great numbers of people were {fent hi- 
* ther by NADIR‘ SHAH from all parts of PERSIA, as well as from the 


« new-conquered dominions; and all other means were ufed to make ita 
‘© flourifh- 
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* flourifhing city: itis 14 days jqurney diítant from BoKHARA by the 
* direct road, 20*from BALKH, 26 from BIDDUKHSHAN, and 30 from 
* KANDAHAR." 


The account which Mr. vAN MIEROP gave of the trade of MESCHED 
three years afterwards *, plairly fhews how rapid a progrefs NADIR SHAH 
made in the ruin of PEPsIA, even of this favourite city. 


C H A P. LIII. 


A fucciné& account of tbe diflances and appearance of tbe country between 
CASBIN and MESCHED, a5 reported by Mr. VAN MIEROP. 


S I have already given fome idea of the nature of the country be- 

tween REsHD and cASBIN, the following extract of Mr. van 
MIEROP's journal will exhibit a view of the country from cAsBIN to ME- 
SCHED, which was defigned to have been the great mart for our CASPIAN 
trade. 





* From CASBIN we paffed over a large plain that produced nothing but 
* thiftles, which the inhabitants ufe as fuel, and food for camels. After 
« travelling about 2 5 ENGLISH miles we arrived at the village SHEKENDIE. 
* Our journey lay ftill through the plains, on which are feveral fpots of 
* arable land: we travelled 30 miles, and finifhed our ftage at the cara- 
* vanferai YENGI IMAM ; continuing yet on the fame plain as far as the 
« caravanferai CARA, 30 miles : the next day we pafled over feveral bridges 
* and fmall rivers, and advanced 30 miles to TH#HIRAN, in all about 115 
* miles, the country being bordered by high niountains on the north and 
« fouth from CASBIN. TÆHĦHIRAN is a city inclofed with a wall of earth, 
* which has many round turrets ; but the whole is much decayed: here 
« we found provifions in plenty, and the bread exceeding good. 


* Our next ftage was 35 miles diftant to the great caravanferai KEBUD 
* HUMBED, near which is a lofty turret covered with glazed tiles. The 


k See this account vol. II. p. 24. 
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* foil is indifferently fertile, but not.fufficiently watered. From hence 
* we travelled to EVANCKEEF; the land was rich and'well watered, but 
* uncultivated. The next day we advanced 30 miles to the village KARA, 
** pafling by a rock of falt, which is covered with a thin coat of earth 
** and mofly fubftance. From hence we proceeded 2 miles to the village 
* PAHDE, where we found the country well cultivated, and abounding in 
* water. DEHMAMECK caravanferai is the next ftage, at the diftance of 
** 20 miles, the land hereabout is either clay or gravel, and the water 
* fo falt that we could not drink it. From thence to the village Pocn- 
* LAKABA is 30 miles; the road lies on a plain, which is interfected by 
s feveral ridges of fmall hills. -'Fhe village nEsoRGE lay in our way at 
** the diítance of ten miles, the road of gravel, and very ftony. From 
** thence, at the foot of feveral hills, we travelled 15 miles to SEMNON, 
** where it is fuppofed Mr. GR4&ME ° was murdered. Afcending the hills 
* we proceeded 35 miles to the caravanferai AHuAN ; thence travelling 
*« over feveral hills and valleys for 24 miles, we came to the caravanferai 
"€ KOSHAW, fituated in an extended plain, on which are different villages 
*c in a rich arable and well watered country. 


« Leaving the road which leads to MAZANDERAN, we travelled 29 

** miles over a fertile country to DAMGooN ^. ‘This has formerly been a 
*« very neat town, but now three quarters of it are in ruins: the country from 
«e hence is more ftony and barren. Travelling under the mountains on the 
*« north fide of us for 33 miles, we came to DEMONLAH. ‘The country 

« from hence to BEKEIST is well peopled and watered, and the foil rich ; 

«e from the laft mentioned place the plain rifes with a gradual afcent to 
<e the hills on the fouth. We travelled thence 40 milesto MEY A MEY; 
** our rout lay along the fide of the hills, where we found a number of 
** people from KOUHESTAN, living in tents made of black hair.cloths ; 
** having travelled 50 miles we arrived at the caravanferai of MEONDASHT. 
** From hence to ABASABAD is, with variety of foils, 25 miles: We 
a This was the factor who firft fetout with J OHN ELTON. v Here was fought the memorable 


battle between- the Persians and the arcwans in 1729, which reinftated r#umas. DE LISLE 
splaces this town much farther to the weftward. 
** nafied 
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** paffed feveral hills of a flaty copper-coloured ftone, and advanced ten 
& miles to a river’ upon which is a bridge called PULABRISHIM, near 
* the village MEZINAN. ‘The waters which flow from the mountains om 
« the north fide are extremely falt, and come down with that impetuofi- 
* ty as frequently to overflow the bridge. ‘The country hereabout was 
** rich and populous, being covered with villages, and abundance of cattle. 
* "We went on 23 miles tô the caravanferai TAvRIZE, which was new and 
e elean ; from thence to the village MEHOR is 6 miles. 


` * Paffing over a fertile and well-manured country through cHosRoGERD, 
<< we advanced 18 miles to sEBSAWAR 3, which is a confiderable walled- 
* town, and has a good market; from hence we pafled over a plain, and 
« feveral {rail hills, 33 miles to the caravanferai sAFRANI: leaving this 
** place, and paffing over hills and plains 21 miles to HAUZESINK, we 
** proceeded to an encampment, moft of the people here living in tents. 
« Our next ftage was 31 miles, through a populous country well watered, 
.** and abounding in corn, to NISHABOOR, which we found well inhabited, 
** and in pretty good condition; and though fmall, it has a good market- 
* place. From hence to KADEMGAH is 21 miles, through a country di- 
* verfified with hills and plains; near this place is a mofque covered with 
** blue-glazed tiles, which the PERsrANs hold in fome veneration. From 
** hence there is a fhort cut over the hills to MESCHED, but it is paflable 
* only in fummer. Our next journey was 21 miles over ftony plains and 
** hills to the caravanferai TIKIR DAVID, thence 21 miles over the 
** north part of the hills to the caravanferai GUMBEZDIRAS; from thence 
** crofs fteep ftony hills 27 miles to the caravaníerai TULOOK ; from 
** thence over a plain, it is 6 miles to MEscHED. ‘The whole diftance 
** from RESHD is 782 ENGLISH miles‘, according to the neareft compu- 
** tation we could make from the hours we were on the road, always tra- 
** yelling an equal pace." 


* Here sHAH T JEHMAS was confined. e 'T'his feems to be rather too large a computation, 
wnleís we allow for a great circuit. 


CHA FP. 
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C H A FP. LIV. 


Extrat of a journal? gelating to the rout of the RUSSIAN embaffy intò 
PERSIA 12 1746; with a defcription of tbe countries from ASTRACHAN 
as far as DERBEND. 


cc ER imperial majefty ELIZABETH PETROWNA, emprefs of all 
the RussrAs, having been pleafed to fend an embafly to NADIR 
** SHAH of PERSIA, his excellency KNEZ GALITZEN received a commif- 


** fion for this purpofe. 





etc 


**'T'he prefents intended for the PERSIAN monarch, confifted of clocks, 
* watches, gold filver and PiNcHBECK {fnuff-boxes, fet with ftones, or 
* embofled ; toys, rich filks, brocades, embroidered works ; twenty fine 
* horfes of ENGLISH, SPANISH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, TURKISH, and 
* PERSIAN breed: theíe were, for the moft part, fent by fea to GHILAN, 
** The embaflador had a coach, as well as riding-horfes, prepared for him, 
* and his retinue had feveral other vehicles for baggage, provifions, 
* and water. The perfons appointed to attend the embaffador were the 
* phyfician, furgeon *, officers of the embaffador’s houfehold, keeper of 
** the chancery, fecretary, writers, all in number eighteen ; he had 30 dọ- 
* meftics, a guard of two troops of horfe, and 60 fufileers. 


** His excellency departed from asTRACHAN the 24th of September 
* 1746, and croffing the voLGa, encamped on the weftern fide of that 
* river. The next day we directed our journey northward on the banks of 
* the voLGA for about four werfls, and then turned to the weft upon the 
** top of a fandy hill covered on each fide with lakes of frefh water; to 
** the fouth of it there was plenty of grafs for our horfes. The moon rifing, 
* in the evening we decamped, directing our coaít weftward in a deep 
** fandy road, leaving feveral lakes of frefh water to the fouth-eaft; and 


* This journal being defective in fome particulars, I have taken the liberty of inferting fome de- 
fcriptions taken from other authorities equally: good. 
" Dr. cooxz, now a graduate phyfician in scorL AND, to whom I am obliged for the journal 
above mentioned. | 
* early 
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** early the next morning, the 26th; we pitched ovr tents near the lake 
* gAnHuUsHY, which is brackifh water, having travelled about 30 werfts 
** from our laft ftage. The country here affords little more than worm- 
* wood, and fuch like herbs, which delight in a fandy and warm foil im- 
* pregnated with falt. The reeds which grow here ferve as food for the 
« liorfes of the ku AL MUCKS, and other TART ARs, the leaves thereof be- 
« ing mdre grateful to them than graís. Our road lying fouthward, we 
** proceeded on our journey througl»a fandy country, abounding in lakes 
* of brackifh water; the banks have plenty of liquorifh and marfh tre- 
* foil. In the evening we. encamped near the lake BASHMACHAH, 70 
* werfts from ASTRACHAN, where we fell in with a body of KHAL- 
<< MUCKS, who had feveral droves of cattle ; this put us under the ne- 
* ceffity of doubling our watch, to prevent their ftealing any of our horfes. 
« The weather was cold, and the wind raifing the fand and duft, made 
** our journey painful. 


* The 27th we encamped on the fouth-fide of a barren mountain, 
« with a lake of brackifh water at the foot of it ; and then directing our 
« courfe fouthward, we travelled over a fandy country to a lake of water 
* more potable than any we had yet met with; here the plains produce 


** grafs. 


- « The 28th, Juft as the fun appeared at the verge of the horizon we 
<< encamped near the caravanferai s1ZELLEE, near which is a lake of po- 
* table water lying eaft and weft, where we filled fourteen large cafks. 
* At this interval we faw a great party of TARTARS riding on dromeda- 
« ries, and armed with fabres, bows and arrows; alfo a body of KHAL- 
* muckKs armed and mounted on horfeback ; but they did not feem 
« inclined to interrupt our march. From this place we took our courfe 
« fouthwafd over hills which abound in antilopes *. Thence we proceeded 
« to DEWRALY, which is covered by high fandy hills to the north. eaft 
« and fouth-we%. The reader will obferve, that though here are a few 
** caravanferais, the country has no fixed inhabitants. We now reckoned 
<< ourfelves to be near 160 weríls from ASTRACHAN. 






€ The RUSSIANS and TARTARS call them SAIGON. 


« The 
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** The next day we travelled 27 werfts, and were neceflitated to encamp 
“ on the top of a fandy hill, having fome marfhy ground below it, where 
'* we found reeds and grafs, with a lake of brackifh water to the eaftward. 
« From hence we had an extenfive view of a defert, on which not a 
** fhrub was to be feen, and very little grafs. 





_ The 30th we departed from hence; our journey ftill lying through a 
** a hilly and fandy country, much the fame as has been already defcribed, 
** except that the fand was browner, and, what neceffarily drew our atten- 
* tion, was mixed with a great number of broken fea-fhells, which lay 
* in waves, as fnow driven by the wind. We found here feveral fprings 
* of frefh water, but fo choaked with fand, that they were of little ufe 
* tg us. Here is alfo a great quantity of moor-fowl, whofe feathers are 
* brown, and beautifully fpotted with white, but fo wild that we could 
* not kill any of them: the RussrANs call this place EDERGINE. Our 
* next encampment was on a plain, where we had not the relief of any 
.** kind of water. 


* October the 1ft, we travelled 17 weríts, and encamped on a rifing 
** around on the fide of a lake of brackifh water, which our cattle would 
* hardly drink. After paffing the river KuMA, which is computed 350 
« werfts from ASTRACHAN, the country is not fo hilly; and as we advanced 
* fouthward, it abounded more in verdure. The grafs we found here 
« was highly welcome to our cattle, which had fuffered very much for 
** want of provender. We encamped near the lake apack, whofe waters 
* are falt, and where the gnats were fo numerous, that we were obliged 
« to make fires round our encampment, and fuffer the inconvenience of 
« fmoak, rather than of thofe vexatious infects. 


« The 2d, we found frefh water, which our horfes had not tafted for 
** four days: here PETER the GREAT left three large bombs erected on 
« each other, as a kind of monument of his having paficd that way, and 
* probably with an intent that the fight oí fuch inftruments of death 
« might give the roving TARTARS the higher idea of his military power. 
« From thence travelling tothe hill AL1 saan, we met a detachment of 


€ forty 
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ct forty RUSSIAN dragoons from KISL AR, who brought with them feventy 
* horfes for the ufe of the embafiador. 





The 5d, Our courfe lay through a barren plain to the fmall river BE- 
* KISHEFF MOYAK, on the banks of which the TARTARs report that 
** poifonous herbs grow, which kill their cattle. Upon examination we 
** found it to be only the {mall fort of KALI‘; and, to convince them of 
* their miftake, fome of us cat of it. The fac is, that horfes coming 
*"from ASTRACHAN, and fuffering extremely for want of grafs and water, 
« are by the unfkilfulnefs of their riders, fuffered to eat and drink too 
* much. The whole country between asTRACHAN and this place is 
** impregnated with falt, and fome of the lakes are covered with it, info- 
** much that at certain feafons it is thick enough to bear a man or a horfe; 
** thus if it is confidered, what a quantity of undiffolved falt muft line the 
<< ftomach and guts of thefe animals, their blood-vefiels being alfo fatu- 
** rated with it, itis eafy to imagine what miíchief. it muft create, when 
** the vefiels come to be diftended beyond their natural fpring, at the fame 
** time that many of their excretions are {topped up. We could not dif- 
* cover that horfes coming from KISLAR are fubject to the fame mif- 
* fortune as here, and by the precaution we. took, though we had 350 
** horfes, not one of them died. 


<The 3d, we travelled on the banks of the fmall river BEcKECHAY, 
* which being covered with verdure, and the waters tranfparent, as the 
** {mall rivers here for the moft part are, afforded us great delight. This 
* country abounds with foxes, hares, and pheafants. Hence we pafled 
** the river BoRospa, which being more confiderable than the others, we, 
** were obliged to ufe a bridge of timber, and incamping in a marfhy 
* ground on the fouth-fide of the river, the next day, the 4th, we arrived 
* at KISLAR, which is computed 500 werfts from AsTRACHAN. 


* KisLAR ftands on the river TERECK, fometimes called the river KIZ- 
* rAR,thougii:a barrier againft the TAR T ARs,it is a very mean place: at the 
* weft end of the old town there is a fortification with a deep broad ditch 
« flanked with counterícarps. Here áre commonly 500 foldiers from the 


€ Or ALKALI, glafs-wort, the afh of this is ufed in making glafs and foap. 


Vor. I, ez | * BN- 





464 THE JOURNEY OF THE RUSSIAN. Part Ill. 


*« parrifon of ASTRACHAN, and, upon fome occafions, three or four march- 
* ing regiments, with four or five thoufand cossacks, 'whoare CHRISTI- 
** ANS, befides CIRCASSIAN TARTARS/; the latter are commanded by their 
* BEHURICH, or chief, and are the proper inhabitants of this country: 
** they are a well-made people, particularly their women, who are alfo 
« comely and chafte. The men are reckoned more warlike than the Don 
* cossacKs, though they acknowledge that courage is lefs efeemed 
* amongít them than in former days. They were conquered by Ivan 
* WASSILOWITZ, but have been indulged in the ufe of their own religion, 
* which is MAHOMMEDAN, they have two mofques a little weftward of 
* KISLAR, and alfo nine villages". They acknowledge fubjection to her 
* imperial majefty, to which they are very faithful, though they com- 
** plain of the oppreflion of the Russ1AN governors who are fet over them. 


* About 30 werfts to the fouth-weft of KISLAR, on the firft ciRCAs- 
** sran mountain lying on the fouth of the river TERECK, there is a well 
* about 40 fathom perpendicular, from which iffues boiling water 
* into a ftone bafon, which foon falls down a precipice near 30 fathoms 
* into the TERECK, in fufficient quantities to turn the wheel of a mill. 
* "The TARTARS convey it alfo into pits, and find great relief in many 
** complaints from bathing in it. Amongft feveral experiments which the 
* furgeon made of this water, he found that after it was bottled up 
* clofe for a fhort time, the ímell of the naptha went off. Near this 
* hill are feven fprings of the fame kind of water, and alío one 
* which appears to be impregnated with allom, being fo acid and re- 
« flringent as not to be borne long in the mouth. The furgeon made al- 
* fo an experiment of the heat of the well-water, by boiling a fowl in it 
* in nine minutes ; this fudden coction feemed to be caufed by the quan- 
“ tity of naptha, of which the water is impregnated, as is obvious from the 
« fmell of it. Not far diftant there are feveral fmall pits dug in the earth, 
* in which there is falt of the utmoft brightnefs and purity of colour, 
« which diffolves in the mouth inftantaneoufly, giving a very pungent fen- 





4 Part of the CiRCASSIANS Of KABARDINIA are under the protection of Russia : but the major 
part acknowledge the fovereignty of the Tum«s. 


* The russians call theíc GREBINIKIE£. 
e fatiOn. 
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fation. ‘Fhough the weather was now very cold, the warmth of thefe 
wells of hot water produced near them the verdure and flowers of 
fpring, and a great concourfe of frogs. About half a mile weftward of 
this hill are 7 wells of naptha, in which the wild {wine delight to lie; 
the TARTARsS ufe it for their lamps, and for the axle-trees of their 
carts. At the back of thefe mountains are the CIRCASSIAN TARTARS, 
of whom fome are fubject to Russia ; their country extends weftward 
towards the pALUS MzEeoTis. OF thefe, we were affured, fome are 
pagans, and worfhip a tree, and the head of a goat f. 


* January the 4th, 1747, after fpending our time for three months as 
well as fuch a place would admit, having been much confined for fear 
of the roving TARTARs; the embafiador now received notice, that 
an efcort of PERSIANS, reported to be 12,000 men, was come on the 
RUSSIAN fronticr to meet him. We therefore fet forward, and tra- 
verfing a marfhy and woody ground, which the fnow had rendered al- 
moft impafiable, we encamped on the fouth-eaft fide of the {mall river 
BURGINE, where the RussiANs keep an advanced guard. The sth, 
the country being covered with fnow, made our journey laborious. 
Pafhng the river srzu TzJA, we encamped on the banks of the ax an &. 


** Though it had frozen but four days, we paffed over the ice on the 
AXAN without the leaft danger, and on the 6th arrived at a TARTAR 


* town under the Russ! An protection; though otherwife a kind of inde- 


pendent ftate. The prince of it was called ALI sHEFF: it ftands on a 
high bank on the north fide of the river AHRAHIN, and contains about 
300 houfes ; the walls of which are of clay whitened with lime. The 
inhabitants are the moft acute thieves in the world, infomuch that the 


: utmoft precaution we could ufe, was not fufficient to prevent their pilfer- 
‘ing us; and near to this is another- TARTAR village fubject to the Rus- 


SIANS, Called ANDpREWsKA. The next day we pafied the ford of Au- 
RAHIN, "7hich is about 300 paces broad, and the ftream rapid: then 


! A FRENCH miflionary, whom I knew in persta, offered to go amongít thefe people; but he 


{aid the RussrA Ns were jealous, 


€ by the russians fomctimes called oxı and AT Fovs. 
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ts direct. 
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** directing our courfe eaftward, we arrived near the antient sULAK, where 
* ftood a fortification formerly belonging to the RussrANs^. On the 
** banks of the AHRAHIN grows plenty of fhort wood, which is very hea- 
** yy, and the bark of it being taken off, is Of a beautiful variegated co- 
* lour, Proceeding on our journey through a wood of oaks intwined 
* with vines, we reached the {mall river TERsCALY, which is called the 
** boundary of the RussrAN dominion towards PERSIA ; though we*might, 
* with more propriety fay, towards DAGHESTAN, the country of the 
* LESGEE TARTARS ; for they have not acknowledged fubjection to PER- 
* sta, Here feveral PERsIAN officers, attended by a guard, came to 
* compliment the embaffador on his arrival. This river, though fmall, 
s is rapid, and even in the fummer feafon not fordable towards noon ; for 
« as the ftupendous mountains, which almoft furround it, are ever covered 
with fnow, when the fun acts intenfely, torrents of water fall from 
« them `. 











* The oth, we encamped a fhort mile from the PERSIAN ar- 
“my. A detachment of our cossacxks being fent for fuel, one of 
** them was fhot dead through the body with a fingle ball. The-11th, 

*. we joined the PERSIANS, and marching under the mountains BISCHANS- 
** Ky, we pitched our tents on a plain ground. The next day our road 
* was alfo on a plain, having fome lakes of water. on the eaft, and lofty 
" mountains on the weft, Several camels belonging to the PERSIANS 
“ dropped with fatigue, and they either cut their throats, or ham-ftrung 


à .«* This fortification was intended to awe the CIRCASSIAN TARTARS as far.as TARKU, as they 
**frequently made inroads into the lower countries. At BoNAcK the russians built another fort, 
" with a view to preferve the communication between russia and DERBEND. From thence to 
*sgABRAN quie to Baxu F never learnt that they built any fortifications, or that the LESCEE 
“ TARTARS troubled them with any vifits. The country from cisLar.quite to n esu D was under 
* the russian fubjeGion, in confequence of the conquet made by PETER the GREAT it is 
** bounded by the mountains on the weft; and by the caspran on the eat. The chief towns are 
“TARKU, BOYNAK, DERBEND, BAKU, ASTARA, KESKAR, and RESHD, and their dependencies. 
* Some of the inhabitants of the mocan plains, it is alfo faid, acknowledged the fovereignty of rv.s- 
** s1A, and paid fome fmall tribute. 

i. The gentleman who obliged me with the journal, being a north n&1TON,. takes notice that the 
highiands of scor tAxD are but as molc-hills to thefe mountains. 


* them, 
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“them, that the TART ARS might not, on their recovery, receive any be-— 
** neft, 





«The 13th, Yefterday and to-day we paffed through feveral tracts of arabie 
** land, the road being indifferently good till we arrived on the north fide of 
* the mountain TARKU, whofe fummit appears like a table ; its higheft fide 
** declines towards the lofty mountains already mentioned; there is ano- 
** ther large rock on the furfece of it in an orbicular form: this is fepa- 
* rated from the other mountains by a deep valley. About two miles 
« from the fea is a beautiful plain; hear the foot of the mountain were 
** vineyards and gardens of fruit, which the PERSIANs entirely cut down 
** for the ufe of the embaffador and his retinue; alledging however that: 
* the TARTARS had killed or ftolen 15 PERs1ANs belonging to their: 
** body the night before; for though thefe villagers profefs.fubjection to: 
** the PPRSIANS, yet whenever an opportunity offers to commit any hofti- 
«Hity in a fecret manner, they feldom decline their antient cuftom. 


* On the declivity of this hill are three TARTAR villages about an 
* ENGLISH mile diítant from each other, whieh contained about.1 000 fouls; 
** and notwithítanding their vicinity, were in a ftate of war.. The. TAR- 
** T AR princes, who formerly extended their dominions as far as the black 
** fea, itis faid, chofe this hill as their refidence, which is the more pro- 
**-bable from the feveral extenfive burial-places near it, where. are many 
* monuments of ftone, with hieroglyphics expreffing the characters and 
* profeflions of the deceafed; In this place the LESGEEs attacked PETER 
* the GREAT in 1722, when he marched an army into PERSIA; and, ac- 
** cording to fome reports, they killed no lefs than 3000 RusstANs. Some 
** part of the embaflador’s retinue went to the neareft village, and were ci- 
« yilly treated; the TART ARs offered them two large loaves of bread,.in 
* exchange for a gun flint.. 


‘<The 16th, leaving TARKU, and pafling over feveral itony hills, we 
* pitched our tents on the high banks of the little river 31ANAs, and 
** fcom thence through deep vallies, which made the journey tedious, into 


«an open plain where the RussIAN army in 1722, was again attacked . 


au 
us 
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« by the TARFARS, who were {oon repulfed. A detachment of them 
.*: now took their ftand upon an eminence near BOYNAK. Not far from 
** this place the POLISH embaflador, in his return from PERSIA in 1639, 
« having, by his fault or misfortune, quarrelled with the inhabitants, was 
« cut off with his whole retinue, three only excepted, who efcaped into 
« PERSIA. Nor were the HoLSTEIN embafladors in lefs perplexity the 
** year before, when all their prudence and refolution feemed neceflary to 
« ward off the blow which they had reafon to apprehend from the BA- 
* GESTAN TARTARS. Things indeed were now very differently circum- 
« ftanced, not only with regard to the terror of the RUSSIAN arms in ge- 
ce neral, but alfo of the neighbourhood of the RUSSIAN garrifons. 


«The 17th we paffed by an old PERSIAN caftle, near which we view- 
<< ed the plains where NADIR SHAH loft a great number of ‘his forces three 
** years before in the rebellion of sHIRVAN, in which the rEscGEeEs took 
* part. This country is well ftocked with wild hogs and elks; we killed 
** a very large boar that we roufed in the midít of our camp. 


« The 18th, our courfe lay along the fide of low fandy hills to the eaft- 
« ward of us, and we encamped in a plain where NADIR SHAH had built 
*€ a fort toawe the TARTARS, but it was now deferted. Here we found great 
« plenty of game, as fwine, deer, elks, hares, foxes, and fhackals, with abun- 
** dance of partridges, pheafants, quails, wild geefe, ducks, and other fowl$. 
« The next day we travelled over a country more cultivated ; and paffing by 
«€ a well of hot water, we pitched our tents on the declivity of DERBEND hill, 
« the city appearing about two miles diftance. From hence are feen fevc- 
«c ral turrets yet perfect, which the PERSIANS pretend are part of a wall 
** built by ALEXANDER the GREAT, from hence quite to the black fea. 
« "The mountains here make a very aweful appearance, reaching above the 
« clouds, fo that their fummits are hardly vifible in the cleareft weather. 


CH ar 
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A continuation of tbe RUSSIAN embally. Defcription of DERBEND and its 
confines, An account of the government, drefs, religion, foil, trade, €8c. 
of the LESGEE TARTARS. 








«c WHE 2oth of January 1747, we pitched our tents under the fouth-- 
wall of: DERBEND: the embaffador would have preferred that fi- 
«c tuation to the city, where he could not have accommodated all his guard 
« and retinue; had there been no objection to their admittance. . 


« A city of. fuch great antiquity as this, and fo often mentioned by hif- 
* torians, deferves more than common attention, efpecially as it is the on- 
«ly place now ftanding upon the fhores of the caspian fea, which has 
* any thing to boaft of. It is natural to believe, that hiftorians often bor- 
** row from each other, few taking the pains to examine into a fact, the 
** reality of which no one has pretended to confute. 'The curious will find 
« many circumftances to incline their belief, that DERBEND was built by 
* ALEXANDER the GREAT *. They do not however afcribe the whole 
** to him, but the higheft and ftrongeft part which is to the weftward. 





This city has often changed its maíler, having been feveral times in the 
< hands of the TurKs; the TARTARs alfo are faid to have had poffeffion 
<“ of it. ‘The russians kept it for feveral years during this, century ; and 
** now it is again in the hands of the PERsrANs. According to the neareft 
** computation, it is about 3 ENGLISH miles in length, but in breadth not 
* exceeding half a mile. It extends itíelf from the verge of the fhore 
* due weft up to the foot of a lofty mountain, the whole on a declivity ; 
** and its natural fituation is {uch as to form in flrict propriety, the gates of 


^ When PETER the GrEaT retarned from his PE ksrAw war, the greateít motive to triumph feam- 
ed to be the receipt of the filver key of pERBEND, which was delivered to him, and which in a pom- 
pous manner was carried before him when he. entered mosco; and the foundation of DER BEND 
being afcribed to aLzxanpDbrR the GREAT, this gave occafion to the following inícription on one 
ef she triumphal arches erected cn this occafion : 
Stry Xerat LlznC fortTs, tenet 
LanC, D Indies VrbeM. 


PERSIA 
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** PERSIA on this fide; for there is-no paffage to the weftward without 
** going deep into the mountains, which are guarded by their proper inha- 
**. bitants, who have not fubmitted tothe PERSIAN yoke. This place is di- 
** vided into three quarters, appropriated to different purpofes, each having 
** their diftin&t walls, which ferve alfo to render the ground more equal 
** on the declivity. 


<: The upper town, which is about half a mile fquare, conftitutes the cita- 
« del, and is incomparably the ftrongeft. As the PERs1ANs have been in war 
** with the TARTARs for feveral-years, they are extremely jealous ; info- 
** much that fome of the embaffador's people, who approached the exte- 
** rior part of the walls of the citadel, were beat off with ftones, and feveral 
< mufquets difcharged at them. No perfon is permitted to enter it but 
e: the foldiers which belong to the garrifon, except upon extraordinary oc- 
*« cafions. The citadel has its diftinct governor, with whom the other does 
** not interfere: they mount about 40 pieces of cannon ; but what their 
<< ftrength otherwife was, we had no opportunity of obferving. 


«< The walls of the middle town are about 30 feet high, near 20 feet 
** thick at the foundation, and 12 or 15 in the upper part, having a breaft- 
<< work of about 3 feet thick, and port-holes at convenient diftances for 
* mufquets, or bows and arrows: It is defended alfo by about 60 flanking 
** baftions, for the moft part fquare, but of greater ufe againít the TAR- 
*« T ARs than they could be to oppofe an eunoPEAN army. The walls are 
«made of a íhelly ftone, which appears to be a compofition of fea- 
« fhells very ftrongly cemented. How nature has produced thefe, or whether 
** they remained from the deluge, we muft leave the curious to determine ; 
* only obferving, that fuch fhells do not appear on any of the CASPIAN 
« (hores. Itis certain however ‘that the rocks about the town are of the 
« fame compofition, which, though hard as a ftone, has a different pro- 
** perty, inafinuch as a cannon-ball has no other effect, than to make an 


we impreffion of its own diamceter °. 
« The 


I Captain wooproore, from whom I take part of this account, fays thefe tones in the out- 


file are for the moit part of two or three tons in meafurement, and fome yet more weighty. 
They 
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** The gates of the city have very ftrong and well-made arches; with 
** fliding holes to fhoot arrows, or throw down great ftones on the enemy. 
** In the middle city they are not fcrupulous of admitting foreigners. The 
** ftreets are not regular, nor are they paved at prefent, though they have 
** been fo formerly ; many of the houfes are fupported on one fide by the 
* hill; but numbers are fallen down, and the greateít part in ruins. It 
** is hatdly poffible to defcribe the miferies which this place fuffered about 
** four years before, when NADIR SHAH came in perfon againft the Les- 
* GEES; we faw a fpecimen of it by the carcafes of horfes, and other ani- 
« mals, which were fuffered to remain in the flreets, and in ruined houfes. 
** We found alfo in this town about 500 men, whofe eyes NADIR SHAH 
** had caufed to be put out at one time. Here is a very magnificent mofque, 
* the roof of which is fupported by 84 arches: NADIR SHAH converted it 
s into.a magazine ^; we went into it on horfeback without giving any kind 
* of offence. Here are feveral caravanferais that belong to the ARMENIANS, 
** and are much the beft. 








. ** The eaftermoft part of the lower city is wafhed by the fea, the rifing 
** of which has, of late years, made no fmall impreffion upon the walls. 
** "Thefe are guarded by two round baftions, without which there was for- 
‘© merly a harbour for {mall veffels. It was not till of late that thislower town 
** had any inhabitants; but NADIR, having built a palace in it, caufed feveral 
** ftreets of houfes alío to be erected, with a view to eftablifh a confidera- 
* ble commerce in the city, which he made a free port*. Here PETER 
* the GREAT eftablifhed his principal magazines; and the PERSI AN foldiers 
* now keep their flocks in this part of the city: but the TARTARs, ei- 
* ther by undermining or fcaling the walls, frequently make incurfions in 
** the night in {mall parties, carrying away whatever they meet with. 


They are ysry well jointed, and regularly laid. Ovearius remarked in 1638, that a man might 
judge the wall to be built of the beft and faireft kind of free-Rone; but coming near, he fays they 
appeared to be ** mufcle fhells and pieces of free-ftone beaten and moulded like brick, which time has 
** produced to a h^rdneís beyond that of marble ;" but there is no doubt they are of the fame nature 
as fome of the adjacent rocks. 
b This is the building which rendered the ru xs fo fcrupulous of yielding up the city to PETER 

the GREAT. 

€ This feems to have been a well concerted fcheme towards the reduction of the LEsGEE TARTARS. 


Vou. I. Aaa «« The 
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« The cruelties which are reciprocelly exercifed between the PERSIANS: 
* and LEsGEES.are hardly to be coficeived: fuch as are'taken and fufpect- 
** ed of being fpies, have their eyes put out, and are turned out of the ci- 
* ty : many who are made prifoners in battle, have both their arms cut off, 
* and fuch as are taken in their flight have frequently their legs cut 
« off, and are left to. expire in the field in thefe miferable circim- 
** tances, unleís they are fecretly and accidentally relieved by their coun- 
* trymen. ‘The leaders of them they decapitate, and throw their heads. 
« into.a heap in the manner r they pile fhot °, 





“On the fouth fide of DERBEND are many vineyards and gardens, which 
*t are continued for near 8 miles to the fouthward; but thefe, as well as. 
* their arable lands, have partaken the common fate of war. On both 
* fides of the city, on the declivity of the hill, are many antient burial- 
** places; andthe peRsIAns report, that of thefe are not lefs than 40 belonging 
* to CHRISTIAN TARTAR princes, who have died fighting for their religion.. 
*« There are many antient tomb-ftones, from 6 to 9 feet long, which co- 
« yer the graves, with infcriptions not intelligible to any of the prefent in- 
* habitants. The pERs1ans, who deal much in the marvellous, endea- 
** youred to perfuade us, that thefe {tones were cut in length exactly to the. 
« ftature of the deceafed *. 


* As the neighbourhood of this city is the country of the LESGEE 
* TARTARS; before we depart from hence, it is neceffary we fhould fay 
* fomething concerning them, and the more as they are well known to 
* be fome of the braveft people in the world. "Their country extends 
« fouth from near the latitude of TARKU about 40 leagues, and 25 weft- 
* ward. They are under feveral different chiefs *, who, in cafe of dan- 
« ger to their common liberty, unite their forces. Some few. of them have 
** been occafionally fubjected to the PERSIANS; but the CARAeAr?A f, 
*« and their neighbours to the north and weft of the rERsiAN dominions, 


¢ Captain -wooproore, who was fome time at DERBEND during the war with the TARTARS, 


makes this report. e According to WOOD £.0OOF E's account, 
1 The governors of diftri&s, fome of whom pay homage to the Persians; thofe are cal!cd 
ICHEMKALLA, & A Ípecies of LEsGE&s fo called. 


e it 
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** it does not appear, at any period of time, that they have ever fubmitted. 
« Indeed their fitdation. is fuch, with regard to the natural bulwarks of 
* their mountains, that fo long as they retain their virtue, they can hardly 
* be enflaved : their chief is called ousMAr, OLEARIUS gives an account 
** of the humourous manner of their chufing the scHeMKALL. This is 
* done by the prieft throwing a golden apple in a ring, round which the 
« candidates are feated, and the perfon whom it ftops at, becomes their 
«€ fovereign ; but as they live under,a kind of a republican government, the 
** diftinction paid him is not very confiderable. 





* Thefe people are able to bring 30 or 40 thoufand men into the 
** field. The refidence of the ousMA1 is about 30 ENGLISH miles north- weft 
“of DERBEND. ‘They have had frequent wars with the PERSIANS, and 
* laftlly with NADIR sHAH, who, with 1 5,000 men, purfued a large body 
** of them into the hills; but was at length glad to retreat, after fuftaining 
* 2 very confiderable lofs. Several PERsrANs, who were taken prifoners 
* on that occafion, were cruelly maimed in thoir nofes, ears, or eyes, and 
* fent to NADIR with meflages of defiance. 











** Thefe people are often guilty of rapine, not only in the low-lands, 
** and in large bodies, but alfo in flying parties, pillaging the ARMENIANS 
* and GEoRGIANS, whofe trade brings them between BAKU and DERBEND; 
'* otherwife they are often obliged to pay a heavy contribution for a fafe 
* convoy. Thefe TARTARs are however remarkable in this, that if 
* any ftranger travelling into their country, or on the borders of it, 
* feeks their protection, and chufes a guide from among them, let him 
* meet never fo {trong a party, it is enough if the guide declares that the 
* flranger is his gueft; for they are hardly known to violate the laws 
* of hofpitality in any inftance of this nature. 


* In their perfons they are well made, of good ftature, and extremely 
* active: their countenance is fwarthy, their features regular, and their 
** eyes black, and full of life. 


** Their drefs refembles the GREEK or ARABIAN manner, many of 
* them wearing the fame kind of drawers reaching down to their ancles. 
Aaa 2 Their 
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« 'Pheir caps are not fo lofty as thofe of the Persians, neither do all.of 
** them wear their beards, fome preferring whifkers only.. 











* They live after the manner of the PERSIANS, profeffing the MAHOMME- 
*" DAN religion ; but at the fame time they talk very lightly of the pretend- 
‘© ed miracles of MAHOMMED ; adding, that he was a very artful man, and 
« whether he has any particular intereft with the ALMIGHTY, will,be beft 
« known hereafter. That they once profefled the cHRISTIAN religiop, 
*« feems to be in the higheft degree probable. A FRENCH miffionary 5, 
** who refided fome time in their country, affirms, that he found among 
* them feveral books relating to CHRISTIANITY.’ The fame is confirmed 
«by the expedition which NADIR sHAH made, when, among other 
* fpoils, he brought away divers books, {fome of which he had the curio- 
« fity to order to be tranflated-; and. from thence alfo it appeared, that 
« they had been CHRISTIANS. The PrRsi1ANS will hardly be perfuaded 
«that they do not continue fuch, feeing that they drink wine without fe- 
«-ferve, and marry but. one woman*, i 











« 'T heir vallies are exceeding fertile, producing plenty of wheat, oats, 
«and barley, with abundance of.fheep, whilft their hills are covered with 
* vines, from which. they make very good wine, and have great plenty 
«of it. Their country ts for the-moft part: very pleafant: "They are 
«ingenious in feveral manufactures of wool and: camels hair; and none 
* of the neighbouring nations equal them in making fire-arms, which 
« they fell to the Persians, The ARMENIANS bring- them dyed calli- 
« coes, and other manufactures of PERSIA, alfo rings, knives, and ear-rings 
« made in EUROPE, in return of which- they. receive madder^; alfo fire- 
« arms, and-coarfe woollen manufactures ; together with faMe PERSIAN 
« money; for as the coin of this empire is made {mall and thick, it is counter- 
< feited exactly with very little filver.*It is faid the ARMEN1ANSaccepiocrhis 


s A jz:vu 17, with whom I was particularly acquainted in GHILAN, and from whom I received 


the greateft part of this account. 
à According to the miffionary's account ; others fay that a plurality is allowed ; .fo that I imagine 
they differ from each other in tbis particular in different parts of their country. 
! A raot which dyes red. 
*€ coun. 
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«* counterfeit for a quarter part of it's current value; however this may be,. 
« it is certain there are great quantities of this money in PERSIA, not only 
« filver, but gold alfo. Thefe rartars trade likewife with the rus- 
« srANS with-their madder, taking in exchange, fhoes, boots, add cloathing: 
«cof drefled fheep-fkins." 








C H A P. EVL 


Continuation of tbe RUSSIAN embaffy, with a defcription- of che traet of: 
country from DERBEND fo BAKU, and a fucciné account of this city. 





HE 29th.of. January 1747.. we left DERBEND, marching fouth= 
ward, the high mountain on which that city ftands, being on.the 
‘c-weft, and the fea to the eaftward of us:. we travelled by feveral woods 
** and over.a {mall river, and encamped .on a. plain 17 werfts from pen» 
« BEND, We had already, on the other fide of that city, been much inə 
« commoded with fhackalls; but here their howling was more intolera- 
« ble, when one begins, they all take the cry ; however they do no other 
* mifchief.. 


« The 30th, We paffed two very high ridges covered with grafs, which 
* the PERSIANS faid were the walls of a great city, once the refidence of 
* the princes of the hilly country. From thence directing our march 
** through the ruins of^ a large town, a wood of oaks, and: fome arable 
« land, though now deferted, we paffed the uR BAs, and feveral little rivers, 
«till we reached the saMBun, which is near a mile broad. ‘Fhe courfe 
e of this river is rapid, but we paffed it without difficulty, and pitched our 
« tents on the fouth banks, leaving behind us a {mall fort on the north fide. 
« Here we found great plenty of wild (wine, hares, partridges, and pheafants, 
« alfo a moor-fowl, the flefh of which was very delicious. From thence 
«« travelling through a country of rich ground well watered, and indiffe- 
*« rently wooded for about 12 werfts, we paffed through another town in. 
'« ruins: from hence the country is more fandy, 


«€ 
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* February the 21ít, We pitched our tents on the declivity of a hill, 
* having a caftle to the fouth-veft. It was nowe clear weather and 
* hard froft; we had the view of a very remarkable mountain, called the 
* sHAH'S hill, from which the fnow appeared in a great variety of hues. 
** The next day we paffed many rivulets, fix of which were not inconfide- 
** rable; their banks are well wooded with timber. We encamped near 
** the caftle of sHIRVAN, where there was a garrifon of 500 PERSIANS. 
** The 3d, we paffed not far from the ruins of a large city, faid to be the old 
** SHAMAKIE *, and pitched our tents on the declivity of a verdant hill, 
** having the fea at a fmall diftance to the eaftward. 





« The 4th, We arrived at the caravanferai, which is efteemed the firft in 
‘44 the PERSIAN dominions; from henceare to be feen the remains of fome 
« old walls which run into the fea. Near this caravanferai is the peak 
** SPITZBERMACK, which in form refembles a man's hand, and is of the 
** fame kind of matter as the walls of DERBEND. Some of our compa- 
“© ny made an excurfion to the foot of it, and thence up a fteep hill to a fort, 
** which has a battlement round it of hewn ftone. "This runs on the fouth 
** fide of the rock till it forms the fummit of a precipice, whofe bottom 
** the hazy weather did not permit us to difcover. There are feveral 
** (quare holes, as if intended to throw down ftones, and an arched vault, 
** of which part is broken down: from thence we climbed up about 30 
<t fathoms to the top of the peek ; it forms near a femicircle, round which 
** we obferved the remains of a wall. On the fouth fide there are above 
* roo ftone fteps, by which we defcended, and found a fmall fquare plat- 
s: form, furrounded with a wall of about 12 feet on each fide; then ġo- 
** ing on northward, we faw nothing but a precipice, till the clouds inter- 
* cepted our fight, though the fky above us was ferene. We then 
** pafíed between an opening in the rock to the weft fide, and came to a 
** fmall fquare, where we found a "book in a niche of one of the walls, 
** the characters of which we apprehended to be ARABIC ; the paper was 
** very hard and unpliable. This romatia fcene, which is difficult to de- 
* fcribe, the PERSIANS and TARTARSs believe to be the refidence of the 


a NADIR SHAH removed the inhabitants to the weftward over the mountains. 


* prophet 








Chap. LV. EMBASSADOR TO PERSIXA IN 1746. 377 


* Brophet EL1As when he fled from anas: Near itis the burying-place 
« of fome of the MAHOMMEDAN prophets.. From hence appeared the 
« fummits of many mountains raifing their proud heads:above the clouds. 
* We now returned the fame way as we came to the head of the fteps, and- 
« obferved at the fouth end of- the. peak a pillar of ftone of about 60 feet 
* high, and near 5. feet diameter, „at the foot of which the rock was black. 
** for fome diftance; the PERsxANs-fay there fometimes runs a ftream of wa- 
“ter. As the embaffador and his rétinue paffed under the hill, we heard 
* a very confufed noife, as coming from a great diftance: upon our 
* difcovery of fome TARTARS, we refolved to retire immediately. This- 
s is faid to have been formerly a neft of robbers ; but the want of water. 
s has diflodged them: if there is a poffibility of an impregnable caftle,. 
* this certainly might be rendered fuch. 


«* The sth, we travelled about 40 werfts, the moft part through-a bar 
« sen and fandy foil; but good road, leaving feveral fprings of black nap-- 
« tha to the weftward, and encamped'at the caravanferai near NIEZABAD. 
« The 6th, we proceeded on our journey, pafling by three. caravanferais: 
«.to the caftward, and fix wells of white naptha at the foot of a hill, co- 
« vered with verdure on the north: the {mell of the naptha was very of- 
« fenfive. We travelled over feveral rocks of brown foft free-ftone, and” 
a encamped on the north fide of BAKU, remarkable for the beft-haven 
* on the CASPIAN. Here fhips can lie moored head and ftern, wrth their: 
« heads to the fea.40 fathoms off the fhore, within the command of two 
« ftrong baftions, as alfo by the fide of the wall of the northernmoft baf- 
* tion, In this city is a fumptuous palace of hewn ftone,. which the rus- 
** stan bombs in 1722 had contributed to reduce to the ruinous {tate in 
« which we found it. The persians fay, that as the TuRKs made ufe 
« of it as a magazine, they will not repair it; but the truth is, they are in 
** no circumftances to do any fuch thing. 





** The rebellion of 1743 did not coft lefs than the lives of 1 çoco men,. 
« to the province and the adjacent country of sHiRvAN. Former; many 
« merchants lived here, cfpecially INDIANS and ARMENIANS, together 
« with fcveral TARTARS; and, in the fingle branch of raw filk, they 


fed 
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*** fed to export 400 bales of 25 batmans each; but now they have fcurce 
- any veftiges of commerce. 


.** This city is faid to have been built by the Turks: the fortification is 
'** femicircular, and the two points of it are extended into the fea. It is 
* defended by a double wall, of which the inmoft is lofty for a PERSIAN 
** fortification. It has alfo a ditch and rédoubts, which laft conftitute the 
** greateft part of its ftrength. Thefe were made by the nussrANs when 
** they were mafters of the city ; but the pers1 Ans are ignorant of the ufe 
* of them. The ditch has no communication with the fea, being on dry 
** ground, as the place ftands on a declivity ; but they can fill it in 24 
** hours by water which runs from the adjacent mountains. As all the coun- 
** try here is impregnated with falt and fulphur, the water, though efteem- 
** ed wholefome, is very unpleafant. "The neighbourhood of this city fup- 
‘plies GHILAN, and MAZANDERAN, and other countries contiguous with 
* rock-falt, brimftone, and naptha. It is the only place near the cas- 
“€ PIAN that produces faffron, for which it is famous. They have alfo 
** red wine here of a {trong body and well-tafted, which the AEMENIANS 
* make atsHAMAKrE. The country abounds in hares, deer, and anti- 
** lopes; the flefh of the laft is delicious food. Round Baxu are feveral 
s: lofty and cragged mountains, on which are very ftrong watch-towers ; 
** thefe feem to have been intended to give alarm, in time of war, of the 
4t approach of the TuRKs, or highland TARTARs; to the depredations of 
** both which this city has been often expofed.” 





CHAP. 
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C H A R LVII: 


A Juccinét account of the antient PERSIAN religion, with feveral minute 
particulars relating to tbe everlafting fire * near BAK v, and tbe extraor- 
dinary effects of this phanomenon, to which the INDIANS pay divine ho- 
nours; alfo of the fet called MOUM SEUNDURAIN. 





Muft beg leave to intenupt the journal of the embafly at BAKU, 
where an object prefents itfelf that reminds us of the. antient re- 
ligion of the PERSIANS. ZOROASTER, the founder of this religion, 
appeared about the year of the world 2860. This great philofo- 
pher was ftruck with the demonftrations of the perfection of that felf- 
exiftent being, who is the author of all good. Being at a lofs how 
to account for the introduction of evil into the world; he imagined 
there were two principles; one the caufe of all good, which he repre- 
fented by light ; and the other the caufe of all evil, which he figured to 
himfelf by darknefs. He confidered light as the moft perfect fymbol of 
true wifdom and intellectual .endovrment ; and darknefs the reprefentative 
of things hurtful and deftructive. From hence he was led to inculcate an 
abhorrence of all images, and to teach his followers to worfhip cop only, 
under the form of fire; confidering the brightnefs, activity, purity, and 
incorruptibility of that element, as bearing the moft perfect refemblance te 
the nature and perfections of the good deity. For the fame reafon the 
PERSIANS fhewed a particular veneration to the fun, which was founded 
on their belief, that it is the nobleft creature of the vifible world, and that 
the throne of the almighty is feated in it. This good principle which 
they acknowledged to. be the omnipotent creator and preferver of all things, 
they called vEzAD,-and alfo ormuzp, which fignify fupreme. The evil 
principle they ftiled AHARIMAN, i. e. the devil. Some have aflerted that 
the antient PERSIANS held a coeternity of thefe two principles; but 
others, who feem better acquainted with the true tenets of this religion, 
agree that ORMUZD, according to the Persian mythology, firft fubfifted 





As denominated by the 1xnptans. ‘The author of the journal of the embafly did not go to ‘el 
this fire; but the concurrent teftimony of many who did fee it, puts the matter beyond donbt to ms. 


Vor, J. B bb | alone ; 
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alone; that by him both the light and darknefs were created; and that 
AHARIMAN was created, or rather siroie from darknefs: In the compofi-. 
tion of this world good and evil being thus mixed together, they believed 
they would continue till the end.of all things, when each fhould be pi 
rated and reduced to its own fphere. 





The antient PERSIANS erected no temples, but offered their facrifices in- 
the open air, and generally on the top of a hill ;. for they efteemed it in- 
jurious to the majefty of the Gop of heaven, to fhut up in walls, him to 
whom all things are open; whom the world cannot contain; who fills im- 
menfity with his prefence ; and to. whom the whole earth, with regard to 
man, fhould be efteemed as an houfe or temple. 


Between the beginning of the reign of cyrus the GREAT and the end 
of that of paryus the fon of HysTaspis, being about 600 years. after the 
firft zozoAsTER, whom I have mentioned, another philofopher of the 
fame name arofe. This laft undertook to reform fome articles in the an- 
tient religion: be taught that there is one fupreme, independent and 
felf-exiftent being. ‘That under him there are two angels, the one of 
light, who is the author of all good; and the other of darknefs, who is the 
author of allevil ‘That thefe two, by a mixture of light and darknefs, 
made all things which are. That they are in a perpetual ftruggle with each 
other; where the angel of light prevails, there good reigns; and where the 
angel of darknefs, there evil predominates. That this ftruggle fhall laft 
till the end of the world, when there will be a day of judgment, in which 
all fhall receive a juft retribution according to their works: after which the 
angel of darknefs and his followers fhall be caft into a world of their own, 
where they fhall fuffer for their evil deeds in darknefs, which to all eternity 
fhall be feparated from the light. But thofe who chefifhed and cultivated 
their fpiritual nature, and obeyed the, angel of light, fhall go with him into 
a world, where, amidít everlafting brightnefs and triumphant glory, they 
fhall receive the rewards due to their good deeds. 








This laft zoRoAsTER, contrary to his great predecefior, caufed temples 
to be built, in which the facred fires were ordered to bc conftantly and carc- 
fully pr ved. 


'V hefe 
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Thefe opinions, with a few alterations, dre ftill maintained ‘by forme 
of the pofterity of the antient INDIANS and PERSIANS, who äre cafidd ct- 
BERS, or GAURS, and are very zealous in préferving the religión of their 
anceftors ; particularly in regard to their veneration fot the clement of fire. 
What they commonly call the EVERLASTING FIRE, riear BAKU, before 
which thefe people offer their fupplications, is a phenomenon of à very 
extraordinary nature, in fome meafure peculiar to this country, and there- 
fore deferving of a particular defcription. 








This object of devotion to the crBRms, lies about xo ENGLISH 
miles north. eaft by eaft from the city of Baxu on dry rocky land. ‘There 
are feveral antient temples built with ítone, fuppoféd to have been all dedi- 
cated to fire; moft of them are arched estt not above 10 to 15 feet high. 
Amongft aiii there is a little temple, i in which the INDIANS now wor- 
fhip: near the altar about 3 feet high is a large hollow cane, from the end 
of which iffues a blue flame, in colour and gentlenefs not unlike a lamp 
that burns with fpirits, but feemingly more pure. Thefe iND1ANs affirm, 
that this flame has continued ever fance the flood, and they believe it will laftto 
the end of the world ; that if it was refifted or fupprefled in that place, it would 
rife in fome other. Here are generally forty or fifty of thefe poor de- 
votees, who come on a pilgrimage from their own country, and fubfift 
upon wild fallary, and a kind of JERUSALEM artichokes, which are very 
good food, with other herbs and roots, found .a little to the. north- 
ward. ‘Their bufinefs is to make expiation, not for their own fins only, but 
for thofe of others, and they continue the longer time, in proportion to the 
number of perfons for whom they have engaged to pray. They mark their 
foreheads with faffron, and have a great veneration for a red cow. They 
wear very little cloathing, and thofe who are of the moft diftinguifhed piety, 
put one of their arms upon their head, or fome other part of the body, in a 
fixed pofition, and keep it unalterably in that attitude. 




















A little way from the temple is a low clift of a rock, in which there jg 

a horizontal gap, 2 feet from the ground, near 6 long, and about 3 feet 
broad, out of which iffues a conftant flame, of the colour and nature ] have 
Bbb 2 ala 
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akeady defcribed: when the wind blows, it rifes fometimes 8 feet high, 
but much lower in ítill weather: they do not perceiye that the flame 
makes any impreffion on the rock. This alfo the 1np1aNns woríhip, and 
fay it cannot be refifted but it will rife in fome other place. About 20 
yards on the back of this clift is a well cut in a rock 12 or 14 fathom deep, 
with exceeding good water. 





The earth round this place, for above two miles, has tliis furpriz- 
ing property, that by taking up two or three inches of the furface, and 
applying a live coal, the part which is fo uncovered, immediately takes 
fire, almoft before the coal touches the earth: the flame makes the foil 
hot, but does not confume it, nor affect what is near it with any degree of 
heat. Any quantity of this earth carried to another place does not produce 
this effect. Not long fince eight. horfes were confumed by this fire, being 
under. a roof where the furface of the ground was turned up, and by fome 
accident took flame.. | E 


If a cane or tube, even of paper, be fet about 2 inches in the ground} 
confined and clofe with earth below, and the top of it touched with a live 
coal, and blown upon, immediately a flame. iffues without hurting either the 
cane or paper, provided the edges be covered with clay ; and this method 
they ufe for light in their houfes, which have only the earth for the floor : 
three or four of.thefe lighted canes will boil water in a pot; and thus 
they drefs.their victuals. The flame may be extinguifhed in the fame man- 
ner, as that of ípirits of wine. The ground is dry and ftony, and the more 
ftony any particular part is, the ftronger and clearer is the flame; it fmells 
fulphurous like naptha, but not very offenfive.. 









Lime is bust to great perfection: by means of this phenomenon ; 
the flame communicating itfelf to any:diftance where the earth is uncover- 
ed to receive it. The ftones muft be laid on one another, and in three days 
the lime is compleated. Near this place brimftone is dug, and nsptha- 
Íprings are. found. 


The chief place for the black or dark-grey naptha is the ímall ifland 
WETOY, now uninhabited, except at fuch times as they take naptha from 
thence. 
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thence. The PERSIANS load it in bulk in their wretched veffels; fo that 
fometimes the fea is covered with it*for leagues together. When the wea- 
ther is thick and hazy, the fprings boil up the higher ; ; and the naptha 
often takes fire on the furface of the earth, and runs in a flame into the 
fea, in great quantities, to a diftance almoft incredible. In clear weather 
the fprings do not boil up above 2 or 3 feet: in boiling over, this oily fub- 
ftance makes fo ftrong a confiftency as by degrees almoft to clofe the mouth 
of the fpring; fometimes it i^ quite clofed, and forms hillocks that look as 
black as pitch ; but the fpring, which is refifted in one place, breaks out in 
another. Some of the fprings, which have not been long open, form a 
mouth of 8 or 1o feet diameter. 


The people carry the naptha by troughs into pits or refervoirs, drawing it 
off from one to another, leaving in the firft refervoir the water, or the hea- 
vier part with which itis mixed when it iffues from the {pring. Itis un- 
pleafant to the {mell, and ufed moftly amongít the poorer fort of the PER- 
$1ANs, and other neighbouring people, as we ufe oil in lamps, or to boil 
their victuals ; but it communicates a difagreeable tafte. They find it burn 
beft with a fenall mixture of afhes: as they find it in great abundance, 
every family is - -well fupplied. They keep it, at a fmall diftance from 
their houfes, in earthen veflels under ground, to prevent any accident by, 
fire, of which it is extremely fufceptible. 


There is alfo a white naptha on the peninfula of APCuERoN of a much 
thinner confiftency; but this is found only in {mall quantities. . The Rus- 
SIANS drink it both as a cordial and medicine, but it does not intoxicate : 
if taken internally it is faid to be good for the ftone, as alfo for diforders of the 
breaít, and in venereal cafes, and fore heads; to both the laft the PERs1 ANS 
are very fubject. Externally applied, it is of great ufe in fcorbutic pains, 
gouts, cramps, &c. but it muft be put to the part affected only; it pene- 
trates inftantaneoufly into the blood, and is apt, for a fhort time, to’ create 
great pain. It has-alfo the property of. fpirits of wine to take out greazy 
fpots in filks or woollens ; but the remedy is worfe than the difeafe; for it 
leaves an abominable odour. ‘They fay it is carried into INDIA as a great 
rarity, and being prepared as a japan, is the moft. beautiful. and lafting of 

— 
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any that has been yet found. Not far from hence are alfo fprings of hot 
water, Which boil up in the íarge marmer as the.naptha, and very 
thick, being impregnated with a blue clay, but it foon clarifies. Bathing 
inthis warm water is found to ftrengthen, and procure a good appetite, 
efpecially if a fmall quantity is alfo drunk. 








"Thefe medicinal qualities, and the purity of the air, have formerly 
€aufed it to be frequented by numbers of PERSIANS, and other ptople of 
‘the firft quality from the remoteit parte; here are yet the remains of many 
ftately buildings, and a large burying-place; one mofque in particular, which 
‘is very large, and has a ftone-cupola. 





I have already mentioned, that sHAH ABAs drove the worfhippers of 
fire out of PERSIA: they were then very numerous in feveral provinces, 
which have ever fince been thinly inhabited. I heard of no towns or 
villages only :GUEBARABAD near ISFAHAN, where there are any who 
openly profefs that religion, except thefe miferable pilgrims of whom I 
have been {peaking. 


“This religion, which has many marks of a fpiritual difpofition in its vo- 
'taries, feems to be no object of deteftation, compared with that mention- 
ed by otrEAR1Us and Mr. orTER. They give an account of a certain peo- 
ple, of whom there are yet fome at SAHRIE *, called moumM-sEUNDU- 
RAIN, or extinguifhers of candles. ‘Thefe are the reverfe of the ROMAN 
‘matrons, who performed the fecret rites of the BONA DEA, and with 
whom it was the higheft prophanation to admit of the prefence of a man. 
Both fexes are neceíffary to the rites of the Mou M-sEUNDURAIN: af- 
ter eating and drinking liberally, in great filence and ceremony they put 
out the candles, and promifcuoufly changing their places, throw afide 
fhe- difin&ion of rational creatures. Though MAHOMMEDANISM, be- 
| yond moft other religions in the world, indulges its votaries in the ido- 
latry of vexus ; yet this fe& has been perfecuted more than once, and is 
held in great deteftation by the difciples of MAHOMMED. ~I muft now 
proceed to the continuation of the journal of the RvssrAN -embafly. - 














d Sometimes wrote SARI. 
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Conclufion. of the Russian emba/f), with.a defcription of the country from 
BAKU fo-SHAMAKIE, and from thence fo RESHD- 








AVING tarried under the walls of Baxu for 6:days, and re- 
.. packed. our baggage, the. 12th of February 1747 we returned: 
« back the fame way for about 6 werfts, and then dire&ing our courfe- 
* fouthward, we encamped in. a fandy valley, with a lake of falt water 
* to the eaft. Fhe next day we.paffed feveral rivulets. covered with: napx« 
* tha, with which the adjacent hills to. the weft abound: we pitched 
‘Cour tents. near a caravanferai.on the fea-fide. The 14th we-marched. 
** wefterly at the foot. of a barren hill, and crofféd.a ftately ftone-bridge: 
* of. one.arch,. but there. was no water under it. We obferved..a great 
** quapnity. of fea-glafs* of. a very choice quality. The weftern: profpect- 
** was, now continually bounded by lofty mountains.: in one of the fmalleft 
* we were told, that, fome years.fince, there. was a volcano; but: at. prea 
« fent no fmoke iffued from it. To the north of. us was: a: mountain; 
* which fparkled like.diamonds, arifing from the fea-glafs and. chriftals 
* with: which it abounds. We now directed our courfe . north- weft, the. 
** mountains intercepting our paffage till we came to. NAvAHY, the inha- 
s bitants of which appeared to be in extreme. poverty, and. were encamp- 
** ed about a mile to the fouth. . We perceived feveral beautiful women, 
-faid to be. the wives of the governor; as foon as they faw us; they hid 
“their faces, and fled into an adjacent cavern. Our cavalry turned 
« fouth-eaft- over a very high mountain, where it was with fome difficulty 
« we could lead our horfes; but our carriages went round the north-eaft 
« end of the mountain. Having travelled about 80 werfts . froth’ xa 
* xu, we encamped at the foot of a mountain on the banks of a lake or 
** frefh water, where the PERSIANS were met by feveral of their women, 


* whom they had left at saLy AN, and other places on the banks of. the 
* KURA. 





cç 





























* Commonly called ifinglafs, of which lanthorns are mace. 


«€ The 
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« The 16th, we travelled through a fandy and uncultivated country, 
<t with moraffes to the welt, and lofty mountains to the eaft of us. Vio- 
* lent rains having ‘fallen on a thay-grouhd, the next day our. camels, 
* horfes, and mules were. extremely fatigued, infomuch that ave could not 
** travel above 15 werlts: we encamped on the fide of a very large lake. 

« The weather clearing up, we found ourfetves farrounded with 
* mountains, whofe tops are.ever covered with ew. Thefe wefe inha- 
e habited bya TARTAR prince called.sugMAcE *, who, it is faid; cannot 
& bring above tooo men into the field; and yet, neither NADIR, nor his 
*« greater predeceffor ABAs, could ever reduce thefe people to fubjection. 

‘© The former, though a wife prince, difdaining that fo mean a competitor 
* fhould reign within-his dominions, determined to reduce their chief; 

** and, cohtrary to advice, as: wellas to the experience of paft ages, marched 
* 20,060 men into thefe cold and inhofpitable mountains, where it is faid 
* he loft more than half of them. Kis: morally impoffible to bring artille- 
66 ry into this country; and if it was practicable, the TART ARS defend them- 
-<¢ felves with a number of forts, which, from their fituation, are impregnable. 

« As their valleys are fertile, and produce abundance of grain, they are never 
* necefhtated to expofe their country to flavery, by their commerce with 
* the PERSIANS, or any other people. “Their love of liberty is not be era- 
** dicated, and as they are in the higheft degree jealous of it, they are con- 
'* tinually on the watch to guard their paffes, and to keep a ftore of arms 
.** and provifion. 








** The 18th we encamped on the fouth-eaft fide of sHAMARIE, be- 
** tween the city and a branch of the river BELAJA, the banks of which 
“ are fteep. The waters which fall from the mountains from the north- 
* weft are troubled. The snAMAKIE mentioned byehiftorians, which is 
4* faid to have contained 12,000 families, and ‘many public and fuperb 
* edifices, was certainly very different from this which NADIR SHAH rfe- 
** moved from the other fide of the mountains, in hopes of keeping the 
** inhabitants in fubjection. This city however appeared mitre rich and 
** populous than both pERBEND and BAKU ; but, to the great amazement 


b The general name of sui EMKALL is given to thefe chiefs. £ 
cc 
O 
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* of the embafiador and his peopie, the PERSIAN army which convoyed 
** us, exercifed thtir cruclties in fo arbitrary a manner, that, in three days 
* time, the fhops of the ARMENFANS, GEORGIANS, INDIANS, and TAR- 
** TARS, as well as of the FERSIAN citizens were either locked up, or 
* plundered, though we could not difcover any other reafon for it, than 
** that of the infolence, inhumanity, and rapacioufnefs of the foldiers. 


_ *, This city is a regular fcuare of near three miles in circumference, de- 
** fended by a ditch and a wall of earth, with a gate to the north, and an- 
** other to the fouth. It has three paved ftreets in the fame direction, inter- 
** fe&ted by narrow lanes, with a fquare in the centre, which ferves as a 
** market-place, where we faw a few pieces of cannon, ‘They have good 
** gardens, and their vineyards produce wine, as already mentioned. Be- 
** tween the city and the hills is a fmall town, chiefly inhabited by AR- 


** MENIANS, 


* We might have made our tract from Baku much fhorter, without 
* returning back fo far northward, but no provifion had been collected in 
* that rout; and as to coming directly from DERBEND to SHAMAKIE, 
* the highland TarTars to the fouthward of that city towards the 
* KURA, though they acknowledge fubjection to the PERsiANs, fubfift 
** too much by plunder, to be truíted. 


** February the 28th, having ftaid here ten days, as well to refrefh our 
** felves, as for other reafons, we directed our courfe fouthwards over a mar- 
** fhy plain for 15 werfts. March the 1ít, Our way lay through a fandy 
** plain, where we pitched our tents on the north banks of the lake musa: 
* the PERSIANS, who yet remained with us, went over to the fouth fide. 
** In this place werc fuch a number of wild goats and pheafants, that we 
** killed fome almoft at every fhot. The next day we croffed the mo- 
** rafs : he road being very bad we were obliged to repair it before it was 


** pafiable. 


** The 3d, Early in the morning we marched r 5 weríts, and encamped 
« on the north fide of the famous river KURA, near the Bridge of boats, 
** half a mile to the weftward of which the aras and the KURA join 
Vor. I. ice ** their 
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** their ftreams, and run into the cAserAN fea. A little to the eaftward 
** js a caftle in ruins, though it was built fo lately as the time of NADIR 
* SHAH. There is another on the fouth fide of the river; here is a circu- 
* lar pyramid of near ço feet high; in which are niches filled with 2$2 
te human heads, of the late PERSIAN and TARTAR chiefs of the SHAMA- 
* kie rebellion, who were all beheaded in one morning.  Thefe TAR- 
** T ARS had not acknowledged fubjection to PERSIA, and yet they were 
** treated as rebels. 


“<The 4th, we paffed the KURA * on a very mfean bridge of boats held 
** together by an iron chain of about 500 feet long: This river has high 
**fandy banks: directing our courfe fouth-weft, we encamped on the 
* banks of the ARAs. Here we found feveral fmall villages, almoft the 
** only ones inhabited which we had feen fince we left Baku; and thefe, 
« in three days time, were treated in fuch a manner by our PERSIAN con- 
* voy, that many of the inhabitants were obliged to leave their houfes, 
** their wives and children to the mercy of thefe fpoilers. 








** The ARAs runs into the wide and extended plains of MoGHAN f, which 

** reach near 180 miles from north to fouth, and 60 from eaft to weft ; they 
* are bounded on the north by the caucasus, and the fouth by the T Av- 
* nus 5, having a hilly country to the weft, and the fea to the eaft. Thefe 
** plains were formerly inhabited by fhepherds, who lived in tents, and were 
** rich in herds and flocks; they profeffed the religion of the MAG1, and lived 
* peaceable and innocent lives. This was alfo the great nurfery of PER- 
** SIAN Cavalry, and where the foverciens of this country bred thofe beau- 
“ tiful horfes for which the prrsians were diftinguifhed. Thefe plains 
* abound in ferpents of different fpecies: in the hot months of the 
* fummer the inhabitants are wont to retire with their flocks into the 
* mountains. They have plenty of wild fwine, deer, and antilopes, with 

e This word is alfo wrote MOGAN, and CHULI MOGHAM. 
f Jt might perhaps have been more agrec:ble to fome readers, if I had called the river xura by its 


antient name CYRUS, and the aras, akaxes; but as all modern maps adopt tte modern mames, I 


thought it moft confident to follow thzir example, effecially as I have donc the fame with regard to other 
places. 


s Thenames cA& sus and Taurus are fometimes ufed fynonimoufly ; bat what the proper 
"ai&intuon is in different places I know not. 
** Various 
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“ various kind of fowl, which we.diverted ourfelves in fhooting. NADIR 
*« treated the inhabitants with great feverity ; either difperfing, deftroying;. 
** or fending them to KHORASAN. 


* The 15th, A report prevailed in our camp, that the LesGEEs, between 
* DERBEND and BAKU, had made inroads into the low countries, and defeat- 
« ed the PERSIAN forces; alfo that they had feduced the inhabitants of SH A- 
*, MAKIE to join them. Whatever grounds there were for this alarm, the 
** embaflador decamped with fome precipitation. We marched 20 werfts 
** over hard {mooth ground, and encamped on the banks of a ftanding wa- 
* ter which communicated with the kura. We fhould have made our 
* march longer, but that we found great ícarcity of cattle for our carriages. 


« The 16th, We marched fouth-eaft 22 werfts through thefe deferted 
* plaigs, which now were extremely delightful, abounding in grafs and 
* flowers, with great plenty of phyfical herbs: they are alío refrefhed by 
« feveral fmall rivers which run into the casP1AN fea. We encamp- 
* ed on the banks of a lake of frefh water: the day following 
* we paffed by fix remarkable round hills, and encamped on the foot of 
** another, 20 werfts from our laft ftage. ‘The 18th, we directed our courfe 
« fouth-weft, where a ridge of high mountains, covered with {now, pre- 
« fented themfelves to our view ; our road lying over a rifing ground be- 
« decked with clover, and feveral kinds of herbs. The banks of the river 
* ILCHAY are high and fandy; the ftream, though fomewhat rapid, is 
* clear; it abounds in fifh ofthe fize of a common trout, of a filver colour, 
* with {mall excrefcences on their heads like horns. We encamped on a plain 
« on the fouth fide of the river, near a fmall inhabited village. We ^" 
* directed our courfe due fouth through a marfhy ground overgrown with 
« reeds and brambles, paffing by feveral habitations, cultivated lands, and 
** gardens abounding in fruit-trees ; fuch as almonds, figs, apples, plumbs, 
« and cherries: thefe being now in their bloflom afforded no {mall delight, 
* though this day's journey was very fatiguing. | 


« The roth, We travelled through marfhy lands well wooded, croffing 
« many ftreams, over which we were obliged to make bridges; and en- 
Ccca “ camped 
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“ camped on the river KEZILAGACH. The weather was now ferene, and 
the fun warm, though the nights were very cold. "The next day the 


* fcene was much the fame as on the 18th, and gave us ‘much plea- 
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fure. As we proceeded fouthward, the fpring feemed to make great ad- 
vances every day. In travelling, the novelty of places alfo, when the heart 
is at eafe, exhilarates the fpirits, as it were, by a more peculiar benignity 
of providence. 


* 'The 23d, The great difficulty we found in procuring the cattle, 
which were neceffary for the embaffador's ufe, obliged us to tarry till 
this day : we then marched through marfhy grounds and lofty woods, 
where alfo grow many wild fruit-trees. From thence our road was on 
a caufe-way, made by sHAH ABAs the GREAT, as well for the facility 
of marching an army, as to fupport the communication and trade of 
thefe parts. Having marched 20 werfts we encamped on the north 
banks of the river LANKAR. 


« "Fhe 24th, Our march lay on the fea-fhore, which is fandy. ‘The 
country to the weftward, under the mountains of GHILAN, is fo thick 
of wood, and marfhy, as hardly to be paflable at this feafon of the year: 
Vines, pomgranates, and orange-trees are alfo in great abundance: we 


“encamped on the fide of a lake. 


P 


** The 2 5th, Our march on the fea-fhore was very Iaborious, on account of 
the fluid fands: we forded the river ASTARA, fituated in the province of 


** the fame name, whete governor is independent of that of GHILAN or sHIR- 
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vAN. This province is rich in grain, fruits, and filk-worms; but the 
air is unwholfeme. On the hills to the weftward are the remains of 
a fortification built by the nussrANs; here are feveral fmall villages 
meanly inhabited, and the houfes jn a ruinous condition ; the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring mountains having frequently committed heflilities 
in thefe low lands. The 27th, our road lying partly on the fea-fliore, 
and partly through weods and marfhy lands, wc paficd many rivers and 
rivulets, gathering oranges and pomgranates, which we found in great 
plenty, but neichcr of them delicious in flavor. The 31%, the roads 
continuing the fame, made our three days marches very fhort. April 

“the 
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** the ift, our courfe lay on a caufe-way, with degp ditches on both fides, 
* meeting with.a great number of fruall rivers, in which this country a- 
* bounds; at length we pitched our tents on the banks of the LESAR, 
** near which there is a large plain. | 


«'The2d, This day exhibited a fcene of defolation in the number of ruined. 
** villages, through which we paffed, though the foil appeared to beextremely 
** fruitful. This country alío abounds in timber intermixed with fruit-trees, 
** and vines, whofe grapes ar > faid to produce good wine. We paffed no lefs than 
** 16 {mall rivers, and encamped near the town of KESK AR., Here we found 
* a great body of ousBEG TARTARS belonging to the PERSIAN army, 
* who had permiffion to live at difcretion, till the inhabitants fhould pay 
** a heavy contribution, which the suan had impofed on them. Some of 
* thefe TART ARS gave proof of great virtue and moderation ; whilft others 
* violated matrons and virgins with a favage licentioufnefs, often killing 
« not only the men who oppofed them, but the women alfo. This town, 
** and the diftri& of the fame name, is under the jurifdiction of the go- 
* yernor of GHILAN, whofe refidence is at REsHD. Not long fince this 
« place was remarkable for the quantity of raw filk it produced, and 
* for many filk fabrics; but the oppreffion of NADIR’s government feem- 
* ed to have involved every thing in one common ruin. Near this place 
« we faw the ruins of a fort which the russrans had formerly built to 
* prevent the incurfions of the neighbouring mountaineers. 


« The 3d, As the embaffador now efteemed himfelf fecure, with regard 
“ to the rebellion towards the KuRA, and near the end of his journey to 
* GHILAN, he halted. The 4th, we marched 20 werfts, through delightful 
** woods and gardens ; and croffing feveral .rivulets over i bridges, we 
« encamped on the HALKALAJAN, whofe banks are very pleafant. 


* The sth, the country ftill continued pleafant ; we marched over two 
s rivers and a lake, and the day following the embaffador made his en- 
“trance into RESHD." 
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C H A P. LIX. 


A coafting pilot, containing a particular defeription of the coafts and parts of thes 
CASPIAN fea’, 














Shall conclude this account of persia with the following defcription of the 

coaíts and ports of the caspian fea, extracted from captain wooproore’s 
coafting pilot. The fubje& has fome connexion with what has been faid in the 
22d, 23d, and 24th chapters of this volume; and though it may be barren of 
pleafure to thofe who delight neither in commerce, geography, nor navigation; yet 
as this fea has merited the attention of hiftorians; and the BRITISH nation never 
had any accurate information concerning it, we may prefume that the following 
account of its navigation will not be ungrateful to fome readers. The original 
papers of captain woopRoorr, from whence this defcription is extracted, are 
more verbofe, but do not contain any thing material that I have omitted. 











« From ASTRACHAN to YERKIE is 60 ENGLISH miles: the channel is for the 
** moft part pretty good, except juft below rw AN cHuK, where, at low water, there 
** js only 8 feet at moft. Ships formerly entered and cleared out at YERKIE; but 
** that place being now almoft overflowed, is left in ruins, and the office removed 
& to SADLISTOVA, about 2 leagues to the northward. 


** Near yerxie is the iland can Aza, where all goods imported are landed, and 
** ware-houfes built for their reception in quarantain;, and fhips lay off for the 
* fame purpofe. There is generally 7 2 feet water on yer xie bar, but upon extra- 
** ordinary winds it rifes to 9 or ro feet. In order to fail over y: KIE bar, and down 
** to CHETIRIE-BOGORIE, after you get to the lower part of the rive: below v ERKIE, 
** and are paft the reeds, fteer out a little Wefterly; or if the weather be cle and 
** fhews CHETIRIE-BOGORIE, keep the land open; then failing over 7: r-et, 
" yoi find a bottom of hard fand for near half a mile, and it deepens to 2 and 
** 2 į fathoms.’ If you come to anchor in 2 4 fathoms, run it about two ables 


> See Chart Chap. XX; 
** length 
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ec length to the welt towards a little red cliff on the ifland roorEgENA, where there 
* is 2 fathoms water, and a good holding ground with black mud and fand. 








« All the coaft is very low and maríhy, and the air over it being generally hazy, 
‘it is dificult to diftinguifh places. From vrmkir all veffels take their de- 
** parture, and this place they alfo make when homeward bound. 


**- GoUFNA-SEROTKA lies about. :9 leagues to the fouthward of YERKIE, and near 
** it is generally two fathoms water; but on the middle fand, which lies off CHE- 
"t IRIE-BOGORIE from fouth fouth-eaft to fouth fouth-eaft half fouth, at the dif- 
* tance of near 8 leagues is « nly 8 feet water. It muft be remarked, that as low 
** as CHETIRIE-BOGOR IE there is generally frefíh water, except after a gale of fouth- 
* erly wind. On leaving the bank of courNA-sEROTK A, the fea deepens fo as 
** you cannot find a bottom with any line. 


** In this fea there are no tides ; but hard gales of wind either from the north: 
« or fouth, raife the water 3 or 4 feet, and fometimes more, and when thefe 
<< cales ceafe, the water returns to its ordinary depth, with a prodigious current, 
** and confufed fea. It muft alfo be obferved that it is the fame on the PERSIAN 
«« coaft as on the nussrAN ; but rendered ftronger and more irregular on the latter, 
.** by the ftreams which iffue from the VOLGA, IAMBA, and vAEXK.. This occafions. 
* ehe lofs of many veffels ; for the force of thefe currents is apt to deceive. Captain. 
** woODROOFE, af:er his firft voyage, inftead.of. heaving the legs, made ufe of deep. 
** fea-lines, and the heavieft lead; forthe lead remaining feuis, discovered . his 
«c couríe more exactly. It is alfo to be noted, that, on the north-coaft, the found- 
** ings begin before you enter much into thefe contrary currents, which are gene- 
** rally occafióned by the wind coming from the oppofite points of north or fouth: 
** "The russians lofe many vefiels on the fholes of the north coaft for want of at- 
** tention and fkill. Thefe veffels when. laden, generally draw 9 or 10 feet wa- 
** ter; and as they run into 11 or 12 fect before a fouth or fouth-eaft wind, 
** which frequently raife a fumbling fea, it muft neceffarily endanger their fecurity. 
** This might be .afily prevented. by keeping to the eaftward towards KARA- 
** GANSKOJ, . or.che ifland of KUR A Ltg, in all which are very {afe roads. 





* ag the. land Voth at cHrrcnEENA ‘and KULALIE is low and marfhy, and 

* - wing and fall -are generally attended with great fogs ; the unexperienced navi- 
* pate: „uft be on his guard, particularly on the weft coaft, where he muft keep 
** Las lead going ; and when he comes into 35 or 40 fathoms water, then he mutt 
« edge into 30 fathoms: as he z»proaches CHITCHE ENA the gróund is fhelly, 
** witir 





394 COASTING PILOT OF Part III. 


** with alight grey fand. Then halling out north north-eaít, or north-eaft by 
* north, he will pafs over a clean white fand, which runs out fouth-eaft from 
* cHITCHEENA into r2 and 15 fathoms water. The nearer he approaches to 
** TOOLEENA the ground is blacker, but about 5 leagues to the eaftward is a clean 
** grey fand without mud. 


« The diftance between CHITCHEENA and TOOLEENA is about 9 leagues, 8 of 
** which are a good channel: but it muft be particularly remarked that Too- 
«LEENA is rather a fhole than an ifland; for when the water is high, nothing but 
** reeds appears upon it, and in turning to windwa d it is not advifeable to ftand 
<c nearer either to it or CHITCHEENA than in 3 fathans water. If neceffity obliges to 
te run between the point of land and cu1TcHEENA, keep pretty clofe the point, be- 
** caufe on the other fide there is a fhole which runs a great way, and a little fpot 
** that is quite dry. 


«* At DERBEND there was formerly a landing-place for goods, but it is now 
** under water. This is the worft port, if it may be called fuch, in the whole 
4* caspran fea, not only with regard to the loading and unloading of boats on the 
‘© fhore, but from the ftony foul ground in the road. 


** On the weft coaft you ought to keep the lead* as foon as you make DERBEND. 
« When on fhore you will find hard (tony ground intermixed with cockle and 
*« mufcle fhells in about 30 or 40 fathoms. 


st From May to September there are feldom any hard gales of wind, and there- 
** fore fhips in pERBEND road bringing the lower end of the fouth wall to bear 
** due weft, may lie in 7 fathom water, which is about à of an ENGLISH mile from 
* the fhore. Here is a clean fpot of fandy ground for at leaft 2 cables length 
** every way; but in winter it is not advifeable to come nearer than 1 + mile in 11 
« fathoms, and to lie as near the middle of the two walls as poffible, where the 
** ground is not altogether fo bad : but there are many loofe ftones very hurtful 
« to cables, fo that care muft be taken not to lay too flac moored, that the va- 
«* riable winds which blow on this coaft, and the counter cun ents which fome- 
« times fhift feveral times a day, may not do mifchief. It is afways 5^ »nd the 
** beft method to lie at fingle anchor, and to have your fails furled wna rope 
** yarn, fo as to be ready on any emergency. It is never obferved, that ‘she 


sc eafterly winds blow above 2 : points from the fhore. 


Sea-phrafe for throwing. 


The 
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« The next port is NIEZABAD, by others called NiEzAwov, where there is 
** clean holding ground of ouze and fand. Between this and sPrTZBERMACK is a 
« remarkable rocky hill near the fea-fide. The russian charts mention two rocks 
** called the DWA BRATIE”; but captain wooproore fays, he traced that place 
* very often without finding them. 





« The gussrANS and PERSIANS often pafs through the ftreights of APSHERON 
« between swETo! and the main; this is very furprizing as the paffage is dange- 

rous, and they have 30 leagues of good fea-room between zzLor and the 
«€ eaftern main. If the naviga or is under a neceffity of going between swe Tor and 
« the weftern main, there is a good channel through it with 3 + fathoms clay 
* ground for-near half a mile wide: but on both fides are many rocks, fo that 
<< there is no venturing except by day-light, and taking proper care to keep the 
« lead. On the fouth fide of zELor there is good anchoring-ground, and pro- 
« tef&tion from the northerly winds; care however muft be taken. of a fhole 
« that runs eaft fouth-eaft from this ifland, which rifes pretty bold, and has 
«c white clifts on the fouth fide; in clear weather they may be feen at the diftance 
** five or fix leagues. 


** Being bound from the northward, to Baku, it is neceflary to give the great 
<¢ sHAH's bank a good birth* ; then hall in about weft north-weft for the en- 
« trance of the bay, which lies between the ifland wARGIN anda little fifhing- 
** town: on a bluff point on the weftern main, is a clear channel of feven fathoms 
* near a league over. Veffels fometimes go to the eaftward of NaRGIN; but the 
*« rock of DAVERISH, as well as feveral fholes which were formerly iflands, toge- 
*« ther with the fmall depth of three fathoms, render that channel dangerous. On 
« the eaft fide of the bay of Baku they dig falt and brimftone, and coafting 
** veffels receive their loadings. In the mole of Baku is two fathoms water. This 
** may be denominated the beft, if not the only true port in the CASPIAN fea. 


« The ifland souLr an lies to the fouth-weft of BAKU ; to the eaft and fouth 
« there is about o fathoms water; but to the weftisa bank of fand from the 
€ wefter> —..., which is almoft dry. 


« Gwinoy is a bold ifland about four leagues from the weftern main; but 
« th re are two rocks near the north end of it. The fhole of fand, called the little 
€ $4 -.'s pank, is about 6 miles long, and 2 broad, and has only 14 feet water: 
«© Tne foundings round it are very gradual, and as you approach it, the ground 


> Ag expreiled in the fea-chart. € Sea-term for kceping at a diftance from land, in allufion 
to room ina flip, for which this term is alfo adopted. 


VoL. I. Ddd ** changes 
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st changes from loofe mud to fand. The ifiand kura, though low, is very. fteep 
es on all fides. „About 3 leagues foutlt-eaft by fouth from . this: ifland is a rocle 
ss juft àt the water's edge, which, at a diftance, refembies two boats. Neither the 
** pusstawg nor the PERSIANS in my time. were acquainted with thems. and it is 
** more than probable that many veffels, in their paffage from the river KURA to 
** Baku, have been loft upon this {pot, fo as never to have been more heard of. 
*¢ This river has at the entrance two fathoms water, and is a general rendezvous 
‘for all PERSIAN vefiels going to, or returning fom Baku. Coming in with 
** the coaft, navigators fhould have a particular «are to avoid a bank of f 

** about 5 leagues to the weftward of ENzELLEE, where it is only 11 feet water. 
**'The proper place for anchoring in ENZELLEE road, is to bring the ftore- 
“ houfes on the weft fide of the bar to bear fouth fouth-weft stc 
“10 or 12 fathoms water. Captain woopRoorrz frequently obferved, that in 
** coming from the northward with a hard gale of wind at north, on his arrival 
** on this coaft, it has veered to the north-weft, the fouth eaft, or, as generally 
** happens, to the weft ; fo that when the wind is north at fea, the veffels in this 
** road, having it in the points juft mentioned, lie in the trough of the fea, and 
ec ride i in a very difagreeable, as well as infecure manner. 
























** The river serigTROOD having feldom above 3 feet water at t its entrance, is of 
** no ufe to fhips, though there isa very good depth within the bar. Asa rapid 
** ftream runs from this river into the fea with a great eddy, it is not proper to 
4" hold nearer than 7 fathoms water, though there is 5 or 6 fathoms within three 
<t- quarters of a mile from the fhore. If you get into this eddy with little or no wind, 
“ there is great danger of being driven a-fhore to the fouthward, and many a PER- 
** stan veflel has been loft in calm weather. About 4 miles up the sEFEITROOD a 
s {mall channel runs into the lake of ENzELLEE, and ferves as a paflage for boats y 
** but at very low water they arc obliged to hall them over a fhole for about 40 
** yards. Were it not for this inconvenience, there wouid be communication between 
* pgRRYBAZAR and RuDizAR forloaded boats withou: the neceffity of going 
«€ to íza.: To the fouthward of serirTRoop there is a cove, the entrance of which 
* is near a cable's length with two fathoms water; and as there fhe fame depth 
* within, 12 or 15 fail of fhips might lie land locked with the utmolt ic purity. 





« The next port is LANGAROOD Cove, which is about 2 i miles from e ft to 

* weft, and about one from north to fouth. As it has rọ or 11 feet r it 
** would ftand one of the higheít in rank, were it not that the entrance is nar- 
** row, that it muft be buoy’d before it is attempted. Lancarood road is how- 
** eyer much frequented : the beft place to anchor, is to bring the point on the 
| ** fouth 
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sc fouth fide of the bar to bear fouth-weft by weft; and the peak of sawrjan hill 
« weft fouth-weft running into 7 fathoms water, where there $s clean fandy 
* ground r € mile from the fhore. It muft be obferved there is a bank of fand 
« which extends itfelf from serieTRooD about 3 leagues to the bosom of this 
* bay. Qn the edge of this bank about 20 fathoms there is foft mud. | The, 
¢ river which runs up to the town of LANcAROoOd, is about a cable's length to the. 
.** weftward of the fouth of the baf, and is almoft concealed with reeds. Its courfe 
** js north-eaft There is a fh le of 7 feet, but it afterwards deepens to two fa- 
“shoms. - 














< ALgMMAROOd, or, as it is fometimes called, OBE Askv, is a {mall village to; 
« the eaf} w ith a river navigalale fer boats drawing 4 feet water. By means of 
€ tne iakes, it communicates with MESCHE PIZAR : Off which you may anchor in g 
** fathoms water in clean ground. 


< The next place is FARABAD, on ‘the eaft fide of the bank of a little river. 
« Off this town one may anchor in.10 fathoms water in good ground ; however 
«s the beft of thefe roads on the fouth coaft are but difagreeable, as there is generally 
< a fwell from the fea. The wind is generally wefterly ; when it comes from the 
¢¢ eaft point, it is very moderate, and attended with. pleafant weather even in the 
«« midít of wintery The navigation of the fouth-eaft part of the cAsPrAN from 
** FARABAD tO ASTRABAD bay is very fafe and eafy, the foundings regular, and 
* the ground clean. The. palace of ASHEREFP, which is built with ftone, isa 
*« good land-mark, and may be feen a great way at fea. 








** Coming either from the north or weft, the fureft way to fail over A$TRABAD 

* bar into the bay, is to bring the lower point of land on the weft fide te bear 
** fouth-weft at 1 + mile diftance. In calm weather it juft appears above the wa- 
«€ ter, and when there is any fea, the breakers are vifible: ftecring in fouth fouth- 
** eaft foutherly till that fpir of fand bears due weft, then ftecring fouth and fouth 

* by weft, you may a” -nor about a mile to the weítward of the entrance of the 

«c river KORGAN; out in going into KANDAGASAR road, it is neceffary to obferve 

© å ffir: £ and which runs about half a rnile from the mouth of that river. The 

« bar tis 11 to:12 feet water, with hard fand for about a mile, then deepens to 

«* 2. and 4 fathoms, with a bottom of foft clay. If the weather prevents the 

* fig tet of the fpit of fand, or breakers on the welt fide of the bar, run with- 

'« in mile of the eaft main, which is eafy to be feen, fteering in fouth and fouth 
e by weft : there is the fame depth all over the bay, which is from.two 2 [cur 

m ** fathoms 
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s: fathoms water, in the fpring and fall of the year. There is a {mall low iflandé 
** covered with reeds, which appears to the north-eaft of AST RABAD bar, very 
** near the eaft main; there is not above five feet water round it ; but a league to 
^! the weftward is two fathoms. 
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|. ** From the bar of astra asap to the fouth end of the ifland ocrvytnsKor, or, 
** as the PERSIANS Call it, IDAK, is 32 : leagues, fleering north-weft by north half 
* north. The deepeft water in that tract is from,7 to 1 o fathoms, foft ground, 
** but 10 leagues to fea there is 35 fathoms wat r, deepening gradually. The 
** channel between the north end of pak and , he weft of DEVERIsH is near a 
* mile and a half wide, with three or four fathoms water; the north end of 
* rpax lies under water, and is terminated by an eminence, - ppears as 
s-an ifland. Between the eaft end of DEVERISH and NApHTONIA there is 
* another channel, which is very narrow. You have good fhelter between 
** NAPHTONIA and ocRuJINSKOI, either from the north-eaít or weft, with the ad- 
** vantage of putting out to fea with any wind. ‘The beft water is clofe to the 
* iiland DARGAN, where there is clean ground; but the north fide of it is ftony. 
s Dacapvaw is a little high iland about two cables length from the north main, 
** and full two fathoms water round it; the anchorage is fo fecure, that the fhip 
« might be moored to the ifland, and a ftage built from heron fhore. A little 
** way from this ifland there are two large rocks above water; three or four leagues 
* further you have but nine feet water, and at the foot of the mountain only 
* five. The points on the north fide of the entrance of this lake confift of high 
-¢ red cliffs which form a fand or gravel of the fame colour wafhed from it, and 
** from thence it is called kKRASNA-wopa*. Within that point the banks are all 
$* high rugged rocks, the reft lying under water >. 


«c Concerning the lake kARABOoGAskor, it muft be obferved, that all the eaft- 
+ coaft from KRASNA-WODA to cape KAR AGANSKOI is a ragged fhore and rocky 
** ground ; in many places there are high rocks at a diftance from the fhore, 
‘$6 which appear as iflands ; but prudence forbids a near approach to them. 


** In the latitude of 43 there feems tó be a large inlet behind ich rock , 
«<< but we never had occafion to make a difcovery of it. From 42 to 43 de- 
^* grees there is a fand-bank 8 or 9 leagues broad, and 20 leagues in exten - on 
^* it there is about 25 fathoms water, which always appears difcolou 


Which in russian fignifies red water. 
> A more particular defcription of pAL knAw is contained in chap. XXXIV, 
«+ Cape 





Chap. LIX. THE CASPIAN SEA. 399 


** Cape KARAGANSKOI, and the ifland KULALIE, are already mentioned : in the 
** former there is good fhelter from fouth and fouth-eaít winds; and the latter has 
** a very good harbour, where there is 10 or 11 feet water, with clean fandy 
* ground. This ifland is barren and uninhabited ; but the harbour is the general 
** rendezvous for all the russtan veflels, which load fifh at the vaAxix« for 
* KISLAR and DERBEND.  There.are feveral fmall iflands to the eaftward of 
** KULALIE ; but we never had any opportunity of furveying them. 
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